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TO that enthusiastic love of novelty, ^vhicb seems 
impjanted by nature in the youthflil breast, we 
frequently stand indebted £br the most interesting and 
important discoveries. Anxious to peruse, and careful 
to remember, the descriptive page of the traveller, 
who transcribes such passages from the great book of 
nature as are at all calculated to warm the heart, invi- 
gorate the judgment^ and enlighten the understanding, 
the juvenile reader imbibes the adventurous spirit of 
his author, contemplates the rich scenery of his own 
inventive fancy, and iinally resolves, on the approach 
cf maturity, to ascertain the veracity of his brilliant 
suppositions by actual observation. 

Such wns the case with M. Le Vaillant, who wa« 
bora of French paients at Paramaribo in the exten-^ 
sive colony of Quiaaa, and formed his infantine amuse- 
ments beneath the watchful eye of a tender jMirent, 
who beheld with pleasure the turn of bis disposition, 
and readily asttsted the first efforts of his curiosity. 

Desirous to procnre an assemblage of insects, that 
might form a d<^paj^tmeut in the cab'met of natural his* 
tory, he emplc^ed the whole of his time in searching 
for butterflies, caterpillars^ beetles, ike, till an acci" 
dei|t ooconed tbit destroyed hig cm^us coUedioii, 
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2 VAILLANT*S TRAVELS 

and obliged him again to roam beyond the town in quest 
of new possessions. 

Tbeieaiheied tribe now caught his notice, and a 
tui?e and Indian bow were provided, with which he 
practised amidi^t the fields, for several succeshive days, 
till at length his exertions were crowned with success j 
and in consequence of the havoc that he corstantly 
made among the winged inhabitants of the grove, he re- 
ceived the^appellation of a keen » ortsman. 

His pursuits, lv)wever, suffered a temporary inter- 
ruption in 1763, when he \\as obliged to accompany 
his friends to Europe, and his heart was deeply 
wounded by a sensible regret, as the vessel' glided be- 
yond the bounds of his native countr}' ; but, on his 
arrival in France,^ he found so much to captivate his 
.attentipn, that the once beloved shores of Surinam 
were forgotten, and a new field opened to the inquisi- 
tive researches of our young orniihoiogist. 

Several years were now devoted to his favourite 
employment, in which time he had visited many cele- 
brated cabinets, and learnt the art of preserving such 
bhrds as fell the victims to his well directed piece, 
when he felt a violent propensity to Explore the Afri- 
can interior, and immediately resolved to indulge the 
inclination^ alike regardless of friendship's dissuasive 
voice, and the soft remonstrances of affection. 

Intent on the prosecution of this design, he quitted 
Paris on the l/th of July 178O. and repaired to Am- 
sterdam, where he formed an acquaintance with a gen- 
tleman, of the name of lemminck, who redoubled 
his ardour by the vifew of a beautiful aviary, applaud- 
ed his plan of the African excursion, and kindly sup- 
.plied him with recommendatory letters, that ultimatdy 
secured Bim from rwthy serious embarrassments. 

On the 19th of December, 1781, our author left 
theTexel, and sailed in the Hield Woltemaade towards 
the Cape of Good Hope, where he safely arrived, 
after a passage (^ three months and ten days, and was 
receiyed with every naark of kindness and respect by 
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a Mr. Hocker, and Mr. Boers the fiscal, to whom the 
letters of recommendalioii were direcied. 

Though M. Le Vaillant, during his residence at 
Cape Town, mode a variety of remarks on the build- 
ings, inhabitants, . and customs of the place, which in 
themselves are indisputably excellent, we presume 
that the description already given by Mr. Barrow 
will otFer a sutficient apology for our omission of these 
particulars, while we ingenuously confess our own par*- 
liality for the representaiious of our worthy country- 
m m. 

From Caj^e Town our traveller sailed on the 10th of 
May towards the Bay of Saldanha, from whence he 
made several excursions to the Isleof Schaajx-n, iuque&t 
of rabbits, and various sorts of game, that uauaily 
yielded him great amusement. One evening, how- 
ever, an occurrence took place, that considerably 
damped the pleasure of his research, and threatened 
the termination oi his lite with his adventures. 

Having roused a small antebpe, by the discharge of 
his musquet, he sent his dog to pursue i: ; \>\xi the ani- 
mal stopped short at a large bush, and began to bark in 
an unusual manner; when Vaillant, supposing the ante- 
lope had retired to this covert, beat away the exteiior 
branches with his piece, and opened himself a passage 
to the midst of the thicket. No sooner had hearrived at 
the centre of the bushes, than his heart recoiled with in- 
expressible horror, as he bel)eld a terrific panther in the 
attitude of springing towards him, while bis extended 
neck, fla4ning eyeballs, and hollow roaring, congealed 
the blood of die astonished hunter, and for some time 
deprived him of motion: his life, however, wasmiracu- 
lously saved by the cool courage of his dog, as he was 
^iiiabled to retire softly to the borders of the thicket, 
wliile the furious monster was completely held at 
bay by the admirable exertions of that faithful ani- 
mal. 

After a stay of a few weeks at Saldanha, where our 
aufhor rt^ided witli a worthy planter, of the name of 
B 2 
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Sliber, he returned to the house of the fiscal, and began 
to make the necessary arrangements for his intended 
journey. Two large waggons v*'ere accoMingly con- 
structed, with sonae boxes tor the preservation of birds^ 
insects, &c.} a mattress was provided for the nocturnal re- 
pose of the adventurer, and a covering, of sail-cloth 
stretched over the waggons to shelter them from the rays 
of the sun. These were laden with about five hundred 
pounds of gunpowder ; a large quantity of bullets j 
sixteen fusees 3 kitchen utensils $ lineki, grocery, 
liquors, and tobacco 5 besides a number of toys, oAd 
little curiosities that were designed to conciliate the 
afifection of the various tribes who might occasionally 
be seen in the course of the expedition. 

Thus accommodated, and thirsting for a view of the 
interior, our author quitted Cape Town, on the 18th 
of December 1781, with a train of thirty oxen, three 
hunters, five Hottentots, and nine dogr, himself 
escoi'ting the convoy on horseback. 

Having resolved to establish a regular oixler in his 
proceedings, that might tend to ensure his personal 
safety and the obedience of his attendants, he com- 
manded the drivers to unyoke the oxen at the end of 
the first stage, and permit them to feed, while he care- 
fully examined the carriages and effects, to see that no 
derangement had taken place. He then reconnoitred 
the adjacent mountain, and, after a slight rep^t, re- 
signed his faculties to the dominion of sleep. 

Next morning they gained the summit of the moun- 
tain with extreme difHcully, but happily discovered a 
gentle declivity on the opposite side, that conducted 
them, with pleasure and facility, to a delightful coun- 
try, where they passed the night on the banks of the 
river Palmlt. 

On the subsequent day our traveller was invited to 
the residence of a planter, who, together with his fami- 
ly, earnestly entreated him to spend the evening in 
ttieir company J but Vaillant politely apologized for his 
lefusal, and continued his route across the tlver Bot, 
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and the' canton of Ouwe Hoek, till about eleven 
o'clock at night, when he took up his lodging in the 
vicinity of a small pond of bi-ackish water. 

1 he progress of the following day was much en- 
livened by several herds of reeboks, bonteboks, and 
bubaJes, together with several ostriches^ and some 2e-' 
bras, that atforded much diversion to our author. 

A spring of warm mineral water was next discover- 
ed, at the distaiKe of ninety miles from the Cape ; the 
baths are held in great estimation, and a spacious 
building was formerly erected by the Dutch govern- 
ment, tor The reception of such invalids as chose to ex- 
perience their efficacy. 

Continuing his route across the Steenbok' river, 
and that of bonder End, our traveller designed to de- 
mote the remainder of the night to his .journey ; but a 
boggy marsh impeded his progress, and obliged ijim to 
halt about nine in the evening at the valley of Soeie 
Melck. 

Tjhe folio. ving day our adirenturer remiorced his 
immbers with three Hottentots, ^vhom he persuaded 
to quit their miserable horde, by distributing among 
them a quantity of tobacco j and proceeded to the, bor- 
ders or a large pond, that abounded with tortoises, of 
which about twenty were caught, and eaten by th« 
travellers. 

From hence tljcy proceeded over, ]3iep Rivier, and 
Breede Rivier, \o Zwellendam, where a third caxri- • 
ag^e was procured from the bailitif of the place , a few 
more Hotteiitots persuaded to join ihe expedition, and 
a new purchase made of several goats and oxen. 

Our author's residence at Zwellendam, though 
tendered extremely comfortable by the attention 
and urbanity of the bailiff, was not compatible 
with his roving inclinations; he, therefore made a 
suitable return to the kindness of his host by every 
possible testimony of gratitude, and departed on the 
12th of January 1782 in quest of new adventuits. 

In crossing a small river, that takes its source in 
B 3 
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the extensive fortsi knowo by the name of the Grtnd- 
father*s Wood, the smallest waggon was unluckily 
overturned, and the baggage to materially damaged, 
tiiat the remainder of the day was merely, sufficient to 
readjust the deranged articles. 

Finding his journey again delayed by the swell of 
the river Duyvenochs, Vailhnt resolved to amuse 
himself amidst the neighbouring woods till the waters 
sbol^ld subside, and accordingly commanded his Hot- 
tentots to erect some huts, while his own lent was 
pitched on the border of the forest. 

The distribution of his time and the order of his occu- 
pations at this place are thus described by our author: 
**At break of day I prepared ray coffee, whilst my at- 
tendants were employed in cleaning their cattle ; 1 then 
took my fusee, and sought diligently for game till about 
ten o'clock, when I found my tent- swept, and ready 
for my reception. From my return till noon I la*' 
boiued'at the dissection of various animals, or classed 
ray insects in regular order : a dish of roast or bojj^d 
meat wa^ next served up for my dinner, and I then re* 
pewed the pleasures of the chase till sun-set. On my 
second return I lighted a candle, committed to my 
journal the events of the day, and drank my tea j while 
the oxen, goats, and dog» lay indisaiminately around 
my tent, and the Hottentots told a variety of hu- 
morous tdles^ that were really deserving of ap- 
plause/ - 

Perceivings considerable alteration in the appear- 
ance of the river, our author crossed safely over on the 
27th of the mouthy and continued his route, without 
interruption, for about thirteen hours, when be was 
figain delayed by the swell of the river €rouf . An en- 
campment wa» therefore formed upon its banks, where 
the travellers observed a number of large thorny 
trees, and a great abundance of partridges; and the 
journey was stopped for three days $ but no favourable 
symptoms appearing, a lai^ raft was constructed with 
astonishing labour, tU^ carriages upladeo luid dLi- 
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mounted, and the people and ettccts transported to the 
opposite side, fortunately without suscaining tlie 
smallest injury. I 

From hence they proceeded to Muscle Bay, where 
they found an abundance of oysters and excellent fish -, 
but were greatly alarmed in the night, by the dismal 
cries of hyenas, that were hardly kept at a distance by 
the surrounding fires, which were regularly kindled 
at the extremities of tlie camp on the approach of 
night. 

At the distance of three miles from this place, a 
little craal was discovered, that merely consisted of 
four huts, and yielded a shelter to about thirty Hotten- 
tots, who exchanged some mats with our author for a 
small quantity of tobacco^ and informed him that 
elephants and buffaloes might frequently be found in 
the adjacent woods; but this intelligence proved en- 
tirely useless, as neither Vaillant nor his fbUowera 
could find a sin^e animal of either species, though 
they immediately commenced their search with the 
greatest avidity. 

After crossing the Klein Brak river, the travellers 
were obliged to climb a steep and rugged mountain, 
whose ascent at first appeared impracticable j but the 
noble river that burst on the sight from the summit, 
more than recompensed the faiigue of attaining ic. 
At a distance was observed a mountainous chain, richly 
clothed with magnificent forests, while an immense 
valley, perfumed with fragrant shrubs, and enamelled 
with the brightest flowers, extended ftom the feet of 
die eminence to the sea-shote. 

At this delightful spot, where nature seems to 
shed her choicest blessings with a lavish hand, the 
Hottentots were extremely anxious to remain 5 but 
their leader was justly apj^iehensive that their enter-* 
prising ardour might decay in these enchanting regions^ 
and ^refofe^gave orders for continuing the journey 
with all possible expedition. 

Crossing several small rivers that were tinged with 
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the colour of amber, and impregnated with iron, 
Vaillant proceeded to the la^t post belonging to the 
Dutch Company, where he was kindJy received by tlie 
commander, and supplied with about twenty pounds 
of gunpowder. From hence he found an opportunity 
to write to his friends^ and to transmit a small col- 
lection of birds and insects to Mr. Boers.^ , 

He now sent a detachment of his people to clear a 
spot tor his encampment in a neighbouring forest, that 
abounded with a variety of birds, and exhibited seve- 
ral traces bf elephants and butialoes.. His orders were 
accordingly obeyed, and his tent pitched in the plea- 
santest part, while a murmuring rill rolled sofily over 
the gi-ass at a small distance, and a verdant eminence 
yielded a rich supply ot pasturage for the horses and 
oxen. 

A sufficiency of fruits, vegetables, and milk was 
easily procured from the inhabitants of the- district, 
who were frequently enticed to ihe camp by the 
liottles of spirits which were possessed by our adven- 
turer. 

in this situation the time insensibly glided away, 
amidst the successive diversions of walking, hunting, 
and shooting, till the latter end of the month, when 
long and heavy i;ains, attended by the most dreadful 
lightning, obliged the travellers to quit their abode, 
and form a new encampment. It was, however, ap- 
parently impossible to leave the fores , as they were 
completely encompassed with rapid torrents, that raged 
with unremitting violence along the country, and bore 
down with resistless fury whatever opposed their 
course. 

The poor Hottentots were dejected, sick, and repin- 
ing; the oxen had deserted . tlie camp ; the provisions 
were exhausted -, and the* scene, that was so lately di- 
versified with charming walks, crystal streams, and 
verdant bowery, was lunv laid waste by the dreadful 
inundation, and changed into a dreary, inhospitable 
desert* ^ . ^ 
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Distracted by the piteous Jooks and monmful ges- 
tares of his fe)low-6u0erers, and conscious that death 
must be inevitably attached to a continuation of their 
'wretchedness, our author requested bis people to search 
for the oxen, that they might attempt to cross one of ' 
the torrents, as the only oiance of an escape. This 
desire was immediately fulfilled^ and one of the Hot- 
tentots fortunately discovered a drowned buffalo, that 
yielded^axT excellent supply of food, at tlie very instant 
tliat they were driven to the last extremities by hun- 
ger. The torrents shortly after this subsided, tbe raiiu 
became less frequent, and most of the oxen were .re* 
covered. 

The travellers now joyfully pursued their journey for 
about iiine miks, wl)en they pitched the tents on ii 
charraiiig eminence called Pampoen Craal. Here our 
adventurer observed a thicket, of about thirty feet in 
diameter, the branches, of which were so closely inter- 
woven, that the whole appeared as one bushy body. 
A path was now traced out to its centre, the branches 
cut away on each side to the height of six feet, and 
two chambers cut out in the heart of the verdant re- 
cess, that afibrded a delightful retreat after the toils of 
hunting, or other excursions beneath the rays of a 
scorching sun. They were accordingly furnished with 
a table, chair, and culinary utens'ds, and proved so ac- 
ceptable to Vaillant, that he terms the sumptuous grot- 
toes, serpentine walks, and magnificent gardens of the 
European, "objects -of contempt and disgust, when 
compared to the natural bower of Pampoen Cra^l.** 

Quitting his beloved hermitage on the 30th of April, 
our author crossed a rapid torrent called Kayraan*s 
Hole, and a river denominated the Krakede Kau, or 
Girl's Ford, from whence he proceeded to the Swarte v 
Hivier, or Black River, that was still so greatly swelled 
by the rains, as to require the construction of a raf ^ 
before the travellers could gain the opposite bank. 
Here they killed two buffeloes, which were immediate- 
ly salted and dried for provision^ while the tongues 
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were carefully smoked, and occasionally afforded a cle- 
licate repast to the leader of the expedition. 

After crossing the Goucom and the Nysena, they en- 
tered upon a charming meadow of about a thqusand 
feet square, sheltered from the north wind by a < mag- 
nificent circular forest, well supplied with an abun- 
dance of game, and richly fertilized by the adjacent 
river: yet, regardless of these attractions, our author 
Hxed his whole attention upon a mountain,w)lose ascent 
was so prodigiously steep, that he deemed it impossible 
to reach the summit without some misfortune. Every 
precaution was now used in tliis critical passage, and 
twenty oxen were yoked to the waggon that contained 
the chpicest treasui^s, while the others were left at tbe 
bottom of tbe mountains. These animals exerted their 
utmost strength, and had nearly eifected the design of 
their agitated master, when the chain that held the 
first eighteen together broke suddenly, and the wag- 
gon rolled precipitately to the valley, with the two 
oxen that were yoked to the pole. 

Our readers may easily imagine what must have been 
the state of Vaillant's mind at this tremendous acci- 
dent, as he stood regarding the retrograde progress of 
the carriage that contained his ammunition, arms, and 
all his best effects. Luckily, hovi^ever, wheii he ex- 
pected that the machine must uievitably be dashed to 
pieces, it was stopptxi by a rock on the banks of the 
torrent, and his fears thus happily calmed. 

With a palpitating heart he arranged his effects, 
yoked the oxen to the waggon a second time, and 
in about an hour surmounted the obstacle of the moun- 
tain. 

As the travellers now advanced into the countty, 
every thing assumed a more delightful appr araiice than 
in the vicinity of the plantations. The prospects be- 
came much grander, the vegetation was more luxuri- 
ant, and the stupendous mountains presented on every 
side the most charming points of view. Such enchant- 
ing scenery could not fail to rouse the enthusiasm of 
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our autJicr, who warmly condfinned the policy of Eu- 
ropeims, who had preferred a situation on the borders 
of T-'able Bay to the numberless roads, and commo- 
dious harbours, that arrest the attention <5f the specta- 
tor on the eastern coasts of Africa. 

He now proceeded to a small rivulet about nine 
miles distant from the sea, where he perceived a pro- 
digious quantity of fish floating up with the tide: a 
net was therefore extended across tlie stream, and a 
sufficient number taken to satiate himself and all his 
I'ci lowers. 

On this spot, which was extremely fertile, watered 
by limpid streams, enriched with majestic woods, and 
richly perfumed by an abundance of odoriferous plants, 
the travellers formed an encampment, and passed their 
time in the most agreeable manner till the 13th of 
May, when they continued their route through the 
forest of Le Poort to the river Witte Dreft. 

During his prpgress over this part of the country, 
our author was suddenly attacked by a dangerous sick- 
ness, and an uncommon deptession of spirits; his 
ji'umey was consequently impeded, and he was obliged 
to continue on his bed in the waggon, though the in- 
tense heat of the sun was nearly insupportable. Igno- 
rant of the practice of physic himself, and attended 
by persons who knew not how to treat him, his situa- 
tion was indeed distressing, and his wonted courage 
began to fail him : at length, however, after a copious 
perspiration for twelve days, his spirits became more 
tranquil, he obtained a few refreshing sluml^ers, and 
gradually recovered sufficient strength to resume his 
favourite occupations. 

Having formed an encampment in the vicinity of 
Blettenberg*s Bay, our traveller went out on tbe 15 th 
of June to find a road that might prove less unfortu- 
nate to his oxen than the mountain so recently passed j 
but, to his utter surprise and vexation, he found him- 
self foiled in every attempt by inaccessible hills and 
impervious forests; he. was, therefore,, necessitated tq 
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turn back, and soon found himself at the wood of Le 
Poort, from whence he had departed a month before, 
liis vexation was however considerably diminished, 
when he observed the traces of elephants, that kad^ 
in all probability, passed there the same day ; and he 
immediately commanded the tents to be erected, while 
himself, with ^ve Hottentots, prepared some provi- 
sions, and departed in quest of game. 

Two days were vainly d<efvoted to the expectation of 
finding some elephants ; but on the third, one of the 
Hottentots discovered the herd from the top of a tree, 
and pointed out one that stood nearly close to our au- 
thor, though he could not suppose that such an enor^ 
mous bulk was in reality an animal, till he was con- 
vinced by a slight motion of its head ; when he imme- 
diately discharged the contents of his fusee into its 
forehead, and shot it dead on the spot. 

At tlie report of t'^e piece about thirty more of these 
animals ran swiftly about in all directions, and Vaillant, 
who surveyed their motions with great delight, fired 
at one of them as it passed by him. This effort was 
not, however, so successful as the former, fourteen 
shots having been fired without killing it : a fifteenth 
was then levelled at the animal, which, being deeply 
wounded and enraged with pain, now turned upon its 
pursuers, and leaped twice over the trunk of a tree, be- 
neath which our trembling author had thrown himself for 
safety. Anxious to relieve the uncertainty of his Hot- 
tentotSi who were now mournfully calling on his name, 
Vaillant discharged his fusee into the hinder parts of 
his terrific enemy, which then retired to the thicket 
as fast as possible. 

The termination ef this occurrence was distinguished 
by a proof of friendship and affection, that seems in- 
delibly engraved on the heart of our traveller, and is 
indeed worthy the imitation of a more polished people. 
I'he fiscal had given a young man to Vaillant, in quali- 

2 of attendant, when he departed from (he Ca{>e, at 
e same time assuring him that he might invariably 
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TO that enthusiastic love of novolty, U'hicb seems 
implanted by nature in the youthflil breast^ we 
frequently stand indebted for the most interesting and 
important discoveries. Anxious to peruse, and careful 
to remember, tlie descriptive page of the traveller,^ 
who transcribes such passages from the great book of 
nature as are at all calculated to warm the heart » invi- 
gorate the judgment, and enlighten the understanding, 
the juvenile reader imbibes the adventurous spirit of 
his author, Ointemplates the rich scenery of his own 
inventive fancy, and finally resolves, on the approach 
cf maturity, to ascertain the veracity of his brilliant 
suppositions by actual observation. 

Such wris the case with M. Le Vaillant, who waj 
bom of French patents at Paramaribo in the exten-^ 
sive Colony of Quiana, and formed his infantine amuse- 
ments beneath the watchful eye of a tender patent, 
who beheld with pleasure the turn of bis diiposition, 
and readily assisted the first efforts of his curiosity. 

Desirous to procure an assemblage of insscts, that 
might form a department in the cabmet of natural hta- 
tory, he employed the whole of his time in searching 
for bulterfiies, caterpillars^ beetles, ^c, till an acci- 
dei^ oocmittd tb«t d«;3troyed his civious coUooligsii, 

VOL. XXI. ' » 



14 VAILLiillT*ft TRibVELS 

ous to taste it ; and accordingly, to use hia owo ex* 
pression* be found it to be a suitable dish for the palate 
of royalty. 

On bis return to tke camp, he was informed that bis 
people bad been disturbed every night by a heijd of ele* 
pbants ', and accordingly went out to surprise Uiese aoi-^ . 
mals ', and after examining their motions at his leisure^ 
he killed four, which were speedily cut up for provi- 
sions, and their heads drawn, by a y<^ of oxen, to 
the camp, for the purpose of dissection. 

Returning from this excursion, he p^XH^ived a stiaoge 
Hottentot on horseback, who took the nearest path 
in order to come up Math him. Our traveler, there- 
fiire, waited his arrival > when be found that the hprse- 
Doan was an express from the fiscal, who bad strictly 
charged him to make inquiry respecting Vaillaut, in 
every part of the country wheie he might probdbly 
have passed, and then to follow his traces in such 
parts as might lie at a distance from the known roads. 
This commission was executed with surprising fideli- 
ty, and the messenger attended so clos^y to the ruts of 
the waggon wheels^ that, his endeavours were finally 
crowned with success. 

A packet was now delivered to our author by the 
Hottentot, containing several letters from France. As 
they were the first accounts that he had received from 
Europe since the commencement of his expedition, he 
felt the most violent Citation affect his whole frame^ 
while he took them from the messenger ; and when, 
on perusing them, he contemplated the fond language 
and tender concern, that were dictated by a chaste af- 
fection, or inspired by the most unequivocal friendships 
his heart was over^'helmed with delight, and his senses 
were apparently suspended, while joy deprived his feet; 
of motion and his tongue of utterance. 

At length, however, these violent transports sub- 
sided ; when he returned to the camp, sought the pri- 
vacy of his own tent, and, by giving fiee indulgence 
to a copious fiood of tears, soothed the perturba^ 
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tiotb of Us l)rc»t, and regained a sufficieDt degVefe of 
composore to write answers to Iiis European correspon- 
dents. 

Having finished these epistles^ which he dated from 
*' the cinap of Anteniqna," be placed himself on a 
plank, in the midst of his Hottentots } related to them 
the business of their countryman, who had recently ar- 
rived'; and assured them that he had written an account 
to his friends of their good behaviour and fidelity to- 
wards him. He then distributed a roll of tobacco to 
each of his attentive auditors, and silently enjoyed the 
emotions of his own heart, while they sat and snooked 
completeiy at their ease. 

Our author, however, found that his ctistribution of 
tobacco was too large for the prudence of the Hot- 
tentots, who would soon harv been intoxicated by its 
powerfiil fiimes ; he therefore ordered a litde box to 
be brought him, firom which he drew a Jtw*s harp, 
and began to play a. lively French air ; when the pipes 
were instantly laid down, every whisper hushed, and 
the sable audtenbe fixed in one general attitude, that 
had nearly destroyed the gravity of the performer, who 
expected from their open mouths, extended arms, and 
spread fingers, that thfey would certainly prostrate 
themselves before the wondrous being who created 
sach surprising sounds. When he had concluded, he 
put the miraculous lute into the hands of the person 
who stood next him, and with much difficulty made 
liim comprehend the method of using it. Having at 
length succeeded, he gave a similar instrument to each 
of his attendants, who imniediately began to try their 
various powers, and regaled him with a concert that, 
he declares, might have alarmed the fiiries. So horrid 
was the humming, that even the oxen began to bel- 
low, and the camp was literally filled with riot and con- 
fusion. 

Sufficiently satisfied with these exertions of his 
musicians, and apprehensive that the oxen might soon 
be frightened from the caSip, Vailianr, by a mo- 
02 
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.tioQ of his handy obtaioed sileoce, and ternunated the 
festal entertainment by a tew bumpers of French bran- 
dy, that were drunk to the heahh of the absent friends 
^nd families. . / . 

After a night of sweet and undisturbed repose, the 
jfiscal's intelligent commissioner was rewarded for his. 
faithfulness, and permitted to depart with his new dis- 
patches ^ while our traveller amnsed himself with the 
dissection of an elephant's head, and his people were 
busily employed in boiling tlie bones and such parts of 
the flesh as afforded the most grease, which they care- 
fully prcserv>ed in bladders, or parts of the intestines, 
for the various purposes of personal ornament, ^candles, 
^nd cooking. It was also now much wanted for the 
wheels of the carriages, and the harness, that by a c(^* 
stant exposure to the sun would very soon have been 
rendered totally useless. 

A considerable time had elapsed during this requisite 
preparation, when some of the Hottentols infomoed 
their master, that thev had just discovered the print of 
an elephant's foot witnin a hundred paces of his tent. 
Jle accordingly went with his companions to the spot, 
from whence they followed the traces for about half an 
hour, when it was discovered and wounded by Vail- 
Imt,; but instead of falling, as was naturally expected, 
jt rushed towards the hunters with incredjhle fury, and 
would, n^ost probably, have sacrificed some one to its 
vengeance, had its progress not been impeded by a 
rarnpart of thick bushes. This, however, being die 
case, it could only show its rage by stamping on the 
ground, and vainly attempting to reach its adversaries. 
Soon after it fled with such surprising swiftness, that 
it was deemed impracticable to overtake it; though our 
authqr was much grieved at h^ disappointment, as its 
height was at least equal to fifteen tieet, and its tusks 
would, according to appearance, have weighed one 
hundred and twenty pounds each. 

Haying thoroughly dried and packed their proviaofis, 
the t]:av^e]^ j^w r^tur^ed towards Kayman's Hole, 



revisited the favoarttt bower of Pampoen Cnial^ and 
crossed a stupendous mountain with extreme difficulty, 
ihat on the first view appeared absolutely impassable. 
This tremendous barrier was regarded hy onr author 
as an obstacle thrown by the hand of nature between 
his former route and a more beautiful country than he 
had yet beheld} but the glowing scenery of his warm 
imagination was widely dinerent from the frightful and 
riooroy tract that soon intruded upon his attention. 
The lovely country of Auteniqua was now shut out by 
the enormous eminence so lately passed j the verdant 
plains and majestic forests were now vainly regretted in 
the dreary valley of Anee Kloof, that was destitute of 
trees and encompassecf by a hideous chain of naked 
mountains ; and he was necessitated to pass forty-six 
hours in this dismal valley, during which he crossed 
the Krom Rivier,or Crooked river, ten tirties, and pro- 
ceeded for fiill eighteen miles over a marshy hollow, that 
greatly fatigued the oxen, and added a fresh depression 
to the spirits of the travellers. 

From hence they pursued their route for about 
twenty-four miles, when they crossed the Diep llivier, 
w Deep river, and on the 7th of August formed an 
encampment in the vicinity of the river Gamtoos, 
where a beauteous country and luxuriant vegetation 
tnade an ample amends f^r the miserable hours, so late- 
ly spent in the barren and fi'ozen regions of the Ange 
KloSr. 

About midnight our traveller was alarmed by the 
sound of shouting and singing, at a small distance : he 
accordingly called to his people, who rejrfied that they 
had heard a confused noise, but were unable to deter- 
onne whether it proceeded ^om Hottentots or Caffres. 
As the Cafiies were now in arms against the planters, 
vboae unprovoked cruelties had roused In this people a 
natural thirst for vengeance, Vaillant commanded his 
attendants to*prepare their arms, and follow him to some 
distance from the camp. 

Having placed himself irt ambush, fcr the preserve- 
* e3 
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tion of his ptoperty, in case they should pass that way, 
he detached two persons to take a nearer view of them, 
•who, on their return, completely dissipated his fears, 
by assuring him that the noise was merely occasioned 
by a horde of Hottentots, who were amusing thejnselves 
with songs and other recreations. 

Scarcely had the orient clouds received the first 
tinge of Aurora's blushes, when our author was awaken- 
ed by the melodious warbling of several birds that he 
had never before heard, and which he now found to be 
extremely beautiful: he likewise discovered a^reat 
abundance of game, particularly pheasants, and a spe« 
cies of antelopes, that are denominated bosboks : these 
yielded him the greatest diversion,, and inspired his 
breast with tlie most lively joy, while the Hottentots 
formed an acc|uaintance with the neighbouring horde, 
and persuaded the women to supply the canap with 
milk every evening. 

Vaillant was now introduced among them, and re- 
ceived a present of some sheep, and an excellent yoke 
of oxen for his carriages j but as he was unwilling to 
deprive tiiem of their property without making any 
fetum, he enriched their eraal with some laiives, 
^arthen-ware, and tobacco. 

The engaging behaviour of our author so effectijally 
ponciliated the friendship and confidence of these sa- 
vages, that they always asked his advice before they 
undertook any thing of importance, and entreated him 
tpi revenge the injuries which the hyenas had recently 
pommitted against their flocks. A hunting party was 
accordingly formed the next morniog j three of the 
pionsters fortunately killed; and the remainder so com- 
pletely dismayed by the report of the guns, that no 
more complaints were preferred on this subject during 
the residence of our traveller at this place. 

Qn the nth of Septcniber, Vaillant. thought proper 
to continue bis route, and accordingly took an affec- 
tionate leave of the horde, who were much distressed 
. ^x his departure, and actually followed him a^ far as 
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Ae liver Loori^ where they were regaled wiA fQui^ 
tobacco aid a few glasses of brandy. The wometi, 
who had attached themseives to our author's followers^ 
and probably regretted the loss of his kitchen, insisted 
upon continimig with their lovers j but their determi* 
nat'toDs were prudently overruled by tlie Eurcpean, who 
obstinately refused to accept their proffered services i 
yet one of these fenwle supplicants proved more sue- 
cessibl than her companions, as she was remarkably 
active and diMgent in milking the goats, washing linen, 
kc. She was likewise beloved by the worthy youth 
who bad lately given such a brilliant proof ot his af-^ 
lection to his master, ^nd this was a sufficient re.asoa 
toJQstifj the partiality which was immediately shown 
Ij Vaillant's behaviour. 

Soon aficr the departure of the horde, a riolent 
storm obliged the travellers to stop at Galgebos, from 
whence, however, they soon proceeded across tlie river 
Van Staade^ to the borders of a lake, where they 
found an abundance of water, and consequently formed 
an encampment. 

A curious discovery was here made by our author ; 
who, after the fires were kindled, intended to digtri- 
bute a large pitcher of milk among his dependants ; 
bat fiuding it sour> he ordered it to be emptied out for 
the dogs 5 when, to his great astoni^h^lent, he per-* 
ceived that the violent motion of the waggon had con- 
verted it Into roost excellent butter. 

" To this discovery," says he, '^ was I afterwards 
indebted for a constant supply of fresh butter and but- 
ter-milk', the latter of which 1 frequently used with the 
greatest success, for the preservation of niy health.'* 

The following day his journey was delayed by a ipost 
treme^idcyus storm, that poured down an abundance of 
hail'Stones, so extremely large, that many of the cat- 
tle were, materially hurt, and one- she-goat so severely 
wounded, that it was necessary to kill her immediately. 
At length, however, the tempest subsided, and the 
travellers proceeded to the bai)ks of the river Swaar 
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Kops^ where they discovered another Hottentot eraal, 
consisting of ten huts^ and abc^t sixty inhabitants. 
The^ people advised the strangers not to cross the river 
Bossiman, bat rather to turn ovto the left, in order to 
avoid a numerous troop of Caftres, who had already pil- 
kig#d or reduced to ashes, the fields and (louses in 
tiiat district, while the proprietors had hastily aban« 
doned their possessions, to avoid a cruel and inevitable 
. death. 

In consequence of these assertions, the travellers 
deliberated respecting their future proceedings 5 and they 
finally resolved to avoid this terrible race as much as 
possible without retarding their own journey, and at 
the same time to keep all their arms in readiness, that, 
in case of an unexpected attack, they might in som« 
measure be prepared for the enemy. 

Having unanimously formed this determination, and 
taken several needful precautions in respect of their 
future encampments, our adventurbi; mounted his 
horse, and with two armed attendants went out to 
examine whether any of the Caffres were in. the 
neighbourhood. As nothing» however, appeared that 
could give the least ^und for any uneasiness, Vail- 
lant amused himself with shooting in the environs of 
the river, and returned to his camp, which lie ordered 
to be removed the next rooming. ' 

On his departure from the Swaar Kops, the horde 
of Hottentots, who were actually dismayed at the name 
of a Caffire, entreated his perniission to fc^ow him, as 
they might be under the protection of his camp. Thh 
request' was immediately complied with, on motives of 
sound policy -, and in less than two hours the huts were 
all taken to pieces, packed up carefully with oChor ef- 
fects, and placed on the backs of the spare oxen. 

About half the men were then seat forward, with 
two of our author's attendants, and one horse ; tjiat^ 
in case of any accident, they might give the earliest in» 
telligence. The female part of the horde, with their 
children and cattle, were then commandf^d to foDow, 
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viufe a parfy of their men marched behind. This 
company was furc^rly escorted by six of Vaillant*8 
people,. and the rear was closed by tiie three carnages 
aod the remainder of the travellers. Our adventurer 
himself was mounted on his best horse^ armed with 
Ivo brace of pistols» a double-bairelled fusee, a large 
sabre, and a da^er; and employed in riding fnym 
light to left among^his companions^ lest a sudden sur* 
prise should overpower their courage^ and probab^ 
ecpose them to the most horrid butcheiy. 

" tliis caravan/* says our traveller, *' with its fre- 
^eent tunas, and changing points of view, really ex* 
Mbited a singular and amazing spectacle 5 while" the 
women suckled their children on tlie b^cks of the 
oxen, the men smoked a social pipe, some sang, some 
wept, and aonoe laughed^ apcording to the immediate 
impulse of the moment -, being no. longer frightened s^ 
the approach of the dreaded avengers.'* 

Their terror was, however, soon iKcited, when the 
d[^s, that were ranging among the flushes, suddenly 
stopped, and began to bark. This was regarded as au 
iB^ihle proof that a party of Ca&es were placed in 
ambush, and every heart began to. melt with dread ^ 
vhen Vaillant, clapping spurs to his .horse, penetrated 
to the midst of the bushes, and foUnd that the true 
jcause <^ their alarm was a porcupine, that was at* 
tempting to defend Hself from the surrounding dogs : 
he immediately killed it, and, riding back to his com- 
panions, justly ridiculed then; on this convincing mark 
of their timidity. 

After continuing their route for about an hour and 9 
bolf^ the caravan stopped on the borders of a brackish 
lake, where they collected a quantity of salt, while 
their leader advanced to a plantation on the left, that 
bad been recently pillaged and burnt by 'the Cafi^i-es, as 
nothing remained of it but some pieces of wall, black 
with smoke, and calckied by the flames. 

From hence they proceeded to the banks of the 
Kouga^ where they tbund an abundance of excellent 
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tortoises ; constructed an inclosure for the security of 
the cattle; and passed their time agreeably till the 20tb, 
when they removed to a small torrent^ called the 
Drooge Rivier, and from thence^ on the 73d, to the 
beautmil and extensive river of Sondag. 

As the channel was at this time extremely full, and 
the weather seemed to threaten much rain^ our author 
was aware of the danger <^ an inundation, and there- 
fore resolved to transport his effects to the opposite 
shore, by means of ra^s. ' ' 

This plan was reduced to execution ; and on the 1st 
of October, after travelling about seven hours, the ca- 
ravan rested nnder the melancholy ruins of another de« 
serted habitation, that presented a spectacle as disgust- 
ing as the former. About four o^clock in the afternoon 
they halted at a lake, where they killed seven ante- 
lopes, bat found the Water exceedingly baS, and were 
necessitated to watch all the night, as the cattle were 
greatly terrified by the near approach of two lions, and 
several hyenas, that were scarcely driven away by fre- 
quent discharges of the fire-arms. 

On the subsequent day, the travellers made a forced 
march to an arm of the Sonclag River, as the oxen were 
so much debilitated bj^ the excessive heat and want of 
water, that they were tearcely able to proceed, though 
frequently relieved by the prudent management of our 
author. 

From hence they continued their route to the foot of 
the mountains called Agter Bruyntjes Hoogte, where 
they encamped in the vicinity of a pond 5 having 
passed three habitations that were evidently deserted 
through fear, as the buildings were complete, and 
every article of furniture was in its proper place. 

At the approach of night, the fires that were kindled 
in the camp attracted the notice of some savage Hot- 
tentots, who to the number of fifteen men, with se- 
veral women and children, visited our adventurer, in- 
formed him of their intention to quit the theatre of 
war, and assured hira that he would yet discover many 
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delated habitatioos^ firom wbeooe the proprietors had 
removed to the Dutch settlements^ as their possessioof 
and penons were threatened in the inost dreadful man- 
oer by the warriors of C^raria. 

De:»hioG$ to investigate the natare of a war ihat dis-* 
turbedthe tranquillity of theaxist charming port of Af- 
ricEj VaiUant obtaineid from these honest people a plain 
aod artless description, that eiactly corresponded with 
the suggestions (^ his own mind. Th^ told him that 
justice was certainly on the side of the Caffires, who 
were naturally a mild« harpokssj and indolent people ; 
but the tyrannical behaviour of the planters had now 
obliged them to take up arms in their own defence, 
aad to revenge themselves upon the Hottentots, who 
were usu^ly employed by the whites to ensnare them 
with the greatest success. 

The natural enthusiasm of our author, already heated 
by this account, was considerably inflamed by the re* 
cital.4)fa shipwreck, that had lately happened on the 
coast, at the distance of one hundred and fifty miles 
from the spot of encampment. The narrator affirmed, 
that part of the crew had fallen into the hands of the 
Cafires^ who had murdered them all except a few wo- 
men^ whom they had reserved in captivity, ^d that 
those who had escaped their power led a wandering 
life among the forests, where they must indisputably 
perish in misery^ Among these unfortunate persons 
were de«crtbed several French officers *, who were pri- 
soners of war and^embarked for £urope. 

VaiUant now resolved to assist these unfortunate 
people 5 tjut his cowardly Hottentots revolted against 
the proposal, and could neither be overcome by threats 
nor entreaties : their leader therefore upbraided tliem 
severely with cowardice, baseoesi^, and ingratitude; 
and retired to bis tent till the morning, when he crossed 
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pajc 147, vol. xxi. 
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the mountain, and proceeded to a place Tvher^ lilt the 
Hottentots of the colonies were assembled. 

To these persons our author next applied Rnr Assist- 
ance in behalf of the unfortunate sufferers 5 but their 
timid and avancious hearts were too callous to partici- 
pate of his generous ardour j and after a co6l harangue, 
which tended to prove that nothing could be got by 
such an excursion, though much hazard must of ne- 
cessity be incuited, they gave him clearly to understand 
that no one would embrace his proposal. 

Fired with a laudable indignation at such a dast^dly 
race, Vaillant converted his persuasions to imprecations ; 
wished that tlieir habitations might be speedily sur- 
rounded by a resistless multitude of incensed CatFres ; 
and immediately pursued his journey, lest the obedi- 
ence of his own attendants might unhappily waver 
through the infamous example of these contemptible 
wretches. 

Prior to his departure, however, he prudently re- 
solved to leave three of his people at the horde, who, 
by insinuating themselves among a company of Mes- 
tizo Hottentots, might probably prevail on them to join 
the caravan. , 

Hawng crossed the river Klein Vis, our author com- 
manded his companions to stop, as it was necessary 
they should pass the night on this spot, in order to wait 
the return of his commissioners, and to hear the suc- 
cess of their negotiation. An elevated piece of ground 
was therefore chosen for the encampment, the oxen 
and carriages securely stationed, and a few huts con- 
structed at a small distance, in order to deceive the ene- 
my if they should happen to attack the camp. 

Next morning the Hottentots conducted three stran- 
gers to their roaster, who by a prudent distribution of 
his brandy gained their conhdence, and received, much 
useful information from one of them, named Han-, 
who had spent the chief part of his life among the Cai- 
fres, and spoke their language with the greatest fluency. 
His accounts of the behaviour of the planters, and the 
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Iiorrid baitarities that the present enemy had long 
groaned under, were well calculated to rouse every 
tender emotion of the soul, and inflame a just resent- 
ment against the shameless beings, who can wantonly 
sport with the lives and dearest concerns of their fel- 
low-creatures. He likewise observed, that the sur- 
rounding country belonged to king Faroo, who re- 
sided at the distance of ninety miles from the encamp- 
ment, and earnestly entreated the European to pene- 
trate to the place of his abode, where, he assured him, 
he would be courteously received by the prince and 
his subjects, who would naturally suppose that his re- 
lation of their mode of life would, on his femrn, be 
attended with the happiest consequences at the Cape, 
by overturning the palpable falsehoods of the ma- 
licious planters, and effectually opening the eyes of the 
people to their true advantage. 

Plausible and seducing as this reasoning appeared, 
oar adventurer possessed a sufficient degree of prudence 
to contemplate the extreme dangers that might proba- 
bly attend such an undertaking, and therefore resolved 
to send a deputation to the monarch, imploring his 
permission to tiavel through his dominions, and as- 
suring him that his petitioner was a total stranger to 
Africa, and consequently unacquainted with the plant- 
ers, whose conduct he greatly disapproved? buc that 
he merely travelled with a view of collecting such 
objects as were peculiarly pleasing to his studious dis- 
pc.sition. 

With these instructions, and 9 few presents; Hans 
departed, accompanied by two faithful Hottentots, on 
this embassy 3 and our author promised to return short- 
ly tp Kok's craal, where he would wait the is^ue of 
tiieir undertaking. 

Next day he proceeded with his .people to the banks 
of the Groot Vis Rivier, where, on account of the 
intense heat and tlie stony road, that completely wea- 
ried the languid oxen,' they were obliged to halt at 
ihe distance of three hundred paces from the current. 

VOL. XXI. D 
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Here Vdilkot discovered the remains of a craal be- 
loDging to the Caffires. On a near approach^ he found 
several huts, that were perfectly whole, and others enr- 
tirely destroyed ; but his curiosity was effectually dis- 
gusted^ by a dismal spectacle of human bones that 
were sprinkled among the ruins, and, from their appa- 
rent age, might probably be the relics of those unfor- 
tunate creatures who were first sacrificed to the detesta- 
ble revenge of the planters. 

As the stock of provisions was nearly exhausted, the 
tbllowing day was devoted to the chase, when two 
koedoes wore killed and conveyed to the camp, where 
the fiesh was cooked, and eaten with such avidity that 
'In less than two hours two-thirds of the animals were 
consumed. 

Tlie next night our travellers were much disturbed 
by a number of lions, jackals^ and hyenas, which were 
attracted to the camp by the snieU of the meat, and 
kept our author continually on tlie watch, till two. 
o*clock in th« morning, while the horses were so ex- 
tremely terrified atlhe cries of these terrific beasts, that 
it was almost impossible to prevent their breaking fi'om 
the inclosure. 

ftosjx he^CQ Vaillant removed to Kok's craal, where 
he found a plac^ that was adnrirably adapted fur the 
security of his cattle, being about fi^y feet square, 
composed of thorns and branches of trees, and com- 
manding .a charming view of the circumjacent country, 
while the river, that glided along at the distance of 
three hundred paces, afibrded a sufficiency of water 
for the beasts and their possessors^. 

Near this spot, the large tent of our traveller wa"? 
erected, and surrounded b^ a few false huts, as at Klyn 
Vis Rivier, while a smaller tent was fixed for the re- 
pose of Vaillant in a separate {>laoe, that was designed 
for the cattle. The hedge of the inclosure was then 
raided so considerably, by means of prickly trees, that 
the travellers might with facility faav9 braved the united 
eafertsgf two thousand Cafircs. 
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Soon after their enc^npnient at tlii^ place^ the cara- 
van W9B jtttacked by a tremendous stonn> and the ad- 
jacent forest was repeatedly struck with lightning. 
This was succeeded by a dreadful wet night, when the 
fires were all extinguished* and the dogs made a moom- 
ful noisej while the jdread obscurity was momentarily 
illumined by a blaze of livid fire $ and the distant 
monntdins reverberated the sound of those tremendous 
claps of thunder^ which rattled through the air and 
shook tlie foundations of the hills. 

Shonly. after this occurreirce, three hunters were 
^nt out by our traveller to the woods, in quest of 
gnous^ antelopes^ koedojes, or buffaloes; while he,. 
with seven attendants^ undertook to search for.hippopo* 
tarai. He accordingly proceeded in silence along the 
banks of the river^ till the track of one <^ these animals 
was discovered i when Vaillant traced it to the place 
where it had thrown itself into the water>and dtstributed 
his companions along the bank in order to listen. A 
fiisee was then fired^ but without success : the anitnal, 
however, soon appeared bn the opposite side, and re<r 
ceived a wound in the head froni a dextrous Hottentot, 
who was planted -there for that purpose: it then dived, 
and shortly after rose above the surface of the water, 
apparently much convulsed with pain. Vaillant dien 
discharged the contents of his piece into its breast, and 
in about twenty-seven minutes iti dead bpdy floatec) 
along with the current, when It was pushed en shore, 
to the inexpressible delight of our adventurer and a}I 
his followers. 

The length of this surprising creature was ten feet 
seven inches, from the muzzle -to the root of the tail, 
and its circumference was eight feet eleven inches. Its 
tusks, which are cotfsidered as a great object of traffic 
by Europeans, were crooked, five inches long and one 
inch in diameter. 

A Hottentot was immediately dispatched for two 
yoke of oxen, to tran^rt the capture to our author's 
tent J and sjiortly after the other hunters returned with 

D 2 , 
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an abundance of game^ so that the caravan was now 
sufficiently stocked with provisions : a foot of, the hip- 
popotamu9 was then prepared for Vaillant, who deem- 
ed it superior to that of the elephant^ and tl)e flesh 
was broiled by the Hottentots, who seemed to enjoy 
a repast equally delicious with their master's. 

On the morning of the 1 9th, about twenty Gonaqua 
Hottentots visited the camp, headed by their chief, 
and followed by the women^ who all saluted our author 
respectfully, and evinced their friendly intentions by 
several small presents, as ostrich eggs, baskets of milk, 
young lambs, Sfc. The chief, who was called Haa- 
Jbias, gave a beautiful plume of ostrich feathers, and 
was apparently much delighted when Vaillant tore away 
a similar ornament fitm his hat> and substituted the 
present in its place. 

The females were all in full dress, newly bough* 
boued*, and painted after various maimers -, but the 
^•4: person * who entirely engrossed the attention of our 
.^ \ author was a young girl, apparently sixteen years of 
*;f'^ age, whose teeth were ej^tremely beautiful, her per- 
son elegant, and her figure altogefher enchanting. 
•'She was,*' says Vaillant, ''the 3rounge8t of the 
Graces under the figure of a Hottentot." 
; " Gratitude now demanded that some return should be 
"vj^ made to the civilities of the strangers : our traveller 
tlierefore gave a few pounds of tobacco to the chief, 
who immediately called his horde around him, and 
made a distribution that reflected the highest honour 
on his generous and impartial temper. Vaillant then 
added a necklace of glass beads, a knife, and tinder- 
box to his present, which he desired the worthy Haa- 
bas to retain for himself^ To the women he distri- 
buted beads and copper wire for bracelets ; but to the 
beauteous savage^ who was evidently more curious to 



* Boughhoued signifies tha' they were sprinkled with a kind 
of red powder, that is made of m odoriferous root called 
t:pu^hhou by the Gonacjiias. 
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etmiint \n» persoo than to sbarean His trinketf^ be 
gave a girdle, a pair of bracelets, a red baodkercfalef, 
and a necklace of white beads : be then placed a mfr* 
ror before her, and she surveyed herself in it with 
much attention and delight. She frequently touched 
ber arms, her necklacei and her girdle ; and was quite 
enraptured with the handkerchief which her admirer 
had wound round her head. She now grew perfectly 
familiar, and began to ask for every thing that struck 
ber fancy* For a long time VaiUant was unable to re* 
hse her any thing : but at last he was obliged to tell her 
that such articles were indispensably necessary to him^ * 
and she immediately relinquished her petitions, without 
tbe least appearsuioe of anger; or iU-^bumour. When> 
however, our author ofiTered to cany her to £u^ 
rope, where she might expect to be treated with 
the most profound respect, and should assuredly have 
numbers of slaves at her command, the mere idea of *^ 

quitting her native horde and family overbalanced . v ' 
the brilliant promises of her suitor, whose proposal r'" ; 
she instantly rejected with petulance and impatience. "^ * ' 

As her name was difficult to be pronounced, and, in 
our author's opinion, very insignificant, he called her 
Narina, and begged her to retain this name in remem- 
brance of hb visit to her country, and as a testimony " • 
of that love with which she virias already acquainted, .y 
He likewise entreated her to abandon the use of tallow 
and grease, that was plentifully nibbed over ber cheeks ; 
but, notwithstanding all his reasoning, she was as obsti^ 
nately attached to her viilanous black grease, as the 
European ladies are attaclied to their rouge, pastes, and 
other compositions, that are equally disgusting, and 
more pernicious. 

Vaillant having caused a sheep to be killed, and a 
gieat quantity of hippopotamua to be dressed for bis 
guests, they immediately gave themselves up to the 
most urbounded joy, and danced around the tents, 
while our author's Hottentots gallantly regaled them 
vith the music of their gouras, joumjo^ms, and rai>ou« 
i>3 
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quins; the jewVharp was also produced^ and sounded 
to the great delight of the company. Narina wished 
to try it ; but finding her abililies inadei^uate to her 
expectations, she pronounced it detestable, and threw 
it away with the utmost disdain. 

The remainder of the day was devoted to mirth and 
festivity, and a portion ot brandy was disftributed 
among the strangers, who were also regaled in the 
evening with tea and cofliee. Vaillant then retired to 
his waggon, and commanded twcx armed meii to guard 
the Gronaquas from any accident, while he intrusted 
the care of his own camp, to his favourite Haabas« 

Early the next morning our traveller quitted his bed^ 
and made a short exounion in quest of birds, that occu- 
pied his attention till near ten o^clock; when he return- 
ed to the camp, and found new charms in the person^ 
manners, and conversation of his Narina, who now 
walked with him amidst the tents, and talked as fami- 
liarly as if he had been one of her own relatives. 

After the Gonaquas had dined, our author began to 
skin the birds that he had killed in the mornings wheu 
the visiters gazed at him with the greatest astcHtishn 
raent, being utterly unable to conceive why he should 
kill and strip those birds, merely to restore them agait^ 
to their former appearance. Narina, with a graceful 
simplicity, inquired whether there were no birds in his 
own country, as he seemed so anxious to obtain those 
of Africa. This question appeared extremely natural ^ 
and he immediately answered her i^y presenting her 
with a king's-fisher, instead of entering upon a disser-r 
tation, that iQust have afforded but little amusement 
and less instruction to a horde of savages. 

Haabas now entreated our adventurer to renoove ttie 
camp nearer to his craal, where he might find a greater 
variety of birds. Finding that it was only six nailes 
distant, Vaillant promised that he would go thither in the 
course of a few days; andafter treating the worthy chief 
and his foBoWers with a good repast, he permitted them 
to depart^ with some of his Hottentots^ who were order* 
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ed to reconnoitre the road^ and to procure a few sheep 
hy barter. 

Durii^tlie time vfhkh our traveller had already 
spent with these people, he observed that they differed 
from other Hottentots by a nobler air^ a darker com- 
plexion, and more agreeable figure. Their dialect was 
indeed the same, except some few terminatignft, and 
they made a clapping noise with the tongue, like th« 
attendants of Vailiaut. 

The dress of the men was similar to that of the Hot- 
tentots, but arranged with greater attention, and their 
ioantles were made of calf-skins intead of sbeep-skins. 
A bit of ivory, or very white bone, was generally sus* 
pended from the neck, and produced a good effect, as 
being admirably contrasted with the colour of the 
skin. - 

Females go entirely naked till they arrive at the age 
of nine years» but after that period they employ much 
time in the decoration of their persons. Their aprons 
are lai^er than those of the Hottentots, and they wear 
a kross or mantle. Tike the men. Their mode of ac- 
costing any one is evidently borrowed from the natives 
of Cafifraria, as, like the people of that nation, they 
stretch forth the hand, and declaim, "tahi," 'M 
salute you.*' From this c'u-cumatance, and the approx- 
imation of their territories to those of the Caifres, our 
author seems inclined to pronounce them a mixed 
breed between the Hottentot^ and the inhabitants of 
Great Cafiiarta. 

Towards evening two Gonaquas arrived at the camp, 
with a &t 0^, that was sent by their chief, and axba<^-* 
ket of goat's milk, th^t came from the hands of the 
kind Narina. The messengers, one of whom was 
cousin to this agreeable girl,were consequently received 
with evejy mark of respect, and treated with bran- 
dy and tobacco by our traveller, who listened with 
much delight to their interesting narrations till near 
one o'clock in the irjoming, when the social p?irty 
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broke up, and retired to rest, completely charmed with 
each other. 

The following day was devoted to tjie sports of the 
field, and the evening enlivened by a charming supper, 
dancing, music, &c.; whto orders were issued out 
for (heir removal to the residence of Haab^s, and 
their exhausted powers again demanded a timely re- 
pose. 

As soon, however, as the day began to dawn. Vail- 
lant arose, and prepared for the intended visit in such 
a manner as might redound to his own honour and the 
satisfaction of the Gronaquas. Ke therefore dressed his 
hair in the most elegant style, combed oiit his beard* 
in the most graceful manner, and dressed himself in a 
brovinif Jiu^ting firock, adorned with steel buttons, a 
white vest, nankeen drawers, a pair of European 
shoes, and large silver buckles that were by <^ance 
extremely brilliant. I'hus apparelled, and furnished 
with a variety of trinkets, our author proceeded, under 
tiie direction of Narina*s cousin, to the craal of Haa- 
bas, where he was received by the whole (lorde with 
every demonstration of pleasnre and respect. Having 
dismounted from his horse, beneath the spreading 
branches of a large tree; he received the compliments 
of the Gonaquas with inexpressible delight, and silent- 
ly enjoyed the contemplation of such interesting figures 
as constandy passed before him, till he was roused from 
his reverie by the arrival of Narina, who presented 
him with a basket of new milk, and excited his admi- 
tation afresh by the gracefulness of her action, and the 
prudent arrangement of her ornaments. He -w&s like- 
wise introduced to her sister 3 but while he acknow- 



• He permitted his beard to grow, in order to distinguijh 
him from the planters, against whom the Cafires were so justly 
incensed. The plan was formed in sound policy, and succeed- 
ed to admiration. 
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ledges ihut she possessed a consideVable share of beamy, 
he ingenuously confesses a prepossession in favoui* of 
Narioa^ tha| effectually secured his bosom from any 
tender emotion on her behalf. 

He was now couducted to the habitation of the chief, 
aad found the mistress of the mansion both old and ug* 
ly ; y et he presented her with a red handkercliief, a k nite , 
a red and white necklace, and some brass wire for 
bracelets, which she received with the most evident 
satis^tion, while the female spectators testified their 
astonishment by several expressive gestures, and loudly 
declared that the wife of Haabas was undoubtedly the 
happiest of women* as she possessed a greater profu* 
sion o£ jewels than had ever yet been seeu aooong the 
dilFerent hordes of her nation. 

A distribution was then made to the other women, 
of glass beads^ and such articles as were most likely ro 
strike their iancy, while • the men were supplied with 
tbder-boxes, knives, and rolls of tobacco. 

Our adventurer was then requested to visit a number 
of men, who, on account of their age and iniinnities, 
were attended ih separate huts by children of eight or 
ten years old, who were instructed to prepare tlieir 
food, and perform such little services as were indispen- 
sably requisite for the venerable pbjects of their atten-^ 
tion. An institution so pious aod truly respectable 
could not fail to astonish our fiuropean, who cheer- 
fiilly expressed his approbation of a custom that might 
reflect the highest honour on the polished and en- 
lightened nations of the earth. Hq was likewise 
much surprised to find, that the persons who were thus 
confined under tl)e pressure of old age, commonly re- 
tained the colour of their bair,whloh had scarcely begun 
to turn gray at the extremities. 

On his return to the abode of HaabaS, he was* re* 
freshed with a charming draught of ^lilk, and some 
fine mutton, that was purposely prepared for his enter- 
tainment, while his attendants were seated at a small 
distance, ip a 80ci4 circle, and were regajiqg tbem» 
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Helves with an abundance of provisions, that had been 
kindly given them by the Gonaquas. 
'. Finding the evening advance pretty fast, ValUant, 
at the conclusion of his repast, arose to take leave of 
his hospitable friends, who hardly permitted him to 
retuni to his camp, so ardent and sincere was their 
affection towards him. At length, however, after fnany 
emphatic repetitions of the woid tat^, he naounted 
his horse, and departed with a retinue of twenty per- 
sons, who, attracted by curiosity, or enticed by 'the 
mild disposition of the stranger, Allowed at a distance, 
and devoted, the whole of the night to dancing, singings 
and other festivp amusements. 

Consistent with his usual custom, our author^ on his 
return, amused himself with writing down such dig- 
coyeries or observations as he had made in the course 
of the day, thereby to strengthen his own memory^ 
•and enable him to give such a relation to the Jiterary 
world, aSi being founded on truth, might resist the 
attack of malice, and contemn the tongue of slander. 
With this idea, and upon thjs account, he noade the 
following remarks on the Gonaqua craal, inhabitants^ 
"customs, &c. 

The craal of Haabas is situated at a small distance 
from the fiver Groot Vis, on a gentle declivity, that 
extends, to the feet of a mountainous chain richly 
clothed with a magnihcent forest. The huts, siintlar 
in construction to those qf the Hottentots in the colo- 
nies, were about forty in number, formed into several 
crescents upon a square space of six hundred feet; they 
ivere ail connected" by small enclosures, that were de^ 
signed for the cattle, and well supplied with water by 
means of a small rivulet that murmured through the 
craal, and discharged itself into the adjacent river. 
Though the huts are so extremely smoky, owing to 
their confined dimensions, and the want of proper 
apertures, custom renders them supportable to the 
savages, who, however, seldom enter t'heip till the ap- 
proach of nighty whex) they retire to tiieir beds of mat 
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and 8beep*skifi83 and sleep as contentedly as tbej possi- 
bly could on the softest bed in Europe. 

We have already observed that the dress of the« 
females, ihough similar to other Hottentots^ is 121-; 
disputabljr more elegant $ the difference is, however, 
chiefly confined to that profusion of ornaments which 
eoga^ much of their time, and displays the excellence 
ot their 4aste by a happy mixtute of colours, and a pru- 
dent distribution of compartments, that unitedly pro« 
(luce a good effect, and ensure the wearer every mark 
of respect firom her neighbours. Their bonnets are 
Qsually made of zebra*s hides, because they imagine 
that a white ground intersected by black or brown 
^pes must of necessity add something very enticing 
to their natural charms. They likewise decorate their 
legs with tissues, in the manner of half- boots; or, if 
their confined circumstances preclude such a degree of 
magnificence, they substitute bandages of reeds, or 
tbougs. that are cut from the hide of an ox, and beat 
into a round form by means of a mallet. 

Though they paint their faces and bodies in a variety 
of ways, tliey generally use the colour of red and black, 
for which they express the greatest fondness. The 
fom^er is made of a sort of ochry earth, that greatly 
resembles brickdust, and is commonly found in the 
country 5 the latter is merely soot or charcoal, mixed 
with grease, and applied accdording to the fimcy of the 
painter. The faces of the men are never painted, but 
a preparation of both their favourite colours is irt» 
quentiy applied to the upper part of the lip, as far as the 
nostrils; by this means they continually inhale tha 
odour of the boughhou, that is always minjglcd witji the 
colouring, and the youthful admirers of the ladies oc- 
casionally persuade them to lend their assistance in this 
departraent of personal decoration. Unless the wea- 
klier is cold or rainy, their heads are adorned with glasi^ 
beads, a plume of feathers, a blown bladder, or piecea of 
leadier cut into different forms ; but when the heavens 
are overcast, and they arc apprehensive of rain, they 
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wear a leathci; cap. Sandals are also used in common, 
and laced up with leather thongs j their legs and arms 
are generally ornamented with bracelets of ivory qr 
brass wire, the latter of which they esteem greatly, 
and sco^ir it so repeatedly, that it soon becomes un- 
usually brilliant, and retains an Excellent polish. 

Hauling is their favourite employment, and their 
methods of procuring game are equally dexterous and 
excdlent. Their arrows are about eighteen inches 
long, formed of reeds, and supplied with small bones, 
that are dipped in a malignant poison, and tlirust into 
the arrows in such a manner that the rod may be drawn 
out of a penetrated body, but the bone must remain 
in the wound. To obviate, howevier, the effect -of 
the poison on the animals which Ihey kill, they cut 
away ail the flesh that encircles the wound, as soon as 
the creature expires. Their bows are proportionate to 
their arrows, and consequently do not exceed three 
feet in length -, the string is always formed of intes- 
tines. 

Some few of the Gonaqnas display a considerable 
degree of dexterity in tlirowing the hassygay ; but the 
generality of th^m are more partial to their bows and 
arrows^ as the other weapon is frequently productive 
of much embarrassment, and seldom procures them any 
advantage. 

Totally ignorant of agriculture, they neither sow 
nor plant; they drink the milk that nature sends 
them, and their ruling pleasures are smoking and 
drinking. Instead of tobacco, they use the dried leaves 
of a plant, by them called dagha, but supposed 
by our author to be die hemp of Europe, which 
they either sell to the neighbouring Hottentots, or 
barter it for cattle. Ihejr pipes are of their owu fabri- 
cation, extremely large, and formed of a ban:kboo reed, 
baked earth, or a soft ochre, that is scooped out to an-. 
fiwer their purpose j these pipes are held in higher es 
timaiion than any that are brought from Europe. 
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Though they reat an abundance of sheep and oxfen, 
their principal nourishment is roilk, and the produce 
of the chase 5 the oxen are either used as oeasts of 
burden, to transport their baggage from one place to 
another, or are bartered to other tribes for sudi articles 
as they stand in need of. Their cows exactly reserabla 
those of Europe, and their goats are of an excellent 
breed, and always yield a charming supply of milk. 

Among the few edible roots which they commonly 
use, Vaillant gives the preference to one that is called 
the kamero ; its shape resembles that of a rddish, but 
it is as large as a melon. Its taste is pleasant, and it 
possesses a wonderful power of allaying thirst. It is, 
bowever, found with much difficulty, as its leaves 
drop off at the period of its maturity, and it required 
that a person should be accustonied to the country, if 
be would learn to distinguish the places where it grows. 

These savages are seldom seen when afflicted by 
sickness : a sense of delicacy induces them to retire to 
separate huts ) nor do they ever think of obtruding 
their personal misfortunes upon the public, for the 
purpose of exciting compassicm. On the decease of a 
Hottentot, he is clothed with his worst kross, , and cat- 
ried by his relatives to a distance from the horde, 
where a pit is dug for the purpose of interment, and a 
heap of stones is raised to serve tlie double purpose of 
a mausoleum, and a protection against the devouring 
beasts of prey. The grave of a chief is distinguished 
by a larger quantity of stones than ordinary. 

When they are desirous of amusing themselves wiih 
dancing and singing, they all join hands, and farm a 
circle of proportionate extent to the number of* male 
and female performers. They then turn round from 
one side to the other, sepa-ating occasionally, to mark 
the measure, and clap their hands without interrupting 
the cadence, while they chaunt Hoo ! hoo ! to the 
sound of their instruments. Sometimes one of the 
dancers goes to the centre of the circle, and forms a 
few steps alone, without stirring from the spot where 
yojr. XXI. « V 
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he stands ; they then iJll quit each others, hands, fol- 
low one another with an air of terror and dejection, 
and in a moment break forth into demons tr at iuns of 
jo}», and shouts of merriment. 

The niusical instruments which are accowntccl the 

^most excellent, are ihe rabouquin, the romelpot, and 
the goura. The rabouquin is formed of a triangular 
piece of wood, that is supplied with three strii-jgs maiJe 
of intestines, and siipporied by a bridge. I'he stririgs 
may be stretched at pleasure, by means of pegs, like 
instruments in Europe 5 but the Hottentots cannot be 
expected to produce much music from it, as they are 
contented with merely beating it 'with their lingers, 
without either art, method, or regularity. The romel- 
pot is constructed of part of the trunk of a tree, 

. that is hollowed put, and Covered at one end with a 
tanned sl>eep's skin, lliis instrument is, beaten with 
the hand, and is the most noisy of any that are used 
among ihe savages. Ihe goura is shaped exactly like 
a bow, with a string of intestines, fijted to one end, 
and held in the other by means of a cleft and flattened 
quill, which is held to the performer *s mouth, who 
usually draws frOni it some very melodious tones ; tliey 
cannot, however, play any rej^ular tune, nor wJU the^ 
ever sound iii uiiison if several gouras are 'played to- 
gether. When a female performer plays the gouiia, its 
name is tran.sformed to the joumjonm, merely because, 
instead of holding it like a huntsman*s horn, and ap- 
p.yiug her breath to the qiiill, in maimer of her coun- 
tr)mcn, she places the instj-ument before her, as she 
Bits upon the grouiid, and strikes the strings in different 
places wi'vh a stick about five inches in leilgth. ^ 1 his 
I. et^k/d of playing the goura greatly delighted our 
author, who affirms that it added considerably to the 
graces of the krnale who kindly entertained him with 
her music. 

1 here is something very peculiar in the appearance 
cf a Hottentot, which pnght induce a physiognoroist 
10 £isiga Lira a place ia the scale of beings between 
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the human species and the onraiig outang 5 but sucli 
an arraDgemeot would be an act of the most flagrant 
injustice, as tlie qualities of his heart are frequently so 
excellent that his personal defects are overlooked by 
the candid and impartial observer. The distinguishing 
marks which seem to separate him from the generality 
of mankind are, die promineiice of his cheek bones ; 
the strange formation of his visage, that is^ extreme)/ 
narrow, and decreases to the point of his chin j the 
(iepression of his nose; and the surprising width of his 
mouth. His eyes are generally large and handsome; 
iiis teeth small, white, and well enamellcdx; and his 
short curly hair exactly siniilar to wool. 

The proportion of his body approximates to perfec- 
tion : he is eoualiy remarkable for gracefulness and 
agility ; and all his motions are attended with a natural 
eas", widely different from the unpolished actions of 
the savages in America. 

The women bear the »ftme characteristic marks in 
their figure, but their features are tnore delicate, their 
hands smaller, their feet more elegantly shaped, and 
the sound of their voice so peculiarly soft, as to h;ir- 
monjze an idiom, which, from passing through the 
throat, might be naturaliy expected to grate in the ear 
of a stranger. 

Timidity, indolence, and inactivity, are strongly 
mingled with their dispositions, )et they are justly 
a'ebrated for kindness and hospitality ; their huts af- 
ford a welcome shelter to the weary traveller, and their 
provisions are freely shared with the indigent or un- 
tortunate. '1 he attention bestowed on their dress, and 
tiieir partiality to bathing, are sufficient to prove their 
love of ciea:i?iness ; and our author has repeatedly 
borne witness to the innocence of their actions, and 
tl;e integrity of their hearts. 

Three weeks having elapsed since the departure of 
the envoys to tfie residence of king Faroo, the fol- 
lowers of our author began to murmur violently against 
their master, whose rashness they frequeiitly accused, 
e2 
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and gave hiro much reason to suspect that they 
would all desert him, in case he should persist in his 
resolution of proceeding to CafFraria. The deputies, 
however, returned before matters were brought to an 
extremity, and assured Vaillant that he might pursue 
his journey into CafFraria without».incurring the least 
risk, as the members of that nation already regarded 
him as a friend, and expected his arrival with im- 
patience. With regard to the delay that had so greatly 
alarmed him, Hans informed him th6t, on his arrival 
at the abode of king Faroe, he found that his majesty 
waa absent upon business of great importance. He 
therefore waited a considerable time in expectation of 
his return ; but finding that the monarch had removed 
htill further, upon a fresh expedition, he resolved to 
conduct his Hottentot companions back to the camp. 
The rumour of this intention was then instantly spread ; 
and the Caffres, who hoped that a benevolent stranger 
might avenge their quarrel with some of the planters, 
sent the most pressing invitation to his master, and de- 
puted several of their countrymen to assure him per- 
sonally of their good will and protection, if he would 
enter their territories. 

Satisfied with this simple narration, our author 
waved all further inquiry, and commanded the stran- 
gers to advance, *who immediately surrounded him, 
with repeated salutations, and mciny demonstrations of 
respect 3 but as he understood very little of their lan- 
guage, he coukl only answer tat^ to their numerous 
compliments. As Hans had made honourable men- 
tion to these CatTres of the pistols and double-bar- 
relled fusees that were in the possession pf his master, 
they requested permission to see them, and handed 
them round from one to another with evident signs of 
surprise and admiration 5 but when our author, on ob- 
serving two swallows passing through tlie air, dis- 
charged one of his pieces, and levelled the birds with 
tlie ground, their astonishment was redoubled, and 
they seemed at a loss whether to bestow the most praise 
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on the arms, or on the person who iised them in such 
a dexterous manner. Vaillarrf then inquired, by^i<;ns, 
whether they could perform as much with their l)ias- 
sagaysj but they shook their heads, and replied, that 
their weapons would noi kill a bird in its flight j but 
they added, that either themselves, or their country- 
men, could strike a sh^ep that was running, or any 
other (}uadruf)ed; of a greater oT smnller size. , 

Ihis remark indiiged Hans to present a youth of 
cig'^teen to our travelltr, whose dexterity, he assured 
him, was remarkable, in his own nation, tor throw- 
ing the hassagay, or the short club, which is used for 
the same purp(^se as the former weapon. Vaiilant was 
de.iii-ous of seeing a specimen of his skill j and at his 
request the youth grasped his h'a.ssMgay, darted forward 
^.iih $e»eial rapid leaps, and disch.jrged the weapon 
uitli such force from his unerring hand, that tlie air 
resounded with the noise of its flight, and the destined 
animal tell lifeless to the grou^id. 

Flaied with his good success, and proud of the 
stranger's applause the graceful savage literally glowed 
v.idi pleasure, while he mtasured the heiglit of our 
European, stood close to his side, and seemed to de- ' 
maud, *' In what sense am f your infurior ?** He 
then ran to his bleeding victim, drew- o\u his lance 
from its body, and carefully cleaned the p>oint, by 
thrusting it repeatedly mto the sand, and wiping it 
wiih a hi^ndful of grass. 

A i»pol was now marked out at some distance front 
the.cara.p for these visitors,, whose number amounted 
to twenty-six, hicluding hvQ women and two young 
children. They had dso brought witli them several 
oxen designed for provision, four to carry their bag- 
gage, and several cows with tlieir calves, so that the 
caravan had really an air of opulence, that could r>ot 
have been expected amidst the valleys of Savoy. 

When the fires were kindled, and the sheep pre- 
pared for roasting, our traveller distributed a number 
of trinkets, and a portion of tobacco, among Lis 
B3 
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quests, who expressed the highest satisfaction on the 
reception of these amicable presents, and immediately 
began to use them according to the various directions 
of their fancies. 

Whilst employed one day in surveying the cattle and 
utensils of these people, and asking a variety of ques- 
tions relative to their conntr}', manners, customs, &c. 
t^e attention of our author was excited by a hollow 
sound, that seemed to proceed from a considerable 
distance, and only struck on his ear occasionally ; he 
therefore asked, if they knew from whence it pro- 
ceeded, when two of them resolved the question by 
leading him to, the foot of a i-mall rock, where some 
of their companions were employed in forging hassa- 
gnys from som? pieces of old iron. They were now^ 
assembled around a Inrge fire, from whence they were 
drawing a red-hot bar of iron, which they placed on a 
block of stone, in place of an anvil, and began to 
beat it with stones that were extremely hard, and of a 
iigure well adapted for supplying "the want of ham- 
mers. The work was really performed with much 
dexterity j but the construction of their bellows was 
tery bad, being merely formed of a sheep's skin, that 
was sewed up, and furnished with an old gun-bairel 
for a pipe. Disgusted at the appearance of such a 
wretched instrument, and vexed at the fatiguing me- 
thod that was of necessity adopted to create a sufficient 
degree of heat for their purpose^ our benevolent author 
dispatched a person to his camp for a few materials, 
with which he contrived to make a pair of bellows 
th^t were certainly superior * to those of the Caflfres, 
who for some time regarded his operations with the 
eye of doubtful scrutiny : but when they perceived that 
he accomplished as much in five minutes, by a few 
easy motions of his hand, as tliey possibly could have 
expected to perform in half an hour by the most Ja- 
torious exertions, they were literally thrown into a 
delirium of joy, and, by ^clapping their hands and 
dancing round tlie' bellows^ sufficiently evinced the 
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nature of that gratitude to which, most probably, their 
language was inadequate. 

Completely charmed by the mildness and afiability 
of these strangers, Vaillant was extremely desirous of 
granting their petition, by following them immediately 
to the residence of their sovereign j but so widely dif- 
ferent from his were the opinions of the Hottentots, 
that Catfraria was still regarded as a tomb, which their 
master was rashly preparing for himself and tliem. 
They were, therefore, firmly resolved to abandon his 
destined enterprise, alike regardless of the threats of 
immediate punishment, or that severe chastisement 
which must assuredly overtake them on their return to 
the Dutch settlements. 

This refractory disposition excited the 'surprise of our 
traveller, who frequently compared the present situa- 
tion of affairs, with respect to the Caffrcs, with the 
time of his airival at Bruyntjes Hoogte, when the false 
representations of the planters, and a total ignorance 
of the persons, manners, and disposition of the dread- 
ed enen^y, might be offered as some palliation for the 
disobedient behaviour of his people ; a mystery was, 
however, soon unveiled, that threw a considerable light 
upon the subject of hs contemplations. 

One afternoon he was informed by Klaas, the per- 
son who so afftctionately sought him in the hour of 
danger, that, notwithstanding all his care and precau- 
tion, four bastard Hottentots * were concealed in his 
camp, who were indisputably sent thither, in the ca- 
P'icity of spies, from the planters of Bruyntjes Hoogto. 
He added, that the arrival of the Caftres was weU 
known to those planters, who murmured loiully at his 
giving them so favourable a reception. 

* These persons are the illegitimate offspring of European 
jnen and Hottentot females. They are described by' our author 
a«a base, revengeful, and perfidious race, whose number h 
aiready computed at one »ixth part of aU the liottentots in the 
Culonics. 
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^red with anger against the audacious wretches \^ ho 
had entered his camp in so contemptible a manner, and 
with such base intentions, Vaillant commanded them 
to be broug)it before him, and so effectually terrified 
tkena by the severity of his countenance, the harsh 
tone of his voice, and his threats of intiicting a pu- 
nishment upon them that should be adequate to tlieir 
heinous offence, that they were really incapable of 
replying, when he demanded, with an air of imperious 
authority, by whose orders they came to violate the 
peace of his camp, and on what account they had 
dajed to introduce thmnselves amongst his people, 
without his ktiowledge. 

Finding them too much agitated and embarrassed 
to yield llie desired intelligence, he told tljc.ra, that he 
was resolved lo permit no spies to' come amongst Jiis 
followers, and commanded them instantly to return, 
and infornn their unworthy emplo) ers,'-4h{\t he con- 
sidered himself a^ tl^e master of his o\vn acticuis, and 
should tliercfore render no account to any one, either 
of his connexions or intentions. He the;i concluded, 
by observing, that he would protect his CaftVe guests 
to the best of his ability, while they continued in the 
vicinity of his camp, as he was well convinced, from 
actual obstjrvation, that they would never attempt to 
commence hostilities, that might ind^j bini to with- 
draw his favour and assistance. 

At the conclusion of this discourse, Ue commanded 
four of his fusileers to convey the traitors beyond the li- 
mits of the canip, and solemiiy affirmed that if ever they 
attempted to return, up(ii> any pretence whatever, he 
would hunt them in the same manner as the wild 
beastt'of the desert, and all their abettors or friends 
shotjjd share a similar fate. This threat seemed to 
oper^^owerfuily on the Hottentots, who, conscious 
of their own guilt and disloyalty, shrunk confounded 
from the examination of their injured master, and 
were quite as dinbarra-ised as the bastard spies. 

During this scene, the C£lres,. who were present. 
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geemed njuch alarmed at the agitation of our traveller, 
and the consternation of his servants. Though unable 
to comprehend the meaning of his language, they 
were suAieiently convinced, by his looks mid gestures, 
that they were in some sense the subject of his dis- 
course. The perplexity and suspense that tortured 
their minds was legible in their eyes, which they re- 
peatedly turned from one side to the other, and oc- 
casionally fixed them with the ardent gaze of inquiry 
upon the speaker^ who commanded Hans to calm their 
troubled breasts, by a plain interpretation of the busi- 
ness, and a fresh assurance of Vaillant's favour and 
protection. 

On the 21st of November, tliese CafFres came to 
bid adieu to their generous friend, to whom they re- 
peated their former protestations of gratitude and amity, 
and assured him, that in every place through which 
they passed in their return, they would take care to 
give their countrymen sucha description of his kindness, 
familiarity, and benevolence, as should ensure him a 
cordial reception in Caffraria, and cause the inhabi- 
tants of that country to regard him with an affection 
equally as warm and disinterested as their own. > " 

They all then turned towards our author's tfnt, 
which was distinguished by a flag, and asked him 
whether he would bring it with him when he paid 
them the desired visit. He replied in the affirmative, 
and they expressed their pleasure by a shout of tri- 
umph. He then accompanied them to the river, 
which both they and their cattle passed by swimming, 
and saluted them for the last time, on his arrival at the 
opposite bank, with a general discbarge of all hi^ 
musketry. 

Anxious to renew his acquaintance with the Gonaquas, 
whom he had scarcely seen since the arrival of his CailVe 
visitor's, he now repaired to the craal of the venerable 
Haabas, where he was instantly surrounded by the in-^ 
I'abitantSj and received with every mark of respect and 
gladness. The worthy chief, however, confessed that 
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he bird been much alarmed at the arrival of the Caffres, 
who might probabjy have discovered the pltce of his 
retreat, and, in that case, might have forced him to 
enter into hostilities that were contrary to his inchna- 
tions. Vaillani attempted to calm his uneasiness, by 
asserting, that his late visitors entertained no haired 
against t.:e Gonaquas, who, they were-cpnvinced, had 
no dealings with the planter^, or the rest of the^Hot- 
tt?ntots. Hagbas replied, that he had already felt the 
force of their arms ; and consequently it was di^tiied 
naost prudent to avoid a similaf nciisfortupe, by remov- 
ing hia establishment to\yards the Western Mountains, 
and thus entirely quit the borders of Caffraria. 

During his residence with this horde, our author 
made suit^le preparations for his iritended journey, 
and, as he could only depend upon the fidelity of eight 
companions, he Qbtained some oxeo i^n barter, for the 
purpose of conveying his baggage, as it \yould be im- 
possible to take the carriages with him. He then de- 
parted, notwithstanding the pressing entreaties of 
Haabas, and all his people, and returned to his own 
camp, where he summoned all his dependants to ap- 
pear before him, in order that he niight hear, from 
their own mouths, what were their real intentions con- 
cerning his fiavourite project. 

" The refractory Hottentots were accordingly assem- 
bled, ^nd unanimou"^ly concurred in making one reply 
to their leader, whicii sjniply intimated, that tbey 
were willing to serve him to the best of their abilities 
in any other enterprise j but as they had never witness- 
ed the return of a Hottentot, or an European, from 
Caifraria, they candidly a.cknowle4ged that timidity 
overbalanced their affection, and occasioned a resist- 
ance, which unfortunately incurred his ^ displeasure. 
Though deeply vexed at their disobedience, and ap- 
prehensive of many disagreeable consequences that 
might probably follow their desertion of his cause, 
Vaillant vas unable to reprimand them, as his heart 
acquitted them of every charge but covyardice^ he 



IN aI-rica. A*J 

therefore contented himself with fexhorting the<h to 
remain faithful to his interests during his absence, and 
constantly to reflect on that kindness which he had in- 
variably testified towards them upon all occasions. 

The grateful (^features were ihiich affected by this 
unexpected address, and Vaillant retired to his tent 
with h firni assurance of (heir inviolable attachment to 
his person and welfare, though their courage was in- 
adequate to the task of exploring an enemy's country. 

l^rly the next morning 'he called such of his Hot- 
tentots around hiro, as had voluritarily oftered to ac- 
company their beloved master wherever he should 
thirik proper to lead them, and irifornled them that 
he was fe^dy to pay a visit to the Cafires, who doubt- 
less waited his arrival with the greatest inipatieric'fe. 
These words 'ot)erated like magic on tilfe advetiturous 
few, who contemned that appearance of danger which 
made their companions shake with terror j and they 
instariily began to form the different packages of arms, 
ammunition, beads, trihketJ, kitcheii utensils, and 
mats for their repose, with a degree of dexterity that 
formed a charming contrast to the astonisliied and de- 
jected air of the timid wretches who were to remain 
behind. 

When the baggage was properly adjusted, and'every 
thing in readiness for the commencement of the jour- 
ney, our author gave the coiiimand of the camp to an 
old Hoitfentot, named Swanepoel, whom he piivaely 
informed that he would return within fifteen days, 
provided he should find it unsaTe or impracticable to 
traverse the country of Caffraria ; but, in case he 
should not appear b*^fore the expiration of six we6ks. 
Swanepoel Was dii*ected to repair with all his peopTe 
to the Cape, where the effects must be delivered to 
Mt. Boers, and frorii whence he might pursue his jour- 
ney to his own country. These words, delivered with 
some degree of emotion on the. part o* our author, 
nt-arly overpowered the feelings of the old mm, who^e 
cheeks \iere plenlebu^ly suffused with the bitter tears 
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of i^gret, while his faithful bosom was literally con- 
vulsed with sighs and sobs, 'that completely stopped 
the power of articulation. Vaillant was unable to 
bear the pathetic addresses of his people, and the 
agony* of their appointed chief any longer, and there- 
fore forced himself away from their affectionate ca- 
resses, and hastily proceeded to cross the river with his 
horses, dogs, and oxeti. 

Having reached the opposite bank, he directed his 
course to the north-east for about five hours, when 
they were obliged to halt, on account of the excessive 
heat and the fatigue which they had buffered by pass- 
ing through the long grass, diat greatly impeded their 
progress, and, owing to its extreme dryaess, frequently 
wounded their feet. » 

After partaking of a light repast, and procuring a 
temporary repose beneath the shade of some spreading 
mimosas, tliey continued their route, though attacked 
by a dreadful thunder-storm, till about five o'clock in 
•the evening, when our exhausted traveller commanded 
his tent to be erected, and fires kindled. The travel- 
lers accordingly dried themselves, and retired to rest -, 
but the moisture of the earth, and the impetuous tor- 
rents, that descended with redoubled fury from the 
clouds, penetrated the blankets of the master, the 
mats of his followers, and the canvass that was stretch- 
ed over them, in such a manner as to render abor- 
tive all their precautions, and efJbctually to preclude 
the possibility of sleep. 

The subsequent morning proved extremely fine, and 
our author proceeded for about sev^n hours, when he 
ordered an eiicampment to be formed in the viciriity of 
a rivulet, that was apparentiy connected with the Groot 
Vis River^ where they spent the night very peaceably, 
and from whence they travelled at sun-rise to a craai 
of Caff res, which had been destroyed by the revenge- 
ful planters. The huts were in many places still entire, 
and only a few of them had been burnt 5 about six of 
them were observed in a cluster, a.nd the TeiBainder 
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were lightly sprinkled over the plain, to the extent of 
half a league. In this place our author first observed 
that the CafTres have -some little idea of agriculture, 
and that they usually erect their abode in the centre of 
their little fields. A plentiful crop of millet, known 
by the name of Caffre wheat, stood ready for the hand 
of the reaper, though materially damaged by the fre-^ 
quent incursions of the antelopes j and dismally con- 
trasted by putrescent botlies, and scattered limbs, that 
were observed on the ground in every direction. 

As the situation of this craal was remarkably plea- 
sant, our author resolved to spend a few dajs in it^ 
vicinage, and accordingly established himself in his 
tent, on the borders of a magnificent forest, that af- 
forded a most delightful shelter from the heat, and 
afforded much amusement to our traveller, who de- 
voted several hours to a reviving walk beneath its 
stupendous trees, which afforded ample scope for his 
contemplation, while a variety of plants, and a nu- 
merous tribe of antelopes, equally attracted his atten- 
tion, and rendered the spot of encampment truly de- 
lightful. 

After a short stay at this place, which the Hotten- 
tots denominated the camp of slaughter, they proceeded 
in an easterly direction, across a district where the 
grass had been recently cut down, and was now spring- 
ing forth in afresh and luxuriant verdure : ostriches and 
cntelopes were here seen in great abundauce ; and a 
sufficient number of partridges were killed, in the 
course of a short march, to dine all the company. • 
Some traces of oxen were likewise noticed by our 
author ; but he was much surprised to find so beauti- 
Jill a country utterly destitute of inhabitants, as during 
a progress of ninety miles he had neither discovered 
a liingJe craal, nor met with any native of Caffraria. 

Towards evening they halted near a large pond 
that was formed by the rain water, when the oxen 
>Jere refreshed," after a laborious day's passage beneath 
the intense heat of the sun, and the Hottentots em- 
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ployed themselves in cooking some ostrich eggs that 
*had been recently discovered by accident. The even- 
ing was spent in much cheerfulness ; but the blessing 
of repose was prechided by the violent iind incessant 
barking of the dogs, which inclined our author to ap- 
'prehend sotne treacherous design On tlie part of the 
"savages, or a race of plunderers known by the appella- 
'tion 6f Boshmen j but on the return of day they were 
unable to accountfdr the alarm, notwithstanding they 
examined every probable covert with the minutest at- 
tention, and endeavoured to discover tlie traces of their 
noctufnal disturbers. 

~ Proceeding still towards the east, they passed through 
a Wove of spreading mimosas, forded a small river, 
and shortly afief arrived at the craal of their late visi- 
tors, vtrhich, though very curious and in. good condi-' 
^tion, was totally deserted by the inhabitants, who had 
certainly fled upon a false alarm, as there was not 
'the least appearance of either rapine or slaughter in the 
place. Upon examination, this craal was found to 
contain above a hundred ancient, well-constructed 
huts, that were erected at the usual distances, and sur- 
rounded by little corn-fields, from whence^^ however, 
the crops had been peaceably carried away. 

On their departure from hence, the}' passed a variety 
of deserted huts, and met with a great niwiiber of 
elephant?, bCifFaloes, antelopes, and game of almost 
* every ' description j which our author regarded as a 
convincing proof that the Caffi*es are less addicted to 
hunting than the' Hottentots, and usually place a great- 
er dependanCe on their flocks and harvest than on the 
resources of their dexterity, and the Use of their wea- 
. pons. 

After crossing a small river, in order to avoid a bar- 
ren range of mountains, that would soon have impeded 
their progress, the travellers turned off towards the 
' south, without having yet discovei'eti a single CafFre, 
though the frequent reports of the musketry, and the 
spots of encampment, must have discovered the stran- 
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IXB, if my.df the Datives bad been in thf^t- part of 
e coqntr)'. 

Our traveller, however, continued hi» hunting- e-x- 
cursions^ and other favourite amu^eni^ts, though 9 
serious consultation w^s frequently h^ld upoti the 
strange desertion of the craaU, which afforded a con- 
stant ground for conversation, and gave rise to a variety 
of CQiyectures; some affirming' that Caff res were in- 
disputiibjy secreted in the district, who did not choose 
to make their appearance 3 and others maintaining that 
there were positively none, or otherwise the caravan . 
would liave been attacked by thenj. Thmr plans of 
defence were equally contradictory j and Vaillant was 
the only person who could arrange such a design, with 
respect to a first interview, as might probably lead to 
3 1bri\inate e^jplanatioji, without the necessity of hav- 
ing recourse to their arms. They all , hpwever, agreed 
to sleep ajL the distaqce of fifty paces from the tent of 
our adventurer, whose waving flag would infallibly at- 
tract ithe notice of the savages, and thereby secure 
hm from a sudden surprise. 

Oqe day, while Vailisot was ranging about in ques^ 
of sniajl birds, in the vicinity of his. camp, he per- 
ceived two yellow serpents start up at his feet, and 
assume an erect position, while their heads swelled 
up prodigiously, and they hissed in 9 most dreadful 
maimer. Alarraqd at the appearance of these terrific 
auiraals, whose bite- he knew to be mortal, Vaillant 
discharged hh piece ^ when one o§ them retired to its 
bole, and the other fell lifeless to {he ground. This 
creature was five ^t three inches long, and nine inches 
in circcunierence 5 its mouth was armed with a sur- 
prising .number of teeth, that were hardly perceptiblcji 
and each side of the jaw was supplied with a hook, 
that was five inches in length, and might be extended 
at pleasure, like the claws of a^ cat or tiger. 

On the approach of night, a large fire was observed 
on the summit of a, mountain, that was apparently 
about nine miles distant from the spot of encampment. 
F 2 
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By the aid of his spying-glass, our author could like- 
wise distinguish several persons, who were passing and 
repassing before the tire ) but the distance was too great 
for him to ascertain whether they were Caftres or the 
Boshmenj whose nanies were held in universal detes- 
tation, and who were enemies to every nation, with- 
out distinction. Fearful of the approach of these 
rapacious plunderers, our author commanded the fires 
to be extinguished, and immediately retired to his bed. 

Next morning the travellers continued their route 
towards the place from whence they had seen the 
flames ascend on the preceding night 3 but their progress 
was so much impeded by a tedious thicket, that was 
almost impassable to the oxen, that, after a tedious 
march' of nine hours, they were obliged to stop, and 
form an encampment on the banks of a lake which 
fortunately happened to lie in their way. 

From this place Vaillant dispatched some Hotten- 
tots to make discoveries in the neighbourhood. These 
persons soon returned with' information of a body of 
Caffres, whom they had perceived m full march j and 
our author was conducted to a spot, from whence he 
plainly saw ten persons, who were quietly driving a herd 
of cattle before them : he then presented himself, with j 
his followers, to their notice, and, arresting their flight 
by the voice of Hans, prevailed on them to approach 
him ; when his' cordial salutation and the sight of bis 
beard effectually dispelled their terror, and reminded 
them of the stranger, whose promised visit had been 
announced by their countrymen. They were then 
conducted to the camp, and treated with brandy and 
tobacco by our adventurer, whom they now interro- 
gated respecting his carriages, Hottentots, &c. But as 
he v/as unwilling to acknowledge the timidity of his 
people, he waved the subjcct^ by slightly' observing, 
that his present excursion vvas merely intended to pro- 
cure intelligence; and at another time he should exhibit 
the whole of his retinue to their view, and might pro- 
bably traverse their country at his leisure. 
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They like^'ise made particular inquiry respecting the 
planters, whose persecutions had reduced them to the 
most pitiable condition^ at a time when they wer^ others 
wise severely harassed by the neighbouring Tambaur 
chis, and the cruel Boshmen. ^ho plundered f^nd 
massacred them wherever they could find them. 
1 hey likewise observed, t«iat the nearest horde of 
their pation wps now at the distance of five days jour- 
ney from, the encampment j but that they had ventured 
to quit their craal in quest ot their oxen, which had. 
been driven ,in the greatest confusion, upon the first 
incursion of the planters, eiiher to the sea-coast qr 
the most remote parts of CafFrari^i. VaiU^nt assured 
them that their enemies were neither able nor desir* 
ous to take so long a journey as that which must he 
•taken to ariiAe at their craals, and therefore requested 
them to set their hearts at rest, whije he made a liberal 
distribution amopg them of beads, toys, tinder-boxes, 
and tobacco. Deeply afifected by such tokens of un- 
.equivoqal amity, they begged him to <jccept a coup!e 
-of oxen in return ; but when he positively refused the 
offer, and expressed a wish for the angmentatipn of 
their cattle, whose number, he affirmed, he would 
never lessen, they regarded him with marks of a^itonish- 
njent, and observed to Hans, that his master resembled 
the only worthy msn of his colour whom they had 
ever seep. From their description of this person, who 
they said travelled merely for curiosity, and had visited 
them some years ago on the banks of the Boshman 
River, <^ur author found that they alluded to colonel 
■Gordon, with whom he told them that he lived on 
terms ^ the most intimate friendship. They were 
apparently much delighted with this assertion, and re- 
quest^ Vaillant to intercede with the colonel, on his 
return to the Cape, that, through his spirited and hur 
mane exertions, the government might be inclined to 
remj?dy those intolerably grievances under which they 
had so long and so wretchedly gr<j3ned. 

The remainder of the d^y was devoted to a conver- 
sation that tended to throw a considerable light on the 
F 3 
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religion, customs, and resources of the CafFres, who 
described, with equal justice and precision, such cir- 
cumstances as were either honourable or disgraceful to 
the narrators. 

The natives of CafFraria resemble, in person, the 
generality of the Gonaquas ; they are, however, rather 
taller, more robust, and of a fiercer disposition. 
Their features are much pleasanter than those of the 
, Hottentots, or the negroes of Mosambique, as they 
have neither the unsightly prominences of the former, 
nor the extreme breadth of the face that is peculiar to 
the latter 5 their foreheads are high, their eyes large, 
and their countenances open j and, setting aside the 
prejudice that operates against their complexion, our 
adventurer affirms that many of the CafFre' women, 
might be accounted handsome even in an European 
country. A peculiarity is attached to tjiese females, 
that is not, perhaps, to be found in any other nation, 
viz. their inattention to personal ornaments. That 
profusion which is common among the Hottentot 
women is never seen among tixse, who merely wear 
a kross and a small apron, that is veiy rarely bordered 
with a few glass beads. Bracelets are entirely disre- 
garded by them, nor do they ever wear any covering on 
the head, notwithstanding the alteration of the seasons. 
The men, however, bestow much time on the 
decoration of their persons, which they frequently 
tattoo and rub with grease, for the purpose of 
preserving their vigour and agility. Their arms and 
legs are commonly encircled with bracelets, \hat arc 
formed by cutting through the hollow part of an ele- 
phant's tusk, and polished according to the fancy of 
tlie wearer. Their necks are likewise adorned with a 
string of little bones,- which they whiten and polish in 
a curious manner; or, in place of such necklaces, 
they sometimes suspend the bone of a leg of muttoji 
from their necks, which our autlior humorously com- 
pares, in its effect, to that of a patch 0:1 the beauteous 
faces of the ladies in Europe. Dnri ng the h(>t wea- 
ther they retain scarcely any covering but thejie orna' 
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ments : but iu the winter they are clothed with krosses 
of calves or or.en's hides^ that are long enough to reach 
from the shoulders to the ground. 

Their huts are higher, laiger, and of a more regu-* 
lar forniation than those of the Hottentots ; the frames 
are well constructed, of solid timber, and plastered 
over with a composition of clay and cow's dung, that 
really appears as smooth as the finest mortar ; the floors 
are similar in substance to the walls, and every hut is 
provided with a circular hearth, that is rendered ex- 
tremely safe, by a border, of about three inches in 
height; the entrance is so low, that a person must pro- 
strate himself on the earth, before he can gain admit- 
tance to these curious dwellings ; but even this singu- 
larity is prudently contrived as a defence against the 
sudden attack of a wild beast, or the more dreadful 
arrival of an implacable foe. 

At the distance of six inches from the wall of the 
hut, a snaall trench is usually dug to the depth of 
eighteen inches, and a bimilar breadth, for the purpose 
of receiving the waters, and securing the inmates of 
the habitation from the ill effect of any moisture. 

From the fertility of their soil, the abundance of 
their rivulets, and the pleasant situation of their craals, 
may prolsably arise that settled and contented mm of 
mind, which, in time of peace, so ren^arkably di- 
stingui.shes tlie CalVres from the Hottentots. To the 
former, a neat little dwelling, solidly constructed, in 
the centre- of a corn-field that was once cultivated by ' 
their ancestors, is sufficient to claim the agreeable np- 
pellation of their country ; while the latter prefer the 
precarious eniployment of hunting, to the practice of 
luisbandry, and are contented to pass their lives in a 
peq^elual wandering from place to place, alike regard- 
less of the pa^t and inattentive to the future. 

It is, howtiver, worthy of remark, that notwith- 
stamiiig the tertility of tlie lahil, the copious supplies 
"t vaitr, and the luxuriant vegetation, wbich aie all 
ptcuiiar to CaltVaria^ the cattle are, in generd. 
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much smaller than those of the HoUentoU. '* This 
difference," siys our author^ ** must undoubtedly arise 
from the nature of the sap, and a certain flavour that 
is predominant in every kind of grass." 

1 he Caiffies must certainly be acknowle^ed a more 
civilized people than, those who reside towards tUo 
soufh, as their industry is more perceptible, and their 
acquaintance with some of the necessary arts greatly 
superior. 

The rite of circumcision, which they generally prac- 
tise, seems to announce that they are either the de- 
scendants of some ancient nation, from whom diey 
are now degenerated, or, otherwise, that they have 
copied it from a people who are now forgotten ; for 
they frankly acknowledge that they neither retain thi» 
ceremony as a part of their religion, nor on any mystic 
cause ; consequently it is merely transferred with their 
other customs, from father to son, through tlieir suc- 
ceeding generations. Their idea of the nature ani 
power of God is very exalted, and they readily ac* 
qujesce in the belief of a future state, where the vir- 
tuous shall be abundantly rewarded, and tlie wicKe<l 
punished with perpetual severity ; but as they have ua 
idea of the creation, they simply imagine tliat the 
world existed from eternity, and that it^ill always re* 
tain its present state and appearance. They have na, 
form of worship, nor any i)riest The education o£ 
children depends solely upon the attention of the 
parents j and the people are governed by a general, 
chief, or king, wliose power is extremely limited, hi$ 
revenue the mere production of his own fields, and his 
palace equally as small and plain as the hovel of his 
meanest subject. He may, indeed, be ackiiowledged 
as the father of a free people ; but the expenses at* 
tendant upon his family, seraglio, and retinue, 'art 
generally sufficient to drain his rustic treasury, and 
sometimes reduce him to actual penury. 

As the hordes vf the Caffres are usually situated at a 
great distance froin each other, it is judged expedieet 
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io constitute chiefs, by the king's appointment, who, 
upon any emergency, are summoned to the royal re- 
sidence, aud there receive such orders as are instantly 
obeyed in their own territories, and transmitted to 
those of their neighbours. 

The plain weapons of these people serve to demon- 
strate their superiority, in point of true courage and 
generosity, to the Hottentots j for whereas the lat- 
ter will gladly take every advantage, and deal out the 
stroke of destruction from the shelter of a rock, or the 
concealment of a bflsh, the Caffre proudly contemns 
the use of poison, that is so liberally bestowed on, the 
arrows of his neighbours, seeks, out his enemy with 
intrepid resolution, and fairly throws his hassagay in the 
open field, while his only defence is a buckler, about 
three feet long, that is made of a buffaloe's hide, and 
commonly shelters him from the arrows of his foes ; 
bat, if unhappily engaged with an European, he finds, 
by sad experience, that such a shield is incapable of 
resisting a ball. , 

The musical instruments of the Caffres resemble 
those of the Hottentots already mentioned j and their 
marriages are still simpler than those of that na- 
tion. When an agreement is formed between the 
suitor and the parents of the elected bride, the two 
families consent to devote two or three weeks to dan- 
cing, drinking, and rejoicing, according as their cir- 
cumstances will allow. Such a festival, however, is 
only performed once, as, in case of a second marriage, 
the aifair is transacted in private. 

On the decease of a father, the succession is equally 
shared between the mother and her sons, with whom 
the girls are permitted to remain till they obtain by 
marriage an establishment of their own. . If the 
throne is vacated by the death of their king, the so- 
vereign power is immediately conferred upon the eldest 
s»on, or nephew, of the deceased j but in qase the king 
dies without leaving either sons or nephews to accept 
the reins of government, a sovereign is chosen from 
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among the chiefs of the different hord^j wbea fec- 
tioos aad intrigues are usually carried to such a pi^y 
as to occasion the; most serious dissensions and a dvead** 
ful waste of blood. 

Th dead are generally carried from the craail by. 
theh: relatives^ and de{>osited in a ditch, that is oom- 
noon to the whole lw?rde, from wheuce the bodies ar9 
soon removed by various birds and beasts of pcey. 
Funeral honours are alone coftferred upon their kings 
and chiefs, whose bodies ai:e covered with a heap of 
ston/es« collected and arranged in the iurm of a doiQ&; 
a long succession of these small mounts was observed 
by our author at Bruyntjes Hoogte> which was for- 
merly inhabited by the Caffres. 

After a night of uodisturbed repose, Vaillant as- 
Eembled his Hottentos, and informed them that in con- 
sequence of the testimony of the Caffres, relative to 
the danger of an attack from the Boshmeu and tho 
Tambouchis, who were spreading death and desolation 
amidst the plains of CafFraria, he intended to return 
immediately to Kok*s craal, by way of tlie Groot Vis 
River ; afid that, t>n his arrival at the camp, he should 
have the carriages repaired, and proceed in a westerly 
direction, across the Snow Mountains, to the Cape. 

The first part of this declaration was received with 
such looks and gestures as plainly evinced the delight 
of his auditors 5 and though he knew the conclusion 
of his Sjjeech was rather unacceptable, on account of 
the dithculties that must be experienced in t^ e route 
which he traced out, he mingled it with their favourite 
desire, menely as a stratagem to reconcile tliem, by 
times, to his irrevocable determination, tliat, on his 
arrival at the camp, they might be able to inspire their 
companions with confidence, and testify their astonish- 
ment if any one should prove refractory. 

To» the ten savages who cheerfully assisted our tra-. 
vellers in packing up their baggage, and yoking tticir 
oxen, Vaillant gave as large a quantity of tobacco as 
he could possibly spare -, and, repeating many wislies 
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for Ibftir health and preservation, commenced his jour- 
ney towards Kok*s craal, whiJe they retired in an op- 
posite direction to the interior parts of Caffrar>a. 

After a forced march of three days, the traveller^ 
fl))d cattle arrived at the banks of the Groot Vis River, 
whfei-e they cheerfully reposed, after their scA^re fa- 
tigue, while our adventurer amused himself, as usual, 
wrth makfng discoveries in the neiglibourhood. 

Pi*oceeding from hence, along the side of the bank, 
\hey bebfeld, after a prog:tess of three more days, a high 
mountain, that had arrested their attention soon after 
they left their companions at the ctaal. This was a sight 
that effectually warmed the hearts of the Hottentots, 
^ho, knowing that they should soon revisit their herds, 
Ifeeir riches, and their friends, expressed their trans- 
fort by loud and repeated shouts : they then, with one 
tdnsent, began to quicken their pace, and arrived, 
without mcJlestation, at^ the happy spot that had long 
engrossed tlieir attention, and excited their tender in- 
quietude. 

The veil of night was spread over the landscape, 
sleep bad sealed the eyes of our author's dependants, 
and all the camp was hushed in the most profound 
tranquillity, when Vaillant began to congratulate him- 
self on bis precipitate arrival 3 but the violent noise of 
the dogs, which, recognising their master, teased him 
with caresses, and stunned him with barking, im- 
mediately spread the alarm, and roused the Hottentots, 
who started up and ran to their beloved fViends with 
every possible mark of an unbounded affection . 

Next day ouf'traveller was agreeably surprised, by 
finding that a small detachment of the worthy Gona- 
^uas had quitted their own craal, in order to establish 
themselves in the vicinity of his camp, where they 
bad -^ready -c o nst ru cted se\*cral new huts. Swanepoel 
informed him that evefy thing had been quiet during 
his absence, and assured him that his hazardous jour- 
ney had been the constant theme of their discourse 
ever since his depaiture. Such an account naturally 

6 
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revivecj the heart of Vaillant, who, for near a month, 
had been deprived of the coiT»forts and enjoy mems of 
his camp, and was cousequently delighted with the 
fidelity and attachment of his people. He now resolved 
to increase the general joy that prevailed anaong thera, 
and proclaimed, with a loud voice, that it was Satur- 
day * J when he was immediately surrounded by his 
numerous family, who received their allowance of to- 
bacco and brandy, from their generous master, and 
teated themselves around 'an excellent fire, while our 
traveller regaled himself with his tea, and silently 
contemplated the happy group before him. 

Having described his intended route to this harmless 
people, he found much less opposition to his will than 
he had expected ; some few of his attendants were, 
indeed, overwhelmed with consternation at the idea of 
traversing the Snewberg Mountains, tliat were well 
known as the usual haunt of the Boshmen. Every 
body, however, was exhausted with fatigue, and they 
cheerfully preferred all the perils of the journey to a 
longer absence from the Cape. 

On the 8th of the month, which was appointed by 
Vaillant for his removal, he carefully arranged his col- 
lections, reviewed his carriages, oxen, and ammuni- 
tion ; and found himself in good condition to begin 
his journey ; but the arrival of Haabas, with his af- 
fectionate horde, altered his resolution, and induced 
him to de\ ote two more days to the company and con- 
versation of his beloved friends. 

The proclamation of this intention was a sufficient 
signal for a festival, which immediately comnienced 
with dancing, singing, and a liberal distribution of 
brandy from the hands of our author, and of liydro- 
niel from the worthy Haabas. These orgies, bow- 

* Our author alw.'iys ^ave the Hottentots their allowance of 
tobacco on a Saturday ; in consequence of Wliich, if he hap- 
pened, at any time, to demand the name of thj day, they 
universally replied, " It is Saturday." 
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ever, afforded no pleasure to the disconsolate Nafina 
and her sister, whose features were strongly > marked 
^^ith vexation and regret, though our author attempted 
to comfort them to the best of his ahiiity, by giving 
them a variety of presents for -themselves and their 
relations. . To Haabas and the rest of the horde he 
gave a profusion of tobacco, and as many other articles 
as he could possibly spare. He then took the vene- 
rable chief aside, and earnestly entreated him to re- 
raove the situation of his craal to a greater distance 
from the planters, whose apparent tj^anquillity might 
prove superficial, and whose iiequent meetings at one 
place might finally teVminate in some treachery, if 
tiot in the extirpation of his harmless horde. Haabas 
was much affected by this proof of friendship, and 
promised to act in obedience to the desires of our au- 
thor, immediately after his departure j but he solemn- 
ly affirmed, that if the blessings of peace should again 
be restored to the country, he would establish himself 
on the spot that was now occupied by the camp, in 
gratefial remembrance of his beloved benefactor. 

On the morning of our adventurer's i-enioval, the 
affectionate Gonaquas gave him their adieus in such a 
manner, as if, by his departure, they should be de- 
prived of every earthly comfort; and the emotions of 
his own heart were in such exact unison with theirs, 
that he was obliged to give the signal for the carriages 
to proceed, .and to relieve the sad oppression of his 
spirits' by a flood of tears, that trickled down his face, 
while he followed the convoy, witliout either opening 
his lips, or indulging himself with one transient view 
of the dear country mat he was leaving behind him. 

According to the intbrmation whix:h he had received 
concerning the Snow Mountains, Vaiilant supposed, 
that by leaving Bruyntjes Hoogte on the left, and cross- 
ing a mountainous chain, that extends to a consider- 
able distance, he should ccrlainly iJrrive there at the 
distance of one hundred and twenty or one hundred 
and fifty miles, according to the windings of the road 
by which he expected to conduct his carriages ^ but, 
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as he understood that the coohvess and elevatioti of 
their summits rendered these mountains uninhabitabJe 
during a great part of the year, fee resolved to proceed 
leisurely tlimugh a country which seertied to promise 
k variety of new productions that were worthy of ex- 
citiag his curiosity. 

•Notwithstanding the -excessive hettt c/f the weather, 
tmr Ifravellers continued their t crate for full eighteen 
miles before they halted. Abefut wje iti the afternoon 
tfcey te^ed at the ruins of a craal, where the unfortt^ 
nate •jnhaMiants ^ad been probably surpTi^ and mas- 
sacred suddenly, as thei^hults were nearly demolished, 
and the ground was completely 'covered with mangled 
limbs and scattered bones. 

Eager to remove from this disgusttttg scene, they 
proceeded for about four hours, when they arrived at 
a tieserted habitation, 'from whence inothhig had been 
remo\*ed feat the furnilm«. As this place seemed to 
after a welcome retreat, Vaillant determined to pass 
the night there ; but finding himself and all his coui- 
panions attacked by an innumerable ^^^arm of 'fleas, 
they instantly removed to the 'banks of a delightful 
rivulet, wliere our author was necessitated to bathe, 
and afterwards submit to be gi*eased and boughoued in 
the manner of the savages ; as this was the only me^s 
that could be devised to assuage the pain that he suf- 
fered from tho?ie importunate vermm. 

Plaving experienced much refreshment under this 
curious operniion, Vaillant began to regard the beauties 
of his new situation, which were really worthy of his 
attention. The plain was 'flanked on the noith by im- 
mense and magnificent forests, well supplied with an 
abundance of antelopes, and frequently embellished 
with that species of the mimosa known to the plant- 
ers by the name of the doern-boom. *lliis tree was 
fortunately now in blossom*, by which means our 

* 'i'he blossoms ol .the 4oorn*l>oom attract vase numbers of 
curious inseccs lu the tree» and these a^ain drAW thiii^r.lait^ 
fik)cks of birds, to whicli feh^y serv? as food. 



fniT«ller obtaantd a view of many birds and insects 
that otherwise be might, not have met with. 

During his stay at this place^ Vaillant enriehed hi.^ 
collectioD with ^ curious bird ^l^t is unknown to or- 
nithologists, but called by th« Hottentots the uy t lager, 
or mock bird. The size of its head resembled that of 
a blackbird; i-ts feathers were of a beautitul gre^n 
finely mingled with purple ; its long spotted tail was 
similar to the bead of a lance ; and the feathers of 
the wings were lightly covered with white spots 3 its 
biU was long and hooked, and> Itk^ its feet, of a beau- 
tifol crimson colour. It was observed to climb along 
the branches of the trees with great dexterity, in 
search of such insects as constitute its usual food ; and 
to conceal itself with surprising ingenuity beneath the 
bark. 

From hencf our trave>lers proeeeded to the banks 
of the Klein Vis River, which they happily crossed 
without sustaining any injury, and found an abundance 
of mimosas, that were a)l completely in tfossom, and 
afforded a fine retreat tp a great variety of birds that 
our author had not yet discovered. 1 his circumstance 
was sufficient to arrest the progress of Vaillant, who 
accordingly commanded his tent to be erected in a 
small meadow, that was pleasantly shaded by a cluster 
of bushy trees, and appeared well suiied for his opera* 
tions. The conveyance of the carriages to this peace- 
ful spot was, however, an arduous task, and was 
finally attended, with the loss of a fine ox, that was 
severely wounded by the prickles of a mimosa, and 
continued in great agonies for twenty-four hours, when 
it was deemed most prudent to t^minate its misery 
with its existence. 

Owing to the abundance of birds and animals that 
were procured with the greatest facility in the circum- 
jacent woods, the encampment at this place became 
iiighly interesting to our author, and very agieeable 
^0 his followers, who found an excellent supply of 
provisions for themselves and their cattle. " it was 
g2 
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one of those spots," says Vaillant, ** that were well 
calculated to'era-ic from my breast the recollection of 
other climates, other manners, and other pleasures." 

On the morning of their departure our travellers 
met with a few savage Hottentots, of whom they pur- 
diased a couple of sheep, and continued their journey 
with them for about an hour 5 when the strangers de- 
parted to their respective craals, and Vaillant approached 
the banks of the Klein "Vis River, where he spent the 
first day of the new year, 1 782. 

Next morning, while the people were engaged in 
repairing some of the wheels, and reviewing the cattle, 
our author remarked that every cjOuntenance was sud- 
denly lighted up into a glow of joy, for which they 
accounted by pointing to a distant cloud, that was ap- 
parently advancing towards them. On its near ap- 
proach, Vaillant was astonished to find that it was 
composed of millions of locusts, which literally dnrk- 
ened the air, and formed a column of about three 
thousand feet in length. The swarm was so close, that 
many of them, either stifled or hurt by the others, fell 
in showers to the ground, and afforded an excellent 
treat to the Hottentots, who prevailed on their master 
to taste them ; but he confesses they were extremely 
ungrateful to his palate, and therefore demanded his 
attention much less than the passage of the cloud, 
which occupied three hours, according to a stiict ob- 
servance of his watch. 

On the 3d of January our author proceeded towards 
the Snew Berg, whose summits were now covered with 
snow, notwithstanding the approach of the hottest sea- 
son. The excessive heat obliged him to halt on the 
banks of the Bly River, that was nearly dried up, and 
after a march of three hours he arrived at the Bird's 
River, where he found the heat still more insufferable, 
on account of the adjacent rocks, which reflected the 
rays of the sun upon the valley ; it was therefore in- 
dispensably necessary to take some repose,' and an en- 
campment was formed accordingly. 
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Having resumed their journey on the 7th, an alarm 
was suddenly spread by the HoUentots, who were 
placed in the rear gnard, and who suddenly galloped 
up to our author, followed by all the relays, in the 
greatest disorder: the terror having communicated 
to the twelve oxen of the largest waggon, that was 
now unattended by the drivers, they started aside, 
broke the poles, and dragged the. carriage into the 
thickest part of the bushes. The confusion now be- 
came more general, and the bellowing ©f the oxen 
strongly assured Vaillant that the caravan was pursued 
by linns : he theretbre set our immcdiatelt whh some 
ot his best huntsmen, in order to oppose these fero- 
cious animals, and give the rest of his people time to 
make every needful preparation. After proceeding to 
i considerable distaiKe, he discovered two lions, upon 
a small eminence, and commanded his followers to sa- 
lute them with a general discharge of their fusees ; 
this was accordingly done, but without any other effect 
than that o{ frightening them frorn their station. As, 
however» the night was extremely dark, and the resi- 
due of the people were anxiously waiting their return, 
tiie ptirsuit was prudently relinquished, and our author 
turned his attention to the recovery of the affrighted 
oxen ; which after much h^bour he happily eflecied. 

Having repaired tlie broken polo with sonic pieces 
of timber, that had been fortunately cut down in the 
forests of Auteniqua, they proceeded early on the fol- 
lowing day to the river Platte, where they were mnch 
distressed, by* finding its channel completely dry : 
they wandered, however, up its bank for near thiee 
quarters of an hour, and at length assuaged their 
thirst with a little muddy water, that by chance was 
still remaining in some boggy ground. 

As ouj* traveller intended to ascend and traverse a 
wrtof the Sncw Berg mountains, notwithstanding 
the wpll-ka(nvu perils that he might possibly incur 
from the Boshmen, he fixed his camp on an open spot 
iu the plain^ and fortified it as well as he possibly 
Q 3 . 
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could> against the sudden attacks of those powerful 
enemies, and the nocturnal depredations of savage 
beasts. 

One of his hunters, who had been out in quest of 
game, now informed hi pa that he had found a horde of 
savage Hottentots, who resided at the foot of the 
mountains ; and Valllant, attended by four of his peo- 
ple, immediately set out to pay them a visit. He was, 
however, greatly surprised to find that his appearance 
excited the most violent terror in. the children, who, 
as soon as they perceived him, scampered away in all 
directions, and filled the air with the most horrible 
cries. Anxious to learn the cause of such behaviour, 
he interrogated their parents, who informed him that 
they were but lately arrived from Camdebo, where 
they had suffered such cruel persecutions from the plant- 
ers, as had »ally filled their own breasts with the most- 
inveterate hatred agauist the whites, a^id induced them 
to fill the minds of their offspring with the same spe- 
cies of detestation. 

As our author was about to take leave of this 
horde, which consisted of about a hundred people, 
with a tolerable number of slieitp and cattle, he was 
compelled to enter one of their huts, in ordeT to avoid 
a tremendous storm, that descended with suchnncoui- 
mon fury as to threaten the d.-struction of the craal ; 
while tlie adjacent trees were torn up by the roots ; 
large bo.lies of sand hurried away by (he torrent ; and 
the plains were co:))plrtely inundated with a thousand 
streams, that fell with a terrific noise fiom the sum- 
mits ot the mountains, and pn-sented to the spectator 
a series of cataracts and ca^^cades, that were at once 
terrific i^nd magnificent. Ihe rain continued with 
great force through the remjiinder of the night j and 
the following day the inundatioir was so much in- 
creased, that the intermediate space betwejen the craal 
and tlie encampment was, for several hours, totally 
impassable. 

Slioj ily after this'occurrence, one of the herdsmen 
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informed our author that several Poshinen had de- 
scended from the mountains, and apparently designed 
to approach them ; but that, by a few discharges of 
the tusees, their courage was abated, and they retired 
with prtcipitiilion. Immediately upon this intelli- 
gence, Vaiilant set out on horseback, with five aitcn- 
dants, to pursue then) : and indeed they .soon came 
within sight of some of them, but the resolute apptar- 
ance and rapid progress of our travellers struck them 
wiih such terror, that they all entered the mountains 
by different paths, and soon entirely disapp ared among 
the numerous €xc«ivatioijs of the rocks. These people 
were entirely naked, and ascended tiic rugged ac- 
clivities with the dexterity and nimbleness of monkeys. 

This little alarm was certainly of the greatest util.ty 
to the travellers, as it served to rouse their suspicions, 
and to unite them in a regular discharge qf thc*ir duty; 
fheir precautions, however, expovd them to many 
inconveniences, as they were cjfl)lrged to keep watcl) in 
the most open places, where the heat was nearly in- 
supportable, and where they consequently snffered the 
niOftt excmciating torment from thirst. 

When our author had traversed such spots of the 
Snow Mountains as seemed the most beaiuifal, and 
had lini^lied his observations on this part of the Ci^un- 
try, his followers earnestly entreated him to lead them 
forwards, before the sun had completely exhaled the • 
small quantity of stagnant water tliat might now 1)3 
met with. In compliance with their request, he de- 
camped on the ?.J of February, and, taking a south- 
westerly direction, crossed the river Jubers, and en- 
tered upon the arid plains of Carouw, where the sad- 
dened eye wandered reluc ant ly over an immense tract 
of sand, or rested in disgust upon a chain of rocks, 
that exhibited a dreary picture of sterility and deso- 
lation. 

On the 4th they proceeded to tlie river Voocrel, 
and from thence to the river Sonda^, where the? su- 
perb avenues of mimosas, that embellished the banks. 
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and perfumed the air with the fragmnce of (heir blos- 
soms, formed a charming contrast to the dismal tract 
they had recently quitted; and a thousand different 
sorts of birds, that warbled in the elegant foliage, 
proved sufficiently enticing to detain onr author till the 
8th J when he left the Sondag behind him, and conti- 
nued hi« route till he arrived at the river Camdebo, 
which traverses the country that has afforded it a 
name. 

Prior to his departure from hence, he disco\^red a 
savage Hottentot, who instantly betook himself to 
flight, but was soon overtaken by our author, who, 
from many evident signs of terror and embarrassment, 
was well assured that he was a Boshman. He, how- 
ever, generously j-esolved to spare his life, and civilly 
interrogated him concerning game. The stranger, who 
begat! to resume his confidence upon such unexpected 
« treatment, readily -Informed him wiiere he might find 
an excellent supply, and VaiUant ordered one of bis 
Hottentots to give him some tobacco for the timely 
intelligence. He then continued his excursion, but 
was soon arrested by the cries of his servant, whom the 
treacherous Boshman had severely wounded 'with an ar- 
row. In a transpa-t of rage, onr author now leaped from 
his horse, and discharged the contents of his fusee in- 
to the breast of the savage, who instantly fell to the 
# ground i while the exasperated Hottentot collected his 
artns, and revenged his misfortune by the death of his 
enemy. 

VaUlant and his ser\'ant now returned to the camp, 
where his wound was properly washed, and effectual ly 
cured> by the hnmane exertions of our adventurer, 
who, with the rest of his people, rejoiced at the death 
of tiie assassin, as it was extremely p^-obable, if he 
had ^escaped, that he would have discovered the situa- 
tion of our travellers* establishment, and collected such 
a body of bis sangnifltaiy brethren, n% would irdis- 
putabjy have mass^red tho whole caravan, without 
mercy. 
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On the 1 6th our adventurer arrived dt a plantalioti 
belouging to two free negroes ^i who received him with 
every mark of friendship, and freely offered him the 
use of any thing that was in their possession. Wirh 
these persons, therefore, hecditinued three day^, ami 
procured a quantity of biscuits, and other provisions, 
for his people, in exchange for guii flints, shot, and 
powder. 

From hence he proceeded, though violently oppressed 
by the heat, and much distressed for want of water, 
iiillhe21 St, when he cros'^ed the dry channel of the 
Kriga, and formed an encampment at Kriga Fontyn, 
orihe Fountain of Kriga, wherfe the oxen found an 
abundance of water j but it was so extren)e]y brackish, 
Ibt the Hottentots, who drank of it, were immedi- 
ately afflicted with violent diarrhoeas. 

Quitting this place, they continued their jnurnoy in 
a most pitiable condition, till they crossed the Zwart 
Rivier, or Black River, when they fortunately met 
\ntha shepherd, who directed them to a large pond, 
where the men and cattle assuaged their thirst, and 
took up a temporary residence, while our author ac- 
cepted the invitation of a neighbouring planter to pass 
a few days in the company of his lamiiy. Ihe even- 
ings, however, were devoted to the ca<r,p, as Vaillant 
preferred his own mattress to a softer bed, and as his 
presence was particularly needful for the preset vat ion 
of good order. 

Ihis spot, which in itself was extremely beautiful, 
si^d surrounded by the most charming scenery, proved 
of the greatest benefit to the poor cattle, that were 
completely exhausted with hunger and fatigue, and af- 
forded a sweetrepo.se to the way-worn travellcis. 

After receiving a ii;ej>h supply of provisions from the 
gsaerous planter, they continued their route on the 1 st 
ot March to the Gamka, or Lion's River, where they 
reaolvedto spend two days, in order to strengthen the 
oxtn, and to refresh the people, before they com- 
menced their journey tp the Eutialoes River, that was 
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distant full sevent^^-five miles, dtiriiig which progress 

it would be imposhible Tfl> obiivin a single drop of water. 

This difficulty was, however, overcome by the pru- 
dence and attention of our traveller, who, by a forced 
march of two days, conducted his followers to the 
long- wished- for stream, where tliey found sufficient ex- 
cellence in the water to make them forget their fa- 
tigue ; while their eyes were charmed with a beautitaj 
exhibition of verdant pastures, and aromatic groves, 
curiously intersected by tlie river, and abundanily sup- 
plied with an eicullent variety of ducks, herons, 
swans, tiamingoes, and other aquatic fowls. 

On this agreeable spot they employed tl^mselves in 
repairing the carriages and readjusting such articles as 
w^ere deranged in the course of their journey, till the 
14rh, when they recommenced their progress, crossed 
the Touws Rivier, and on the 17th arrived at a large 
Jake in the vicinity of a plantation, where Vaillant 
procured some pork and flour, with which he resolved 
to treat his affectionate dependants. The flour w^s 
accordingly made up by Klaas*s wife, and the Hotten- 
totsi were regaled with bread, for the first time since 
their departure. 

On the 21st they entered upon another co\in(ry, 
called the Boke Veld, or Plain of the Springboks. The 
neighbouring hills were here frequently spotted with 
plantaiions, from whence tlie iniiabitants of every dev 
scription cattie to see the caravan, with as much haste 
and eayer curiosity as are usually shown by the popu- 
lace of a gnat city on the arrival of soi^ie strang« 
object. I'he beaixi of our author was regarded by the 
men as a wonderful phsenomenon, whjle it territied 
the women, and put the children to flight. At length, 
liowever, the concourse was d sptr>»(d, and Vaii»ant 
proceeded peaceably till near midnight, when be 
reached an inhabited retieat, where he hoped to have 
been freed from any lliriher embarrassment : but 
scarcely had the morning begun ta cheer the surrounds 
ing landscape vi ith its.wontcd light, when the camp was 
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surrounded by more than twenty per80hs> whd had 
formerly propagated a hundred absurd tales respecting 
oor adventurer, and who now teased him so much with 
their ridiculous questions^, that he lost all pa- 
tience, and quitted the spot abruptly, though he had 
intended to remain there till the cool of the evening. 

1 bis removal, however, proved but of little avail, 
as importunity still pursued bira through several plan- 
tations that he was obliged to pass, and at night he 
was necessitated to seek for shelter beneath an enor- 
mous chain of mountains, denominated Cloof, which 
forms the boundary of another couiitry known by 
the appellation of Boode Sand. 

This stupendous eminence seemed raised by the 
hand of misfortune before our author, who confesses 
himself liearly discouraged by the steepness of lis 
ascent, and the numerous quagmires that rendered the 
dangerous road still more disgusting : but as it was in- 
dispensably necessary for him, either to cross it or to 
make a very long circuit, that would in all probability 
be attended with a considerable loss of time, he em- 
ployed the whole day of the 24th in filling up the 
deep fissures with branches of trees^ stones, sand, 
and earth ; and the next morning, owing to the cheer- 
ful exertion of his followers, he had the inexpressible 
happiness of passing this frightful precipice> called Uae 
Master Hoek, or Master's Corner, by the planters, 
and of encamping peaceably at the foot of the moun- 
tain, on the opposite side. 

Next day he proceeded through the canton of Roode 
Sand, or Red Sand, which was richly clothed with 



♦ Some of these persons asserted that Le Vaillant had 
brought some waggon loa^ of jewels and.goid jJust from the 
r^'ctb or rivers, that had ntver before been discovered ; and 
oaeof the credulous peasants requested a sight of the magni- 
tvPxit stooe, which our author h:.d taken from the head of an 
eaiirmoub serpeutj 
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corn, and enlivened by a series of delightful planta- 
tions, and on the 26ih crossed the Broad River, and 
the Waater Val, or Water Fall, where the inhabitants 
of the adjacent plantations had been long waiting in 
expectation of his arrival^ and now ran after him as if 
he had been some curious wild beast. 

From hence he continued his route across tlie Roye 
Sand Kloof, the Valley of Red Sand, and the Klein 
Eerg Rivier; or Little River of the Mountains, till the 
27th, when he arrived at Zwart Land, wlieie he left 
a number of inquisitive planters around his- carriages 
and baggage, and proceeded, himse f on horseback, 
with the fiiilhful Klaas, to the residence of his friend 
Slaber, where he was received the sanle evening with 
equal pleasure and astonishment by the whole family. 

On the subsequent day tlie Hottentots arrived with 
his carriages, received their wages, and retired to visit 
iheir families, while Klaas and his master comforted 
themselves with the hopes of a second journey to tlie 
interior. i 

Lc Vaillant now repaired to the house of his respect- 
able friend Mr. Boers, who was equally rejoiced to 
see the traveller, and anxious to learn the success of his 
enterprise. The boxes, whi<'h^on rained the collection 
of birds and insects, greatly excited hi^ curiosity j and 
our author expresses himself enraptured with the view, 
when, upon opening them, he found their contents 
equally perfect and brilliant as when he first arranged 
them \n his carriages. 

Chief pai t of the fiscal's house was now converted 
into a cabinet of natural history ; and this novel deco- 
ration attracted a vast number of admirers, whose ap- 
plause was highly flatteiing to our author. Among 
these was colonel Gordon, who, like Vaillant, had 
liim self traversed some of the southern districts in Africa, 
and whose excellent observations are well known to 
many of the literati in Europe. This gentleman ex- 
pressed himself much delighted with the various species 
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that formed our traveller's collection, and candidly ac- 
knowledged that the greater part of them were such as . 
had uever befote come under his observation. 

While ihe time passed away in classing these curious 
treasures, arranging the cabinet in the most advanta- 
geous manner, and carefully examining every defi- 
ciency, the thoughts of our adventurer gradually turned 
towards another excursion, which he fondly hoped 
would prove more amusing and delightful than the 
other. " 

Though such an excursion must necessarily demand 
several, preparations, he flattered himself that they 
would all be completed in a few days. The thoughts 
of die future had totallv obliterated the recollection of 
the past, and he at length determined to depart in quest 
of new adventures; but, as it was unfortunately the 
dryest season of the year, every person to whom he 
communicated his plan earnestly persuaded him to 
wait for a more favourable period. 

In compliance with this general request, he resolved 
to adjourn his grand expedition, but at the same time 
resolved to seek a compensation -far such a delay, by 
undertaking a little excursion in the environs of the 
town. 

He accordingly visited his friend Slalier, who had 
kindly undertaken the cjire of his flocks, and who now 
received him with a profusion of caresses that were 
equally ardent and sincere. The most lively demon- 
straiions of joy were likewise visible in the ^counte- 
nances and behaviour of the whole family, whose 
thoughts were entirely engrossed by our adventurer, 
for whom they began to plan parties of hunting, and 
other excursions that were most likely to yield him 
pleasure and amusement. Here he found his little 
stock in a state of fatness and pure felicity; and many 
of his female goats had yeaned and brought him so 
many kids : this was a sight that completely roused 
all his favourite ideas, as it naturally led him to reflect 
on die peaceful hours that he had so often spent in the 

VOL. XX z. H 
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ioterior, when surrounded by his Hottentots; and re- 
joicing in the success that attended his endeavours^ le 
cheer^lly partoolc of a repast which he regularly de- 
riTcd from his goats. 

From this enchanting spot^ and its worthy ppsitessors, 
Vaillant however determined to withdraw, in order to 
pursue his httle plan« in which he engaged old Swane- 
poel, to whom the Colony was thoroughly known, and 
who was consequently the best person that could i)os- 
sibly be procured for tlie occasion. 

Our author accordingly departed, taking the route of 
Hottentot Holland^ from whence he intended to pro- 
ceed to every part of the colony, as far as the Twenty- 
four Rivers, and then to return by way of Zwartland, 
where he might again experience the kind attentio{]> 
and unequivocal friendship of the generous vSlaber. 

In visiting Franche Hoek, he regarded with peculiar 
interest that race of French refugees who formerly tied 
from the persecution of their unjust countryiijen to the 
extremities of Africa, where they have forgotten their 
kngilage, and adopted the manners of the Dutch, fron> 
whom they are now chiefly distinguished by the dark- 
ness of their hair, which forms a striking contrast with 
the remarkable light hair of the inhabitants. 

At the Rooyde Zand, or Red Sand Colony, onr ar- 
thor w^ hospitably entertained by a respectable famiiys 
who amused him with some information relative to u.o 
customs of the colony, and expressed the warmest 
wishes for bis success and preservation. He then en- 
tered the canton of the Twenty-four Rivers, which re- 
ceives its name from the numerous streams tliat inter- 
sect its pastures, and enrich the cultivated grounds with 
an abundant fertility : the reader may therefore easily 
form an idea of the excellence of its productions, and 
the beauty of its scenery. This charming district, finely 
diversified with lofty hills, flowery valleys, aromatic 
groves, and embowering shades, is so well calculated 
to refresh and fascinate the eye of the traveller, who 
has been frequently exposed to tlie intolerable heat of 
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the <vnn upon arid plains, or naked hideous rocks^ thac« 
Vailbnt atBrrosr, it bears the appearance of enchantment, 
and may properly be called the Eden of Afirica. 

From hence he returned, as he had intended, to the 
residence of Slaber, who, on his arrival, promised to 
procure him some birds that Were not in his collection, 
t>ut desired him to leave his fire-arms behind, and ac- 
company them to a spot where, .for once, he must be 
content^ to stand as a silent spectator. 

Anxious for information upon every point that vfras 
in any pense related to his favourite diversion, our tra- 
vt'llMt set out with his guide, who yoked his oxen, and 
with a long enormous whip conducted them to a fields 
where he took up his plough, and began to trace out a 
furrow. No sooner was the earth turned up, thaa 
VaiUant was much surprised to see a fiock of small 
birds assemble from every part; and alight as close as 
possible to the ploughshare, in order to devoor the 
worms, and other insects that were exposed to their 
view by means of the plough. '' Such an unexpected 
sight,** says our author, *^ was almost perfect ecstasy 5 
it had, however, one alloy, as I was obliged to con- 
template these voracious creatures without being able 
to secure one of them :" his chagrin, however, was 
soon removed by the dexterity of Slaber, who, having 
asked him which of the birds he should like to have^ 
instantly flourished his long whip, and with a single 
stroke put him in possession of that which seemed most 
particularly to strike his fancy. 

This exercise forms an article in the education of the 
young men at the Cape, and Slaber was an adept whom 
our author never saw surpassed. In some of the di* 
«ricts, however, this art is much less practised than 
in others, as the planters have different occupations, 
tempers, and usages. 

The planters of the Cape may be divided into three 

classes : the jlirst of these, who reside in ihe vicinity 

tjf C pe I'owii, are possessed of handsome houses, and 

are wealthy, haughty, and disdainful j the second^ who 

h2 
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reside in the interior districts, subsist upon the fruits of 
iheir industry, and are justly noted for their simplicity, 
kindness, and hospitality 3, and the last, (who are found 
at the extremity of the frontiers, among the Hotten- 
tots,) whose poverty results entirely from their iudo- 
lence, which prevents them from building any settled 
habitation, or deriving any benelit from agriculture, 
lik^ the Bedouin Arabs, lead a vagrant, itinerant life, 
and are held in the utmost detestation by their indus- 
trious neighbours. 

In -the interior plantations of the colony tlie farm- 
houses are commonly about the size o( a coach-house, 
covered with thatch, and divided into three apartments^ 
the middlemost serving as a parlour and dining-room, 
and tiie others forming a. chamber for the maJe chil- 
dren, and another for the females with their parents. 
A sort of kitchen is usually erectecj at the back of the 
middle room, and the rest of the building consists of 
barns and stables. 

The habitations on the frontiers are still less com- 
modious, consisting merely of one room, that resem- 
bles an European barn, where the whole family pass 
the day, and sleep at night upon sheep-skins, which 
also serve them for a covering. 

The dress of tliese planters is extremely rustic. That 
of the n.en consists of a check shirt, a waistcoat with 
sleeves, a pair of large trowsers, and a hat half un- 
looped. 1 he women are usually clothed with a pet- 
.ticoat, a jacket fitted to their shape, and a small 
round muslin bonnet. As stockings are never worn, 
except upon very particular occasions, the jegs of the 
men are covered with a kind of sandals, of their own 
manufacture, that are applied to the use ot the wearer 
as soon as the ox from which they are procured is 
killed. During a great part of the year the women go 
with their feet entirely naked. Our author observes 
that the above description is applicable to the common 
dress of the planters, but upon days of particular cere- 
mony they appear in the habit of an European 5 but 
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fli's finerjr is never used, except when thejr go to the 
Cape, and even then it is not put on till they reajh the 
entrance of the town. 

The form of salutation, upon entering a house, is to 
s]:ake hands with the master, and then with every man 
in the company, unless tlie visitor happens to see one 
whom he dislikes, when he is permitted to testify his 
enrtiity by refiising the usual compliment. The case, 
however, is different with regard to the females, who 
must all share the warm embrace of friendship, and 
rect^ive the salutation of respect. 

I'lieir common beverage, in the interval of meals, 
and in one season of the year, when they are destitute 
o/ wine, is tea j hence the tea-equipage is always to be 
2^'en on a planter*s table, and the tea-kettle is constant- 
ly kept on his fire, that, in case of any stranger's ar- 
rival, tliey may offer him the usual refreshment; 

Having completely traversed Stellenbock, Hottentot 
Holland, Draaken Steyn, Booke Vcld> Rooye Zand, 
the canton of the Twenty-four Rivew, and Zwartland, 
our traveller returned to the Cape, where he found 
that'his worthy friend Mr. Boers had been afflicted 
with a severe illness, that induced him to write to 
Europe, to ask permission of the company to resign 
his office. This request was soon granted ; and on the 
25th of October, 1783, the fiscal, who preferred the 
pleasure of visiting his friends, to that wealth and ho- 
nour which are constantly attended by great and 
numerous cares, departed for Holland, leaving our ad- 
venturer, and many others, nearly overwhelnied with 
distress at the idea of his loss. 

Shortly after the resignation of Mr. Boers, out 
author was requested to accompany colonel Gordon, in 
an experiment that he was desirous of making, in or- 
der to ascertain the poisition and bearings of the Pic- 
quet Mountain, as viewed from the Table Mountain, 
lliey accordingly set out at break of day, the next 
morning, supplied with proper instruments, and ac- 
conapanied by several officers, wiip begged leave t > i>c 

H3. 
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of the party. The sky was fortunately unsullied by 
a single cloud, and the whole day was perfectly sere^ne 
and pleasant, a circumstance that greatly favoured their 
operation. 

As Vaillant was desirous of proceeding across the 
tops of the mountains to that detached eminence, 
which is called the southern point of Africa, he pro- 
cured two negroes and a Hottentot, who were to 
carry his camp equipage, his carbine, a cloak, some 
dried provisions and arrimunition, and whatever ap- 
peared to him to be absolutely indispensable} while he 
accompanied them with a double-barrelled fusee, two 
pistols, and three choice dogs, to the summit of the 
Table Mountain. 

Here he was gratified with a view of that curious 
cloud which frequently rests on the head of the Table, 
and which i« alluded to in Barrow's Travels, under the 
name of the Table Cloth. It was preceded by a train 
of fog, that advanced from the sea over Table Bay, to- 
wards the mountain, and in less than- two hours it in- 
creased SQ considerably, that it completely enveloped 
our traveller, who had pitched his tent on the eastern 
point of the eminence, and deprived him at once of 
the charming landscape of Constantia, Neiuwland and 
Ronde Bosch, ind the appearance of the Devirs Hill. 
Notwithstanding the movfement of this large body of 
vapour, the atmosphere was perfectly undisturbed, but 
the clothes of Vaillant were insensibly soaked through 
in the course of his observation : as^ however, it is a 
well-known fact that, when this cloud rests upon one 
side of the mountain, the other is pure and untouched, 
he had nothing to do hut to walk forwards, by whk-h 
means he found himself again exposed to the ardent 
rays' ot the sun, and under a sky that was perfectly 
serene. 

The remainder of the day was agreeably spent in 
contemplating the plantations that arc lightly sprinkled i 
over the Tiger Mountain, Biauw Berg, Groene Kloof, 
and liie Picquet Mountain } and die evening preseni'.d 
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a scf ne so traly enchanting and sublime, while the set- 
ting sun illumined the waves of the ocean, axid tinged 
the western clouds witf all tiie vivid cokur-* ot ihe 
rainbow, that Vaillant stood musing on the contrast 
between the great frame of nature and the compara- 
tive insignificance of mfto, till the songs of the birds 
died away with the twilight, and the suTOunding 
scenes were wrapped in the veil of obscurity. 

Apprehensive of the approach of destructive animals, 
and still more alarmed at the idea of a visit from the 
fugitive slaves, wlio frequently conceal themselves 
among the rocks, and issue forth at night to rob the 
neighbouring plantations, he now returned to his tent, 
ordered a large fire to be kindled around it, and, trust- 
ing to the vigilance of his dogs, in case of any accident, 
he lay down and slept in perfect security till the 
moraing. 

The following day he descended on the south-east 
side of the Table Mountain, though much incom- 
moded by (horns and, bushes, to the False Lion's Head, 
where he observed a great number of birds, of the 
species of the blackbird, the thrush, and the black and 
yellow bird ; and the adjacent valley abounded with a 
surprisingquautity of green serpents, that were in ge- 
neral four or five feet long : their numbers at first 
dismayed our traveller, who, from the manner of his 
dogs, supl^osed (hem venomous 3 but, on his killing one, 
and examining its mouth, he found that his fears were 
groundless. 

He was now much alarmed respecting the want of 
water, on the tops of th^ mountains which he desigiied 
to cross, in his progress to the profnontory of Africa ; 
but, during the five days that his jou»ne;y lasted, he 
had the good fortune to find anrexcellent supply of rain 
water, in the numerous little cisterns, that are 
i^rmed by the hand of Nature, amidst the excavations 
of the rocks. 

From hence he proceeded to Simon's Bay, where 
he was - courteously received by an officer, whom h^ 
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had formerly seeu at the hpuse of Mr. Boers, and who 
now insisted npon his spending a few days with him, 
while he might visit Cape False, and the shores op- 
posite the bay. llbis invitation was readily accepted 
by our author, who sent back his negroes to the Cape, 
with the fruits of his collection 5 and after a stay of two 
days, returned thither himself, by the margin of the 
sea-shore, which he preferred to the ordin.^ry road, 
though his progress wa^ frequently impeded, and his 
life endangered by a multiplicity of tremendous pre- 
cipices, dangerous creeks, and impassable torrents, 
which obliged him to make many long and wearisome 
turnings, at the expense of much toil and loss of time. 
Having quitted the lodging he had occupied in the 
house of Mr. Boers, prior to his departure from the 
Cape, he accepted of one from the politeness of colonel 
Gordon, who, being well acquainted with the country 
he designed to visit, advised him to postpone bis de- 
parture till the month of May, as otherwise he would 
find nothing but parched and steril deserts, where his 
whole caravan would infallibly die of tbirst, 

. He accordingly consented to remain at the Cape, 
while his preparations should be made at leisurr, and 
his present collection rendered more complete by the 
addition of such objects as he had recently obtained. 
Jn the mean time, he received the strongest marks of 
fr endship from all the persons who were the friends of 
the late fiscal. The colonel begged his acceptance of 
a new marquee ; the post captain ordered him a su« 
perb tent, in place of that which, from a continual ex- 
posure to the rains in Auteniqua, had become unser- 
viceable. The commandant of the artillery presented 
htm with a large quantity of gunpowder, and the 
coloners lady reserved' to herself the exclusive privi- 
lege of supplying him with grocery, and a variety of 
provisions for his table. In short, every person was 
equally desirous of contributing to the success of his 
expedition, by their well-timed and cheerful contribu- 
tions. 
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On the morning of his departure from the town, 
the roads were extremely bad. owing to the /commence- 
ment of the rainy season, and one of the carriages was 
overturned in a slough, about a quarter of a mile from 
the town -, nor was it possible to avoid the accident, 
either by the strength of the ten oxen, that drew the 
waggon, or the exertions of the Hottentots. I he ac- 
cident was instantly known at the Cape,-fri>ra wheiK:e 
a crowd of people ran to the assistance of tlie travel- 
lers, who were necessitated to unload the vehicle, and 
deposit the boxes in such places as were freest from 
mud, till they could be properly readjusted. About 
half past three in the afternoon the difficulty was sub*- 
dued, and our author pursued his course till towards 
the close of the evening, when he ordered the cattle to 
be unyoked at a place called Groene Valley, or the^ 
Green Lake, in the vicinity of a plantation that , be- 
longed to the governor. 

The baas, or overseer, who belonged to this place, 
silently regarded the drivers, as they unyoked our 
author's oxen 5 but, on their being turned loose, he 
commanded the Hottentots, who resided with him, to 
seize and convey them to the farm. Surprised at such 
behaviour, Vaillant demanded an explanation, and 
received for ans\^er, that there were particular ord«rs 
from government, to forbid any planter's turning his 
cattle adrift upon these domains ; and that, in conse- 
quence of his doing so, all the oxen of our traveller 
were confiscated. 

For some time Vaillant remonstrated upon the un- 
candid behaviour of this roan, who stood as a silent 
spectator of his error, without warning him of the 
cousequc nee ; and likewise pleaded an exemption from 
the penalty of his offence, as he was neither. a planter, 
nor in any sense acquainted with the customs of the 
colony : but, finding that the iniquitous rascal insisted 
upon confiscating the cattle, he clapped his double- 
barrelled fusee^ to his shoulder, and solemnly affirmed 
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that, if nny man dared to touch one of the animals, his 

life should pay for his insolence. 

As this threat had its desired effect, and both the 
baas and his slaves remained quietly in th^ir place, our 
author ordered his writing-box to be brought, that he 
might inform the fiscal, by letter, of what had hap- 
pened J at the same time desuing Swanepoel to pre- 
pare himself lo return upon this business, to the Cape, 
immediately. This conduct effectually terrified the 
overseer, who, on hearing the word Jiscal, humbly 
entreated the forgiveness of our adventurer, command- 
ed the oxen ta be set at liberty, and attempted a pal- 
liation of his unjust procedure, by insisting ou the 
severity of his orders. 

Next morning, the travellers proceeded towards 
Groene Kloof, or the Green Valley ; and from thence 
continued their journey, tlirough Bavian's Berg and 
Dassen Berg, to Zwartland, where the roads were still 
exceedingly )»d, but not so dangerous as those already 
passed. On his arrival at this district, VaiUant put 
spurs to his horse, and took the lead, in order to arrive 
before the carriages at the ^ouse of his friend Slaber^ 
who was now afflicted with a violent dysentery j but 
at the sight of our author his countenance sparkled 
with delight, his pains were actually aUeviated, and his 
strength in some measure restored. These symptoms 
of convalescence naturally increased the joy of his af- 
fectionate family at the arrival of their favourite, 
whom they loaded with caresses; regaled with the 
most delicate provisions tlieir country could afford; 
and insisted upon his remaining some time with them, 
notwithstanding all his remonstrances on account of 
his numerous followers. 

Here therefore he continued till the 15th of June, 
when he departed with nineteen people, thirty-six 
draught oxen, fourteen relays, two for the purpose of 
carrying the Hottentots* baggage, three milch cows, 
three horses, eleven goats, and thirteen dogs j wiiile 
the young men of tlie neighbourhood united t; eir 
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wishes for the success of his joohiey, and saluted hiui 
with a general discharge of their musquets. 

The ensuing eveniDg was spent at the house of a 
reipectable planter, wbo> together with hi^ wife and 
daughters, insisted upon our author's compliance with 
his request ; but the following day he resolved to avoid 
every solicitation of the kind, and accordingly has- 
tened to form an encampment on the banks of tiie 
Berg Rivier, which has its source in St. Helen's Bay, 
aad forms a boundary to the district of Zwartland. 

Notwitlistanding the resolution of Vaillant, he stop- 
ped at the plantation of Han? Liewenburg, whose 
former kind attentions bad conciliated his esteem, and 
who now prevailed on him to spend a few days 
Ix^ueath his roof, while his sons should conduct 
Mm to some fine birds that were often seen upon 
i'H estate. This invitation was certain of alKiring 
' ur ornithologist, who accordingly delayed his jour- 
ney, till he had satisfied his curiosity by a dis- 
«oveiy of these birds, which were called anhingas, 
aiki were extremely remarkable for the formation of 
their heads and necks, which bore an exact resem- 
blance to that of a serpent, insomuch that BufFon 
affirms, '* the appearance of the anhinga is that of a 
reptile grafted on the body of a bird/* He was then 
^alu^ed by a discharge of fire-arms, an^ permitted to 
proceed t > the district of the Picquet Mountains, where 
lie arrived the next morning, near the habitation of a 
worthy planter named Albert Haanekam. 

This person, having been previously informed that 
Vaillant was to pass through his plantation, came to 
meet him, and kindly ol9ered to sene him, as a guide, 
to the summit of the mountains, where our author, by 
means of his glass, once more heheld the houses at 
the Cape, and obtained a charming prospect of the 
circomjacent country. -He then returned to the plan- 
tation, where he f und a splendid repast prepared for 
him, and where he was agreeably entertained with a 
view-of the cultivated fields and magnificent orchards 
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of his host, who filled every empty space he could find 
in the carriages with the finest of his fruitj and in- 
sisted upon his guest's receiving a pair of pigeons, that 
were equally scarce and beautiful. 

From hence the travellers proceeded, with all pos- 
sible speed, in order to encamp on the other side of the 
Kmys J but whfen they came within a quarter of a 
league of the river, an accident took place, which had 
nearly terminated the life of our author. 

As the road had been tolerably good during the 
whole day, he thought the carriages might safely pro- 
ceed when night overtook them, and accordingly 
issued out orders to that purpose, while he re- 
solved to seek, upon his mattress, a temporary repose 
after the toils of the chase. 

The Hottentot who drove the last yoke of oxen, 
dismounted from the pole, where he had rested him- 
self in the day-time, and walked carefully by their 
side ; but his companion,v who guided the first yoke, 
had quitted his, so that the Hottentot behind could not 
possibly discover the road. As they approached the 
river, the ground became extremely steep and slip- 
pery ; and a sudden shock throwing the whole weight 
of th6 carriage, which contained our author, upon tlie 
pole, it rolled with all the cattle, in the utmost con- 
fusion, to the brink of the water, while the Hottentots 
filled the air with dismal cries and- lamentations, though 
the rapidity of the fall, and the darkness of the night, 
precluded'all idea of their assistance. . 

Our author in the mean time retained suflScient cool- 
ness, to guard against the worst misfortune, by placing 
himself in such a position as might, in all probability, 
defend his head from any contusion, and, with this pre- 
caution, waited till his agitated servants arrived, and 
extricated him from his distressing situation. 

As the greater part of the effects were scatt^ed on 
the bapks ot the river, and the carriage was materially 
damaged by its precipitate descent, it was indispensably 
necessary that the caravan should halt till the mor]> 
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ibg ; when our traveller forded the river on horseback, 
and rode forward to a plantation, where he obtained 
some necessary information respecting his intcaded 
route, and procured a few sheep in exchange for other 
articles. 

Shortly after his arrival at tliis place, he was rejoined 
by his carriages and drivers, with whom he pursued 
his journey along the banks of the river, though great- 
ly distressed by the badness of the road, and the fre- 
quent windings of the Kruys, which he \vas necessi- 
tated to cross six times in the course of the day. 

The following morning their difficulties were in- 
creased, as the sand was then so loose and deep as to - 
obstruct the passage of the waggons, by nearly burying 
the wheels: it was therefore requisite to add four 
more oxen^ to those that already composed each te/m, 
by which means they quitted the serpentine course of 
the Kruys, and encamped on a dry plain, near Swart 
Bas kraa), where they- could not find a drop of water 
to refresh the cattle, and where their repose was ut- 
terly precluded by an abundance of carnivorous ani- 
mals, that were attracted to the camp by the smell of 
the provisioias, and the travellers were consequently di- 
sturbed by the loud and perpetual barking of the dogs. 

Next morning, our author and his people were 
much discoCiraged by finding themselves in the midst 
of a sandy desert, thinly clothed with thorns and rushes, 
where they had not the most distant hope of obtaining 
any water : their melanclioly reflections were however 
soon disturbed by the cry of a mountain duck, that 
flew over the head of our adventurer, who, resting 
assured that it was flying in search of water, clapped 
spurs to his horse, and followed it on full gallop to a 
rock, where the bird descended, and where Vaillant 
discovered a large natural bason/filled with clear rain- 
water, that afibrded a supply for the Hottentots* horses 
and smaller cattle; but these repeated draughts so 
eiTecti^ally emptied the cistern, that not a drop wa$ 
li'ft for the poor oxen. 

VOL. XXI. I 
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After dinner, two of these animals dropped down, 
completely exhausted by thirst and fatigue, and were 
obliged lo be left behind ^ aiul in the evening the travel- 
lers were necessitated to encamp on a spot that was 
totiiUy destitute of water, *with the expectation of a 
more dismal fate on the following ^ day. A heavy fall 
of rain happening, however, in the course of the night, 
revived their fainting hopes, as,' notwithstanding its 
instant disappearance among the sand, the o&en found 
means to assuage their insulferable thirst, by^ throng- 
ing against each other, and licking from the bodies of 
tlieir neighbours the streamlets of rain, as they trickled 
down ; and what equally astonished our author was, 
that the two oxen he had left apparently expiring on 
the road, had been also revived by a similar method, 
and joined his camp before the morning. 

From hence they proceeded to a place called Heere- 
logement, or the Master's Residence, where they found 
a spring of water that was soon rendered turbid by 
the Hottentots and their cattle. A spacious, lofty 
grotto, situated upon a sqiall mount, served to shelter 
die caravan from the weather, and Vaillant according- 
ly made preparation for passing the night in it -, though 
he affirms that he was obliged to share it with jack- 
daws and wood pigeons, that flocked thither at the 
approach of evening, from every quarter, and perched 
in hundreds upon the branches of a tree that partly 
overspread the floor of this natural hall. 

At this place our author remained seven days, to 
give the cattle time to recover their strength } and on 
the 4lh of July they continued their route till they 
came within half a league of the Eleph mt's River 5 but 
as Vaillant had so recently suffered from continuing 
his journey in the night, he resolved to encamp on aa 
eminence, and wait the return ot day-light. 

Next morning, they found that the river was bor- 
dered on each side with large mimosas, and various 
kinds of trees that resembled the willowy but tiiL- 
ground was entirely parched up, and not a sing e tiitx 
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of herbage discernible along tlie batiks : the cattle 
were therefore obliged to be satisfied with a few oily 
plants and the leaves of shrubs. 

At a small distance from the river, Vaillant observed 
a house, that was erected in the midst of some culti- 
vate^ fields, to \|^hich he immediately went; and found 
a good reception from the mistress of the rustic man- 
sion, who was a wid w, and who assured him that 
the country had been so completely deso'ated by a 
long and disastrous di-ought, that all the hordes of the 
Lesser Niniquas had removed their establishments 
from the interior to the sea -coast. 

Fmding that her guest was determined to advance, 
notwithstanding her persuasions and remonstrances, 
this widow supplied him, at his request, with about 
four hundred pounds of tobacco, some sheep, some strong 
liquors, and a small quantity of biscuit ; and desired 
her two sons to show him the only ford where he 
cou'd possibly pass the river with any degree of safety. 
They accordingly conducted him to the passage, and 
ofiered to accompany him to the other side ; but as the 
weather was apparently inclined for rain, he declined 
their kind attendance, lest the river might suddenly 
rise, and hinder their return. It was indeed fortunate 
that oor anthor crossed it the same evenings as a deluge 
of rain came on before mornings which continued with 
unremitting violence for the space of three days^ and 
obliged Vaillant to pitch his tent at a considerable 
distance from the river^ lest his camp should be swept 
away, and his people exposed to the most imminent 
danger. 

On the third day, however, the torrents ceased, and 
he continued his route, for about three hours, by the 
course of the stream downwards, when he arrived at 
the confluence of a rivulet called Koignas by the Hot- 
tentots, and Dvars Rivier, or Cross River, by the 
Dutch, which was so deeply enclosed between the 
banks, where the caravan must pass, that it was not 
discovered till they were close upon its brink. At this 
I 2 
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place, which created much uneasiness in the niind of 
our traveller, on account of its steep and lofty banks 
and the glutinous nature of the earth, rendered still 
more dangerous by the heavy rains, an accident hap- 
pened to the faithful Klaas, that had nearly deprived 
Vaillant of this his best atid favourite attendant. 
Klaas, desirous of contributing to the success of the 
passage, by his personal' exertions, took upon himself 
the direction of the first waggon, and accordingly begati 
to advance at the head of the oxen ; but his foot un- 
luckily slipping at the commencement of the descent, 
he fell beneath the feet of the cattle, which immedi- 
ately passed over his body ; and had not Vaillant 
brought his companions to his aid immediately, he 
must indisputably have perished, by the weight of the 
waggon, that was just ready to roll over him : the car- 
riage, however, was fortunately stopped, and Klaas 
dragged from beneath the feet of the oxen 5 when. hi« 
master was agreeably surprised to find that he had re- 
ceived no other injury than a few contusions from this 
xlreadful accident. 

Having gained the opposite bank of tlie Koigna.% 
the travellers advanced according to their directions, 
and encamped in the evening in the vicinity of a large 
rock 3 but their rest was broken by hundreds of bats, 
'that either made a disgusting noise in their little ca- 
verns, or flapped their wjngs in tlie face of our author, 
and in those of his people, who were at length tired out 
with the din of their cries, and their repeated insults, 
and therefore resolved to strike tlie tents^ and remove 
to another spot j which they accordingly did, and en- 
camped at a place called Krekenap by the Hottentots, 
and Back Hoove by the Dutch. ' 

Next day, in the course of a little excursion, a sper- 
maceti whale was discovered al the distance of a hun- 
dred paces from the sea ; its length was apparently \ 
about fifty feet, and its body was attacked in all parts ' 
by surprising numbers of carnivorous birds and little 
l^aadrupeds^ while the surrounding sand was moistened 



IN AFRICA. BQ 

io the distance of more than five yards with its blub- 
ber,, that had been converted into oil by the intense 
heat of the sun. This was a source of great distress 
to the Hottentots, who sadly regretted that they could 
not load one of their master's caiTiages with a dozen 
barrels of oil, that would have ensured their felicity 
for the remainder of their journey. They, however, 
soon ceased their useless complaints, and requesiled 
permission of their leader to take as much with them 
as they could carr)' in bags of skins, which they im- 
mediately manufactured with great prudence and dex- 
terity: 

Vaillant having readily granted the desire of his fol- 
lowers, amused himself by examining the ant-bills 
that abounded on the shore, where, from the consider- 
able quantity of elephants* dung that he observed 
among them, he was led to suppose that these animals 
■were really extremely numerous in the district, and 
that the river had justly derived its name from them. 
None of the dung was indeed fresh ; but this only in- 
clined our author to suppose that the elephants had 
crossed over to the opposite bank, whither he resolved 
to follow them, though he acknowledges the passage 
was terrific, and the enterprise fool-hardy. 

Having fixed his determination, and communicated 
it to such of his attendants as were excellent swim- 
mers, he proposed to launch the trunk of a tree upon 
the stream, and seat himself upon it in an equestrian 
attitude : this proposal was relished by the Hottentots, 
and they boldly undertook to answer with their lives 
for his safe passage to the opposite shore. A tree was 
accordingly launched, and supplied with two leather 
strings, that the swimmers might be able to draw it 
after them j the krosses of the Hottentots and our 
amhor's tent were then rolled up in a bundle, which 
wab fastened to the middle of the float, and connected 
by strings, with two leathern vessels of oil, which being 
li edoneach side, njight, in all probability, serve to 
i.:!lr.r.cc an:\ diminish tlie weight of ibe tree. In order 
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to preserve his powder flasks and fusees from tbe water, 

Vaillant suspended the forn-er, with his watch, from 

his neck, and the latter he easily rested upon his lHjouI- 

ders. 

Every arrangement b^iiig now made for the pas- 
sage, our adventurer, accoutred in so whimsical a 
manner, proceeded to the place of embarkation, where 
he seated himself steadily upon the bundle between 
the vessels of oil, and gave the signal for departure to 
his four swimmers, two of whom immediately darted 
forward, and, by means\of the leather thongs, drew 
along the cargo and its master, and the two others 
rested upon the hinder part of the raft, to strike with 
their feet, and push the tree forward with their bodies^ 
or to relieve their companions as occasion might re- 
quire. 

For some time they proceeded with equal pleasure 
and facility, insomuch ^ that the swimmers began to 
ridicule their fears of not succeeding, and our author 
amused himself with laughing at his own stiff and 
- constrained attitude j but no sooner had they passed 
that part of the river which 'had overflowed its banks, 
and begun to enter the current,, than the scene was 
suddenly changed, and their countenances were strong- 
ly marked wirh other emotions than that of risibility. 
They now found themselves drifted materially out of 
their course, and must inevitably have been forced into 
the ocean, if the wind liad not fortunately counteracted 
the strength of the water. The trunk of tlie tree 
would now no longer retain its horizontal position, 
but sometimes pressed forwards upon the swimmers 
in such a manner as to render the thongs of no effect ; 
sometimes, by a retrograde motion, it drew back the 
guides, and shook them completely out of their course, 
and frequently sank beneath the water at one end, 
while the other was nearly raised'to a vertical situa- 
tion. Aware of the extreme danger to which they 
were all exposed, the Hottentots in the rear sud- 
denly quitted tlieir posts, and joined their countrymen 
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in cndearouring to pull their master forward by their 
united and incredible exertions. The current, how- 
ever, grew stronger every moment 5 and, notwith- 
standiirg the unshaken fidelity of his companions, 
Vaillant began to yield himself up to despair, ^^hen 
the swimmers found that they had tie. -red the centre 
of the river ; and accordingly, collecting all their 
strength, tbey presently gained the shallow, where 
they rested their feet, and shortly after leaped on shore 
vilh their beloved master, whose life they had saved 
at the utmost peril of their own, and who now repaid 
their goodness with the warm embraces of gratitude 
and friendship, , ^ 

After warming tliemselves by a fire that was imme- 
diately kindled on the bank, and reviving their ex- 
hausted spirits with a portion of brandy, they conr. 
gratulated each other on their wonderful escape, and, 
upon reviewing th^ distance they had passed, readily 
acknowledged the extreme rashness and folly of their 
luidei taking. 

Id the course of conversation, our author requested 
his deliverers to ask with freedom for whatever they 
imagined Could, in any sense, be deemed a recom- 
pense for their faithfulness and attention towards him j 
^hen Klaas, who who was sitting by his side, and af- 
fectionately squeezing his hand, thus addressed him : 
" 1 have a favour to ask of you, not for myself, but 
my friend Jonker* j if you think that he has acted like v 
a youth of courage, I could wish that you would give 
liim a fusee. It was I who engaged him in your ser- 
vice, it is I who am responsible fur his conduct, and 
therefore venture to affirm that you will have no cause 
to repent of such an indulgence." Ihe request of 
Klaas was readily granted, and Jonker received another 
mark of our author's esteem, by being appointed one 
of the conductors of the prin(,*ipal waggon. ThtSg 

• A \'oung; Hotrcutot lately engaged in ilie service of Le 
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great aud various honours, conferred at once upon the 
simple Hottentot, so elated him ixrith joy, that his 
tongue was inadequate to the effusions of his gratitude, 
and he evidently regarded himself as of equal impor- 
tance with the first grandee of Spain. 

The ensuing evening was so extremely cold and 
wet, that our travellers could not obtain any repose, 
and the following day they resolved, after an useless 
excursion in quest of elephants, to return to the 
camp. They accor I ingly proceeded along the bank of 
the river till they were opposite to it, and then in- 
formed Sw.inepoei, by loud cries, of their intention, 
who sent over two horses, that v^ere used to the water, 
and two swimmers, as guides ; by which means the 
passage was happily eflected without any danger. 

Next morning, when our author awoke, his Hot* 
tentots came in a body, to request that six men might 
make an excursion to the spot where the whale had 
bee I recently discovered, in order to collect a quantity 
of the blubber, which they affirmed would prove as 
usetiil to the harness and carriages of their master, as 
it would be accounted delicious by themselves. For 
some time Vaillant opposed the plan, but finding at 
length that they had completely set their hearts upon 
it, and that a firm refusal on. his p:irt might be attend- 
ed with the ill consequence of discontent, he acceded 
to the proposal, and the camp immediately resounded 
with shouts of joy that bordered upon delirium. 

Jonker was now dispatched with this detachment, 
and two oxen, while our adventurer, attended by the 
rest of his people, quitted the spot of encampment, 
and directed, his course towards the north. The wea- 
ther was exceedingly mild and the heavens beautifully 
serene 3 but the cattle were still- so weak, notwith- 
standing their repose, that, after a short stage of three 
hours, they refused to draw, and delayed the travel- 
lers till the afternoon, when they proceeded with ex- 
treme difficulty for six miles, and were then oblige d 
to be unharnessed on a spot that was totally destitij e 
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of herbage and water, where five of them perished 
miserably in the course of the nighty and the remain- 
der were so mnch exhausted, that in all probability, 
another stage might terminate their existence in a' si- 
milar manner. 

From hence our traveller proceeded over the naked 
sands, in a melancholy and hopeless state of mind-, 
till he was suddenly cheered by the appearance of the 
Krakkeel Klip, or Roc^ of Discord, where he under- 
stood there was a natural reservoir, that might be 
DOW probably filled from the late rains, and where he 
imagined that he saw some waggons j but upon a 
nearer approach, he found, instead of tliese lancied 
carriages, two enormous elephants, that presented 
themselves to his view, and betook tliemselv^s to 
flight as he advanced towards the rock. 

The cavity was indeed found, as had been repre- 
sented, and it contained' a sufficient quantity of water 
to yield a supply for the whole caravan j but it was so 
horribly polluted by the filth and excrements of the 
wild animals that repaired thither from every part of 
the district, that its colour was disgusting, its smell 
nauseous, and its taste abominable. Vaillant, there- 
fore, endeavoured to purify it as much as possible for 
Lis people, by filtering it through several linen cloths 
into his jars, and mixing it with a small quantity of 
coffee, after which the cattle were watered at the ba- 
son; but notwithstanding all these precautious, its 
noxious quality still remained, and all who drank of it 
were immediately seized with a looseness, .vomiting, 
and excruciating pains in the bowels. 

From the encampment at Krekenap to this place, 
was merely a distance of twelity-four miles 5. yet this 
insignificant space had been the entire business of two 
days, during which seventeen of the oxen were left, 
either dead or dying, upon the road. 

Having killed about thirty brace of moor fowl, in 
the vicinity of the rock, Vaillant retired to his tent, 
under the deepest depression of spirits, as his situation 
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was truly desperate, and his travels apparently drawing 
to a tragic conclusion : he had not, however, rumi- 
nated long upon the melancholy state of his caravan, 
wh<*n he was alarmed by a violent noise among his 
dogs, that usually served tp put him on his guard at 
the approach of danger. Uncertain whether he was 
surrounded by a troop of Boshmen or Maroon. Hotten- 
tots, the latter of whom are provided with fire-arms, 
be commanded some of his muskets to be discharged ; 
when the report of a fusee increased their alarm, and 
fury convinced thciii that they were beset by a power- 
ful enemy, who designed to assassinate them, and 
plunder The camp. With this idea, and the expecta- 
tion of rxjiiig attacked from some neighbouring am- 
bush, our traveller encouraged his people to fight 
Valliantly frr h.^r lives and property, and advised them 
to rest \.vi^\r] arms during the remainder of the night. 

Next niorning they discovered that their supposed 
enemicji vere the persons who had gone in quest of 
the whale, and who had been equally terrified during 
the night, with their companions, at the discharge of 
the musketry, '-f'hey now informed our author, that 
supposing him to be advanced further on his journey, 
they had wandered too far to the north, in attempting 
to find him ; but perceiving no traces of the caravan, 
and apprehensive that his departure might have t>eea 
unformnately retarded, they judged it expedient to re- 
turn towards Krekenap. The oxen, they said, had 
perished foV want of pasturage, but it is more probable 
that they were over loaded with a burden of oil : how- 
ever, Vaiilant thought it would be highly impradent 
to dishearten th m by reproaches, arid therefore kept 
his suspicions entirely to himself. 

After ascertaining the number of oxen that were 
still capable of being pat in harness, and holding a 
consultation with his attendants on their alarming cir- 
cumstances, Vaiilai:! resolved to advance, at all events, 
though he was oDliged to leave one of his waggons be- 
hind him 5 and accordingly continued his route ibr 
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about seven miles, when he halted at the Schuit Klip, 
or the Boat Rock, which contained a small quantity of 
excellent water in a reservoir, that was inaccessible to 
the cattle j but our travellers^^ntrived to draw from it 
a sufficiency to refresh both themselves and the oxen. 
In this place they encamped for the night; but Vaillant 
candidly acknowledges that the contemplation of his 
present state^ and his dreadful apprehensions Tor the 
future, began to damp his courage, and to afflict his 
mind in the most grievous manner, though he assumed 
an air of tranquillity, and endeavoured to converse 
with his usual cheerfulness. Swanepoel, however, 
possess.ed a greater degree of penetration than his com* 
panions, and therefore ventured to make a proposal, 
which, if accepted, might possibly extricate them 
from their distress, and certainly could not reduce them 
to a more pitiable condition. He reminded his master 
of a reopmrnendation he had received iVom colonel 
Gordon, to a person of the name of Klaas Baster, 
who might render them some essential services, and 
from whose district he said they could not now be very 
^r distant. He therefore advised Vaillant to go in 
pursuit of him^ with his people, and one waggon 
only^ while he, Swanepoel, with four men, would 
remain in the vicinity of the Schuit Klip, and take 
care of the carriage that should be left behind. 

As this advice was certainly the best that could be 
given at such a critical juncture, Vaillant readily ac- 
cepted it; and, after warning his faithful servant 
against hazarding his life in case of an attack from the 
Boshmen, or Maroon Hottentots,, he proceeded, by 
easy stages, to a rock that is called the Oiiphant's Kop, 
or £lepbant*8 Head, where he was much distressed 
by finding a total want of water, and a fi-ightfuUy 
sterii country that stretched towards the west in one 
uniform sheet of dry earth, rarely sotted with a few 
withered bushes, and on the east exhibited a long 
mountainous chain, that was equally silent, gloomy^ 
and desolate. 
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Anxious to remove from so miserable a spot, our 
author gave orders for an immediate departure 5 but 
when the Hottentots began to harness the oxen, they 
found them too mucii exhausted, even to rise from the 
ground, and were apparently ready to expire with ex- 
treme thirst and weariness. 

At sight of this new disaster, -Vaillant was literally 
chilled with horror and dismay, while his people gazed 
at each other in a mournful silence, or anxiously cast 
their e3'es around in quest of that relief which now 
seemed to be placed finally beyond their reach. 

In this desperate situation, Vaillant resolved to aban- 
don his last vehicle, with the oxen that remained, and 
then to proceed on foot towards the Elephant's River. 
This plan, Jiowever, was Universally disapproved by 
the Hottentots, who, rather than their master should 
suffer such a mortification, resolutely determined to 
follow hint^in every exigence, and kindly ^tempted 
to soothe the anguish of his heart, by asserting that a 
cloud had been observed above the liorizon, from 
which they might expect that a storm would shortly 
take place, and afford them a timely relief. 

Deeply affected by these marks of true affection, 
our traveller exhorted them to retire to rest, and betook 
himself to his waggon, where he passed the night in 
a miserable manner, but at break of day was i-aised 
from his contemplations by a clap of thunder, that 
penetrated to the inmost recesses of his heart, when, 
jumping from the carriage, he stretched out his hands 
towards the blackening clouds, and his dependants 
eagerly crowded around him^ in expectation of a co- 
pious shower ; but, alas ! their hopes were suddenly 
blasted, and their despair increased by the sudden di>- 
iappearance of the clouds, which were scattered by the 
winds, and hastilv receded from their sight. 

During the night two more of the oxen hnd pensbrd^ 
with one of the horses, and three of the dogs had de - 
serted the camp. The cattle were seized with con\ nl- 
fiive pangs, that carried them off in a dj-endlu! succes- 
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sioii, and the travellers themselves were overpowered 
whh fatigue, tormented with thirst, and worn out with 
watchfulness. ^*'*- 

Distracted at the failure of the expected rain, and 
in m9mentary expectation of a painful dissolution, they 
now resolved to return in a north-easterly direction, 
towards the passes in the mountains, from which ihey 
hoped to obtain a supply of water, and some portion of 
pasturage for the cattle. They accordingly resumed 
ilieir journey, and, after a progress of about live miles, 
observed the traces of oxen, and found a large wet 
liollow, where, by dint of labour with their spades and 
pickaxes, thtj Hottentots contrived to obtain a few 
quarts of brackish, muddy water, that was instantly ' 
divided by our traveller, with an impartial hand, among 
his expecting companions. 

As they were now at the foot of a small chain of 
mountains that ran from north to south, and, going off 
trom the great chain on the east, formed a defile, of 
which it was impossible for the eye to take in the ex- 
tent, Vaillant resolved to leave his waggon, effects, and 
tattle, at the entrance of the defile, with a guard of 
iour persons, whom he desired to enlarge the hole 
jlready mentioned, in order to procure a supply of 
V liter for themselves and the cattle, while he, with 
Xlaas and seven other persons, undertook to explore 
'he paths in the adjacent thickets. 

This plan was immediately reduced to .execution, 
and at the end 'of the defile they found themselves in 
an open country, that was occasionally dotted with 
ruined huts, or small assemblages of cabins, which 
Vaillant supposed to belong to Hottentots, and to 
which he resolved to- repair without delay. 

On his arrival, however, he found them all deserted, 
though the circumjacent fields were regularly sown 
with wheat and barley. He therefore concluded that 
the proprietors of the. huts had retired to the passes of 
the mountains, wliither he designed to follow them ; 
but as the day was^ too far advanced to admit of ft 

VOL. XYI. K 
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further progress at present^ they assuaged tkeir thirst 
from a brackish springs that was fortunately discovered, 
aad made preparations for passing the night in one of 
the cabins, which was surrounded by several large 
fires, in order to attract the curiosity of the owner, if 
within sight, and induce bim to come to his abode, 
that he might find by whom it was occupied. The 
mancBuvre, liowever, proved unsuccessful ; and they 
were obliged to proceed in the morning towards the 
great chain of mountains, where the road was beaten 
by footsteps both of men and cattle, but from whence 
they could neither discern a human being, nor other 
object, save passes, valleys, plains, and barren hills. 

Having reached the summit of tiie mountain, they 
sought for a convenient spot where they might pass 
the night, and kindled a fire behind a rock, that it 
might not be observed by the Bosh men. 1 he Hot- 
tentots then squatted round the fire, resting tlieir el- 
bows upon their knees in a most pitiable posture, and 
observed a general silence, which is usually the atten- 
dant of extreme despondency .^ At length, however, 
they threw their exhausted bodies on the ground, and 
endeavoured to obtain a temporary respite from their 
sorrows beneath the' influence of sleep. Our author 
likewise stretched himself out on the bosom of tiie 
earth, though unable to close his eyes, and lay rumi- 
nating on the unliappy lot of his companions, his long 
absence firom his friends^ and the rapid approaches of 
a premature death, till a little after midnight, when 
his mournful meditations were interrupted by the ap- 
proach of KlaaS, who informed him, with a voice that 
literally trembled with his innate palpitation, that he 
had seen some flashes of lightning in the west, and 
that the appearance of the clouds indicated an approach- 
ing storm. 

In consequence of this reviving news Vaillant opened 
the cloak in which he h^d wrapped himself, and plainly 
discovered that the clouds were on the point of burst- 
ing over the mountain^ and that he should therefore 
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iiiiallibly partake of its benefits. This discovery was 
sooD followed by some large drops of rain, that were 
eagerly caught by our author, uho for this purpose 
stretched himself upon his back, and lay with his 
moutli open j and he affirms that these cooling dropi 
were, in that situation, more delicious to his parched 
tongye and burning palate than all the delicacies of 
the creation. \ The rain now began to descend in tor- 
rents, whose noise seemed to contend with the heavy 
thunder that rattled above their heads j and during 
three hours the Hottentots ran about, in order to im- 
bibe as much as"^ possible of the water, arid to congra- 
tulate each other on so great and unexpected refresh- 
ment. 

Next morning the clouds were dispersed by an east- 
erly wind, when the sky resupaed its wonted serenity, 
and the rising sun gilded the tops of the mountains, 
while the travellers, who had recovered their appetite 
with their spirits, were busily employed in preparing 
some antelopes that had been killed on the preceding 
day, but were totally neglected in the general conster- 
xution. 

On their assembling together at breakfast, however, 
they were much surprised and alarmed to find that one 
of their comrades was missing, who they immediately 
affirmed must have been either assassinated by Bosh- 
men, or devoured by wild beasts. Vaillant, on the 
contrary, imagined that he was completely tired of 
the painful and laborious life he had for some time led, 
and had therefore . stolen off in the night : but -while 
the Hottentots were contenaing for their opinion, and 
their master sat musing silently upon his own the 
person in question arrived with extended arms, and 
such other gestures as are usual among the savages 
when they inte(id to announce any important news. 

He now informed our traveller that, owing to the 

refreshment of the rain, he had flattered himself with 

the hope of rendering an acceptable service to the cti- 

ravan, by rambling about the countiy in quest of some 

K 2 
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person, of persons, who might be able to give hmi 
some useful information. With this idea he wandered 
about till day-light, when, at the distance of about 
three miles, he discovered a flock of sheep coming 
from a craal, and roving over the neighbouring plain, 
attended by three shepherds, to whom he,, at first, in- 
tended to advance, but afterwards judged it more piu- 
dent to return to his leader with an account of his un- 
dertaking, and its success. 

His relation afforded the sincerest pleasure to Vail- 
lant and his whole company, who heard the discovery 
with evident marks of transport, repeatedly thanked 
the narrator for his trouble, and cheerfully prepared to 
follow him towards the residence of the shepherds. 

They accordingly proceeded to the place where *he 
flock had been seen in the morning j but it was now 
removed to an eminence at a small distance, which 
our adventurer imniediately ascended, and found that 
the shepherds were ^members of tne horde that 'was 
Uiulcr the protection of Klaas Baster. 

Upon the receipt of this agreeable news, Vaillant 
dispatched Klaas, with one of the shepherds, who of- 
fered to. conduct him to the residence of the chiefs 
whom he was to inform, thaf'our author had brought 
a recommendatory letter to him from their common 
friend colonel Gordon. 

In consequence of this message, the envoy soon re- 
turned with Klaas Baster, and Piet his brother, the 
former of whom was a tall, well-featured mulatto, and 
the other was similar in complexion, but shorter of sta- 
ture, and less diguitied in his appearance. They both 
accosted their visitor vi^ith a degree of familiar kindness, 
and received the coloners letter from his handj but as 
ihey were inadequate to the task of decypherin^ the 
characters, they instantly returned it, and requested 
him to read it. He accordingly fixed his eyes upon 
-the paper, and enumerated a variety of wants, which, 
h;iJ tliey been known to the colonel, would certainly 
have occupied a part of his letter, and for which he 
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now boldiy requested a supply in the name of that gen* 
iJeraaii. 

This powerful recommendation was likewise aug* 
menied by the affecting descriptions that Vaillant gave, 
in the course of conversation, respecting the numerous 
misfortunes which be had experienced since his depar- 
ture from the tlephaats' River, that had obliged him 
to leave his waggons, baggage, and attendants upon the 
roid, and had nearly driven him to the extremity of 
despair. 

To this distressing recital Baster and hip brother 
listened with a visible concern, without interrupting 
oar traveller; but on their arrival at the craal, the 
chief stamped forcibly on the earth with his foot, and . 
exclaimed, " Do not permit your spirits to sink ; but 
rest as.suied that within a fewt day « you shall receive 
your waggons, your people, and eftects, on this spot." 

At the conclusion of this promise, which v aillant 
deemed rather lomantic, on account of the lofty moun- 
tains that viiere situated between the craal and the wag- 
gons, Klans Baster invited him to rest himself in his 
hut, where he renewed his assurances with peculiar 
energy, and told the traveller that the instant his cattle 
returned from the pastures they sliould set out, witii a 
proper detachment of men, in quest of Swanepoel and 
his companions, who should be supplied with provi- 
sions, and safely conducted to his' residence. 

This benevolent plan was soon reduced to execution ; 
the detachment departed under the direction of Pyiet, 
and Baster employed the residue of his people in con- 
stracting a hut for the repose and convenience of Vail- 
lant, who uniformly experienced the kindest treatment 
from the hands of bis host, and contrived to pass away 
his leisure hours in the pleasures of the chase, to which 
he was always much addicted. 

Returning from an excursion of this J^ind^ on the se- 
cond evening after the departure of the messengers, be 
was agreeably surprised by the sight of his own flag 
that was waving in the air at a sinail distance firom his 
K3 
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new hut 3 while the waggon and people, now clearly- 
discovered, convinced him of the reality of Baster's 
friendship, which had so speedily surmounted such 
great difficulties, and revived the drooping courage of 
his guest by the safe arrival of his dependants. . 

At the sight of his effects and people, an involuntary 
exclamation of joy escaped his breast, apd he was re- 
ceived with every demonstration of respect and affec- 
tion by these members of his afflicted family, who 
vainly endeavoured to express what they had suffered 
in his absence, from the idea of those dangers that he 
most probably would incur. Swanepbel, in particular, 
acknowledged that he had despaired of ever meeting 
- with his master again j yet he had remained in his post 
with the utmost fidelity, though his small company 
was frecjuently alarmed by the approach of several lions 
and hyaenas, that were probably attracted by the smell 
' of the oxen that perished for want of water. 

Shortly after the arrival of these persons our author 
observed, as he was one day walking in the valley with 
his gun, a female mulatto, at a distance, mounted upon 
an ox, which she managed with equal gracefulness and 
dexterity ; her dress was similar to that of the Hot- 
tentot tribes, and she was conducted by a man whom 
Vaillant easily recognised as one of the dependants of 
'Klaas Baster. This person having pointed out the 
European to her notice, she immediately advanced to- 
wards him at a good pace, aixl, alighting, requested 
him, in Dutch, to accompany, her to the craal. Jn 
the course of conversation our adventurer discovered 
that she was an unmarried sister of his host, who usu- 
ally resided with a distant horde, from whence she had 
now hastened, at her brother's request, to see the 
stranger. 

Her father, according to her own account, was an 
European, who, having gone over to the Cape in his 
younger days, had contrived, by his carefulness and 
industry, to obtain a (fomfortable establishment at the 
distance of about ninety miles from the Groene Uivier, 
3 : - 
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or Green River, where he had three chVMn'ti by a 
Hottentot woman, with whom he theii resided. These 
children were Klaas Baster, Plet Baster, and the fe- 
male who obliged Vaillant with this relation. As, 
however, fortune began to smile on the labours of the 
planter, his vanity increased in proportion to his wealth, 
and he became ashamed of his first wife, from whom 
be immediately separated, and pledged his "matrimonial 
vows to a white. The second wife brought him se- 
veral children, two of whom, when arrived at years 
of maturity, persecuted their mulatto brothers with 
shameful severity, and finally obliged them to fly from 
the -house of their father to one of the southern plains, 
where they cleared two excellent spots of land for their 
future subsistence, but had been cruelly chased ftway by 
their barbarous relatives, who had frequently wounded 
Klaas, and killed great part of his cattle j till at length, 
in order to avoid their fury, the two brother^, who 
were strongly attached to each other by ties of friend- 
ship,- as weli as by |hose of consanguinity, resolved to 
settle among the mountains, where they hoped to be 
more efiectually concealed ; and as they had both mar- 
ried Hottentot women, th6y formed together, with 
their family and companions, a craal composed of 
about eighteen huts j — though even here they lived in 
constant ai.-.iety, from the well-known disposition of 
their iniquitous brothers, who would, in all probability, 
murder them if they could ever learn the place of 
their retreat. 

The sister, who had repaired, froim choice, fo^ tlm 
Hottentot horde of her mother, was apparently ex- 
trenntely happy ; her person was very agreeable, though 
she was certainly inferior in point of elegance and 
beauty to the charming Narina : her disposition was 
volatile, and extremely curious, nhd her tongue per- 
petually employed, in forming a rapid succession of 
questions. The beard of our author was a subject of 
great amusement to her, and she frequently assured 
him, that, in her opinion, he was handsomer Uk- 
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the finest <rf the Hottentots. Upon severai occasions 
he was surprised by the solidity of her understanUtiig ; 
and though her playfulness and frivolity were some- 
times vexatious, he acknowledges that he found suf- 
ficient charms in her ^ood sense and sagacious reason- 
ing, to ecHpse her follies., and turn the balance com- 
pletely in her favour. 

Having procured about thirty sheep^ by^ barter, and 
]»revailed on his host to accompany him in his expedi- 
tion to the Nimiquas, Vaillant quitted the craal on the 
10th of August, and continued his route for about 
seventy-two miles, over lofty eminences and execrable 
roads, till the 13th, when he formed an encampment 
in the vicinil^ of the Swarte Doom Rivier, or Black- 
thorn River, that is agreeably shaded on each side by 
an abundance of large mimosas. 

At this place he met with a celebrated hunter, called 
Fiet Pinar, who delivered him a packet from Holland, 
and affirmed that he v/as proceeding to the country of 
the Great Nimiquas, merely for the purpose of hunting 
elephants and trading in ivory 3 but our author was 
wdl convinced, from the nature of his baggage, that 
his real object was to tradfe in cattle, while the hunting 
scheme was used as a blind to tl)e eyes of the admini- 
stration, which reserves the trade in cattle exclusively 
to the'cgpnpany, * * 

As VaiUant had some knowledge of this man at the 
Cape, which formerly induced him to refuse his prof- 
fered assistance, he was by no means pleased with their 
present meeting, as he was justly apprehensive that he 
might introduce a disorderly spirit, and neglect of dis- 
cipline, among the Hottentots. His fci^rs were soon 
realized; tor the same evening Pinar, having intoxicated 
. himself with an inferior kind of brandy, that is made 
and sold by the cblonists, left his casks at the discre- 
tion of our author's attendants, and that of his own 
people, who were soon as senseless as himself, and 
gave convincing proofs that this detestable liquor was 
wifficiently powerful to damp their wonted ardour, and 
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shake that fidelity which, at another season, they con- 
stantly expressed towards their master. 

Early the next morning they recomnaenced their 
imprudent libations, and. swallowed, the liquor with 
such avidity, that, before the ciattle were harnessed, all 
the pe^tjjle (KJaas and a few of his comrades excepted) 
were again inebriated, though it was indispensably ne- 
cessary ta resume their journey immediately : even 
Swanepoel, who had hitherto so well deserved his 
master's applause, was now unable to render the least 
service in their departure. Vaillaiit was therefore 
obliged to give the direction of the carriages to such 
persons as retained the use of their senses, while 
Swanepoel resolved to convince them that he could 
drive as well as ever. Repeatedly he staggered up to 
the waggon, notwithstanding the remonstrances of our 
traveller j and at length he attempted to jump upon 
his seat : but his hands and feet both failing him at 
once, he fell beneath the fore-wheel, which passed ia 
a diagonal direction over his body, and his head must 
inevitably have been crushed by the hinder wheel, if he 
had not moved mechanically out of its way. 

Le Vaillant; supposmg him to be killed, desired his 
people to tal^e him,up3 when haarosesjuddenly of him- 
self, and exclaimed with a smile, " There's no harm 
done," but instantly fell senseless to the earth, and 
was laid upon our author's mattress, where the shaking 
of the vehicle brought him effectually to hiniself, and 
made him cry out in a piteous manner with the severe 
augmentation of his pains. 

Having proceeded, under the direction of Raster, for 
about nine miles, the caravan now limited upon the 
banks of the Green River, where our author under- 
took to examine his wounded Hottentot, when he 
found that twoof his ribs were broken in a most dread- 
ful manner, and his agonies were so severe, that he 
entreated his master, with many groans and gestures 
of supplication, to terminate his misery by shooting 
hi:n through the head with a pistol. The sad necessity 
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of leaviog this mangled creature to nature, or> in other 
words, to a dreadful death, which appeared inevitable, 
as the caravan was unable to supply him either with 
proper dressings, or such advice as was indispensably 
necessary, pierced the heart of Vaillant with the most 
sensible regret ; but he declares that his pity was con- 
vened into anger upon finding that the wretched suf- 
ferer had drank a pint of brandy, which was privately 
g^ven him by one of Pinar*s men, while he had retired 
for a moment from the examination. 

Next day our travellers continued their route for 
about four hours and a half, when they halted at a 
part of the river thai is called Gariche by the Hotten- 
tots, where they happily found an excellent supply of 
water, and a tew turtles, which afforded a pleasant and 
salubrious refreshment. Swanepoel, who was still in 
extreme agony, was desirous of drinking some rhino- 
ceros's blood * f but as this article was not at present 
in the. possession of his master, he resolved to drink 
plentifully of brandy, upon the assurance of Pinar that 
it wbuld infallibly effect a cure. Singular as it may 
appear, this man regained his strength completely in 
six weeks^ and was perfectly cured, without the aid of 
dressings, bandages, or. any particular care. Our au- 
thor, ho ei?er, will not attempt to determine whether 
the brandy had really the success predicted by Pinar, 
or whether the union and consolidation of the finac- 
tured bones might be attriRuted entirely to nature, and 
an unusual energy of the vital powers. 

From the Green River the caravan proceeded to- 
wards the mountains of Camis, that rose majestically 
from the plains, and enticed our author forward by 
their noble appearance ) but his companions having 



* Rhinoceros's blood is held in the highest estimation both 
among the colonists and savages, who affirm that it is the most 
excellent medicine in nature for fractures, luxations, and inwai d 
bruises* 
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/cached the Oog Fontain^ or Eye Fountain^ persuaded 
bim to eDcamp on a spot that was rendered truly de* 
light ful^ by the pure gnd limpid waters that seemed to 
promise them the double blessings of coolness and re* 
fi'eshment. 

Towards evening, some of the neighbouring Hot* 
tentots, who came to fetch water fh>m the spring, re* 
mailed the debilitated state of the oxen, and assured 
our author that thejr woirid never be able to convey his 
carriages to the summit of the Namero, which he de* 
signed to cross, and therefore they advised him to send 
for a fresh supply from the habitation of Van der West* 
buysen^ which was situated in the adjacent mountains. 
The name of Van der Westhuysen communicated the 
most dreadful tidings to the heart of Klaas Baster, who 
started and turned pale at the apprehen.^ion oC being so 
near to the residence of his father -, for such was the 
planter in question, who he had supposed was esta* 
blished near the mouth of the Green River. Convinced, 
however, that he had been obliged to retire to the 
mountains, with his cattle, on account tjf the extreme 
drought, Klaas began to resolve on leaving the camp 
immediately, in order to avoid the insults of his white 
brothers, who would certainly obtain an early in* 
teliigence of his arrival. To quiet this anxiety, Vail- 
iant assured him tbnt he would not make any stay with 
bis relations, and,;'during his visit at the settlement, 
he agreed that Baster should be concealed in his tent, 
in such a manner thati his presence should not be 
known. These promises proved efficacious, and the 
mulatto chief consented to proceed forward according 
to his engagement. v 

Having sent a messenger to Van der Westhuyseo', to 
procure a relay of cattle, he received them the follow- 
ing morning, and proceeded up the heights till he came 
within sight of the house, when he left Baster concealed 
in the camp, and presented himself to the family, who 
received him courteously, and fi^ly offered to lend lilm 
ever}' assistance in their power. 
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The master of the house, whose exchange of a wife 
had proved a sorry speculation, was about seventy years 
of age, and sat silently in a corner attending "to the 
conversation, as his lady had long pi-escribed him a 
regimen of silence, on pretence of sparing his litngs, 
that were rather asthmatic. Conscious of the imbeci- 
lity of his conduct in his own house, he was evidently 
disconcerted by the presence of our author, though he 
occasionally ventured, when unobserved by his wH'e, 
to bestow upon him a smile of kindness. He was a na- 
tive of Grermany, and appeared highly sensible of the 
attention of his visitor, who asked him several questions 
relative to his birth, circumstances, &:c. in the lan- 
guage of his country ; but his imperious lady, \(ho pro- 
bably supposed that he was either speaking ot' her, or 
found too much amusement in the conversation, rudely 
interrupted him, by adverting lo the French people, 
from whom she pretended to prove her descent ,- and, 
in order to convince the stranger that she had been 
educated in the Languedoc manner, though born in 
Africa^ she uttered several unintelligible phrases, \hdi 
she pretended to be French, attended with sorriany In- 
dicrous efforts and strange contortions of her mouth, 
that Vaillant was scarcely able to retain his gravity 5 
while the two sons, and their sister who was at least 
six feet high, regarded the actions f^nd jargon of their - 
'mother with extended mouths, aifft a fixed gjize of ! 
stupid admiration. 

In order to augment the pleasures of the day, this 
lady had dispatched a messenger to the house of lier 
brother Engelbrecht, that he might enliven the party 
by his company and com'ersation ; but he did not come 
till the next morning. The company, however, was 
sufficiently vivacious without him, and a large quantity 
of brandy was so frequently handed round in basons, 
that every person (our author excepted) was completely 
intoxicated before night. | 

On the arrivd of Engelbrecht, who brought with 
him a more numerous family tlian that of his sister. 
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Ihe brandy was again distributed in bumpei's, and a 
walk was proposed to the camp 5 when Eogelbrecht, to 
whom Vaillaiit was a total stranger, and who might 
reasonably have been expected to behave with civility, 
accosted him in a boisterous manner, and demanded 
why he had admitted such d rascal as Klaas Baster into 
liis caravan. 

By this impertjnent question our traveller was con- 
vinced that Pmar had divulged the secret of Baster's 
presence : he therefore reprimanded that drunkard se- 
verely on the impropriety of his conduct^ and assured 
the unmanaeriy fingelbrecht, that whoever should at- 
tempt to injure or insult Klaas Baster would be 
regarded as his own inveterate enemy, and treated 
accordingly. Ibis sentence* delivered in a firm and 
decisive ton$, cut short the business, while the eyes 
of v^an der Westhuysen expressed his gratitude to the 
stranger for so spirited a conduct, which himself was 
not permitted to imitate on behalf of his unfortunate 
son. 

In compliance with the invitation of thfe mother-in^ 
lew, \ aillant now reiui ned baclc to the house, in order 
to dine with the two families, where he made the 
following observations on the habitation and its fur- 
niture. 

The house consisted of a single room^ abotit twenty 
feet long, and ten wide, which exactly resembled a 
barn, as the clay walls abounded with flaws and cre- 
vices; the roof exhibited as many perforations as are 
usually found in the spout of a watering-pot ; and th^ 
only appearance of a window was a wretched aperture, 
tliai was occasionally stopped with the head of an old 
cask ; the £re was kindled in a corner near the door,- 
but as there was no .chimney^ th^e smoke was permitted 
to make its exit, either through the decayed roof, the 
broken walls, or the common entrance^ while tfee 
whole produce of the last harvest was treasuje^ up in 
another corner,^ beneath a few mats, that were equaily 
filthy and.iu)soui;4- 
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Tlie furniture was perfectly consistent wWi the ap- 
pearance of the apartment, composing a rough-hewn 
table, which constantly supported a kettle of boiling 
vater and some broken basons; three smalltninlcs that 
supplit*^ the want of seats and closets ; the bed of the 
master and mistress, composed of a bidlock*s hide, that 
was nailed upon four sticks, and a number of greasy, 
unwholesome sheep-skins j similar beds, placed pro- 
miscuously on the floor, for the rest of the family *j 
and a hand-mill for the purpose of grinding com. 

Such was the house, and such the decorations, that 
appertained to a wealthy planter, whose friends were 
assembled for the express puipose of a festival. 

Scarcely had the party enteretl the room, when the 
sons of Van der Westhuysen prepared to grind a sufH«- 
. cient quantity of corn for the use of their guests, and 
were orcasion^Ily relieved by a few Hottentots, who 
stood around them, while the fire was prepared for a 
whole sheep, that hung suspended from the wall j and 
the men increased the smoke with that which arose 
from their pipes in all directions.. 

Our' author, whose stomach turned at the siglit of 
the sheep, which was but just flayed, a ikI si ill conti- 
nued to bleed, found himself so violently aflfected by 
the heat of the fire, the fumes of the liquor, the ex- 
treme thickress of the smoke, and the perspiration of 
the persons who laboured at the mill, that he was 
obliged to retire from the disgusting scene, in order to 
breathe, at liberty, the untainted air in his camp; 

Next morning he endeavoured lo obtain a team of 
oxen from the planter; but the liberal distribution of 
Pinar's brandy had so far affected the undcrstaflding of 
this man, that it was impossible ^©obtain a reasonable 
answer, till the fourth day, when the company was, in 
some degjee, satiated with drhiking, and Vaiilant was 
given to understand, that they could not spare him a 
single ox, hut that he might purchase as many as he 
uant^d of the ])lanters in the mountains of Camis. 
As it was now mdispensitbly necessary that he should 
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iepxt, the eldest son of Van cter Westhnysen offered 
to attend bim, on horseback, in quality of a guide: tXm 
proposal was agreeable in itselt^ and rheretoie accepted, 
with many thanks, by our adventurer, who, however, 
first stipulated^ that KJaas lia«ter should travel in their 
company. - 

Next mornino^, they proceeded in an easterly direc- 
tion towards the chain of Camis, where the road* 
were so narrow and intricate, t^iat the* horses were en- 
tirely useless ; and the travellers were therefore obliged 
to dismount, and ascend in the best manner they 
could. 

After a long and fatiguing march across the emi- 
nence, they arrived at a deep valley, where ihey again 
met with a part of the Green River, and shortly alter 
they reached the residence of a planter, who conse^ited 
<o sell Vaillant six oxen, and frorn hence directed him 
to a second person, who supplied him with three more'' 
animals, and accommodated hin^ with a lodging be- 
neatlj his roof. The night, however, was so extremely 
cold, that he could not possibly obtain any sleep, and 
tfa? return of morning discovered a tall of snow, that 
was apparently twelve inches deep on the ground, and 
still continued with increasing violence. 

Notwithstatiding the severity of the weather, and 
the extreme danger of traversing a road that was. com- 
pletely buried in snow, our traveLer continued bis 
route, in quest of a third settler, who resided towards 
the north-east, and was sufEciently rich in cattle to 
spare a large quantity. To this man, therefore, he re- 
paired, whom, after a long and perilous journey, he 
found warming himself at a fire of cow-dung, in a most 
wretched hovel, to which V aiUant was invited, on bis 
amval. 

As he was adtiially benumbed and frozen with the 
cold, he gladly accejJted the opportunity of warming 
himself, though he w.;s obliged to s:,uat on the grouncj 
like a i:>ottentot, the hut being too low to adaiit of his 
standing upright. He likewise received a temporary jr«» 
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freshment of bread and milk^ and in tlie erening his 
fciJlowers were regaled with a fat sheep, that was pur^ 
pusely killed far their entertainment. 

WiiUe these persons were bosily ero ployed in at- 
tending to tlieir. supper, -our traveller attempted, in th<e 
course of coisversation, to discover the character of his 
host, and to find what method would be most likely to 
induce bira to afford the desired supply of cattle; On 
the £rst intimation of the business, the old roan cut 
tlie matter short by a peremptory refusal; but a few 
bumpers of gennine French brandy pleaded so powers 
fully on the part of the petitioner, who represented his 
distressed situation in the roost pathetic manner^ that 
he at last consented to sell him fourteen oxen» for a sum 
that was nearly equivalent to 25^. English money. 

>^ext morning v aillant dispatched his people with 
a quantity of hardware^ to a Hottentot hmde, which 
he understood ^vas situated at the distance of eighteeo 
miles^ where, in all probability, some cattl<s might be 
procured by barter. They accordingly departed, and 
our traveller was obliged to submit to the inconvenience 
of a smoky hut till their return^ in order to avoid the 
cold, which was so exceedingly sharp and cutting, that 
his back was nearly frozen, while his legs were scorched 
by the fire) and if at any time he endeavoured to re- 
move the fttifihess that resulted from his awkwanl po- 
8Ttion, by stepping out of the hut, the air affected him 
in so violent a manner, that his respiration failed, and he 
began to fed the pangs of suffocation before he could 
possibly re-enter the hovel* 

At length, however, his people returned with seven 
oxen c.nd t^o cows, which, though rather short of the 
desired quantity, would enable Vaiilant lo prosecute his 
journey, and allow him time to look out tor Some that 
might probably be purchased on more advantageous 
terms. He accordingly took leave of his venerable 
host, and returned across the niountiJns, beneath a 
treavy fall of snow, which continued without inter- 
mission till he descended again into the valley that is 



IK AFBICA* iI3 

watered by the Green River, where he again beheld the 
reviving beaois of the sun, trod on a verdant c rpet 
richly embroidered wuh flowers, and inhaled the fra- 
grant odours which issued from the surrounding shrub- 
beries.. 

It was necessary, however, to quit this enchanting 
spot, for another mountainous chain, that was covei;e4 
with snoWj so th»t in a progress of eight hours he ex» 
perienced three successive seasons. I'his sudden change 
of temperature was, consequently, felt severely, and all 
the travellers were ailiicted with a cold and hoarseness 
that continued lor several days after their return to the 
camp. 

During his absence, Engelbrecht . had obtained from 
the Hottentots a description of th.it ludicrous festiv.tl 
which our author h^td given to his people in the country 
of Auteniqua, when, in order to divert them tromau in> 
pradent use of tl^ir tdb :cco, he had reg led tlicpti with 
the music of a Jew*s liarp. I'he pleasures of th^t day 
were still remembered with transport by tlie n rratqrs, 
who launched £onh into an enthusiastic eulogium ou 
{he perform, nee of their master, and finally persu.fded 
Engelbrecht, that he was really an accomplished mu- 
sician. 

lu consequence of this intelligence, our authoi: was 
privately requested to entertain ihe party, at the planta* 
don, with the music of an old violin that bad been 
fcilently suspended from the wall of Kngelbrecht's house 
for ten years,, and was supplied with strings of his own 
manuf cture. This instrumeut was iiqcurdingly put 
into the- lumds qf Vailjant, on his entering the house, 
and, in consequepce ot a general request, he scr ped 
a few country dances upon it, which instantly s^t the 
whole comp tny in motion, and aftbrded them the most 
e&quisite delight, while he positively affirms, that his 
ears were tortured, and his teeth set on ed(>e4 by such 
T.ilc .ind discord int music. 

After dmcing till theyAvere completely overpbwerecl 
by weariness, the party retired to restj but ou itlictbl'. 
l3 
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lowmg day he was assailed by the loud petitions of ihe 
whole group^ to renew their pleasure) and the subse- 
quent day they proved as importunate^ so that he hu- 
morously observes, '* the whole of his time was spent 
in scraping catgut^** while the noisy crew skipped joy* 
ously around him. 

All that was now requisite to render our traveller 
connpletely happy at his departure from thijS place was 
a reconciliation between Klaas fiaster and his relations. 
Several times Vaillant had ventured to speak of hhn in 
the family, and from their manner he began to augur 
some good success. He therefore resolved to treat ihero 
with some punch, that he 4nade of some iine lenoons^ 
and some excellent French brandy^ which the whole 
party declared was excellent, while their features were 
dilated with pleasure, and their hearts expanded with 
affectionate gaiety : this then was the moment for the 
important trial, and Vaillant resolved, to use it to the 
best advantage. While, therefore, they were busily 
employed in handing round the applauded liquor, he 

Eropbsed a pacific treaty between the parties, and to 
is utter astonishment, found every person ready to 
accede to the plan, without a single dissentient \oice. 
He accordingly ran to the camp, in order to announce 
the joyful tidings to his friend, whom he soon presented 
to his relations, and had the inexpressible pleasure of 
seeing him received with th^ most unequivocal marks 
of friendship, while the fiither poured out a bumper in 
honour of the reconciliation ^ and Klaas Baster was so 
completely overpoM'ered by his own exquisite sensa- 
tions, that he wanted words to fixpress his love to liis 
relatives, smd his unbounded gratitude to our benevo- 
lent traveller. 

Next morning our author quitted the plantation, in 
coinp<<ny with the eldest son of Van der Westbuysen, 
who, as a paiticular mark of respect, insisted upon driv- 
ing one of ihe waggons himself to the abode of Engel- 
brecht, V bich was erected in a more pleasant situation 
Minn \Um of \m bnHher-in-law^ but the loll^e was, if 



possible, more wretched, and strongly annonnced the 
mdifference of its proprietors respecting their accora* 
modations. As soon ^s Vaillanc entered the apart- 
meat, which constituted the sole retreat of ail the in* 
habitants of the plantation, he was surrounded by a 
number of cliiidren, whose skins were so extremelj^ 
dirty, that he at lirst supposed ihem to be Hottentot 
mulattoes, till the parents, who were pnbably ashamed 
of their neglect, eagerly pointed out his mistake. 

Hie eldest daughter now advanced, in a fanciful at- 
tire and a whimsical head-dress, to accost the visitor, 
and presented him with a large bundle of fine white 
feathers, for which he gave her three rix-dollars, and 
engaged her to supply him hereafter with more com- 
modities of a similar kind. 

At this place our traveller continued four days, du- 
ring which he received many proofs of friendship, and 
experienced a considerable degree of pleasure; as the 
morning was commonly devoted to the chase, the 
middle of the day to a cheerful conversation, and the 
greatest part of the night to music and dancing. He 
likewise amused himself, occasionally, with drawing 
the figures of such beasts and plants as attracted his 
curiosity in the course of his morning excursions. 

As Engelbrecht intended shortly to make a journey to 
the Cape, our traveller availed himself of the opj)or- 
tunity to write to his friends, as it was, iri all probabi- 
lity, the last that would offer in the course of bis ex- 
pedition. He then departed, with a beautiful team of 
black oxen, that were lent by his host, purposely to 
save^his own cattle $ and finding himself closely fol- 
lowed by Pinar, he ordered his tents to be pitched in 
the vicinity of a spring that he found in their way, 
hoping thereby to get rid of his disagreeable com- 
panion : but tliis hope was quickly frustrated, as Pinar 
likewise halted upon the same spot, and seemed deter- 
mined not to separate without a quarrel. On their arrival 
at the Kaussi, however, Vaillant accomplished his ^ish, 
by inforniing Pinar, that he should deh^y his journey 
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for the space of a weelr^ as lie was much pleased 
with the romantic situation of his encampment. This 
assertion, corroborated by the dismissal of Engelbrecht's 
team, determined the hunter to proceed, and thus 
freed our author from a source of great an4 continual 
uneasiness. 

The rivulet Kaussi was entirely dry^ like the gene- 
rality of those which h^d been already crossed ; but as 
it was probable that water might be found among the 
cavities that abounded in its rocky bottom, a few of 
the Hottentots were dispatched to examine it, who 
soon returned wiih the agreeable intelligence that wa- 
ter had been discovered in twenty different places j and 
during his stay, our author met with a sufficient 
number of birds to satiate his hunger, and plants to 
^xcite his curiosity. 

On the 1 1 th of September he resumed his journey, 
though the heat began to grow very intense, and he 
was apprehensive that the rivers would be dried up by 
the extreme drought j in which case his only hope 
must be placed on such natural cisterns, or reservoirs, 
as he misht possibly discover ip th^ course of his 
journey. 

After a march of about two . hours, tlie caravan 
halted at a large fiat rock, that was supplied with a 
bason of this description ; but the waters were strongly 
poisoned with the euphorbia*, which our travellers 
happily discovered, by two of the dogs that ran thither 
to quench their thirst, and were instantly seized with 
strong qjjnvulsions. Vaillant, however, saved their lives, 
by making tliem swallow several doses of spermaceti 
oil, which caused them to throw up the poison, though 
they felt its sad effects for more than a fortnight, being, 
unable to move a single joints or to receive any nourish- 
ment except a little milk. 



* The euphorbia is a plant from which the savages extract 
a deadly poison, for the purpose of rubbing their arrows. 
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AnxioQ^ to quit a plae^ where, in gpite of eveiy 
exerrion, some of the animals might drink, and con- 
sequently perish, Vaillaiit coniinued his route for about 
iix ipiJes^ when he {jeiceivcd a few of the Less Nimi* 
quas keeping their herds, but at the sight of the cara- 
van they fled with equal precipitation and dismay* 
Our author, theretbre, spurre.l his horl&e towards thena, 
in order to calm their needless terrors, and to procure 
some intelligence respecting their country ; when they 
turned back, and informed him that at the distance of 
three miles he would find a horde of their nation^ 
with whom .resided a white woman, ^hose cattle they 
were now tending. 

Having followed the direction of the herdsmen, the 
travellers soon arrived at the place alluded to, which 
W3S a craaj of about twenty huts, where they were 
kindly received by the white woman, who was stand- 
ing at the door ot the hut, covered with a garment ci 
tanned hides, like the generality ot the Nimiquas. She 
informed them that she was the widow ot the chief* 
and that she now retained his authority. Her children 
were clothed in skins, like herself, and their com- 
plexions were so completely embrowned, by a con- 
stant exposure to the sun, that, had it not been for 
their long dark hair, they might have been taken for 
Nimiqua9, whose language they use in their ordinary 
conversation. 

Klaas Blaster was tlie only person in the caravan 
who understood this tongue, which he had been ac- 
customed to hear in his infancy. Like the Hottentot 
langtiage, it is accompanied with a remarkable clap- 
ping, and seems to be constructed on the same general 
principles, though the Nimiquas more frequently em- 
ploy thoae hoarse sounds, that, by issuing suddenly 
trom the throat, divide their words, and render them 
totally unintelligible to the ears ot* a stiangen 

The widow having presented her guests with a por- 
tion of milk, all the women of the horde immediately 
followed her example, and continued the voluntary 
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tribute during their residence at the craal. This served 
to remind Vaillant of the happy days when the charm- 
ing Narina presented him every morning with the milk 
-that was drawn from her own goats ^ but the compa- 
rison was greatly to the disadvantage of the Nimiquas; 
whose wooden bowls, clumsily made, and usually 
dirtj', gave him an invincible distaste for the milk that 
was now given him, and induced him to regret the 
pretty baskets and extreme cleanliness that had so 
often charmed his eyes amidst the Gonaquas. 

On the evening of his arrival he -was invited to a 
dance, where his attention was greatly excited by one 
of the musicians, who played on a kind of flute, in 
such a manner as first to produce very loud tones, and 
then repeated the conclusion of the music, so as to 
produce an excellent and melodious echo. Vail- 
lant requested him to explain the nature of his per- 
formance, when he f<mnd that it was simpjy effected 
by shifting the instrument from his mouth to one of 
bis nostrils, when he continued to blow as before, 
^nd the wind that issued from his nostril resembled 
the nature of an echo so exactly, that every one wIk) 
listened must be surprised at the fine deception. 

I'hough the soil of this country was generally bar- 
rejB, the various breeds of domestic animals were the 
most handsome and vigorous of any that Vaillant had 
yet discovered in Africa. I'he oxen are much supe- 
rior in point of strength to those of the eastern colo- 
nies, and are divided into three classes, viz. beasts of 
burden, draught oxen, ^and war oxen. The first being 
well known in all the other tribes and hordes which he 
had visited, our author omits a particular descii- tion of 
them, and proceeds to inform us, that the war oxen 
are chosen from such as prove the most fierce and un- 
manageable ; jthat they become so furious at the fcight 
of an adverse host, as to rush with resistless fury upon 
the men, trample them in the dust, gore them with 
their horns, or pursue them in their flight, till they 
t^ave ovenged th(s quarrel of their masters -, and that 
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Useir prowess and natutsl courage iire so considerable^ 
that flocks and lierds are frequently intrusted to their 
defence 3 when they will dispute the victory with the 
most terrific animals, and are so tiniversally dreaded by 
the hyenas^ that one of these animals, however hun-* 
gry^ will never venture to attack a flock that is 
guarded by two or tlree of these war oxen. The 
sheep are tall, and superior to those of the surrounding 
countries -, and tlieir goats will yield as great a quantity 
o£ milk as the best cows in the colony. 

Previous to his departure from the craal, our travel* 
ler distributed a few presents among the people, in re- 
turn for thejr abundant supply of milk -, the wido\if, 
was supplied with some powder and shot, as her am« 
munition was totally eii^pended, and she was therefore 
under considerable appreliensions from the surround^ 
ing Boshmen ; and the children were rendered cora- 
pleteJy happy by a few glass beads that were given 
them for the purpose of decorating their clothes. 

Here our author recollected that he had received a 
letter from colon^^l Gordon, to a sailor of the name of 
Schoen maker, who had formerly deserted from the 
company's service, and now resided among the Nimi«- 
quas, where he might probably have it in his power to 
render some service to the caravan. He therefore in* 
quired of the widow whether iihe had ever heard of 
such a person, and.was immediately informed that he 
resided ^b<>ut thirty-six miles from the horde 5 and 
that he was at full liberty to take some of the people 
as guides to the spot, which wa* separated from them 
by another horde of the Nimiquas. 

Grateful for this distinguished mark of kindness, 
Vaillant accepted the widow's proposal, and departed 
towards die next craal, whers he arrived in abou^ five 
hours, and was received witli tlie warmest welcomes 
by liie chief and some of his pec5>le, who, having pro- 
bably received intelligence of his intended visit, came 
forth to meet him, and to express their satisfaction on 
blsaccotmt. Vaillant -vtas incapable of ipakiug aay 



110 vaillant's travels 

verbal answer to their complimeots> aod therefore ex- 
pressed his frigidly intentions in the most iutelligible 
manner^ by presenting the chief with a piece o\ to- 
bacco, two excellent knives, and ^ few trifling articles 
of hardware. 

This present was received with esstreme satisfacdoD« 
and the travellers proceeded to the craal, which con* 
sisted of about five-and»twenty huts, and consequently 
could not be very populous. Here they were regaled 
with au abundance of milk by the women, who 
brought the cows from the pastures ; and the (light was 
devoted to dancit^^ in which the Hottentots joined with 
great vivacity. 

Next day they removed to the house of Schoen- 
maker, whom they found in a red cap and sailor'^ 
dress, ui the midst of several charming litt)e girlsv 
whose pleasing features, graceful deportment, and ani- 
mated endearments, induced our traveller to compare 
tliem to an assemblage of loves. Their unfortunate 
^ther had remained twelve years in exile, on account 
of his desection» which had obliged him to shun the 
company of men, who might possibly deliver hioQ up 
to the colony. 

In such a situation, it tn^y naturally be supposed 
that tl)e unexpected arrival of an European^ with so 
ms^merous a train, must terrify a. man who was in 
cohtinual dread of pursuit and persecution. Yaillant, 
therefore, h^ten^d to calm his uneasiness, by produ- 
cing the letter from colonel Gordon, whose name ef* 
fectiially banished every suspicion from the breast of 
the seaman, and extended his hand towards our adyon* 
turer, as to a welcome and beloved friend. This man, 
whose horde consisted entirely of his Hottentot wives, 
children, and sei-vants, freely offered his guest every 
assistance that lay iri his power, and gave orders for an 
ox 'and a few sh^p to be prepared immediately for 
the members of the caravan, while our author distri- 
buted several trifles among the wpmen and children, 
yfho tiu'onged around hm with tfae gaze of curi* 
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osHy, aod silently contemplated his dress and com- 
plexion. 

From hence he proceeded, in company with Schoen« 
maker^ to another horde of the Nicpiquas, that con* 
sisted of near sixty huts, separated into three divisions. 
Cariosity induced all the savages to advance towards 
Vaillant, who had never before seen so many in one 
collected body, and now considered the spectacle as 
extremely striking and awful. His ears in the mean 
time were nearly deafened by a confused number of 
sounds; which proceeded from each individual ; yet, 
convinced that it breathed the language of friendship^ 
it was peculiarly interesting to his mind. 

Previous to his departure from this craal, Vaillant 
ptocuiBd a few sheep by trafficking with the natives, 
and made the following observations on their country, 
persons, dress, &c. 

The country of the Less Nimiquas extends, in longi- 
tude, ftotn the raouutans of Camis to the ocean on the 
west } and in latitude, from Namero to the Great Ri- 
ver. The soil is extremely dry and barren, as it never 
receives any rain, except when a tliuuder-storm hap- 
pens, which seldom occurs twice in the space of a 
year. From Namero to the banks of the Great Riv^ 
the land has a gradual ascent, while the mountains in- 
sensibly decline; but beyond the ri\^r the moun- 
tains risd abruptly, and the land descends towards 
another chaih of rocks, so that it is completely en- 
closed \yUhii) two chains. The stature of the people 
is inferior to that of the Caffres and Gonaquas ^ their, 
dress greatly resembles that of the Hottentots on the 
eastern coast, and they are usually adorned with a 
pmfusion of copper or other omaments, in the man- 
ner of other savages $ their faces are commonly painted 
in compartments of different colours ; and their huts 
are covered with skins, instead of mats, as the ari^ 
dity of ^e land is unfavourabls to the growth of 
m^es. 
Resunriing their journey, they proceeded across the 

VOL. XSJi. M 
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Copper Mountains, and through a sort of defile calli^cl 
tlie Poort, from whence they caiiie out upon an extetf-» 
sive arid plain, where they p:- sed a miserable night 
Sit Brand Craal, or Burnt Craal, the ancient seat of a 
horde of Nimiquas. 

As it was indispensably necessary to quit this fright- 
ful desert with all possible celerity, they advanced fof 
about six hours, when th^ reached an assemblage of 
huts that were inhabited by Bosh men 5 but the pro- 
prietors were conscious of their weakness, opposed to 
the caravan, and therefore retreated precipitately on 
the first discovery of our travellers, who were com- 
pelled by fatigue to enter the abdicated dwellings, 
where they safely pt\ssed the night, with the precaution 
of keeping large fires and frecjuently discharging th&x 
fire-arms. 

After a melancholy and painful march of two dajs^ 
the sandy plain was suddenly changed into a joil tijat 
was' covered with Boshmen's grass j ajid shortly after 
they heard the sound of water, towards the nordi* 
west, which announced their safety at a moment when 
both men and cattle were ready to drop aixi expire 
with insufferable thirst, Vaillant rode forwards with 
eagerness, and his companions followed him with equal 
speed, till they arrived at the stream, which was, in 
fact, the Oran^^e River, whose breadth in the oarrowesc 
part was equal to that of the Seine at Paris, and its 
banks richly clothed with a forest of mimosas, ebonies. 
and wild apricot trees, where a surprising number of 
' birds assembled, and filled the air with their delicious 
music. So charming a scene, and such a copious sup- 
ply of water, could not fail to inspire the caravan with 
the most joyful sensations, who repeated their shouts 
of transport till they arrived at the bank of the river, 
when men and cattle plunged amidst the stream, to 
refresh and strengthen their exhausted limbs, while 
they eagerly satisfied their intolerable thirst. 

During the time of encampment in the vicinity o^ 
this river^ our author was frequently visited by several 
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pf the Greater Nimiquas, and i*ie CaminouqiiaH, who 
resided at the distance of a few miles, on the opposite 
shore, and were apprised of his arrival by his noctur- 
nal iires> and the frequent discharges of his fire-arms. 
These persons all testified the strongest friendship to«» 
wards hina, and all invited hioi to their respective craals j 
^hile he, in retura, loadtd tliem with game, and in- 
duced them, by every conciliatory method, to con- 
tinue their visits, and intrust themselves^ without SQS« 
picion, into his hands. 

Having completely traversed the country on the 
kft bank of the river> he was desirous of exaiuining 
that on the oppositerside, and accordingly constructed a 
raft, with which he crossed over, on the 28ih of Oc- 
tober, attended by eight fusileers, and an eq^alnnm- 
ber of -Nimiquas, while the remainiJer of the caravan 
was left under the care of old Svvan'epoel. 

On the second day they, formed an encampment on 
the borders of a spring, .t;hat, issuing from the foot of 
some rocks, affords a charming refreshment to the 
weary traveller, while the bright verdure that adorn* 
its margin renders the situation peculiarly pleasing. 
At this place they met with four savages, who, coming 
thither to draw water, gave our author a pressing invi- 
tation to their horde, which they said was scarcely half 
jl day's journey distant ; but the road was so extremely 
bad, that Vaillant, who acceded to their request, found 
it much further than they had described. 

On their arrival at the craal, our travellers were re^ 
•ceived in the kindest manner by the chief, who pre- 
sented them with a couple of sheep, and freely obliged 
them, to the best of his power, wiih a description of 
tbe circumjacent country. While dinner was prepare 
iiig, Vaillant walked out to examine the huts, and in 
itiium for a small quantity of tobacco received a 
charming supply of m'lk, which he affirms was, at 
that time, the most delicious refreshment possible, to 
Jjis parched and burning palate. 

from ben^ehe piocetded in a north-easterly direction 
M 2 
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to another horde, that was situated in the midst of a 
barren plain, which merely contained about a score of 
men, and exhibited the marks of extreme wretchedness 
and penury. Vaillant therefore directed a couple of 
aheep to be killed and distributed among them, with 
tome springbok antelopes, and part of a hippopota- 
mus, which had been recently killed in the course of 
our traveller's journey. This present was accounted so 
valuable, and received with such unbounded demon- 
strations of gratitude, that our author imagined his vi- 
sit would form an aera among those distressed creatures 
tfaat would not be easily obliterated from their remem- 
bi«^ce. 

On bis arrival at the Gamma Rivier, or Lion River, 
be found it so completely destitute of water^ that he 
chose its channel for his road ; by which means, though 
rather fatigued with the loose saud, he enjoyed a 
charming shelter from the sun, under the extensive 
branches of the great mimosas that skirted the banks. 

From hence he proceeded for about twenty-two 
miles, when he encamped under the shade of sorae 
aloes, and ordered bis people to ' take every necessaij 
precaution against the approach of the Boshmen/ who 
were rather expected in the course of the nighty as 
some fires were plainly distinguished on the adjacent 
mountains. The travellers, however, were suffidentlj 
apprised of their own strength, to preclude the admis- 
sion of fear into their breasts, and therefore betook 
themselves to rest with the utmost tranquillity. 

On this spot the caravan halted for nine days, duiing 
whi'ch time they received several visits from a horde of 
Caminouquas, who were well supplied >vith game by 
our author J and, in return, conducted him to tbeir 
craal, where, however, he found nothing to distin- 
guish them from the Gieater Nimiquas, either in 
their customs, dress, weapons, or construction of their 
huts. 

Satisfied with hislittleexcursion, that had afforded him 
much amusement, and greatly increased bis curious col- 



fcction,Vaillant now resolved to return to his Hottentots 
on the other $icle of the Orange RiveT j and accordingly 
taking leave of tlie friendly Caminouquas, he recrossed 
the Lion River at the place where be had passed it be- 
fore ; and on the evening of the fourth day arrived 
within sight of his camp, whither he repaired the next 
morning, to the infinite delight of his people. 

The motive of this rejoicing was, however, a cause 
of vexation to our author, who found that they ex- 
pected him td return immediately to the Cape, with- 
out exposing them to any further fatigue or dangers. 
They had liKewise introduced a number of women in- 
to the camp during his absence, and were, in fact, 
completely ripe for^ny act of disobedience. 

Irritated at the ' indolence and refractory spirit of 
these men, who, are indeed of essential servic to a 
traveller in the colony, but who become a troublesome 
burden when they are led into distant countries, Vail- 
Jant loudly proclaimed his intention of visiting the 
Greater Mimiquay, and at the same time issued out 9 
$e\'ere oVder for, dismissing all the Hottentot ladies, 
withoiit-exception. 

In consequence of this injunction, a general murmur 
was diffused throughout the camp, and the Hottentots 
hastily prepared to depart with their favourite mis-* 
tjesses, while their master loaded thepi with just re- 
proafhe^, and assured them that he was no longer 
desirous of retaining them in his service ; adding, 
with peculiar energy, that he should know where to 
find and bow to punish them upon a proper \)cca- 
sion. This threat produced a deep and general silence, 
and the ensuing night completely calmed their turbu- 
lent spirit, which condescended to stoop before their 
leader on the morrow, and implore forgiveness for 
their reprehensible conduct ^ while, by way of atone- 
ment, they voluntarily offered to follow wherever he 
should think fit to lead them, and testified the most 
ardent zeal on beh:df of his future researches. 

On the J4tii of Decera*ber, our author departed 
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with tlie half of his troop, and a few Camlnonqtlas, 
who, together with their wives, voluntarily offered to 
join his expedition, while tbcs rerhainder of the Hot- 
tentots were left to guard the camp, under the com- 
mand of bwanepoel. 

The travellers, who amounted to sixty persons^ were 
furnished with many conveniences, that were carried 
by the oxen, and rendered the journey extremely plea- 
sant to those who were unused to such comforts, and 
anxious to explore a new country, where all their 
wants were well supplied. The women, in particular, 
seemed to regard the march as a party of pleasure, 
and constantly inspired the caravan with gaiety, by 
their songs, dances, and other methods of amuse- 
ment. \ 

Previous to his removal from the camp, Vaillant had 
desired Swanepoel to wait five months on the banks of 
the river; but if, at the expiration of that time, he re- 
ceived no fresh orders, he was to return to Van der 
Westhuyscn, and from thence to the^ Cape, where 
he was to deliver his letters from his master, the one 
directed to the new fiscal and the other for colonel 
Gordon. 

Having crossed the river, partly by a raft and partly 
by swimming, the travellers with their cattle pro- 
ceeded for about five hours over a parched soil, that 
was but thinly covered with Boshmen's grass, to a 
warm spring, where they halted to rest the oxen, and 
to examine the latitude, which tbey found, by an ob- 
servation of the sun's altitude, to be 27 deg. 5 min. 
After this they continued their route towards the Lions 
River, which now contained a considerable quantity of 
water. They, however, forded it with great facility, 
and proceeded along its right bank for three days, 
where they formed an encampment on a beautiful 
spot, that was finely embellished with verdant pastures 
and limpid streams, while the circumjacent country 
yielded an abundance of giraffes, antelopes, and a va- 
riety of curious birds. 
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Next mottling our author dispatched a party of bun- 
Icrs in quest of game, wlio^ on their return, informed 
him that they had met with some Greater Nimiquas, 
vfho resided at the distance of twelve miles ifrom the 
camp, and who had stroi^gly invited them, in the name 
of the chief, to pay a visit to their craal. TJiis intel- 
ligence was received with the greatest satisfaction by 
VaiHant, who immediately began to prepare for his 
departure } and on the following day presented liiro- 
self, with his troop at the entrance of the horde, 
vvhejre he was received with much civility by the chief 
and the greatest part of his subjects. 

The stature of these men was commonly about five 
feet ten inches ;, their countenances shn pic, but ex- 
tremely phlegmatic j and their deportment exceeding- 
ly demure and frigid. This character is widely differ- 
ent from that of savages in general, and is suikingly 
contrasted with the female part of iheir own horde, 
«hosc features are constantly illumined with viva* 
city, and not unfrequenily dilated witli excessive 
laughter. 

In the course of his journey to this place, Vaillant 
lul observed several large herds of oxen, which he 
^ras informed belonged to the horde. 1'his naturally 
inclined him to hope that he might purchase as many 
as he would > but, on the contrary, it was extremely 
c&filcult to procure even a few, which were at length 
obtained by a lil)eral distribution of presents to the 
vonven, who appeared to have the entire guidance of 
their husbands and other relatives. 

The evening was devoted to dancing and other re- 
creations, and tlie next morning a few of the natives 
I aine to traiiic with our author, for beads, tobacco, 
brass wire, &c. ; he then received a fat sheep from tl>e 
dv^f, who was compliroenied with a present in return 5 
IT h1 shortly after tlie travellers left the craal. The first 
diy was speut in a wretched country, that was totally 
dtMimie ()f wa'erj baton the second the} discovered 
ui cvellent spving, v/liere they fouiid a peculiar sp^^r 
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cies of tortoise^ that was exceeding large, and afforded 
thcfin an excellent supper. 

From hence they proceeded, m a north-west direc- 
tion, towards a periodical stream, denominated the 
Drjpg, or Meandering River, On their approach, 
they found that its channel was dry, but a few pools 
remained in some of the hollows, and its border was 
richly clothed with z profusion of beautiful trees, that 
afforded a timely shelter to the caravan from a violent 
north wind, that suddenly filled the air with lar^e vo- 
lumes of duet, and suffocated tlie travellers with exces- 
sive heat. 

After passing, a restless night in another encamp- 
ment, on the margin of a brook that was much fre- 
quented by noxious animals, and passing through a de- 
file, Vaillant entered a canton, where he found a 
number of herdsmen tending their cattle : at first they 
were greatly alarmed, and attempted to shun the 
ptrapgers, by a precipitate flight ; but Klaas being dis- 
patched- on horseback, to assure them of friendship 
and kindness on the part of the caravan, they returned 
with their chief, and several other savages, who ap- 
proached their visitors with extended arms, in toke» 
of their entire confidence. 

Our author now resolved to pitch his camp in the 
vicinity of the horde, which was one of the most nu- 
merous in the Nimlqua nation, and consequently af- 
forded him an excellent opportunity of making such 
remarks a^ were regularly placed in his journal, after 
the various avocations of the day. 

Though the name of the Nimiquas is greatly cele- 
brated in the Dutch colonies, the inhabitants are gene- 
rally ignorant of every particular respecting them, 
and foolishly imagine that their country abounds with 
gold and silver mines } whereas our author aflfirius 
that it was one of the most parched and desolated tracts 
that he ev er visited in Africa. . 

In size, the Greater Nimiquas are talk*r than the 
(jther tii?ttenlot uibcs ; their limbs are extremely .slen- 



Ar, their complexion lighter than that of the Gona- 
qoas, and their features tolerably agreeable. Their 
krosses exactly resemble the Hottentot cloaks, and are 
iiDcifii&y ornaraented with plates of copper and glass 
beads, which are fabricated by the blacks who dwell 
€o the coast of the Indian sea. Thdr hair is commonly 
daubed with grease, mingled with the powder of vari- 
oos odor&ferous woods j and their arms and faces are 
tattooed in a variety of figures, though this custom is 
Dot so prevalent among them as among the people who 
reside fiirther towards the north. 

What has been already advanced respecting their 
jdilegmatic temper, is sufficient to prove that they are 
by no means a warlike people j yet they handle their 
fcassagajsand poisoned arrows with great dexterity, 
and are possessed of those war oxen, which have been 
already described as formidable in battle, aitd of inti- 
nite use to the herdsmen in time of peace. 

Tbeir musical instruments reseml?]e those of other 
Hotteotots f but their dancing is essentially different, 
and seems to partake mucli of that strange frigidity 
which is a distinguishing trait in the characteV ^ the 
male Ntmk^uas. Iheir marriages are simple agree- 
ments between two persons^ who acknowledge a mu- 
tual abjection,, and pass their days together with equal 
Measure and fidelity. Though totally ignorant of tlic 
nature of religion, and strangers to the immortality of 
the soul, they possess a sufbcient degree of natural 
light to act towards each other uiih an unblemrshed , 
integrity, that might justly suffuse the cheeks of noany 
Bnropeans witii the glow of conscious inferiority. 

During his stay at this place, Vaillant granted per- 
mission to several of his people to espouse the daugh- 
ters of the Nimiquas, who proved extremely benefi- 
cial to the caravan, whereas the temporary mistresses, 
«bo had been formerly introduced, had merely served 
to 61) It with disobedience and confusion. 
On the 6th of January our traveller bade adieu to 
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the chief and the members of the jiorde, who had 
treated hira with iiU possible kindness and respect,- and 
departed in quest of a horde of Koraquas, which, he 
understood, was situated at the dLstan(ieof fortyor for- 
ty-five miles towards the north-east. 

After a march of about twelve miles, he halted upon 
the banks ot" a river, whose bed vC^as occupied by a pro- 
digious number of bufl'aloes, that were immediately 
roused by the dogs, and retreated precipitately in ail 
directions. Towards evening, however, they were 
overtaken by their pursuers, when two of them were 
fortunately killed, and thus insured an abundance of 
provisions for the caravan. 

Next morning the Hottentots began to cut them up, 
and Vaillant, desirous of conciliating the friendship of 
the Koraquas, dispatched some messengers to inform 
them of his success, and to invite them to partake of his 
game. In consequence of this embassy, thirty Kora- 
' quas arrived at the camp, in the afternoon, with some 
oxen, that were designed to carry the promised provi- 
sions. They, consented to spend the night with our 
travellers, and early the next morning they conducted 
then) across an extensive arid plain to the craal, which 
was at this time much disturbed respecting the elec- 
tion of a leader. 

No sooner had Vaillant arrived, than he was encom- 
passed by all the members of the horde, who en- 
deavoured to interest him in their quarrels, though 
he could not understand a syllable of their language. 
Their warmth, however, was so strong and enthasi- 
astic, that one might have supposed the tale of the 
universe depended on the decision of their election, 
while, animated by fury, thdr eyes literally sparkled, 
and tjiey threatened each otlier, by turns, with the 
most terrific gestures. 

Such an intestine war among the savages afforded 3 
new and interesting spectacle to our' adventurer, who 
being constituted supreme judge in so important a bnsi- 
ness, flattered himself with the hope of spcedll;^ r^'- 
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Storii'ig Iiapp'mess and tranqailltty to their agitated 
minds. 

He now found, bj means of h]s interpreters, that 
the deceased chief, or ruler, had left several sons be- 
hind him, whose years and abilities were adequate to 
the task of governing ; but these were overlooked by 
the people, who were divided into two parties ; the 
one consisting of the men, and the other of the wo- 
men i each of whom had nominated their favourite, 
but neither of them possessed sufficient authority to 
terminate their dissension, though the anarchy and 
conftision that disturbed the peace of the horde called 
k)udly for a speedy remedy. 

At the close of this intelligence our author desired 
bis people to form an encampment on the borders of 
the craal 5 when the unexpected appearance of the 
tents, raised suddenly in the air, arrested the -attention 
of the savag'es, and completely hushed every turbulent 
passion; while men, women and children stood gaz- 
ing at the scene with open mouths and fixed amaze- 
ment. Curiosity now succeeded to words and fight- 
ing. They approached the tents, examined the fusees, 
and surveyed the horses attentively j but the greatest 
object of admiration was our author himself, whose 
complexion, clothes, and hat, underwent the strictest 
scrutiny. 

Previous to their d&'parture, at the approach of night, 
our traveller inforn:ed them that he should immediate- 
ly leave them, if they did not resolve on the election 
of a chieY by the morning ; but if, on the other hand, 
they would present a person to" him, about two hours 
after sun -rise, who should be acknowledged their 
leader by a general consent, lie would then enrich them 
with an abundance of presents, and bestow such pe- 
culiar marks of dignity upon the object of their choice, 
as should eclipse the greatness of all his equals, and 
raise the horde to such acknowledged grandeur, as 
must excite the admiration of the surrounding nations. 
In consequence of this proclamation, the wholb 

8 . •- 
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horde i^sembled^ at the appointed houfj on the bor- 
ders of tbe camp, .with one Haripa at their head, 
whom they declared duly elected by unanimous ooa* 
seat. He was a tall^ well niade man, apparently in 
bis fortieth year, exceedingly strong, and, to ail ap- 
pearance, well adapted for tlie purpose of ruling a fee* 
ble multitude. 

Klaas was now commanded to approacb his master, 
which he accordingly did, with several rows of glass 
beads, and a grenadier cap, (given our author by co* 
loiiel Gordon,) ornamented with a copper-plate, that 
represented the arms of Holland, viz. a lion rampaot, 
having seven arrows in one of his i^re paws, and ia 
the other a naked sabre. This symbol excited the ad- 
niiration of the savages in the strongest manner, as 
the tigiires on the plate happened to represent their 
own peculiar weapons, and the most formidable ani- 
mal of their countrj% 

Silence was then commanded through the camp, 
and the elected monarch w^s desired to advance} when 
Vaiilant placed th& cap upon his head with great solera- 
nity, decorated his cloak with a profusion of beads, 
ornamented his arms with tin bracelets, suspended 
from his neck a small padkxrk shapejd like a butter- 
fly*, and proclaimed him king of tlie Koraquas. 

Daring the ceremony of installation, the whole 
horde seemed to be deprived, at once, of speech and 
motion, through excess of admiration, and Haripa 
himself ^observed a profouml gjavity, that was alto- 
gether laughable j but when he was completely dressed, 
and the inauguration finished, the multitude expressed 
their joy iji loud acclamations, and thej insianily be- 
gan their dancing, which continued three days and 
three niglrts without intermission. From this mo- 



* similar padlocks, made in the form of various insects .-^nd 
animals, are j»uld at the Cape, whither they are brought t';u." 
China L>y the company's ships that trade ia the Injiau ^fas 



Xir AFRICA. iSS 

meat discord and unhapf>iness fled the cra^ ; each face 
was iHumined with the smile of felicity -, each heart 
was dilated with emotions of transport $ several fat 
sheep were drawn from the flocks^ and ^ven two oxen 
were killed, in honour of their festival 3 though, when 
they obtain a eow in exchange for one of their dai/gh* 
ters, they think they have made an excellent bargain. 

To account for the high value which the Koraquas 
set upon their horned cattle, it may be proper to re- 
mark that they constitute the greatest part of their , 
possessions 5 yet they are only able to traffic with them 
among themselves or their neighbours, as the distance 
of tiieir country from the colonies precludes the possi* 
bility of a commercial intercourse with them, either 
directly or indirectly. In consequence of this, Vail- 
lant was enabled to recruit his teams upon such terms 
as really made him ashamed. An ox, for instance, 
was easily purchased for a nail, or a bit of old iron, 
and those who made such exchange congratulated 
themselves upon their excellent fortune. In short, 
mir author aliirms, that if he had been so iuclined, he 
might, by exposing a few trinkets to sale, have pur- 
chased every thing that belonged to the horde, without 
exception. 

The stature of |hese people was so considerably 
greater than that of the colonial Hottentots, that the 
attendants of Vaillant merely reached to their shoulders -, 
yet, notwithstanding tins difference of size, with a 
deeper complexion, and a smaller prominence of their 
cheek bones, our author is inclined to suppose that 
they are both descended from the same race, as their 
language and customs are exactly similar to those of 
the Nimiquas, who are well known to be of Hotten- 
tot extraction. 

Their dress likewise resembles that of the Nimi- 
quas in form, though its substance is different, being 
usually composed of the skins of jackals and hyenas. 
llift skina of tlie buffaloe and the giraffe are too heavy 
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for the purpose of* apparel^ and are, therefore; odIj 

used for the covering of the huts. 

As springs are very rare, on account of the e-xtreme 
aridity of the soil, the Koraqnas have contrived to re- 
medy this want of water, by digging a number of welJs, 
that are carefully covered with branches of trees and 
stones, in order to secure them even from the birck 
To these wells the natives descend by a gradual flight 
of steps, and regularly draw as much every day as is 
sufficient for the consun\ption of themselves and their 
cattle. Instead of a bucket, they use a vessel that is 
simply formed of a hollow piece of wood, from which 
they empty the water into the skins of giraffes or buf- 
faloes, that are placed on the ground, in a concave 
form, for its reception. 

Yet, notwithstanding these precautions dhd ths 
most careful distribution of this valuable treasure, the 
wells are often dried up, and the horde i9 consequendy 
obliged to remove their establishment to some other 
place. This may reasonably account for that variety* 
of customs, which are remarkable among the Kora- 
quas, as, in consequence of their itinerant life, they 
may be naturally expected to adopt the manners of 
the different nations who are occasionally their neigh- 
bours. 

During his residence at Haripa's craal, Vaillant was 
under some apprehensions with respect to a supply of 
provisions that might prove adequate to the daily con- 
sumpfion of his people. Buffaloes, giraffes, and rhi- 
noceroses could not be approached, as they were so 
exceedingly wild -, and though he frequently wandered 



* Some tribes of the Koraquas rub their bodies with greaie, 
after the manner of the Hottentots, and others tattoo their 
faces, breasts, and arms, like the CafFres ; each, however, makes 
choice of a different colour, according to his own caprice ; and 
thus the hordes arc represented, by Vailbnt, as being dresseJ 
for a masqucradft 
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amidst large flocks of antelopes, he was seldoai able to 
get near them. At this juncture, however, Haripa, 
who from attachment and gr^titode was become the 
inseparable companion of our author, assured him, 
that if he would adopt the Koraqua method of hunt- 
ing, he should soon have an opportunity of killing 
more game than could possibly be eaten by the whole 
caravan in the space of a month. 

Though this promise was rather too extraordinary to 
obtain a ready belief, Vaillant consented to make the 
trial, and accordingly took his station in a detile of 
the plain, ^irough which Haripa supposed the ante- 
lopes must pass, that would shortly be roused and 
driven forwards, from all the surrounding hills, by 
fifty men, who were dispatched to track upon the emi- 
nences on the south side of the craal for that purpose. 

Towards noon out traveller observed some prodi- 
gious clouds of dust arising from the sides of the hills^ 
when Haripa desired him to lie down with his face to- 
wards the earth, when the antelopes, who did not per- 
ceive him, proceeded forwards in one direction : when^ 
however, about two thousand had passed, the chief 
desired him to rise and discharge his fire-ai*ms, while 
he attacked them with his arrows. Clearly convinced 
that, when the herd was put in motion, the impres- 
sion of fear would only make the hindermost antelopes 
press on the faster, Vaillant repeatedly poured the con- 
tents of his fusee amidst the confused multitude, and 
each of his balls proved so^successful, that he at length 
ceased firing, as knowing that such a quantity of game 
would only prove a useless burden. 

Having repeatedly heard of a brave and warlike na- 
tion, called the Houzouanas; who were dreaded by all ^ 
the savages of these countries, and frequently con- 
founded with their eastern neighbours, the Boshmen, 
though in manners, language and disposition, they 
were essentially diiFerent, he was anxious to penetrate 
inio their country, and to attempt a conciliation of 
their friendship -, but as this design could not bp re» 
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duced tp execution without proper guides^ who might 
enable him to traverse the intervening countries^ he 
prevailed on four of tlie Koraquas to lend him their 
assistance, and at the same time sent back such of the 
Greater Nimiquas as had hitherto obliged him with 
their attendance. 

Haripa now received the kind adieus of his benefec- 
tor, who wished him a numerous progeny, a peaceful 
reign, and the entire esteem of his former enemies ; 
and after saluting the remainder of the horde, set out 
at break of day to avoid the intense heat, and to reach 
as soon as possible a pleasant stream » denominated the 
Fish River, where the guides affirmed that he might 
find as many rhinoceroses as he could desire. 

He accordingly proceeded over a beautiful country, 
ertbroiriered withflowe.s, and enlivened by vast flocks 
of little birds, whose plumage was equaUy as brilliant 
as the gay pastures which they frequented, while the 
air was richly perfumed by the most balsamic odours, 
and the district was so abundantly stocked with game, 
as to yield a sufficient quantity of provisions for an 
army of two thousand men. 

While regarding the various objects of this immense 
nienagerie with a degree of enthusiastic pleasure, our 
traveller was informed by Klaas that two rhinoceroses 
were standing quietly in the middle of the plain, at a 
little distance, and that he had now an opportunity 
of enjoying the finest hunt that he had ever yet ex- 
|ierienced. 

This was sufficient to rouse the attention of Vail- 
lant, who, however, considered that the promised 
ajnusement would be certainly attended with much 
difficulty, as it would be indispensably necessary, in 
attaclving two such formidable enemies, to act with the 
utmost precaution, and to approach them in such a 
manner as might secure them from the sight and the 
smell of these animals. He therefore proposed to sur- 
round tiiem on all sides, and to unite tiie instant they 
commenced the attack; but the savages rejected his 



IN AFRICA.^ • • J37 

proposal, and persuaded him to attend implicitly to 
their direction. The hunters accordingly ^et out pro- 
perly armed, and attended by two 6f the strongest 
dogs, that might be let loose, if necessary, upon' tlie 
rhinoceroses. 

Having made a long circuit, to avoid their obsexva- 
tioD, the travellers reached the banks of the river, 
when Klaas pointed out the animals at the distance of 
six furlongs in the plain. They stood motionless by 
the side of each other, with tli<jir noses to the wind, 
and their hinder parts towards our author, who, from 
the disproportion of their size, imagined them to be 9 
male and female. Xonker, -the courageous Hottentot, 
who was rewarded for his services at the Elephant's 
Kiver, now entreated his master to waive the delibera- 
tions for the- commencement of the attack, and to 
suffer him to attack the animals by himself, as a be-r 
kmyper*^, assuring him that he would acquit himself 
to his satisfaction. As this design could not possibly 
injure tjie general arrangement, his request was cheer- 
fully granted 5 and Jonker, taking his fusee, approached 
the animals on his belly in manner of a serpent, whil^ 
each of the hunters, with two attendants, repaired by 
a circuitous path to tlieir resnective posts, and waited 
the event in silence. 

Jonker still continued to advance slowly, with his 
eyes fixed intently upon the animals ; if they happened 
to turn their heads, he continued motionless till they 
resumed their former posture, when he again pro-, 
ceeded -, and thus, with various interruptions, he crept 
towards them for about an hour 5 when Vaillant per- 
ceived him rise up behind a large bush of euphorbia;, 
and, after examining the stations of his comrades^i 



* As it is impossible to get within reach of certain wild ani- 
mals in Africa, by auy other means than that of creeping 
on the earth, the savages practise this method repeatedly, till 
they hare properly acquired the art of so curious an attack^ 
•A'iien they receive the appellation of bckruypera. 

N a 
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make preparation for firing. Shortly aftei", one of the 
animals looked behind, and received the contents of 
Jonker's fusee ; when he sent forth a hideous cry, and, 
followed by the female, ran with surprising fury to- 
^vaIds the spot from whence the e'xplosion proceeded, 
Vail Ian t was now agitated by the most, violent emo- 
tiops, and expected to see his faiUidd servant torn to 
pieces by the enraged xnonstem ; but Jonker bad 
thrown himself flat upon the earth, and the animals 
passing cbsieJy by him advanced towards his master. 

TliQ dogs were now set at liberty, tand our author 
prepared to fire, when the animals turned aside to 
another of the ht^nters,. from whom they received a 
second hall ; and then to another, from whom they 
neceived a third. Thus severally wounded, and greatly 
harassed by the dogs, their rage was redoubled j they 
kicked at their enemijes in the most terrific manner $ 
ploughed up the plain, with their horns, to the depth 
of seven or eight inches j and threw around them a 
shower of pebbles and stones. 

The female now made her escape, and ^the mak, 
though deeply wounded, defended hiniself for a con- 
siderable time with the greatest obstinacy : at length, 
Jio waver, lie began to retreat, and advanced towards 
some bushes, that mi^ht have prevented his being 
harassed but in front. Vaillant guessed his stratagem, 
and disappointed him by rushing towards the spot with 
two of his hunters, and, discharging their three pieces 
at him, ns he approached within thirty paces, when 
their united tires proved successful, ^andhe ieil com- 
pletely exhausted to the ground. 

No sooner had the animal expived, than all the Hot- 
tentots approached with eagerness to collect the blood ; 
they accordingly cut open its belly, and took out the 
bladder, which they filled to their great satisfaction j 
while Vaillant was employed in the examination of the 
body. Its height was seven feet five inches j its length, 
from the nose to the root of the tail, eleven feet six 
UK'hes, and its principal horn about nineteen inches. 
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The savages cow accounted themselves amply repaid 
for all their toils, and all their dangers, by the destruc- 
tion of an animal thac weighed at least two or three 
thousand pounds, and Would consequently afford them 
a delicious and magnificent feast : they accordingly be- 
gan to cttt away such parts as they esteemed the finest^ 
and in about an hour each was provided with as much 
as he could carry ; hut they unanimously resolved to 
return on the following day, and then share it among 
them entirely. 

ReturiMog towards the camp from this excursion^ 
our author, who was literallf endia&ted with the sweet 
melody of the birds, t&e cheerful verdure of the plains, 
and the rich profusion of flowers that sprang up be-< 
Death his feet, and expanded tj;^ir beauties to his at«> 
tention, was suddenly struck by the sense of a most 
exquisite perfume, tliat guided him through a grove of 
tall mimosas to the noost beautiful and magnificent 
plant that he ever had seen in the whole course of hi« 
travels. It was a lily, seven teet high, which waved 
majestically on its flexible stem, and impregnated the 
passing gales with its delicious fragrance. The stem 
was SIX inches in circumference, furnished with leaves 
that were three feet Jong and three feet and a half 
wide. On the upper part were displayed in beautiful 
order, thirty-nine corollas, or flowers, eighteen of 
which were in full bloom, six half blows, and flftecn 
just ready to open. The greatest number formed a 
calyx, one-third larger than that of European lilies; 
their petals, of a charming flaxen gray on the outside, 
and pure within as unsullied snow, were finely bordered 
with crimson, and set off by a pistil and stamina, 
whose colours were equal to tl%c brightest carmine- 
** In short," says our autbor, "this plant, produced 
in solitude, and pure as the sun which had embellished 
it, had been respected by all the animals of the di- 
strict, and seemed defended even by its beauty." 

Impatient to possess this charming flower, Vailimt 
called several of his people to his assistance^ who. 
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Laving fdtdied some iron tools and a basket from the 
camp, cautiously dug up the bulb of the lily, which 
measured thirteen inches in height, and t\venty*seven 
in circnraference. Its shape 'and colour \vere nearly 
similar to a tulip ; but instead of being composed of 
several coats, like the bulb of the lily, it was pulpy, 
full, and weighty. When properly arranged and 
planted in the basket, it was carried to the tent of our 
puthor, where he enjoyed the pleasure of seeing all the 
corollas open in a regular succession, and of inhaling 
its reviving fragrance, till its perfume was exhausted, 
and its strength totally decayed. 

Since bis encampment on the banks of the Fish Ri- 
' ver, which was on the 4th pf January, Vaillant had 
found so many charms in Uie district, independently of 
the additions that it yielded to his collection, that he 
was, in fact, sorry to remove ; yet, as it was indis? 
pensably necessary he should proceed, he gave orders 
for his people to be in reaclines.s against the 27th, when 
he departed at two o'clock in the morning, in order to 
reach a horde of Kabobiquas, who residecf at the di- 
stance of twenty- four miles from his camp j but the 
road was descnbed as fo extremely parched, and the 
passes and defiles so dilficult, that it was requi!»ite he 
should travel in the night. He accordingly proceeded 
in a north-easterly direction, and about noon the cara- 
van stopped to take some refreshment beneath some 
banging rocks, that afForcled a pleasant shelter from the 
beams of the sun. 

The Kabobiquas, whose curiosity was greatly excited 
by the Intelligence they bad received, respecting the { 
\vhite traveller, with his fusees, camp, and equipage, no 
sooner caught a glimpse of their approaching visitors, 
than they unanimously quitted the craal, and ran for- 
ward to meet them. Vaillant was now encompassed 
by these curious savages, who eagerly gazed at his dress 
and person j and, not contented with what they saw, 
they endeavoured to obtain a more satisfactory know^ 
ledge, by feeling his hands, examining his teir aftd 
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beard, and UQbuttpnlng his waistcoat -, bttt» as they bad 
at first supposed t-hat his body was covered with hair, 
like that on his chin, they were greatly astonished at 
fiuding their mistake^ and simply acknowledged, that 
tliey had never met with such a person in all their 
conntiy. 

Though, on his first arrival, he was evidently consi* 
dered as some uncommon' animal* and the children 
were soternfied at his appearance, that, to shun hisca<* 
resses, they ran screaming behind their mothers ; he 
bad not beea twenty-ibur hours in the craal before he 
bad conciliated the friendship of every individual, and 
the chQdren, to whom he had given a few bits of su- 
gar-candy, actually teased him ^ith their repeated 
caresses, which, however, were probably designed as 
an enticement for him to open the box that contained 
iiis dainties. 

The chief, who was an elderly man, of a majestic 
figure, and clothed with a long mantle of skins^ 
shomd every possible mark of respect and attachment 
to our author, who observed that his left hand wan|ed 
two joints of the little linger -, and on asking the catse, 
was informed, that the amputation had. been employed 
to cure a severe fit of illness in his infancy. Vaillant's 
cttrbstty however proved disagreeable to this venerable 
niler, who, from that moment, endeavoured to con- 
ceal bis hand when they were in company together. 

Tiie language of the Kabobiquas, though accompa- 
nied with the clapping noise of the Hottentots, was 
understood only by the Koraquas, who usually kept 
up some intercourse with them on account of their 
vicinity. The case was much the same with the lan- 
guage of the Koraquas in regard to the Nimiquas; 
wherefore, when the chief of the horde wished to 
«peak to our travellei*, he addressed himself tp one of 
the Koraquas, who translated it into the language of 
the Nimiquas, and the latter transmitted it to the 
Hr)tientots of Klaas Baster's horde, who then i«- 
{Gained it to VaillanC ^ 
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Among the various hordes that ha3 been hitherto 
seen by our author, there was none that seemed to dis- 
play so much refinement in their dress and oi-naments 
as that of the Kabobiquas. Tlie traffic that is usnallf 
carried on in beads and other toys from the Cape, had 
not extended to this part of the interior j consequently 
the articles shown by their visitors were certain to 
please, on account of their novelty. Accordingly, 
they were scarcely shown, before they excited disputes 
in the craftl 3 and the impatience of the natives was so 
great to -become the possessors of these trinkets, that 
in one day our adventurer procured twenty oxen for a 
few trifles that might be almost reckoned as nothing. 

One day, while Vaillant was busily employed in 
trafficking with the chief, an accident occurred that 
seemed to threaten the most fatal consequences to the 
Avhole caravan. A fusee being suddenly fired on the 
borders of the craal, and the explosion accornpanied by 
the fnost piercing cries, cur author ran from his tent 
to Jearn the occasion of the alarms when he discovered 
a Kabobiqua running as fast as possible from one of 
the hunters, while three men were making a dreadiial 
clamour at a little distance, and a young girl was lying 
upon the ground, bathed in tears, and apparently in 
gr<at pain. 1 he repbrt of the piece, and the howling 
of the men, had spread an alarm through the whole 
horde, and while some cried ** Treachery !'* and others 
ran to thdr arms, Vaillant supposed that he, with his 
-^hole company, was about to be sacrificed to their 
misguided rage 5 and that he must, consequently, arm 
his followers in his defence. After a moment's pause, 
however, he took the chief by the hand, and advanced 
toM'ards the horde. Fear was depicted on the counter 
nanpe of the ruler, the big tears began to drop from 
his eyes, and he spoke with great energy, as doubt- 
lessly imagining himself betrayed; yet, though he com- 
plained to his guest, and upbraided his followers with 
perfidy, he rea/iily followed towards the craal. 

TJie travellers, who had noticed the motions of thei^^ 
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ksider, now hastened to his protection, and the multi* 
tode, overawed by their number, stood in silent ex- 
))ectation of ^a explanation, which was at length given 
iu the following manner : 

A Kdbobic|aa, having requested one of the hunters^ 
on his returp from the chase, to show him his fuseoji, 
be accidentally touched the trigger, and lodged a few 
grains of shot in the legs of tiiree njen, who were stand* 
ing in the direction of the piece, and at the same time 
a young girl received a single grain of shot in her cheeky 
The author of this misfortune, who, territied at dio 
explosion, had thrown down the fusee, and ran away, 
now confirmed the truth of the eiiplanation, and the 
savages instantly resumed their wonted serenity. 

Our author now proceeded, with the chief, to exa- 
mine the state of the wounded men, who Liy rolling 
upon the ground, and uttering the most dismal cries, 
as they imagined that the shots which tliey had received 
were poisoned in a similar manner to their own arrows, 
and consequently they expected to die in a £qw mo- 
ments. 

To convince, them that their fears were groundless, 
Vaillant pulled down oiie of his stockings, and showed 
them several shots of lead in the flesh ot his leg, which 
he received from a French gentleman, who, hunting 
iu the plains of Gennevilliers, had fired at him instead 
of a rabbit. A belter method, however, was adopjed 
by Klaas, who advanced towards the disconsolate suf- 
ferers, and swallowed a few grains of lead from his 
shot bag J when their cries were instantly hushed, their 
faces illumined with the glow of satisfaction, and their 
wounds apparently forgotten. 

The stature of the Kabobiquas neArly approximates 
to that of the CafFres, and their complexion is equally 
black 5 their hair is extremely short, and mucli curled ; 
their countenances are ingenuous, and their dispositiou 
courageous. Their dress consists of a short apron, a 
kross of tanned leather, and a mantle of skins, that 
are not dqprived of the hair. Glass beads are usually 
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wotn by the women, as bracelets ijecklaces, aiid gir- 
dles Their faces are seldom tattooed, like those of 
their husbands, nor do they ornament their hair with 
a wreath of copper bnttons, as is commonly practised 
among the men 5 their prudence is remarkable, and 
their modesty amiable. , 

The weapons of the warriors arc poisoned arrows, 
and a lance with a long iron point, though essentially 
diflFeient from the hassagay of the Hottentots. Theur 
defensive armour consists of two bucklers, made ot 
thick skins, that are proof against the arrows of tbeir 
enemies. The one is sufficiently large to cover the 
Whole body, and the other is much smaller, and u^d 
by the combatant as occasion requires. The smaller 
bucklers are decorated with a copper border, and se- 
veral rows of beads, that are formed into vanous com- 
partments, according to the fancy of the owner, and 
are distinguished by peculiar colours from the shields 
of attv other tribe. , .. ^^ 

As hunters they arc keen and resohttCr patient of fa- 
tigue, and nearly as agile as th^ antelopes i as friends, 
they are zealous, kind, and hpspitable 5 and as subjects 
to their chief, they are faithful andsubordinate. Tbougli 
destitute of worship, priests, or ceremonies, they liave 
some faint idea of one Supreme B^ing who resides 
beyond the sta^s, and governs the inhabitants of the 
uJverse. Probably the long journeys which tl^y are 
compelled to take on account of the aridity of Uieir 
countiT, may inspire them with notions that are un- 
known to the settled tribes, and that constderably ele- 
vate tliem above their neighbours . it j 

Whereas, in other tribes, the chief may be called a 
principal among his equals; the chief is h^aaove- 
^eign, in the midst of -liis loyal subjects. His orders 
are never disputed, but on the slightest wor4, or look, 
the whole horde is ready to reduce his commands to 
practice. Exactly similar is the case with each par- 
ficular family, where the fether exercises that donii. 
nion over his chUdren, without conlradiction, that he 
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iiimself readilj acknowledges in the person of his 
ruler. 

Havmg satisfied bis curiosity at this horde, om- au- 
thor departed/. o» the 9th. of February, with some 
guides, in .order to visit anotiier, that was establbbed 
at the distance of a long day's journey towards the 
Dorth^west. 

Afker a march of about three hours over an cxten-» 
live plain that was skirted with magniticent forests 
sod stupendous mountains, the sky became suddenly 
darkened, frequent flashes of lightning issued from the 
clouds, the thunder rolled heavily along, and the per* 
torbation of the animals announced the approat h of a 
terrific storm. The oxen were consequently unloaded, 
our author's tent .was erectecf, and every precaution 
taken to afford a shelter to the caravan -, but the lent 
was soon blown down by the violence of the wind, 
and Vaillant was necessitated to seek refuge under the 
canvass/ ys hile his people endeavoured to securi; them« 
selves in the best manner tiiey could. 

The rain now descended in such surprising torrents, 
that to ail appearance the whole country uiust bd 
shortly inundated, while the heavens literally ^blazed 
with tremendous streams of lightning, and the roaring 
thunder burst with increasing noise in all durections. 

This dreadful tempest continued for mure than an 
hour, when the thunder rolled to a distance and the 
rain greatly subsided. The travellers then ventured to 
raise their heads in. quest of their companions, and 
finding fbem all living, cheerfully congratulated each 
other on their happy escape from so imminent a peril. 

The Kabobiqua guides were evidently delijghted with 
the storm, as they said it would fill their wells with 
water, and produce a luxuriant pasturage for their 
cattle ; and therefore, considering it as the greatest of 
blessings, they had sat quietly in the rain, while their 
tietgfabgurs had eagerly embraced the smallest jihelter. 

Resuming bis journey, Vaiiiaat how proceeded along 
th^ skirts of ap ,ejMa&iv<& woodj till he .wju> ^t^pped \iy^ 
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a torrent which, falling from the adjacent. moontains^ 
had been greatly swelled by the storm, and rendered 
it necessary for him to encamp on its bank till the 
water should subside, and afford him aii opportunity 
of passing over. : 

At the expiration of twenty-four hours the torrent 
began to decrease, and on the second day oui* travelier 
crossed over with the gi eate&t facility, and dispatched 
one of his attendants to the horde that he designed to 
visjt, with a few trinkets, and a portion of tobacco for 
the chief, at the same time announcing his arrival in 
the country, and requesting permission to pay his re- 
spects in person on the follow ing day. 

Next morning Vaiilant found the whole horde, con- 
sisting of two hundred individuals, waiting his arrival 
on the banks of a rivulet, where he was examined with 
the same eagerness and curiosity as at the other craal, 
by all the people, whose manners, customs arms, and 
cbaYacter, were similar to those already described. I'he 
only difference that was obser\'ed, consisted in their 
•andals, which were worn indiscriminately by m^n^ 
women, and children ; tvhereas in the former horde 
they were only worn by t^e men. Jn consequence of 
this peculiarity the followers of our author, who were 
accustomed to go barefooted, always distinguished this 
people in their conversation by the appellation of the 
eandal-bearers. 

Though less numerous than the inhabitants of the 
former jcraal, and materially injijred, witli respect to 
their cattle, by the frequent incursionst)f the Houzou- 
anas, thpse savages displayed the disinterested and ge« 
nerous spirit that is peculiar to their nation, supplying 
tlae camp regularly with a considerable portion of 
milk, Attending the hunters to the chase, and striving 
to render oitr author comfortable by tlieir unremitting 
kindness and attention. 

When the chief undef stood the nature of Vaillant's 
design respecting a visit to the Houzouanas, who bad 
an cstablisha^fintat tlie distance d£ sixty miles towaii^ 
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the north, and occupied a mountainous chain that ex- 
tended from north lo cast, he employed every possible 
means to withdravv him from his purpose, and to in- 
spire him with the most inveterate hatred against a" 
people whose name was dreaded by all the surround- 
ing nations, and whose plundering expeditions were 
described as terrific and cruel. 

The raerabep of the caravan in the meantime 
learnt the important secret from the interpreters, and. 
symptoms of universal alarm were immediately seen 
ia every part of the camp, that was now evidently 
threatened with an insurrection. The Nimiquas, whose 
timid disposition was well known to our traveller, were 
the first to assure him that they would certainly leave* 
him, if he attempted to penetrate into an unknown 
eountrjc that was inhabited by so dreadful a r ice as 
the Houzouanas, This declaration was, however, 
treated with contempt, and themselves rendered ridi- 
culous by the stratagem of their leader, who, seeming 
to take them at their word, gave mstant orders for their 
departure, whereas he knew they would never venture 
to return alone, through a tract of country that was 
rendered absolutely dangerous by the nefarious prac- 
tices of the Boshmen. Each had approached in a si- 
milar manner, to announce their intended desertion ; 
but the case was precisely the same with the whole 
body, and none of them durst attempt to move with- 
out Vaillant's protection. 

The Cape Hottentots were, indeed, more crafty, 
though equally appalled at the idea of the j )urney. 
They therefore reminded their master, with feigned 
tenderness, of their wives and children, and, without 
once mentioning the Houzouanas, talked of their 
health and fatigue, and particularly expatiated on the 
local and particular obstacles that, in all probability, 
might retard the ei^ecution of their leader's project. 

This opposition was, hqwever, insufficient to deter 
our traveller from his' favourite excursion. The mar- 
Uiurings of his followers were too insignificant to give 
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him any unetsiness^ and their petty insurrections were 
now become the objects of his ridicule : be therefore re- 
solved to travel in the most aconomical manner, with 
oxen of burden^ and immediately made his faithful 
K-laas, who was generally his counsel]or> acquainted 
"With his reflections and his plans ; at the same time 
communicating to him tlie difficulties that were ac- 
tually interwoven with his most sanguine hopes. 

Ihis worthy servant, wlwse leal was' always equiva- 
lent to that of his master, highly applauded the intended 
arrangement, expressed himself willing to undertake 
the most perilous journey, and assured om* author that 
five of his comrades were equally willing jto atten4 
him, though death should be the result of their obe« 
dience. 

Charmed with the attachment of this excellent f&an, 
and ambitious to commence a progress that had hithcrr 
' to been shunned by travellers of every description, 
Vaillant commanded the five persons rtcomm&Skd^ by 
Kiaas to prepare for their departure on the following 
day, while the remainder, whose fidelity was shaken 
by their cowardice, .were at ^11 lib^y to dispose of 
tliemselves as they thought fit. 

Early the next morning, however^ the wholi& carsr 
van was. in readiness to attend their leader, as even /til- 
design was judged superior to that of passing the haunts 
of the Boshmen alone and unprotected. Accordingly, 
having received some necessary intelligence respecting 
the route he ought to pursue, our traveller proceeded 
over a hollow swelled ground, that frequently gave 
-way beneath the oxen, and greatly impeded their pror 
gress, while a. saline crystallization that overspread the 
soil reflected the rays of the sun* in so insuflferable a 
manner as to scorch, and nearly blind, the dejected 
travellers. 

: .— ■ . .: .'■ .M ■ ' : n 

* The sun had at this time heated the earth so violently, and 
the atmosphere was so scorching, that the thermometer con- 
stantly remained at above 100 degrees. 
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On tlie third day they came within sight of the 
n)oun tains, that were described as the retreat of th« 
Houzouanas, which were only sixteen or eighteen 
miles distant^ and apparently extended from south to 
north further than the eye could reach. An encamp- 
ment was accordingly formed, in expectation of disco- 
vering the Houzouanas by their nocturnal lires on the 
mountains -, a general discharge of musketry was or- 
dered to overawe the savages, in case they should dis- 
cover our travellers ; and several large fires were 
kindled at the approach of night, as a precaution 
against ferocious beasts, and to enable them to distin- 
guish if any thing dangerous should appear at a di- 
stance. Before morning they observed a very large 
fire at a distance towards ^e south, and three others to 
the west, which were probably intended as signals ; 
this was sufficient to assure Vaillant- of liis proximity 
to a horde, either of the Houzouanas or some othei na- 
tion, and he accordingly resolved on the tirst appearance 
of day-light to advance towards the mountains. 

After a tedious march of about. twelve miles, that 
was purposely prolonged by the cowardice of the cara- 
van, a second encampment was formed in the vicinity 
of a spring, and similar fires were observed to those 
which had been seen on the preceding night. Vail- 
lant therefore determined lo go out himself on disco- 
very at day-break with four men, who voluntarily of- 
fered their services, and were properly armed for the 
occasion. Klaas was accordingly left in the camp, 
that in case of an atarm he might encourage the peo- 
ple and keep them together, while Vaillant di-^ected 
his course towards the place where he had observed 
the fires in the night, and where he now found some 
fresh traces of human feet, that conducted him to a 
roc^ where he discovered some warm embers on the 
ground. As. this was sufficient proof that the country 
was inhabited^ and that the objects of his pursuit were 
at no great distance, he advanced wi h redoubled speed 
to a rivulet that ^sued from the entrance of a nar-* 
03 
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row deiiley where sonje cows were feeding arotin^ ao 
assemblage of buts^ whicb were evidently the habita- 
tions of the Houzouanas. 

On the approach of our traveller, the women, who 
^rst perceived him, uttered a loud cry that instaDtly^ 
d ew the menfrom their huts, who, armed with bow$ and 
arrows, entered the defile, and posted tb^selves upon 
a gentle eminence, from whence they watched the 
conduct of the strangers with steadiness an4 assur- 
ance, in order to dtj^ermine how they should receive 
them. 

Ignorant of their language, and too far distant even 
to make himself heard, our author advanced towar()s 
the huts, at the entrance of whicb be deposited a small 
portion of tobacco and some beads, and then returned 
to his former station ; when the savages came to their 
buts, took up the present that was designed for their 
reception, and after con emplating it with much satis- 
faction retired to their companions, who were appa- 
rently deeply engaged in consultation. A second at- 
tempt was then made by our traveller, who held up a 
new present of beads and tobacco towards theno, and, 
advancing alone, invited them to a conference. This 
plan proved successful, as one of the men immediately 
appeared within the distance of a hundred paces, when 
Vaillant perceived that his complexion was black, 
whereas all the rest of the horde were much lighter 
than even the Hottentots ; and was greatly astonished 
to bear him ask ,iu the Hottentot language, who he 
was, and what he wanted. Upon our author's reply- 
ing that he was a stranger who wished to examine the 
country from motives of curiosity, and, if possible, to 
fiud friends among the inhabitants, the man advanced 
and entered ipto conversation with the other four tra- 
vellers, who were much astonished to find one of their 
countr)'men in such a nation, and who shortly gained 
his confidence so entirely, that he invited his comrades 
to joui him, who accordingly came flbcking around 
him, and were l.-iglily gralited with the conduct of our 
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author, wbo liberally distributed the tobacco and 
beads, which he had exposed as a lure to gain their 
confidence. The wonaen, however, were nwre mis- 
trastful, and reniained in groups near their huts, froiQ 
wj!eDce they regarded their visitors with the penetrat- 
ing eye- of curiosity, and anxiously waitfid the resuU 
pf the conference. 

As the day was now far advanced > and q lopg ab- 
sence naight terrify his people at the camp, Vaillaat asr 
jured the Houaouanas, through the medium of the 
Hottentot interpreter, that they might constantly rely 
upon his friendship and protection wh'le he continued 
in their country, and told then^ that he would come 
*nd encamp the next morning on the banks of their 
rivulet. This declaration was highly accj?ptable to the 
ravages, wbo promised the Hottentots tp guide him 
back to his camp, and continue with him till tho 
morning, when they might return together to the 
horde. 

This favour was received with the utpiost gratitude, 
and the travellers immediately returned to their tinoo- 
rous companions, whose astonishment at the sight of 
the Hottentot exceeds the powers of description. Ea- 
gerly surrounding him, they regaled him widi the best 
of their provisions ; and anxious to know by what un- 
common adventure he had been removed from his na- 
tive country to tliat of the Houzouanas, they der 
voted the night to the satisfaction of their curiosity^ 
alike regardless of his fatigue and their own repose. 

In answer to their reiterated questions, he informed 
there, that he received his birth in the vicinity of the 
Camis, and had devoted several years to the service of 
the company ; but finding himself cruelly aggrieved io 
several instances, b^ had deserted from his master, and 
wandered about for a considerable length of time, . till 
he f6rroed the resolution of seeking an asylum with 
the Houzouanas, who kindly granted him thjeir pro- 
tection, nnd wbo had now, in conside ration of hi§ 
courage and important services, raised luix> toa^itii^r 
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tion that was in every sense equivalent to the office of a 

chief. 

Next mornhig Vaillant removed his camp to the 
banks of the rivulet, as he had promised, and the 
Houzouanas were inspired with tlie greatest confidence 
by the return of their favourite Hottentot; but the 
generality of the travellers still retained their former 
prejudices, nor could they possibly look at the natives 
of the craal without emotions of horror and dismay. 

The horde, which was inconsiderable of itself, was 
now only occupied by twenty-seven men, seven wo- 
men, and a few children, as several of their com- 
panions were gone out to procure provisions hy plun- 
der. 

The Houzouanas are so low of stature,, that a per- 
son whose height is five feet four inches is reckoned 
in their tribe extremely tallj their bodies are, however, 
well proportioned and exceedingly strong ; a peculiar 
air of bold assurance and haughtiness is stamped by 
nature upon their countenances, and they are equally 
remarkable for activity of spirit and a robust* consti- 
tution. 

I'heir head is rather rounder towards the chin than 
that of the Hottentots, though its principal character- 
istics are nearly similar. Their complexion is a sort of 
lead colour, like that of the Malays ; <heir nose seems 
nierely to consist of two broad nostrils, that seldom 
project above halt an inch ; and their hair, which is ex- 
tremely woolly, is so short, that Vaillant tor some 
tinie supposed their heads had been shaved. 
th %^^^^^^ «f the heat of the climate in which 
^ey reside, clothing is actually unnecessary , and there- 
Rt[n . u^ seldom wear any other covering than a small 
pnH f t! descends from the middle to their knees j 
tW „ u ^*,^^® ^^ liardened by this habit of nakedness, 
uiat whether they tread the burning sands of the De^ 
frolfnftV^ obliged to remove to the snow and hoar- 

the varilfiL'T'''^'' u*"'' ^^'^^ ^^"^ ^"^^^^^^ insensible t^ 
w variations of the atmosphere. 
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Their hnt& are much smaller than those of the Hot- 
tentots, and widely difFt;:rent in form, as they are cat 
vcrticaHy through the middle. When they are obliged ' 
to emigrate, they leave them standing for the conveni- 
ence of any other horde of the same nation that may 
accidentally pass that way. Their uaual bed is a mat^ 
suspended from two sticks, but occasionally they sleep 
on the bare ground, beneath the shelter of some pro- . 
jecting rock. They are universally affectionate hus* 
bands, good fathers, and excellent companions. All 
their possessions are in common among them ; and if 
two hordes of the same nation meet, they confer reci- 
procal obligations, and cheerfully afi:ord each other a 
mutual protection. 

These people who, on account of their predatory in- 
corsioos, are frequently confounded in the colonies 
with the £oshmen, and distinguished by the same 
name, are a peculiar race, who never mingle wkh the 
surrounding nations, nor will they ever admit a stranger 
into their hordes, till, in the course of a long acquaint- 
ance, tjtiey have sufficient proofs of his courage and fi- 
delity. The district wijiich they inhabit is exctedingly 
large, extending in a regular direction, from east tQ 
west, as far as from Caffraria to the country of the 
Greater Nimiquas -, its breadth from south to north 
was untcnowu to our author, but he imagines it to be 
very considerable, because an immense territory is 
requisite for such a wandering race, and because he 
imagines th^ population of this nation to be very 
large.. 

A peculiarity tJiat greatly astonished Vaillant, was 
the €u^ormous natural rump of the women, which is 
a large 'f]eshy mass that, upon every motion .of the 
body, exhibits a remarkable quivering undulation. 
This protuberance is usually covered with a thin plir 
able skin> which yields to the agitatioii of the flesh. 
When on a journey, the young children are usually 
placed upon this rump -, and in this manner our author 
saw one of t^e wpmen run with a ^hildt about t|^6^ 
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years of age, who stood at her back like a-footboy be- 
hind a carnage. 

Yet notwithstanding this monstrous deformity, the 
hands and feet of the Houzonana females are remark- 
ably delicate, their arms are finely turned, and tlieir 
limbs well proportioned. Like their husbands, whom 
tiiey accompany in their long excursions, they wear 
sandals, and the small skin already described." At 
their side is an ivory or tortoiseshell Sox, to hold tlieir 
grease, and the powder^ which they liberally bestow 
en their faces ; and they are usually provided with the 
tail of some quadruped fixed to the end of a stick, 
which, when violently heated, they use instead of a 
handkerchief. 

Previous to our author's arrival, their only orna- 
ments were garters and bracelets of raw leather 5 but 
they no sooner observed the decorations of their visi- 
tors, than they expressed a wish for similar trinkets, 
and on receiving a few from our author, they con- 
stantly Wore them afterwards, with every mark of sa- 
tisfaction. 

After a short stay at this place, our traveller offered 
the natives four milch cows to escort him as far as the 
Fish River on his return. This was an irresistible 
temptation to people who frequently expose their lives 
for a single sheep, and consequently he obtained his 
desire. Having left their hots standing, according to 
their wonted custom, and desired four of their com- 
panions to remain at the craal till the evening, when 
they were to announce their departure to the wander- 
ing hordes by large nocturnal fires, they conducted our 
author across the mountains, in a straight line towards 
the soutltveast, and continued their march till about 
ten o'clock at night, when they rested at a place that 
was well supplied with water, among the. excavations 
of the rocks. 

Next morning, however, Vaillant was greatly di- 

.stressed on observing that the spot of their encamp- 

jnent was absolutely parched up, and destitute of the 
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smallest trace of vegetation 5 and on consulting the 
Houzouanas, he found that by proceeding in that di- 
strict they might, in all pibbability, experienc© the 
most serious calamities from the aridity of the soil and 
a want of water. Pie therefore gave orders to change 
their route, in order to follow the chain of mountains, 
where his guides assured him they should infallibly 
find provisions tor themselves, and pasture for the 
cattle. 

After a long and laborious journey over an execrable 
road, beneath the ardent rays of a scorching sun, and 
attended with all the misery of thirst and extreme fa- 
tigue, the caravan arrived within sight of another 
horde, where they formed an encampment without 
any preliminaries at the distance of about two hun^ 
(Ired paces. , 

Though greatly alarmed at so abiiapt an arrival, the 
inhabitants of the craal were rendered incapable of 
flight, by a pestilential disorder that had already swept 
away many of their relatives, and destroyed Jie best 
part of their cattle, and those who 'remained were 
completely ulcerated and confined to their huts, where 
they exhaled a cadaverous effluvium that was nearly 
insupportable. 

In consequence of this horrid distemper, which was 
at once disgusting ai^d extremely dangerous, our au- 
thor resumed tiis journey as soon as possible, notwith- 
standing the .exhausted state of his followers, who 
uere now so much debilitated as to be scarcely able to 
walk, while the lameness of the oxen and the fatigue 
of the horses considerably added to the general de- 
jection, and gave tlie caravan the appearance of a fly- 
ing hospital, frequently seen to follow iti the rear of an 
amiy. 

Fortunatelythey soon arrived at a considerable craal, 
where they procured an excellent supply of provisions 
for themselves and some charming pasturage for the 
cjttle ; ihey were likewise treated with the utmost 
cordiality by the whole horde, and contiuued with 
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th^m several days, during which they killed an 
abuiKlance of antelopes, and returned tlic favours of 
the natives by a liberal distribution of game. 

Having greatly regained their strength, and know- 
ing that the Boshmen's grass was in foil bloom at the 
bottom of the mountains, our travellers departed, and 
tontinued their route for about nine miles, without 
halting, when they stopped at a rivulet, that was plea- 
santly shaded by mimosas, where they resolved to pass 
the night. 

Next morning the Houzouanas informed our author, 
•that if he would trust himself to their care, and con- 
sent to cross the mountainous chain, they would bring 
him to the banks of the Fish River in a couple of days, 
tind -would pledge themselves for the safe conve}'^ance 
of his baggage through the defiles, with which they 
^ere perfectly acquainted. 

This was a plan so replete with obstacles and dan- 
gers, that it would never have been adopted by any na- 
tion lest active and indefatigable than the Houzouanas, 
"vrho, perceiving the timidity of their associates, endea- 
voured to cheer and animate them by running for- 
ward, climbing the highest peaks of the summit to 
discover the easiest passages, and returning with sur- 
prising alacrity to impart the joyfal tidings when their 
labour' was crowned with success. They were equally 
attentive with respect to the animals, which they care- 
fully guided over the tops of the rocks, while they en- 
couraged the lingering travellers by their cries, and 
{alarmed the quadrupeds of the mountains, that iQed 
from the noise in all directions -, till at length the ca- 
ravan gained the summit of the eminence, ai^ beheld 
the windings of the adjacent river, and the trees that 
finely embellished its borders. At this reviving sightj 
the faint-fiearted followers of Vaillant were over- 
ppwered withMBCStasy, and expressed their joy in loud 
and repeated shouts, that echoed in the clil^s, and ran 
4iloog the rocky-deliles, w^ile a conscious sense. o£ tbit 
superior -Iwavcry and iiitegrity which advrMd.-tiit« gb** 



ttcleroF their guides, reiKlered them in some 'degree 
•shanied of their own pusilJanimv^j, ahd that inveterate 
prejudice which they bad regularly maintained againiA 
the Houzouanas. 

The descent of the mountain proved much easier 
-than had t)een expected, and at a small di-tance from 
the summit they found a charming spot, richly clothed 
xpith pasturage, and uaiered by a delightful rivulet, 
where they resolved to pass the ni^ht ; while the Hou- 
zouanas, who had now pei formed th^ir promise, re- 
quest^ rpermission to depart to their own country, and 
were accordingly dismissed with several presents, and 
the warmest assurances of an everlasting friendship on 
behalf of our author. 

After a short repose, Vaillant continued his route 
for about two days, when he entered a pleasant valley, 
finely embellished with spreading mimosas, and stocked 
uitb sevefal herds of cattle, that served to announce 
the vicinity of some Hottentot craal. They accord- 
ingly proceeded towards the horde, who displayed the 
most unbounded transport at their return, as they had 
learnt the nature of their expedition fron^ a neighbour- 
ing horde; and the travellers were so greatly delighted 
at their arrival in a country where they no longer 
dreaded the formidable Houzouanas, that they con- 
gratulated each other on their excellent fortune, and 
pressed the people of the ci^l to their breasts with 
al! the enthusiasm of the most ardedl friendship and 
affection. 

Finding that he might travel from hence witli the 
greatest ^cility through several hordes, which would 
afford him sure guides, to the Orange River, Vaillant 
proceeded^ after refreshing his men and cattle, to an 
angle of the mountains, where the chain turns otF to 
the sooth-east, and on the next day }7ercetved ti herd 
of cattle, that announced his approach to a craal, 
where he was received with the utmost cordiality, and 
supplied with seiren oxen% exchange for a few beads^ 
som^bKUss wir^, -fiiKl-a^ozenof iaige uails. 

vox.. XXI* i* 
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Quittipg this horde, be dismissed the guides who 
bad conducted him thither, and procured others, who 
might lead him to the rest. He then proceeded in an 
easterly direction towards the mountains, where the 
caravan was greatly annoyed by one of those soutli-east 
winds which are equally known and dreaded by Afri- 
can travellers. From its commencement, which took 
place in the morning, it continued to increase every 
moment till tlie air was literally darkened with terri- 
lic clouds of sand and gravel, and tlie travellers were 
overwhelmed, together with their baggage; it was 
therefore necessary to unload the oxen, and to secure 
the eiFects in the best manner from the violence of the 
wind, wnile the people were obliged to sit or lie upon 
the ground, inhaling the sand that nearly blinded them. 
In this miserable situation they spent a wretched sleep- 
less night, and in the morning were compelled to re- 
sume tlieir journey, though the whirlwind ruged with 
terrific violeii^ce around them, and the oxen were fre* 
quently turned out of their path by its fury, notwith- 
standing their own exertions and the best endeavours 
of their drivers. 

Towards the evenings however, the weather be» 
came more calm, and, after a night of undisturbed 
repose, the travellers approached a Nimiqua craal, 
where they were already known by report, as several 
persons had been sent thither by Swanepoel, from the 
camp at Orange River, in order to purchase a few 
oxen. 

After a short stay at this horde, Vaillant pirjcured 
fresh guides, who conducted him by a jourriey of about 
twenty-four niiles to the dry bed of a periodical stream, 
which they affirmed was the Lion River, already men- 
tioned at the commencement of our author's travels, 
froiu whence he took the shortest road to Orange Ri- 
ver, where he arrived. safely about niidnight. 

Anxious to see the eiFect of an unexpected retnm, 
our traveller forbade any person to advance wiih the 
news of his approach } and having safely returned the 
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Greater Nimiquas to their friends, whose craal was 
ilkd wieh acclamations, and the most extravagant 
proofs of rejoicing at their arrival, he proceeded to 
that part of the river which was exactl}; opposite the 
camp; when his followers shouted triumphantly at the 
termination of their excursion, and saluted their friends 
with a general discharge of their musqnetry. 

No sooner was the double signal beard on the other 
side, than all the Hottentots forsook the camp, and 
swam ^ver to embrace their comrades and express 
their unbounded joy at the happy meeting ; while old 
Swauepoel, whose age and infirmities militated against 
his ardent desires, remained on the bauk with out- 
stretched arms, earnestly imploring some of the peo- 
ple to carry him over on the raft. After some time they 
granted his request, and afforded him an opportunity 
of easing his oppressed mind, by throwing himself in- 
to the arms of his valued master, and assuring him 
bow much he had suffered on his account in his long 
absence. 

Vaillant now crossed the river with his happ^ de- 
pendants^ and cheerfully took possession of his propei* 
camp, where he found several savages, who were 
commissioned by^heir chiefs to trade thither for to- 
bacco ; and perceived a number of new huts that had 
been erected by other savages, who had requested per- 
mission to form a liitle establishment on tlie spot, as 
they imagined themselves secure from the attacks of 
the Boshmen by their proximity to the gallant Swane- 
poel. 

After appointing a number of men to guard the 
oxen which had not yet crossed the river, and taking 
every usual precaution relative to tlie camp, our author 
letired to rest in his waggon, with his mind perfectly 
at ease, and soon tell into a tranquil slumber 5 when. 
Klaas awaked him with the dreadful news that the 
berdsmen had fallen asleep and neglected their fires, 
and tliat all their cattle were driven away by the Bosh- 
meoj who^ on the keepers* awaking, had saluted them 
F 2 
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uitli a plentiful shuwer of arrows, and cot off all liops 
of tbeir regainini^ the stolen property. 

As the nature of the circumstance required the 
greatest expedition, our traveller immediately arose, 
i^ummoned his^ people to att^d him> and selected 
twelve of the bravest men for the expedition, who 
v^re quickly furnished with arms, and followed tbeir 
leader to the opposite shore, where they judged it ex.« 
pediecU to halt till break of day. 

Next morning they repaired to a horde of Kaminou- 
quas^ where they pnjcured some intelligence respecting 
the robbers, ani obtained such supplies a$ were indi- 
spensably necessary for the excursion j they then re- 
sumed their journey > and after a toilsome progress of 
four days, they arrived within three quarters of a 
league of the 6oshmen*s craal, where tlie robben 
were rej(;icing over their unlawflil gains, and amusing 
themselyes with singing and other diversions, tliat 
were occasionally interrupted by riotous shouts and im- 
moderate bursts of laughter. 

Conscious of the impropriety of an immediate at« 
tack, our author intrenched himself and his fusileersiii 
a large bush, that concealed them from observation, and 
dflbrded an advantageous post against the enemy, till 
break of day, when tlicy approached within gun-shot 
of the craal. which consisted of about forty huts oa 
the side of a hill, and discharged their pieces into the 
9ir, expecting by such a nppde of conduct, to alaro 
the banditti, and put them to flight by the terror of 
an unexpected attack 3 but. the Boshmen, who were 
doubtless practised in such stratagems, renaaioed si- 
lently in their huts without attempting to tnove, t'dl 
they were all prepared for the engagement, when they 
advanced towards the travellers with the naost hideous 
yells, and discharged a flight of arrows, which, how- 
evtjr, fortunately fell short of the intended mark. 

As the followers of Vaillant merely returned this 
attack by firing over their huts, they began to suppose 
$hat the ^hgt q^vdd n9( injury iheiPj ^ni t^^f^for^sg^ 
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Infed them with a fresh discharge of arrows, which 
were so well directed, and fell so thick about their ad- 
versaries, that it was deemed advisable to fire upon the 
assailants ; when the troop immediately began to di- 
sperse in every direction, with loud cries of despair. 

They soon, however, rallied upon tlie summit of 
the hill, where they quickly collected the browsing 
cattle, and retired with them precipitately beyond the 
Tiew of their disturbers. 

Exasperated at this retreat, and well aware that if 
the present opportunity was lost the herd would be 
forever irrecoverable, and the expedition totally fruit- 
less," Vaillant dispatched three of his best marksmen 
to intercept their passage through the defiles of the 
mountain on one side, while he and Klaas mounted 
their horses and galloped off to cut av/ay their retreat 
on the other. This plan happily succeeded 3 by which 
means all the cattle were abandoned to their true 
owners, who drove them forwards to the craal, from 
whence tliey proceeded with great precaution, as being 
apprehensive of reprisals, for about five hours, when 
they resolved to pass the night in an open plain, where 
they had no fear of being attacked by surprise. Some 
fires were then kindled at such distances as to form a 
circle of twelve hundred paces in extent, in the centre 
of which the marquee was erected, for the accommo- 
^tion of our author. 

Scarcely, however, had he retired for the night, 
when the oxen began to bellow in a dreadful manner, 
and he clearly distinguished the sound of something 
continually falling upon and striking the marquee. For 
some time be lay perfectly still, without the least emo- 
tion of alarm, as he had frequently heard similar blows 
from the nocturnal approaches of large beetles j but 
upon feeling something strike his cloak, he stretched 
forth bis hand and picked up an arrow. 

This was a convincing proof that he was pursued by 
the revengeful Boshmen, who were now actually as- 
sailing the travellers under cover of the night. VaiU 
t 3 
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l^nt therefore summoned his people to arms/an4com<» 
(panded to extinguish the fires, which merdy served 
Jtp expose them visibly to the arrows qf the robbers. 
These orders were imo'^diately reduced to execution | 
and the ammuiii^tion of the enemy beginning to fail, a 
few arrows only w6re shot towards th'e encampment* 
4t considerable intervals, and the approach of morning 
lermiiiated the unsuccessful attack. 

Our author now resumed his journey, and after a 
iBHr^h of about four hours halted on the sidp of 
Ihe river to take some refreshment, a& neither himself 
|)or his companions had eaten any food for tlie space of 
Iwenty-four hours. While tliey were taking their re- 
past, they were accosted by th^ee savages of the Gheys- 
siqua nation, who were going to visit some hordes of 
the Greater Nimiquas j but on hearing of Vaillant*s 
adventure with the Boshmen, they ji}(}ged it expedieat 
to return, as in all probability they might be exposed 
to the vengeance of the freebooters, who would indis- 
putably remain in the field for some lime, in order tq 
^noy the travellers putiftheir march. 

J n consequence of this resolution, Qur author conr 
sented to alter his course, and accompany the Gheys- 
siquas to iheir bprde, which was about eighteen milef 
(listant, tovvar^s the south-east, as by sucb an oblique 
jnarch the robbers might probably be foiled in their 
intentions 3 or, if they even should be able to discover 
his stratagem, it was unliUely that tl)ey would venture 
to assault him when be should be su^rpupded by ^ 
number of auxiliaries. 

About sunrset he reachei} the ^raal, where be wa| 
fpceived with every mark of amity and i;espect, though 
Jhe natives nvere greatly intimidatjed on tjbe recital oJF 
biS recent adventure, le§jt the Boshmep should attack 
ihem iu the night, an4 djeprive them qf their cattle. 
These suspicions were indeed excusable, as^ the rob- 
bers in this part of A^ica really compose a forniidgble 
pation, and at^ck ii\di^ripiinately e«ery little trihe^ 
ill^ N^ hpm tbe^' hope fp proc^re even the sipalle^it 



inoty. The cattle belonging to tb^ horde were ac- 
cordingly removed to sense distance^ and those of 
Vaillant were carefully guarded in case of attack ; but 
the Bosbmen did not appear, and the night was passe4 
without disturbance. 

The district occupied by the Gfaeyssiquas borders 
dosely on Caffrariaj ^nd is separated from the countrj 
of the Briquas and Bremas/ who are considered as 
tribes of Caffres, by a long chain of mountains, whic)^ 
rises in the east^ and retires from the sight towards tl^ 
north. 

The natives are supposed by our author to have d^- 
ic!en4ed from the Nimiquas ^nd thjp Caffres, as their 
features and language seemed to justify such an opi* 
Dion. 

With regard to their dress, weapons, musical instru- 
ments, and favourite employments, they bear a strict 
analogy to the surrounding nations. Their ornaments, 
•which are universally composed of wjiitened bones, are 
pf their own fabrication, and they have no depepd- 
ftnce on the polonies with r^pect to trade, conse- 
quently their nation is but Jittle known and rarely 
visited. 

The women are well proportioped, lively, and agree- 
able, always willing to join the festive dance, or to 
smuse their companions by singing; yet, notwith- 
itanding this vivacious disposition, they preserve invio- 
late that respect which is due from man to the fentaje 
$ex, by their prudent behaviour and unaffected mo- 
desty ^ 

From this praal our adventurer obtained a few men, 
who might escort him to his camp, upon condition 
that he should reward them for their attendance, and 
send an acknowledgn^ent to the chief. He accordingly 
departed about two hours before dayrbreak, notwith- 
standing the cowardice of bis followers, who proceeded 
in the greatest haste, apd strictly observed a j)rofou9d 
5ilej)ce during the cpmmencefneat of their journey j 
^ut Y'[)en (J3ie,shsidgs pf pight jy^ej;e 9pin^>lctcjy wi^ir 
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drawn, and the landscape was cheered by the miU 
light of the morning, iheir terrors gradually subsided, 
and were finally changed to the most laughable brava- 
does against an enemy whom they no longer expected 
to appear. 

After halting for the purpose of refreshment, ihey 
continued their route till about four o'clock in the 
afternoon, when they reached the Orange River, in 
the vicinity of which they formed a pleasant and ad- 
vantageous encampment, that afforded a charming 
place for repose after a wearisome journey of thirty 
miles, and yielded an abundance of wood, for the 
double purpose of fuel and fortification against tbe 
Boshmen. 

Next morning, a little after sun-rise, they advanced 
slowly along the wood by the river's side, till tliey 
met with some of Swanepoel's hunters, who expressed 
the greatest joy at their return, and attended them to 
the camp j where Vaillant, who was completely over- 
powered with drowsiness, retired to his waggon, and 
his companions devoted the night to feasting and a mi- 
nute description of their expedition. 

Next moriiing our author gave orders for quitting 
the borders pf Orange River as soon as possible j but 
as many of the oxen were unused to the yoke, and the 
-carrif.ges were greatly injured by the excessive heat of 
the sun, his departure was delayed for a considerable 
time, in spite of every exertion to the contrarj'. 

At the expiration of the week, which was the time 
limited in Vaill ant's engagement, he sent back the 
Gheyssiquas to their craal, with a greater reward than 
they had expected, and a present for the chief of va- 
rious useful 2ind pleasing articles. 

Shortly after their departure another troop arrived 
at the camp, consisting of thirty-six male and female 
Hottentots, who, on their return from the eastern 
countries, whither they had been to purchase cattle, 
requested permission to join the caravans, for the be- 
nefit of cocnpany^ and proteciion to their own r6si- 
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ipDcc, which was situated on the confines of the co-* 
Jonj. 

Their request was cheerfully granted by our tra- 
Teller, and on the 21st ot May he discharged his bblj- 
gations to the Nimiquas, who left hipi with many ex- 
pressions of gratitude and affection, while he and his' 
people set out on their return, and proceeded for about i 
thirty miles on the borders of the wood, when they 
formed an encampment. on the bank of the Orange. 
Hiver, which they once more reached through an open, 
^ commodious defile. 

Here, however, the roads were so c^xtremely bad, 
tto it was judged itppractica^Ie to continue their route, 
by the side of the river 3 in consequence of which they, 
altered their course, and proceeded, though with much 
diflSculty, till the evening of the 26th, when they' 
pitched their camp on the site of an old cra^I that ws^, 
Warcntly deserted^ 

This, spot, which was extremely beautiful in itsdf, 
yith the valuable advantages oif excellent fuel and fine, 
water, induced our author to make, a little^ stay, while] 
the treeft iifforded him a variety of birds for hjs coUec- 
tfoo, and the. adjacent thicket yielded an abundance oft 
game fi>r the consumption of his followers. 

By his encampnient at so charming a place, Vaillant. 
Ctpected to console himself for his numerous fatigues } 
bpt an accident soon occurred which drove him pre- 
<^itately from his fancied elysium, and threatened the, 
vhole caravan with the most fatal consequences. 

Their little camp was erected on an esplanade, of 
^bout ibur hundred feet ip circumference, that was as 
unootJ^ as if it had been levelled by art, but the soil 
was in iact completely sulphureous^ as it had long 
«rved as a fold for the cattle of the horde, whose ex- 
crements had formed a layer of several feet in thick- 
ness, that was lightly covered over with a few inches 
of fin^ sand. This circumstance unfortunately escaped 
the attention of the travellers, who lighted tieir noc- 
(on^ fices^ a( at other places^ without the smallest 
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apprehension of danger : but they were scarcely re- 
tired to rest, when the flames, which had giadually 
pervaded the whole inHatnmable mass, burst forth in 
one sudden and terrific conflagration, while the per- 
sons who first perceived them alarmed their oomrades 
by the cry of fire, and instantly sought to procure as- 
sistance. 

Vaillant, who was suddenly awakened by the voci- 
feration of his Hottentots, confesses that, when he 
beheld his camp ilkimined by twenty different columns 
of fire, and his people running through the flames, in 
order to save the cattle, which must otherwise have 
indisputably perished, he thought that a volcano had 
opened under their feet, and that they were actually 
in the centre of its crater. 

At length, however, by the prudence and activity 
of the Hottentots, the waggons were drawn to a con- 
siderable distance, and every thing happily saved from 
the impending ruin, except one ox, that stood at too 
great a distance fi'om the means of assistance, and con- 
sequently perished in the flames. 

Next day they resumed their journey, and, after 
travelling about twenty-one miles, again approached 
the river, by which thoy proceeded for about four 
hours, when thdy 'arrived at a little square cottage, 
with mud walls and a thatched roof, pleasantly situ- 
ated in the midst of some fine pastures, and supplied 
with a small garden, tolerably well stocked with culi- 
nary vegetables j but the whole appeared to have been 
abandoned for a considerable length of time. 

In this hut and the surrounding valley our travel- 
lers took up their abode for five weeks, in the course 
of which Vaillant received a friendly visit from some 
Kaminouquas, attended by their chief, whom our au- 
thor would gladly have treated with some brandy; 
but having only four small bottles in his possession, 
he was obliged to confine his liberality to the chief and 
four ancient Kaminouquas, whom he distijiguished in 
the troop, by t^is particular mark of esteem^ while he 
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intended to satisfy the others by a distribution of toys 
and trinkets. Upon this occasion, however, he wit- 
nessed an action which Blled his soul with admiration 
of his worlliy visitors. 

The chief, who Avas evidently a stranger to that 
selfish spirit which too frequently predominates among 
the inhabitants of a more civihzed ccuntry, was anxious 
that his companions should have a share in the pleasure- 
that was designed for himself, by Vaili^^nt's gift of the 
liquor: he therefore held the brandy in his mouth, 
and approaching the lips of his beloved countrymen, 
be distributed it as impartially as possible, merely re- 
sening the flavour to himself. His four aged associates 
exactly copied his example, and by this curious mode 
every one partook of the donation, while our author 
felt an involuntary tear steal down his face ; and, over- 
powered with his own emotions, he threw himself into 
the arms of the chief, and pressed his yenerable form 
with unexpressive eagerness to his heart. 

From this place our author proceeded to the banks 
of a river, that afforded a charming situation for an en- 
campment, "and the repair of one of the carriages that 
had been materially injured in the latter part of the 
journey. Here Vaillant was seized with an insup- 
portable head-ach, and an indisposition of body, which 
confined him to his mattress, though it entirely pre- 
cluded the possibility of his taking -any repose. His 
. pains increased rapidly, and his restlessness induced / 
him to dread the approach of a more serious malady j 
he therefore gave orders for his departure on the fol- 
lowing, day, though he still lay extended in his wag- 
gon, as the only apparent resource in such a calamity ^ 
was that of reaching the colony^ if possible, before it 
was loo late. I'he motion of the carriage, however, 
was so insufi'erable, that, rK)t withstanding his extreme 
debility,, he was necessitated to mount one of his 
horses, and travel in this manner till he arrived in the 
vicinity of the brook. Kaussi, which receives its appel- 
. biiou from the apljacent mountains, - 
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Fatigued with his ride, and exhausted bya^cdttti- 
nuance of pain, be now alighted, and once more at- 
tempted to obtain some rest j but his body was parcbed 
by a burning fever, and his throat so Extremely sore, 
that he could scarcely swallow any nourishment. In 
the course of the night he was fully convinced, from 
the violent swelling and inflammation attending the 
latter complaint, that he was afflicted with a quinsy, 
^hich in Africa is much more painful than'in Eiifbpe, 
^nd almost infallibly proves mortal. 

His situation was now truly deplorable, and his re- 

* spiration soon became so difficult, that he ejcpected 
'every moment when he should be suffocated. His 

Hottentots, in the mean time, applied napkins, dipped 
•in scalding milk, to his neck, which is, in fact, their 
" only method of cure j but having repeated the painful 

* operation for three successive days without the least 

* appearance of success, the camp was thrown into a 
general consternation, and the death of their leader 
regarded as inevitable. 

Near a wceic had elapsed under these distressing cir- 
cumstances, when some Less Nimiquas avrived from 
' a neighbouring craal. and, on hearing, the nature of 
' our author's complaint, proposed a remedy that would 
assuredly cure him, if he would consent to intrust 
himself to their management. Vaillant consequently 
' accepted their benevolent offer with every mark of 

* gratitude ; and at the expiration of three days, in con- 

■ sequence of his using a balsamic gargle, composed of 
' herbs, drinking plentifully of milk, and wearing a ca- 
" taplasm found his neck, according to their prescription, 
' he actually recovered his health, to the astonislimeot 
' of hiniseltV and the inexpressible joy of all his compa- 
nions. 

Aftef remaining a short time on the spot of eilcamp- 
' ment, and ' rewarding the generous Nimiquas to the 

* best of his ability, Vailhuit proceeded to a Hotteiilot 
' craal that' u'as under tiie pruiecrion of the Dutch go- 

vemaieut: yet the natives coniplHiiied; id- the "most 
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pathetic manner, of the cruel oppression which they 
suffered from the neighbouring planters, and affirmed, 
that if the administration had ' promulgated laws that 
were favourable to the savages, the necessary meaiis 
liad never yet been taken to reduce them to execution. 
Their sorrow, however, received a temporary allevia- 
tion by the arrival of their visitor, who persuaded them 
to make a feast, and to devote the residue of the night 
to dancing ^nd rejoicing. 

Having purchased a few sheep at this place, and dis- 
tributed a small quantity of tobacco among the jieoplfe, 
our author now departed towards the plantation of 
Engelbrecht, who received hirii with the utmost civi- 
lity, and consented to furnish him with two oxen In 
exchange for one of the horses. Vaillant then pro- 
ceeded towards a single Hdttentot hut, that was erected 
in a valley, and proved, to his surprise, the abode of 
Van der Westhuysen's daughter, who on a former 
occasion had held out, in the most heroic manner, with 
the stoutest of the drinkers who were assembled to ca- 
rouse over Pinar's brandy. She now kept her fathefs 
flocks and herds in this solitary valley, with no other 
furniture than a mat and a gUn. In the chase she was 
indefatigable, and would hunt down the largest ante- 
lope J or if the Boshroen durst approach her dwelling, 
she would instant] v pursue and fire upon them where-* 
ever she could fina them. 

Having spent a few minutes in her hut, Vaillant rode 
forwards to her father's house, who received him in 
the most friendly manner, ^d pressed him to spend 
some time at the plantation, which might prove con- 
ducive to the perfect restoration of his strength. He 
accordingly accepted the invitation, and had the plea- 
sure to find that Klaas Baster was treated with ihe 
most vuifeigned kindness by the whole faraily> whose 
reconciliation with their persecuted relative would," in 
all probability, prove a constant source of felicity alter 
their yisitor s departi^re. 

Prom hctoce our traveller turned off to the south* 

TOL. SXI. a 
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west, and m the course of three days arrived'at the 
Green River, where he formed an encampment, and 
diverted himself with his 'favourite pursuits for a con- 
siderable time ', after which he arrived at the foot of 
an arid chain of mountains that seemed well calculated 
for a retreat to the Bbshmen. Indeed these robbqrs 
were near at hand, and had the audacity to seize upon 
the oxen wliile the people were busied in pitching their 
camp. They were, however, immediately pursued by 
. the incensed travellers, and all the oxen recovered, ex- 
cept three, which were not missed till the following 
day. 

Shortly after this adventure they met some persons 
who belonged to the horde of Klaas Baster, and who 
had . recently removed their establishment from the 
mountains of Naniero. These persons conducted Vail- 
lant to the abode of Schcenmaker, who had also re- 
moved his little camp from the mountains, when Klaas 
Baster was permitted to return to his anxious fanaily 
with several presents, and every possible acknowledg- 
ment for his brave and generous conduct towards our 
author. Schoenmaker was likewise assured that every 
possible exertion should be used in his favour at the 
Cape, though he seemed to fear that so benevolent an 
action would not be crowned with deserved success. 
The waggons were then sent forward by way oftlie 
Elephant's River, while our adventurer, with six Hot- 
tentots, . resolved to traverse the mountains, which 
would finally conduct them to the samp place. Ac- 
cordingly, after a progress of a few days they rejoined 
the caravan> which was again sent forward by Vaillant, 
with orders to proceed to Swart Land, and await his 
arrival at the plantation of Slaber, while he should 
amuse himself with an excursion to St. Helen s Bay. 

This plan was immediately reduced- to execution; 
and our author, afler satisfying his curios'lty at St 
Helen's, proceeded along the sea shore to Saldanha 
Bay, and from tlience directed his route to his vene- 
rable friend Slaber, whose amiable family had received 
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intelligence of his return, and came cMit to meet him 
with unaffected pleasure, though their spirits were 
much depressed by the indisposition of their father; 
who was apparently at the point of death, and had fre- 
quently expressed a (Jesire lo embrace his beloved Vail- 
lant once more before his eyes were for ever closed on 
all sublunary objects. 

This recital deeply affected our traveller, who imme- 
diately ran to the cliamber of his friend, and found that 
he was really dying : he, however, affected a cheer- 
fulness that was' a stranger to his heart, and enden- 
vouretl to persuade the invalid that his disease was not 
so dangerous as he supposed 5 but Slaber was fully con- 
vinced of his approaching dissolution, and was conse- 
quently unable to receive that comfort' which was in- 
tended by the devoirs of friendship. . ' 

In consequence of some pressing invitations from 
several persons at the Cape, and the arrival of a packet 
from Europe, which, among other particulars, an- 
nounced the safe arrival of Boers at Amsterdam, our 
adventurer reckoned with his attendants, who were 
all impatient to return to their families -, and, after 
taking an affecting leave of his host, proceeded to Cape 
Town, where he was welcomed in the warmest manner 
by colonel Gordon and his lady, and where he had the 
pleasure to acquit himself happily of his promise to the 
afflicted Schoenmaker, who' was immediately sum- 
moned before the governor, and made completely 
happy by a free pardon. 

Having performed this generous action in behalf of 
the persecuted fugitive, and amused his worthy friends 
by a recital of his adventures, and a display of his col- 
lection, Vaillant sailed on the 14th of July 1784, from 
False Bay, in a vessel called tlie Ganges, accompanied 
by four other vessels belonging to the Company. They 
had, however, scarcely cleared the bay, when they were 
driven to the southward by contrary winds, and lost 
two men by the violence of the waves, which swept 
them suddenly fropi t{ie deck, and, though every pos* " 
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sible effort was made, they perished in the bosom of 
the agiuted ocean. The Ganges, which was an old 
vessel, suiFered materially, being penetrated irt Ml parts 
by the water J and in this distressing situation our au- 
thor remained eleven days, with the dreadful image of 
d^ath before his eyes. 

On one of those terrific nights that appalled every 
heart, and augmented the general consternation of the 
tufiljrers,* several guns were fired as signals of distress, 
and the ensuing morning seemed to prove that the 
Middlebourg, a vessel in which Vaillant had intended 
to take his passage, had sunk, and consigned at once 
her carso and her passengers to the depths of the sea. 

On the 10th of August they passed within 'sight of 
St. Helena, and on the 25 th crossed the lini in the 
longitude of 358 degrees. The vessels still sailed in 
company, and when a temporary calm permitted them 
to, hoist out the boats, thev attempted to cheer each 
other by visits from tbe crew of one ship t6 that of 
apother. 

Whep such an intercourse was rendered irapractica- 
hle by stormy winds and a raging sea, a stratagem was 
used that^ was eg^ually curious and. affectionate, ' The 
Pjassengers wrote letters to each other in their forlorn 
situation, an^.fastened* them to the legs of the gulls 
^id terns which occasionally nested upon the vessels, 
ajid. were occasionally caught by the sailors. " This 
ftiendly intercourse,*' says bur author, •' is one of the 
cn-cumstances attached 'to my travels, tliat is always re* 
inernbered. by me with the most inexpressible d^ree 
of pleasure." 

In the latitude of 10 deg. 15 min. souths and Ion. 
355 deg. they met with a calm, that delayed their pas- 
sage several days, yet proved satisfactory to our author," 
as afibrding him a view of a fish, which, though known 
to the mariners, was perfectly new to him. This fish, 
apparently of the rjay genus, wasbf an enormous size, 
differing from the common ray in the formation of its 
bea^j which, instead of being pointe4# was shaped like 
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3 crescent, and armed with two horns, that were two 
feet wide at tlie base, and only five inches at the ex- 
tremity : this monster was called by the seamen a sea 
devil. 

Shortly after they observed two others of the sam6 
species near the ship, one of which was so exceedingly 
large, that its width was generally supposed equivalent 
to fifty or sixty feet 5 each s^^am separately, and was 
surrounded by such small fishes as usually precede the 
shark, and are consequently denominated pilot •fish. 
Lastly, they all carried, on each of their horns, a white 
fish, about the size of a man's arm, and half as long, 
which appeared to be stationed there by duty, and might 
have been supposed sentinels placed to keep watch for 
the safety of the animal, to direct his motions, and ta 
warn him of any approaching danger. If he approached' 
too near the vessel, they quitted their posts, andNwarh 
briskly forward to lead him away 5 if he rose too high 
above the water, they passed repeatedly over his back, 
lijl he descended lower j and if, on the contrary, he 
swam too low, they disappeared, and passed under- 
neath him, till he again rose towards the surface, and 
permitted them peaceably to take possession of their 
abdicated seats. These curious manoeuvres were re- 
peatedly exhibited to our travellter during the continu- 
ance of the calm, which was about three days. Vail- 
lant was consequently eager to catch one of ihem, and 
proposed it to the crew 5 but they unanimously treated 
the idea with contempt, till the promise of a dozen of 
wine, to any one who should accomplish hi^ desirCj^ 
roused their ardour, and changed their opinion. 

Some harpoons were now brought forward, and the 
sailors posted themselves at different parts* of the deck, 
in readiness to strike : but one of them in particular 
proved so fortunate as to strike a fish on the back ; and 
after permitting it to fatigue itself for a little time, he 
drew it motionless towards the ship, when it was hoisted 
on board, ^id found to measure twenty-eight feet in 
its extreme breadth, and twenty-one in length, from 
a 3 
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DISCOVERIES relative to Egypt, the former seat 
of the Ptolemies, arid the renowned enlporiam of* 
the East, once celebrated for its splendour, wealth and 
power, and now esteemedfor its magnificent remains,. 
are in themselves peculiarly interesting to the literary 
World, and evidently derive a new advantage from, 
every "recent circumstance transmitted to Europeans 
by such persons as devote their time and abilitiei« to ^^ 
strict CKaminaiion of that famous country/ and its nu* 
nrerous curiosities. 

* Among travellers of this description we should be 
tmpardonable to omit Browne, whose" prudence, xe if/' 
and perseverance are alike deserving of Our admiratroa 
and'our praise; and whose labours have been justly e«««;* 
timated by a discerning public, as a valuabte^ addition 
to the general stock of useful knowledge and agreeable 
entertainment. 

After a pleasant voyage of twenty-six days from the 
coast of Britain, Mr. Browne afTiVed, on the l^th of 
January, l/Q'i, at Alexandria, which, though formerly* 
the principal monumentof a conqueror's ma^iiicence, 
now retains but few vestiges of its pristine grandeur. : ; 

The chief remains of the ancient city as described 
by our author, are-aa imperfect coloiinade near the^ 
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gate that leads to Rosetta, and an eminence in the 
south-east, which is known by the ngme of the Am- 
phitheatre. Of the suburb denominated Necropolis, 
or the City of the Dead, there are no vestiges worthy 
the attention of a traveller. The walls are of Sarace- 
nic structure, and consequently not coeval with the 
ancient dimensions of the ciCy. They are in several 
places more than forty feet in height, and apparently 
twenty on the lowest part. I'hese, being flanked with 
towers ahd very substantial in themselves, form an 
admirable defence for the inhabitants against the pre- 
datory incursions of the Bedouins, and the hostile ap- 
proaches of the Mameluke cavalry. 

The houses at present occupy-but a small portion 
of Alexandria, the remainder consisting of extensive 
gardens and waste grounds, that are entirely covered 
with ruins. From the former of these the natives are 
well supplied with fruit and vegetables ; and from the 
latter, fragments of sculpture, ancient coins, and pieces 
of precious marble are frequently dug by the Egyptian 
labourers, or discovered to the passenger by successi\^ 
showers of rain. 

The eastern harbour, usually frequented by European 
vessels, is rendered extremely disagreeable by its rocky 
bottom, and by partaking of the agitation of the sea 
during the influence of certain winds. About twenty 
ships, however, may securely anchor with due pre- 
caution ', but the greater part of the harbour is nearly 
filled with rubbish ; and as the water is removed se- 
veral fathoms from the gate of the old custom-house, 
which it formerly reached in the memory of the 
present inhabitants, it seems probable that the sea is 
letiring, and that nature contributes to the ruia of this 
port. 

The old port, which is exclusively appropriated to 
. the use of Mahometans, is tolerably spacious, and af- 
fords excellent anchorage, as there is a depth through- 
out of near si x fat horns. 
' The city is erected on part of the isthmus £|nd the 
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peninsula, and towards the eastern extremity a dila- 
pidated fort is seen, which is connected with the con- 
tinent by a mole of stone, furnished with wrought 
arches, and sheltered by a wall on the west, that is 
also in a ruinou? state. 

The houses are commonly more than one story high, 
built of stone, and admirably suited to the mode of 
living that prevails among the inhabitants. A flat 
roof is found to be the. best security against the rain, 
which occasionally fails in the autumn, and conse- 
quently every native prefers such a form for the top of 
bis residence. , 

Tlie citizens are supplied with water fi-om seven re- 
servoirs ''^i constr acted by massy timber, . which still 
remnin of a series, that in all probability was fornaerly 
continued from one extremity of the city to the other, 
in order to preserve a sufficient quantity of water 
daring the annual subsidence of the Nile ^ but as these 
are situated at a considerable distance from the most 
po])ulous part, a number df poor persons gain a sub- 
sistence by carrying water from house to house upon 
camels, and for each camel's load t^ey receiver sum 
that is equivalent to twopence of English money. 
' The* only monuments of antiquity, that retain the 
least degree of perfection, are the obelisk, the column 
usually termed of Pompeyj and a sarcophagus of ser- 
pentine marble, which is used as a cistern in the great 
mosque. As the latter curiosity is exceedingly rich in 
hieroglyphics, and has received but little injury fi'om 
the corroding tooth of time, a person, who had 
for some time farmed the customs, ventured, on his 
retiring from Egypt, to negotiate for the sale of this 
precioiir relic to an European, who designed to present 



• These reservoirs are most probably in their orlg^inal state, 
as it seems very unlikely thast the^ modern Alejtandrians should 
have substituted timber for ston«, in a place where the former 
is very ccarce vid the Othet extresasly pleniiful. 
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, it to th^ emperor of Germany. Previous to its enp- 
barkatioo> however, the secret was divulged, and. the 

(Citizens insisted so. loudly that the property of their 
roosque was inviolable, that the prqjtfcted sche.ine Wjis 
prudently giveh up, and the chest permitted to con- 

t tinue in its place, where, since that occurrence, it hps 

- been watched with such unremitting vigilance, that 
it is now extremely difficult for a traveller to obtain 

. a sight of it: consequently. Mr. Browne v^'a3 precluded 

from presenting the public with so minute a descrip« 

tion as would have been congenial with his pwn desires. 

. The docks and herds that are brought up for the 

♦ consumption of the citi7^ns, fcre pastured on the herb- 
. age in the. vicinity of the canal; at night, however, 

they are driven within the walls of the city, and are 
. likewise brought thither for protection when any of 
the hostile tribes are encamped at a Sniali distance. 

* Wherever a vegetable mould is discovered, the soil 
. is light and[ generally fertile ; i)ut in all probability it 
f has been brought from some other part, as the natural 
cj»pil consists entirely of sand or stone, and is con^e- 

<juenlly unfit for the purpose of cultivation. Tiie 

gardens already alluded to, are pleasantly sprinkled 

, witi) a variety of esculent herbs, and roots may be 

' raised without any, other labour than that of watering. 

. Orange and lemon trees are found in small quantities, 

and dates are cultivated in great abundance, as thci 

fruit is very profitable to the proprietors of the ground, | 

tnd the cheerful foliage of the trees tonus an agreeable 

contrast to the whiteness of the buildings and the dryi 

tandy soil by which they are encompassed. The! 

other fruit-trees, which seem peculiar to tlie place, are 

thekishne and the nebbek; the former of which ii 

likewise found in the West indies, and the latter bears i 

. a fruit that resembles the cherry in size and formation, 

but in colour and flavour approximates to the apple. I 

The population of Alexandria, comprising Maho^i 

metans, tixeeks, AiBienians,. ant. Jews, may be com-^ 

puted at twenty thottsaod soulsj/thougb^ on account m 
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his short residence, Mr. Browne was unable to decide 
with accuracy upon this point. 

The Greeks have a church and convent pleasantly 
situated upon a gentle acclivity among the gardens, 
but only containing three or four religiQus. Tlie Fran- 
ciscans of Terra Santa have also a church and monas- 
tery. The Armenians have a church, and the Jews ace 
permitted lo perform their devotions in a synagogue. 

The houses 'of the European consuls and mei-chants 
are all erected near each other to the east of the city, 
and close to the sea-sliore, where the inhabitants 
asualiy associate with each other, and retain all the 
customs of Europe, without insult or disturbance, as, 
from our author's observation on the nations, he is led 
to believe that, when any stranger has experienced un- 
civil treatment, it was in effect the result of his own 
imprudence ; and notwithstanding the heavy eharges 
thai -^re commonly brought against the Egyptians by 
bistorians, respecting their traliic with the Franks, our 
author ventures to affirm that the natives are as fre- 
quently duped by the European merchants, as the 
latter by the Egyptian factors whom they are neces- 
sitated to employ. 

The command of the fort, and of the military who 
are stationed in the city, is committed to the hands of a 
sardar, who is either a cashef, or an inferior offi. er * of 
the beys *, but the internal government is vested in the 
citizens; The commerce of Alexandria is very con- 
siderable, and its revenues are estimated at two hundred 
and twenty-five thousand [>ounds sterling. 

Among the varir>us articles that are exported to Con- 
stantinople and other places, are cotiee, rice, and rav\r 
leather. Safiranon and selina are also uken In ex- 
change by the Franlc merchants, for the produce of 



* The cadi, or chief im^j^ttsate, it an Arab, who receive* 
h^s authority fr^mC^MUti^^Ie; the others are the seke^hs 
«f the &mr Ufm^mA tftft ivjiitS^ ^ ihtfUiV jpriftci]^ mus^uei. 
V04. 1^X1. H 
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their respective countries. The former of ' 
cultivated in Egypt, and the latter is either hrou 
way of Suez, or from Nubia, and the vicinity 
first cataract. 

The imports are likewise considerable j con 
among many others, timber for liouse- or ship-' 
from Candin or llje Archipelngo; copper, i 
manufactured, from Constantinople; red coral, J 
Leghorn ; and glass beads, &c. from Venice. Tb^ 
si^mption of broad cloth was formerly about eigh 
dred bales 5 but since the commencement of hi 
between the European powers its price has 
considerably, that many of the inhabitants are 
strained to make use of their native manufactures 

1 he navigation between Alexandria and Ro& 
performed with small vessels, of from fifteen tol 
tons burthen, which deposit the merchandije at Rq 
from whence it is conveyed to Cairo In boa 
another construction. 

Activity, perseverance, and acnteness, are 
the leading characteristics of the Alexandrians ; 
they ai'e adpirably disposed by nature for that-^ 
petual hurry of business which is attached ta| 
transit of merchandise 3 and their attention to eve 
pajtment is so remarkable, that if, various causes j 
6ionally operate to the stagnation of commerce, 
are conscious that no portion cf blame can be po 
attributed to themselves. They are likewise ren 
able for the facility with which they learn fa 
languages j but their own Arabic is very impilre- 
taking greatly of the Turkish and other dialects. 

With respect to their political concerns, the 4 
andrians are rather disobedient and intractable 1 
the Mameluke governors, whose public orders j 
unfrequently opposed j and the present beys an 
sidered by the citizens as rebels a?mnst the 
of the Porte. A mutual jealousy naturally preva^ 
tween the parties, as the beys are anxious tosubjil 
the Alexandriaqs to the same yoke that is impo» 
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the rest of the Egyptians, and the citizens are equally 
zealous to preserve that imperfect aa tocra cy, \vhich 
.they have hiihert<) contrived to maintain by fertility, 
of expedient, or occadioiial subierfuge. 

In order to throw some lii^iit upon the character and 
Biiuation of the late government, Mr. Browne reKues 
the following historical anecdote. — fn consequence of 
^ome opposition to the public measures of the rukrs, 
Murad Biiy, who had the jurisdiction of this district, 
sent a cashef to Alexandria, with an order to shut up 
all the warehouses appropriated to commercial con- 
cerns, and to arrest the i)erson of shech Mohammed 
el Missiri, whose' eloquence and activity were equally 
known and dreaded by the governors On the arrival , 
of the cashef, the greater part of the citizens assemble.) 
In the principal mosque, where they unanimously 
agreed to return him to his employer, and at the same 
time to expel the superintendant of the customs from 
the city, as they hud long groaned beneath his op.- 
pression without any redress from the bey, to whom 
they had repeatedly made their complaint This nv 
fiolution was immediattfly put in force, and both partic^s 
were compelled to depart the same night ; while orders 
were issued out for the fortification ot the city, and the 
inhabitants furnished themselves with proper weapons 
of defence. In this situation they continued f.)r abrat 
a montli, when they received intelligence of two 
ca^hefs, who wer^ arrived at Rosetta with a body of 
troops, which were commissioned to chastise the Alex- 
andrians for their contumacious behaviour. A deputa- 
tion was accordingly sent to Rosetta, in order to in- 
form the rabhet's that the citizens were willing to re- 
ceive them [KMceably, if they came without any hostile 
intention -, but if, on the other hand, they ex})ected to 
roap any benefit from violent measures, they would 
assuredly find ihemseWes opposed by the collected force 
of ail the inhabitants. 

On the nrrival of the messengers, however, they 
found that the preteiided troops were merely llie do- 
R 2 
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mestics of a person of qaality, who bad formerly fill«4 
the office of yenktchery aga, and who now accom- 
panied the cashef that had been Tecently driven back. 
To the message of the Alexandrians the cashef replied, 
that be had no other view but to satisfy himself respect- 
ing the loyalty of the citizens towards the government, as 
Murad Bey had received the news of their warlike 
preparations, and consequently feared that they were 
agitated by a spirit of disaffection. After this declara- 
tion he remained about a fortnight with the citizens, 
who convinced him that they were in no sense intimi- 
dated at his arrnal, and finally dismissed him with a 
small present from themselves, and some trifles that 
were devoted to his use by the European residents in 
the city. 

Mr. Browne, having obtained some information at 
Alexandria relative to the Temple of Jupiter Aramon, 
resolved, if possible, to explore its curious remains, and 
therefore engaged a person to attend Tiim in quality of 
an interpreter, and agreed with some Arab traders for 
the conveyance of his baggage, and for a safe-conduct 
among the other tribes of their nation, who might be 
probably stationed with their flocks along the coast. 

'With these precautions, and every requisite pre- 
paration, our author quilled the city, with his conduc- 
tors, on the 24th of February 1 792, and njade choice 
of thb route that was nearest the sea, as being. the same 
that Alexander had cliosen for the march of his soldiers j 
while the Arabs were equally pleased, as it afforded an 
exuberant pasturage for their caitle. During the Jirst 
day they merely proceeded about eight geometrical 
miles, in which space they discovered the foundations 
of several buildings j but, on account of the imperfect 
state of the remains, it was impossible to deiermine 
either on the purpose for which they were erecttd, 
or whether the architecture itself was ancient <>r mo- 
dern. 

Ilieir route now lay along the const about seven 
days^ during which they seldom lost sight of the sea. 
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After quitting the rocky soil of Alexandria, they entered 
upon one that was level, smooth, and sandy, and cc- 
casronally spotted with small patches of verdure, that 
served at once to relieve the eye from the disagreeable 
effect of the general sterility, and to yield a timely re- 
freshment tof the patient bat suffering camels. 

The provisions of the travellers consisted of several, 
kinds of preserved me.it that is usually prepared by 
the orientals, who undertake long journeys, and who 
obviate the inconveniency of salt provision by the use 
of a claritied butter, called mishli, that is brought to 
Cairo from Western Tartary, and will ke.-p perfectly 
good for several years. For the horses they were ne- 
cessitated to. carry a supply, of cut straw and barley. 

In the places where they occasionally halted wer6 
discovered jerboas, tortoises, lizards, and a few serpents. 
On the thorny plants they observed a surprising quan- 
tity of snail*, that are eaten with avidity by the Arabs. 
Wild rabbits were seen in the vicinity of the springs, 
and the tracks of the ostrich and antelope were fre- ' 
quently found in the sand. Scarcely any birds were 
noticed except a few of the marine kind, and a small 
hawk, that was killed by one of the travellers. 

Several small parties of Bedouin shepherds were en- 
camped on the road with their respective flocks, and 
regaled the European and his companions with irew 
milk, dates, bread, &c. from a pure, principle of hos- 
pitality. One party, indeed, were rather contentious 
for a tribute on passing ; but as their power was con- 
siderably inferior to that of the caravan, their demand 
was prudently relinquished. 

Having travelled about six hours on the 4th of March, 
they refreshed the camels at a well that afforded. an 
excellent supply of water, and then, leaving the coast, 
proceeded in it south-westerly direction till the /^th, 
when they reached the village of Karet am el Sogheir. 
This place, though independent, is wretchedly built, 
and its inhabitants are equally remarkable for their 
filthiness and poverty. Some fresh water^ fuel, and 
r3 , 
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a stnall quantity of mutton were, however, procured 
by the travellers from shech el Bellad, whose hospi- 
tality was awakened by a well-timed distribution of 
l^resents. 

Resuming his journey, our author perceived thatthe 
country was finely embellished with date-trees, and 
tolerably supplied with water, for about a mile and 
a half J the scene was then changed, during a progress 
of five hours, to the same kind of barren rocks and 
aHd sands that ha\*e already been described^ and for 
more than eight hours afterwards he was employed iu 
traversing an extensive sandy plain, that was in many 
places completely covered with a pellicle of salt. 

On the evening of the' c^th the travellers arrived at 
a small fertile spot, denominated Siwa, that is encom- 
passed on every side by desert land. Heie they pro- 
ceeded through a grove of date- trees to the town 
which gives a nfime to the district, and seated them- 
selves m a misjed, or orntor)% adjf)inirg the tomb of a 
reputed saint; till they were perceived by the chiets, 
who then congratulated them upon their sate arrival, 
with a mixture of gravity and simplicity that is pecu- 
liar to the Arabs > conducted them to an apartment; 
and presented them with some l>oiled meat and a large 
dbh of rice. 

Jt Is here proper to remark that the attendant of our 
author, knowing the implacable hatred of the Mahr- 
metan Arabs against a Frank or European, had thought 
proper to introduce him as a Mameluke ; but as tlieir 
arrival happened just before the hour of evening prayer, 
when the inhabitants strictly dispose themsflves to 
tlieir devotion, and as Mr. Browne was then unable to 
speak the Arabic language so fluently as was requisite 
to cover the deception, it was remarked tliat he did 
not join in prayer with the congregation j and this na- 
turally aroused a suspicion, which obliged the inter- 
preter to give a fiill and salLs^ictory explanation. Find- 
ing that their gutst w as a Christian, the shechs were 
i-;''^«^ruitly much ;.ur^*rI;cJ :it his having penetrated .*o 
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far, u ith much difficulty and expense^ without hkving 
any urgent business that might account for so volun- 
tary an exposure of his person. They were, however, 
all inclined to pardon his temerity, on account of a 
valuable present which he had brought for their accept- 
ance, except one of them, who, together with the po- 
pulace, was greatly incensed at the insolence of our 
author, who had presumed tp personate a follower of 
their prophet, and had publicly appean^d in tlie dress 
that was peculiar to the believers of the Koran. For 
some time they declared that he should either return 
instantly, or embrace the faith of Mahomet, or other- 
wise they would assault the place of his residence. 
This fury, however, was gradually subdued by the re- 
monstrances of the more moderate ; and at the expira- 
tion of four days he was permitted to walk abroad, 
and to examine the curiosities of the place without 
molestation. 

Having provided himself with some requisite instru- 
ments, Mr. Browne set out from his lodging, with his 
attendants, and proceeded for about two miles, be- 
tween some pleasant gardens, to a small building of 
undoubted antiquity, called by the natives " the Ruins, 
or Birb^.'* This little edifice, containing but one apart- 
ment, was constructed of massy stones, exactly similar 
to those which compose the Pyramids, and originally 
covered with six solid blocks that reached from one 
wall to the other. Its width was about fifteen feet, 
its height eighteen, and its length thirty- two. The 
principal entrance is by a gate, that is situated at one 
end, and two doors open opposite to each other near 
the same extremity. The other end is. much dila- 
pidated 5 but from a contemplation of various analogous 
circumstances, it is sufficiently evident that tha build- 
ing has not suffered any material diminution. There is 
not the least reason to imagine tliat any other edifice 
was formerly attached to it ; but rather, by the sculp- 
ture, which still remains on the exterior of lije wmU, 
$uc\i a supiwsition is utterly procKidt'd. 
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Three rows of emblematical figures, apparently in- 
tended to represent a procession, were observed in the 
interior, where the figures of Isis and Anubis are con- 
spicuous, and the proportions are those of the Egyp- 
tian temples in miniature j the spaces between dbem 
are filled with hieroglyphic characters. The soffit is 
also decorated in a similar manner j but one of the 
stones having fallen in breaks the connection. This 
curious place, so worthy the attention of a traveller, 
naturally induced Mr. Browne to make some inqui- 
ries relative to its original use, or .such traditions as 
might probably have been handed down to posterity 
respecting it 5 but the natives appeared entirely igno- 
rant of these points, and merely asserted that they 
supposed it to contain hidden treasures, and to be the 
occasional retreat of evil spirits. 

From an examination of the circ»imjacent soil, it ap- 
peared that other buildings had been formerly erected 
at a small distance from the ruin : some hewn «tones 
were likewise observed by our airthor : but they af- 
forded no trace of sculpture to gratify his curiosity j 
nor could he suppose, from the nature of the adjacent 
rocks, which were a kind of sandy stone, and extremely 
dissimilar to those of* the fabric, that the materials 
could ever have been prepared on the spot. 

After spending some time in -searching for other 
ruins, which had been mentioned by the natives, but 
were in reality no other than detached pieces of the 
rock, Mr. Browne returned to the shechs, who had 
kindly provided him a dinner beneath the shady 
branches that embellished their garden, where he 
cheerfully partook of their hospitable fare, without the 
dread of molestation or impertinent intrusion. 

Next day he was conducted to some apartments in th6 
tcck, which, though destitute of ornament or inscrip- 
tion, have been hewn out with a considerable degree 
of labour, and bear the appearance of places of sepul- 
ture, as several hundred human bones and parts of 
skulls were discovered. These melancholy relics had 



IN EGYPT AND LIBYA. 109 

all undergone the action of fire j but whether they 
were deposited in this manner by a people in the 
habit of burning their dead, or whether they hav^ 
been burnt in their detached state by the present in- 
habitants, must be difficult to determine ; though tbe 
size of the catacombs, which were twelve feet long, 
six wide, and about six feet high, seems \o yield.a con- 
vincing proof that they were originally designed for 
the reception of bodies in an unnmtilated state. 

A monument so evidently Egyptian, being disco* 
vered in this remote quarter, induced our traveller to 
hope that something more considerable might be 
found if he proceeded further. He therefore endea« 
voured to procure some intelligence from the Siwesc 
and the Arabs, as the former have an equal co^lmu• 
nication with Egypt and Fezzan, and the latter tra- 
verse the iDesert in aH directions, and must be conse- 
quently acquainted with every six>t that was distin* 
gui^hed either by its accommodations, feilil ty, or an- 
cient ruins. They accordingly entered into conversa- 
tion with the greatest freedom upon the subject of 
the roads, and readily descrit)ed every thing of note 
which they had observed in Elwah, Fezzan, fljid other 
places j but when our author mentioned tlie site of 
the famous temple of Jupiter Ammon, they professed 
themselves entirely ignorant of any such remains, nor 
could they give the least account of another place 
which he alluded to, under the name of Santrieh^ 
they, however, told him of some ruins lo the^ west- 
ward, but mingled their description with many ridicur 
lous fables, and assured him that he could not pos- 
sibly go thiiher, as the spot w as entirely surrounded 
with water, and ihere were no boats, . ., 

From their account of this place, which they cgUed 
Araschie, he was fully convinced that it was i^ot the 
Oasis* of Ammon; yet it was possible that &oiue'« 

..- - : •.,-■' ■■•] 

* Oasis lignifiet a cultivated ipol that is surrounded by desettf. 
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thii^ might be there found that might eventually lead 
to a more important discovery; and therefore he le- 
solved to proceed thither an soon as possible. 

With this design, he agreed with two persons, of the 
poorer class of the natives, to conduct him to Araschi • ^ 
and provided the object of his search should not be 
found, they were to guide him to the first watering- 
place that should lie directly towards the soiith. He 
then employed himself in combating the difficul- 
ties that were started concernii>g his expedition, and 
on the 12th of March set out with his attendants from 
the town of Siwa. 

The Oasis, which contains this town, is about six 
miles long and four and a half wide. A considerable 
^antity of rice is here cultivated, which, however, 
differs materially from that of the Delta, and the land 
produces a sufficiency of wheat for the consumption 
4^ the inhabitants; a large portion of the Oasis is 
richly embellished with date trees, olives, figs, pome- 
granates, apricots and plantations, and the gardens 
are extremely beautiful. Of water there is an abun- 
dant supply, both salt and fresh j but the generality of 
the springs that fiirnish the latter are tepid -, and snch 
is the effect of the water, air, and other circumstances, 
upon strangers, that they are usually afflicted, on their 
arrival, with agues and malignant fevers. 

Though, during his journey from Alexandria, our 
■author had been- frequently annoyed by cold showers, 
and much incommoded by a sharp wind, the heat was 
literally oppressive at Siwa, notwithstanding it was so 
early in the season. 

The government is vested in four or five shechs, 
who are commonly divided into factions, and, in 
reality, owe their advancement to the parties which 
they are able to form among the people : consequently, 
every measure of public utility is greatly retarded, and 
the preservation of decorum is violated on the slight- 
est grounds J when theliostile families fire upon each 
otbeor from the houses or in the streets, and many in- 
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dividuals retain the marks of revenge upon their boaies 
for the residue of their lives. 

The shechs perform the office of cadi, and have the 
entire administration of justice ; but, either from their 
own debility, or want of respect in the people, the 
most heinous crimes are frequently committed with 
impunity. 'During Mr. Browne's residence at this 
place, a new-born infant was inhumanly murdered, by 
being thrown from the top of a house j but as -no 
means immediately offered to discover the criminal, 
the matter was dropped without further investigation. 

The complexion of the natives is rather darki^r than 
that of the Egyptians, and their dialect different 3 in 
the formation of their persons they approximate to the 
Arabs of the Desert. Their usual clothing consists of 
a white cotton shirt, with large sleeves, a red Tunisian 
cap, and shoes of the same colour. In summer they 
wear a bine and white cloth upon the shoulder, and in 
winter they are defended from the cold by a sort of 
blanket. The lower class, however, seldom wear 
much more apparel than what is absolutely required by 
decency. 

Their household furniture merely comprises a few 
mats, and some earthen ware of their own manufac- 
ture, except among the most opulent, who are pos- 
sessed of copper utensils. 

Their food consists of flat unleavened cakes, half 
baked ; thin sheets of paste, fried in the oil of the palm 
tree 5 dates, milk, rice, &c. The consumption of 
animal food is very trifling, nor are they commonly 
addicted to the use of coffee or tobacco. Their favour- 
ite beverage is the liquor drawn from the date tree, 
by them denominated " date tree water,** though in 
reality it possesses the power of inebriating. 

Their sect is that of Malik j their chief trade in dates, 
which they transport to Cairo and Alexandria 5 and 
their domestic animals are the hairy sheep and goat of 
Egypt, with a small number of camels and oxen. 

Quitting Siwa, where the ground in the neighbour- 
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hood is usually covered with salt for many weeks after 
the rains, our traveller proceeded in quest of the ruins 
at Araschie, with his interpreter and some attendants ; 
and at the distance of sik miles discovered a small 
building, of the Doric order, that seemed to have been 
originally designed for a temple, though no inscription 
was found to establish such an opinion ; the materials 
were ordinary, consisting of calcareous stones, but the 
proportions were evidently those of the best age of 
architecture. 

From hence ho continued his journey for two days, 
without molestation, though greatly alarmed at the ex- 
|)ectation of some hostile tribes who were said td be 
in the neighbourhood ; and at the expiration of that 
time tliey reached tlie place of their destination, which 
was found to be an island in the midst of a small saline 
lake, in the vicinity of the plain of Gegabib. 

It appeared to contain an abundance of large mis- 
shapen stones : but nothing was discovered that could 
be justly denominated ruins; nor was it indeed pro- 
bable, that any such should be found in a place that 
was totally destitute of trees and fresh water. Mr. 
Browne, however, was anxious to satisfy his curiosity 
more fully, by approaching these pretended remains 
of antiquity, and accordingly forced his horse into the 
lake; but the animal was ur.ible to keep his head 
above water, and terminated the observations of his 
rider by throwing him before he readied the island. 

Having detached himself from his horse, (which so 
unfortunately stumbled at the commencement of the 
lake,) and regained the dry land, our author now pro** 
ceeded in a southerly direction, according to the a^^- 
nient made with bis guides j bu( finding, at the expi^ 
ration of the third day, that this pui^suit was'eqdall/ 
fruitiest with the former, he submitted to'lhe imp'ortu-' 
nity of the Ardb^; who strongly advised'him to roturDi 
as tlM^y had reniEaned a whole night vttboitt any^smply^ 
of water, dnd 0ntt» 2d of April ho arn^ed wknodt 
any new occurrence at tbe city of AleiKmdria. ' 

'2^ 
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As Mr. Browne had been greatly indisposed with a 
fever and dysentery, that apparently proceeded from 
the use of brackish water, in his western journey, he 
now devoted a month to necessary repose and refresli- 
raent -, after which he prepared for his departure with 
all possible ^Jacrity, and on the 1st of May set out to- 
wards Rosetta. . 

Afte^ a progress of about four hours on horseback, 
he reached the village Aboukir, consisting of few inha- 
bitants, though built in the vicinity of a -small port that 
is furnished with a fortress, where a tsorbashi resides 
with some soldiers, and collects a toll from travellers 
who have occasion to cross the neighbouring ferry. 

At the distance of two miles from Aboukir are the 
ruins of an ancient town on the sea side, that are partly 
under water. The remains of a few columns are like- 
wise visible. " This," says our author, '' is whai 
has been remarked as the Taporisis Parva of anti- 
<]uity." . 

From hence he proceeded along the latter part of 
the road, which is marked witii short columns of 
burned brick, at certain distances, to Rosetta, where 
he arrived after a journey of eight hours and a half, 
exclusively of the time taken up in crossing two 
feriies. 

This city, which is npp/ovided with either walls or 
fortress, is built in an oblong, irnegular form :, itS; 
population, comprisipg natives, i*Vanl«s> and.QreekSi is 
considerable; its prjodpal ^ommeroef > the, carryirfg 
Trade between. Oiiro ^nd Alexandria;. d{)4 it» govern*?) 
liient vested in a spburdiaatet eihcepA, .appoinji^d by 
Mufad Bey^ to wiipm the juriiHiictiun>M" ihe;difttiict , 
appertains. •....:!! . /' f* ♦ ' /; 

The inliabitants arehei^.^steeaie^iXy^ni/^aQeable 
dad courtQOiW to m^g^rstiv^aii^%4sf,i^ 
or Cairo; and ^ir^vy^kari^ .we;)^ «r^'<^(^ 
— — - — ■ . *■' * ■ >iiw , ' . !■ > : ". 'f' if r * h*" ' g/v-/»» f ff*\ ^ ' > *0 4 * "• 
* There '» a ^9ltofLd:n$(iHitetliire*«S B«t»|ett% JfUk i( ^ifi <«0« ' 
£&pd entirely to ^msi:om$u7nptiu;9«« ' 'o..*,^^ ' /' ,r v 
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ihem, who are well skilled in Mahometan theology 
and casuistry, aiKl tvho devote tlie greatest part of their 
time to smoking and conversing^ on the banks of their 
respecuve gardens. 

The circumjacent country is equally fertile and en- 
chanting, and Mr. Browne expressed himself agree- 
ably affected with the contemplation jof the verdant 
rice fields, the orange groves, and the shady date trees, 
that form a charming contrast to the mosques and 
tombs, while the majestic Nile, after fertilizing so 
long a tract, reluctantly mingles with the waters of the 
ocean. 

Some few remains of antiquity are found in the 
neighbourhood of Ilosetta, though the city itself is 
modem. At the distance of two miles, the castle of 
Abu Mandur stands in a very picturesque situation, 
where columns are frequently dug up. 

Navigation is rendered extremely dangerous below 
the city, on account of a bar which, runs across the 
mouth of the Nile, and obliges the inhabitants to re- 
naove their goods from the boats of Cairo, to others 
of a different construction, before they can proceed 
to Alexandria j yet, notwithstanding every precaution, 
the merchandise frequently receives much damage, by 
the boats striking on the banks of the river, wheft 
they are commonly overset and sunk. 

As our author happened to arrive in the month Ra- 
madan, when the pkice is remarkably cheerful, he 
found sutHcient entertainment, in Rosetta and its ioha- 
bitant^, to detain him five days j when, finding it im- 
practicable to pursue his intended route by land, he 
embarked with a view of proceeding to Terane, and 
sailed with a fair wind to the canal of Menuf,. where 
the water leaves the main channel, and flows through 
the canal, which approxiimates to the course of the ri- 
ver above the Delta. An unbounded {^ain here strikes 
th$ eye of the traveller on each side of the water ^ 
and the nunierous villages^ erected on the banks, are 
apparently very populous, and surrounded virith excel- 
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Jfent land. The peasants are in reality extremely rich 
in cattle, and make a considerable advantage of tbfe 
frequent return of passengers in their boats } yet under 
the abuses of government, they/ find it indispensably 
necessary to wear the appearance of poverty. 

Having taken a small boat at Menuf, Mr. Browne 
now proceeded to 1 eran6, which he safely reached in 
six hours, aiter counting more tlian a hundred diffeivnt 
towns and villages, both on the eastern and western 
sides of the Nile, during his passage from Rosetta. 
One of these, which was apparently the most consider* 
able on the east, was Fue, a place once very eminent 
for its commerce, though now diminished in size and 
population j and Deirdt was the largest town on the 
we^t, as Demenhur, which is more populous, was not 
visible from the river. 

Ttie town of Teran^ is situated on the left of the 
most western mouth of the Nile, at a small distance 
^om the river. Its latitude is 30 deg« 24 min. Hs 
buildings chiefly consist of unburned bri^k, but theile . 
are likewise somfe of stone ^ and its govermnent and 
revenue, with that of the whole district, containing 
sevet-al village6> Is usually intrusted to one of the 
cashefs belonging to Murad Bey. At the time of our 
author's visit, however, it was in the hands of a Ve-* 
tietian merchant, named Carlo Rossetti, who had been 
recently appointed consul general of the emperor of 
Germany. 

This gentleman observing an increasing demand 
in Europe fot the production called natron, which^ 
abounds iu the lakes at a small distance from Terane, 
supposed that an immense revenue might be raised, 
by obtaining ati exclusive right for the collection and 
exportatipti of this article. 

^ As the uatroti had never proved of any advantage to 
the beys, and as Rossetti had great ipierest with. Mu- 
rad Rey, his pcpposals were accepted on tht business, 
liad he procul^d an authority ovjer.tbe district of Teianc, 
im^lj ec[uivai^t to that exercised in former times |[^ 
s 2 " 



ihe cashefs. He accordingly seut liis nephew thither, 
to reside in quality of his deputy ; but the dispositioa 
of this young man wa^ ill adapted to naartial exercises, 
and the government of a people, with whom fear and 
obedience were nearly synonymous terms. His Scla- 
vonisin soldiers were likewise inadequate to tlie pro- 
tection of the little parties sent to fetch the natron, and 
Bossetti soon afterwards sold a large share in the grant, 
which proved unequal to his sanguine exjiectations. 

On JVIr. Browne'j* arrival at Terane, he was politely 
received by S*"*^' Ferrari, the nephew of Rossetti, to 
whom he had been recommended, and who uo\r 
kindly invited him to reside at his house during his 
stay, aFSuring him at the same time of his frieodsliip 
and assistance iu whatever he might choose to under- 
take. 

One entire day was now devoted by our author to a 
ramble over that part of the Delta which is opposite 
(he town, and indicates tlie site of ancient structures, 
by many columns and other considerable i^mains. No 
inscriptioQ^i, however, were founds nor any thing that j 
deserves a patticul«ir relation. . 

Kossctti, whose house was enlivened by a neat gar- 
den well stocked with u^ful plants, and tinely embel- 
lished witli fruit trees, had attempted some improve- 
ments in the suburbs, by planting trees, £cc.: but the 
natives were so far from secpndiog his laudable design, 
that they refused to water the trees, and seemed to 
think their forbearance remarkable, in permitting them 
to remain witliout injury. From this mode of conduct, 
our author is inclined to suppose that they had some 
secret suspicioris that were unexplained, or discontent 
at the appearance of novelty, which they might re- 
gard as the harbinger of evil ; as the orientals are in 
general extremely partial to trees and water* and con- 
sequently would n(it act iu so strange amaniier, witli- 
out some private distrust. 

A party of Arabs being appgiiited to fe^ch oatroa 
frgflEi th^ lake, gn the ei)sjaing evening after Mr. 
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Browne's arrival, S^* Ferrari ordered five Sclavonians 
to accompany him, who accordingly commenced their 
journey about nine o'clock at night, and proceeded in 
a western direction till the next morning, when they 
obtained a seasonable refreshment at a spring of fresh 
water which rises among some rushes in the vicinity 
of the lakes. 

The eastern extremity of the western^ lake was 
found to lie in 30 deg. 31 min. north latitude : itfl 
form was extremely irregular j the Colour of the water 
an imperfect red 5 and the bottom, where visible, ap- 
peared as if it was covered with blood : in one part, 
where the water was gi-eatly agitated by a spring, its 
depth was far greater th^n the height of our author -, 
but the general depth was about three feet, and tha 
TOore shallow parts were encrusted with salt to the 
ihickness of near six' inches. 

The surrounding soil was a coarse sand, and its sur* 
face seemed to- partake of the character of natron > 
which is usually found in the lake about the thickness of 
•a cubit, or common pikef . In all the specimens that 
'w^e shown to our traveller, he detected much alkali, 
hut he was unable to make such an analysis as might 
have proved interesting totlie public. At a small distance 
fromtlie lake, natron is frequently found near the surface 
of a mountain, that seems to approximate to the na- 
tron of Barbary, and is of a lighter colour than the 
former. 

In the vicinity of the lake, which is about a mile 
broad and four miles long, the country is destitute of 
water, and consequently barren. Sonne vestiges of 
buildings are found, that were apparently designed for 
convents, and three of these editices still remain entire, 
and yield a peaceful abode to a few religious of the 
Coptic church. 

* There is no material difference between the western and 
eastern lake either m size, colour, or productions, 
t The pike of Cairo is equal in length to eigiueen ipches. 
6 3 
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Two of-the«e convents, viz. thnt of St. George, and 
that ilenomiA^ted the Syrian, were visited by our aa- 
thor in this excursion, who found the buildings firm 
and sub.stantial, though extnertiely ancient j the furni- 
ture simple, and the inhabitants equally harmkss and 
hospitAble. 

The entrance to each convent is by a small trap-door, 
-secured within by two great iiiiUstones : the noanners of 
the monastics are perfectly consonant to the primitive 
ages, as tlieir chief food is coarse bread and vegetables, 
and their usual beverage water, that is drawn from aii 
excellent well within iheir own walls ; they are their 
own menials and artificers, and their chief amusement 
consists in a small garden, that serves at once to refresh 
their spirits and supply their tables* On Mr. Browne's 
entrance, mie of the superiors was discovered in the act 
of roend'ng his sh(»es, apparently regardless of theol<H 
gical controversy. The other attempted to prove to 
his guest the Eutychian tenet of monothelisra, and was 
highly grati^ed when our author expressed himself 
fully persuaded by liisj arguments. 

On Mr. Browne's inquiring for manuscripts, he was 
informed, that the monks were possessed of near eight 
hundred volumes j but he only saw an Arabo-Coptic 
I^exicon, with a few other books in the Copiic, Syriac, 
and Arabic languages. 

Having spent nt'ar three days in the contemplation of 
the lakes and the adjacent buildings, the attendants of 
our traveller began to grow impatient, and he was ne- 
cessitated to return to Terane, from whence he reim- 
barked in a .small boat, after a short interval, and on 
the l6th of May arrived safely at Grand Oiiro. 

Ibis city is situated on the east of the Nile, which 
devolves its majestic flood at a small' distance j but the 
suburbs, viz. Misr el Attike and Bulak, or the port, 
form two points of contact with the river. To the enst 
and south-east of the city is a ridge of tliat extensive 
chain, which accompanies the Nile to Upper Egypt, 
somotinies n^cpfling to the dlunnce of three niilei. 
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ami at otlier places opposing its barrier to the pi ogress 
cjf the stream. I'lie noriheni side is bounded by iin 
extensive plain that exactly resembles the Delta, iu the 
nature of its soil and productions. 

Though an European traveller must certainly find 
biroselt disgusted with a view of the Eg)'ptian capital, 
as compared with the cities of his own country, it is 
considered by the natives as tlie most magniticent place 
under the canopy of heaven, and is emplialically 
styied f the matchless city, the mother of the world.** 
It is, however, but justice to remark, that tlie extreme 
narrowness of the streets, which to a stranger must 
appear contemptible, is indispensably necessary to shield 
tlie inhabitants from the tierce effulgence of the meri- 
dian sun, and consecjuentiy must afibrd them a greater 
degree of pleasure than they could possibly receive 
from any architectural prospect. 

The length of the city, from north to south, may 
be estimated at about three thousand five hundred 
yards. This, however, greatly exceeds the dimeubiong 
from east to west. The principal street runs in a paral- 
lel line with the Chalige*. The houses are in general 
substantial and commodious, built of stone, two or 
three stones high, with fiat roofs and latticed windows : 
the ground fioor, being usually appropriated to i the 
purpose of a shop, has no windows towards the street. 

The habitations of the rich are chiefiy erected near a 
pool, called fiirket el Fil, that receives the waters of 
the Nile firora another part of the city -, but the houses 
of European residents are all situated on the Chalige, 
and are consequently rendered extremely disagreeable 
by the noxious effluvium, that is commonly supposed 
to operate in producing the pestilence. 



• The Cl)itli^«, which pierces the city from north to south* 
ii a pu'pUc /ec^ptaclc for all kinds of nuir^nces. Previous tp 
the rl-e 'f tlie ^ile, it is cleaned and becomes a street ; but, 
^' l.i*^ lulci! by the increase of the river, it a^^ume8 the up, 
>•- :r ; i. • . f u i.-;ii)Hl, p.'id i.> covrrc4 with i>*"'i' =• 
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The palace of a bej consists of a square conrt, fur- 
nished with apartments for his Mamelukes ; a harem 
for the women, and rooms for himself 5 one of which, 
viz that where he usually sit3 in summer^ is rendered 
very pleasant by a curious contrivance in the roof, by 
which a copious supply of fresh air may be obtained at 
pleasure. The apartments of the men are fitted up 
with equal neatness and simplicity, but tliose of the 
females are embellished with the most costly and 
splendid ornaments 

For the recejiiion of wholesale goods, there are spa- 
cious, clean, and commodious warehouses ; and re- 
tail dealers are accommodated with extensive buildings 
for their various commodities, in every part of the 
city. Each trade, however, has its particular/ and al- 
lotted diyifiion. 

Convenient markets are also established in every 
quarter, and coffee-houses are equally numerous, 
where the inhabitants generally devote the greatest 
part of the day to smoking and conversation. 

Of the mosques, which are computed at more than 
three hundred, that called Jamma el Azher* is the 
most magnificent, being ornamented with marble pil- 
lars and Persian carpets. A number of persons, di- 
stinguished for their knowledge of literal Arabic, and 
a profound skill in theology, aie supported by its re- 
venue, under a shech, who is an ecclesiastic of the 
' highest order. It is enriched with a large collection of 
manuscripts,^ and lectures are read on various subjects, 
that are called scientific, at Cairo, thcwgh in reality 
they are the very reverse of that appellation. The 
other mosques that are most celebrated, are 'that of 
Ghouri el Hassanein» and that of Mohammed Bey 
Abudhahab. The latter is constructed of the richest 
materials, and is accounted a chef d'osuvre of eastern 
magnificence. 

* The Jamma el Azher is a charitable establishment, from 
which some thousnnds of indlg^ent ecclesiastics are "'supplied 
V'ith broth and olher articles. 
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TIic mint, which is the only one for Egypt, ij with- 
in the walls of the castle, built by the celebrated Yus- 
suf Abu Modcjafer Ibu Aiiib, who in the sixth cen/- 
tury of Mohammedism, bore the honorary t!tle of Sa- 
laheddin. Previous to the invention of artillery, it was 
esteemed of great strength, though now entirely inca- 
pable of defence. The building, including the quar- 
ters of the Janizaries, and those of the Assabs, wlio 
are now extinct, occupies a considerable space. It is, 
however, extremely irregular, and the apartments of 
the pasha are equally destitute of elegance and conve- 
nience. The well is of a great depth, and must cer- 
tainly have cost a profusion of toil in its formation,, as 
it is hewn tlirough a solid rock. The remains of Sa- 
lah Eddin's palace are well deserving of the traveller's 
admiration, whose curiosity may be pleasantly grati- 
fied with an examination of a long apartment, that 
commands a capital view of the city, the Nile, and 
tiie adjacent country j several magnificent columns that 
still resist the destroying power of time ; and a chamber 
appropriated to tlie fabrication of an embroidered cloth, 
anooally devoted to tlie use of the Kaba, by the muni- 
ficence of the Porte. 

In the vicinity of this castle is a mosque of good 
architecture, that contains the tomb of the Imam 
Shafei, whither the women crowd on the Mahometan 
sabbath to procure substitutes, who may visit the se- 
pulchres of iheir deceased relatives, while their own 
time is more agreeably employed with the yoiuig gal- 
lants of the city. .^ 

To the north-east of the city are some large houses 
and gardens, the property of the higher cla^, who 
occasionally divert themselves in these retreats, which 
are considerably enlivened by ait open space, where 
the Manjelukes exercise their horses, and perform (heir 
military evolutions. To tlie east is observable a conti- 
nued series of tombs, that stands beneath a naked 
mountain of white sand and calcareous stone. 

Ihe city is likewise furnished with several open 
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spaces, amotig which is tiie Romeili, wliere feats of 
Juggling are usually performed by persons who pre- 
tend to numerous kinds of magic. Tlie walls are en- 
tirely i^allen to decay ; but the gates areTiumerocs, and 
two of them in partictllar present a stranger with a 
rich display of Saractmic architecture. 

The population of Cairo, including Arabs, Coptic 
Christians, Mamelukes, Greet: s, Syrians, and Atnae- 
niaos, with a few Jews, and residents front various 
nations, "may be estimated at three hundred thonsaod 
£ouis. Mr. Bvowne supposes that £gypt may contain 
two millions and a half, though, from a slight examina* 
tion of an Egyptian town or city, a stranger would 
be led to doubt this assertion. Jt is, however, merely 
necessaiy to remark, that a large proportion of the 
people find their only safety frotii an o pressive govern- 
ment, in the deepest obscurity, and consequently sub- 
mit to every inconvenience with cheerfulness, rather 
than acknowledge themselves tlie inmates of any visible 
dwelling. 

'I he Arabs, or lower class of Mahometans, form 
the body of the people, and pride themselves greatly 
upon their origin. The Copts, or ancient inhabitants^ 
have a peculiarity of feature common to ail of them, 
0nd highly interesting to an observant spectator. Their 
hair is dark, and frequently curled; tiieir corn* 
plexion is a dusky brown, their noses aquiline^ their 
eyes black, the form of their visage approximating to 
that which is seen in the ancient statues, mummies, 
and paintings. Their religion is a compound of the 
Monothelite heresy, the most glaring errors of the 
Romish church, and several absurdities of MabonMti 
With the former, they believe in the solely divine na- 
ture of the Redeemer, and the procession of the 1 io-' 
Ij Ghost from the leather alone ; witli the Catholics, 
they embrace transubstantiation 5 and with the be^ 
1 levers of the Koran, they make Use of frequent -pw- 
.strations in their worship, public individiaaU^pffl^er^ 
private ablutions. Sec, 
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Their language may now be considered as extinct, 
though thc'fipistle and Gospel is usually read in Coptic 
at their monasteries. The priest, says our author, is a 
mere parrot, repealing a dead letter in this part of the 
service j the prayers are read in Arabic. Some Coptic 
manuscripts are, however, found in the convents, and 
in afl probability the patriarch would permit any curi- 
ous person to examine and transcribe them. 

Melancholic in their temperament, but acute and 
bdustrious, the Copts accumulate money with equal 
steadiness and privacy . They are generally well in- 
structed in penmanship and accounts, and may, upon 
the whole, be termed an ingenious people. An im- 
prudent use of their distilled liquor mjiy be reckoned 
among their failings, and may probably establish the 
charge of licentiousness, which is brouglit against 
them by our traveller. Respecting their taith, they 
are perfect zealots, and their ecclesiastics are extremely 
numerous. 

The Manielukes, whose number is estimated by 
Mr, Browne at near twelve thousand, are militar>' 
slaves, impoi^ted from Giagia, Circassia, and JVlingre- 
Ijaj besides others, who are taken captive in battle, or 
brought to Egypt by private merchants on speculation.* 
Particular attention is paid to these persons, who are 
carefully instructed in every exercise of strength or agi- 
lity, and who usually repay the kindness of their ma- 
sters with the warmest gratitude and most valiant ser- 
vices. Those who have a genius for literature are 
taught to read and write, but the majority of them 
are deficient in those particulars j among whom, our 
author remarks, is Murad Bey himself. 

The inferiot Mamelukes constantly wear the mil !• 
^ry dress, which is distinguished from that of other 
Mahometan citizens by a pair of large crimson 
drawers of thck Venetian cloth, attached to their 
slippers of red leather ; and a greenish cap of a pecu- 
I'V.ftttm, fancifully dficjrated with a turban. Their 
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usual arms are a pair of pistols, a dagger, and a sa- 
bre ; but when engaged in battle they are furnished 
with a brace of large horse- pistols and a battle-as': 
they also wear an open hehiiet. and a suit of armour, 
consisting of interwoven links of steel, under their 
dre.<s. I'beir horses are of the finest Arabian breeds 
and are frequently bought at the rate of 150/. or 200/. 
sterling. 

As they are supplied with provisions by their ma- 
sters, they have no stipulated pay ; yet, from presents, 
rewards, and extortions, they contrive to raise a suf- 
ficient supply of money either for avarice or de- 
bauchery. Gay and volatile in their dispositions, tliey 
are commonly unprincipled in their means of acquir- 
ing pleasure, and are regarded by tlie Arabs as carelos 
observers of the injunctions of their prophet. With 
respect to their courage, equestrian skill, extronje 
hardihood, and admirable use of the sabre, they cer- 
tainly rank high among the best . oriental troops; 
but in a regular battle, conducted by manopuvres m d 
rapid movements, they are completely eclipsed by ihi' 
military of Euroixs. 

The government of Cairo, and of Egypt in gener.;), 
is in the hands of twenty-four beys, each of whom s 
chosen from among tl-.e Manjelukes by the remainiui; 
twenty-tlii*ee j though in foct, such an election is aUva) 5 
determined by the appointment of the most powerful. 
Besides their dominion, over certain districts of Kgypt, 
several of the beys receive other dignities from t!.e 
Porte, to which are attached revenues, ill defined, and 
frequently abased ; such as those of the governor of 
the city, the accountant-general, the leader of the sa- 
cred caravan, iuul the governor of Upper ^gypt. 

Each of the other beys tills all the offices in his di- 
strict with his own slaves, who are necessitated to- 
J«lder an accouirt of the receipts, which partly serve 
to fiH' the^cofibrs af their employers. Mr. Browne 
♦tt^bscs that an t^puleiit bt- y may Iwve an annual re- 
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venue of from 30,000 to 50,000/. j that of Murad 
Bey is more tlian double. The revenue of the interior 
beys is computed at 15,000/. per annum. 

An officer called liie mulla, who is annually. ap- 
pointed from Constantinople, is possessed of the chief 
judicial authority at Cairo, who, however, seldom acts 
but in cases of doubt and difficulty. There are like- 
wise cadis in all the districts, whose revenue arises 
from a tenth of the value of whatever is litigated be- 
fore them : " their decisions," says our traveller, 
" are always speedy, but too often swayed by the om- 
nipotent influence of gold." 

'Ihe sliech el Bikkeri, having command over the 
shereefs, is an officer of great respect. There are 
likewise imams, or priests, of the four sects, who have 
each the entire direction of their adherents ; and there 
are other exclusive jurisdictioas, which, howev«*r, are 
uot sufficiently important to interest the attention of 
our readers. 

On cases of equity, each bey sits in judgment, when, 
iiolwitlistandiug their usual impetuosity, they display a 
considerable degree of acuteness and knowledge of 
characters. From the cashefs, or lieutenants over the 
to'.uis and villages, who are commonly noticed for 
their ignorance, an appeal lies to the bey, who deter- 
mines the cause, and usually employs a Copl to adjust 
tlieir igccounls of tlie revenues. 

Among the considerable sources of revenue U^at ap- 
pertain to Egypt are, the zechat, or tenth of mercl^an-' 
dise imported into the country ; the charage> or im- 
post on, the production of lands; and the jifue^ or 
cajii,t^tio^ taX|^ exacted from the unl>elievers sis a sal- 
vage for their persons, which, according, to tbe ^re^ 
cepts o( Mahoqiet^ the Mussulmen are.£ot otb^v^ise 
liowA tQ «[we. . < . V. : 

. . Th^ ciiief local tribute is a tax upoo laq^^ of from 
.«x, sJjiHiugs to six and eight pence, on eveiy acre 
4r<mgh the country, which yields die sum of 420,000/. ; 
>et*such is the rapacity of the beys, that they will fze« 
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quently insist on. receiving fifteen or eighteen shiliiqgs 
per acre, wliich at once raises this branch of the reve- 
nue to more than a million and a. quarter. 

Owing to the rebellious disposition of the Copts in 
Upper Egypt, an exemption in favour of Coptic offic«;rs 
and ecclesiastics, and the taxation of the Greeks and 
Armenians in other places, the jizie is much less consi- 
derable in Egypt than might be supposed. The re- 
maining part of the revenue is made up of forfeitures, 
small imposts, tolls on passing the Nile and several 
parts of the interior j and a continued plunder of all 
ranks and denominations. Public bath?, and places 
appointed for the sale of brandy, pay something to the 
government, and the article of salt bears a low impost 
on entering Cairo or Assidt. 

These articles form collectively the tniri, or public 
revenue, of which 60,000/. should be annually sent to 
Constantinople, but is usually kept by the beys for 
the nominal reparation of mosqdes and other public 
buildings. 

The pasha, whose power had been nearly annihi- 
lated by the intrigues and ambition of the beys, re- 
ceives for his whole expenses the sum of 250/. per day. 
His establishment, however, is so large, that it is not 
accounted a rich pashalik. 

Murad Bey regularly draws five hundred half mah- 
bubs daily from the mint for his pocket expenses, 
and his wife is accustomed to receive the same; which, 
at the rate of five shillings the mahbdb, amounts to 
125L sterling, which is but an inconsiderable part of 
his disbursements. 

A chief part of the lands in Egypt may be consi- 
dered as divided between the government and the reli- 
gious bodies, who perform the service of the mosques, 
and who have received their possessions either from 
the munificence of princes or the determination of in- 
dividuals, who were anxious for the benefit of tbeir 
posterity. 

A-s the government claims a right ta inheritance, and 
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tiie fines paid on readmission are literally ruinous, per- 
sons who have lande4 property iVequenlly make an ap- ' 
propriatiou to a mosque^ when the lands become part 
of the wakf^ of that establishment, and the claim of 
government is superseded. The appiopriator at the 
same time takes such precaution^ that his next heirs^ 
or trustees on their bebalf, shall regularly receive the 
rents, while any lineal descendants of the family shall 
exist, by paying a small proportion of their income to 
the ecclesiastic administrators. 

A tenant of land seldom holds more tlian he and his 
fanjily can properly cultivate j he is, however, by no 
means attached to the soil upon principles of viUanage, 
but is always at liberty to remove to any other farm 
that may appear better suited for his purpose. Some- 
times, however, femilies are connected with a particu*- 
lar spot for a considerable length of time. Mr. Browne 
affirms, that he has met ^with persons of this descrip- 
tion in the vic'mity of Assiut, whose ancestors of the 
fifth remove had resided in the same habitation. " I 
used,'* said one of them (a very old man), " to smoke 
tobacco, but it cosfe me nearly a paraf a day -, and timed 
are now growing so bad, that I am contented with a 
dry reed, till the master free me from these embarrass- 
ments." 

The city of Cairo is furnislied with a number of 
large and sumptuous reservoirs, in different parts, 
where water is given to travellers. Elegant and conve- 
nient baths are also extremely numerous, where the 
attendants are dexterous, and tlie charges very rea^ 
sonable. 

With respect to the majestic river of the Nile, from 
which the houses are supplied with water, and the ad- 
jacent lands are fertilized, its greatest breadth may be 

• Wakf is a term that signifies the appropriation of pro- 
perty in such a way, that the proprietor's right shall continue, 
but the profit shall belong to some charitable establishment. 

t A para is a small copper coin washed with silverj and" 
worth about a halfpenny. 

t2 
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computed at two thousand feet ; its motion is extreme- 
•lyslow, and its water always so moddjr that the na- 
tives of Cairo are obh'ged to put it into jarsprevously 
rubb<*d on the ins'de with a composition of bitter al- 
monds, before they can make use of itl Its rise seems 
much the same as in tlie most ancient times, ^z. twen- 
ty-four feet in perpendicular heiglit. The medium in- 
crease is about four inches a day, and always continues 
from the end of June till the beginning of September, 
when it gradually subsides till the following solstice. 
It abounds with a great Tariety of fish, the best of 
wh'ch i? called the btSlti, something resembling the 
■white trout, but frequently attaining such a size as fo 
weigh fifty pounds. Exclusive of large and excellent 
eels, none of the fish have an exact resemblance to 
those of Europe. 

Among several kinds of water fowl that frequent 
this river, may be noticed a large fowl, called the Tur- 
key goose, whose flesh forms an agreeable and salubri- 
ous article of food. The crocodiles are apparently re- 
duced in number, and seem td be chiefly confined to 
the district above AssiiSf, where bathers are sometimes 
attacked and cruelly mutilated by those unwieldy ani- 
mals. T!ie other striking and ancient features of the 
Nile are the rafts of belasses, pr large jars, that are 
used fir carrying water; small rafts of gourds on 
vhlch an individual conducts himself with a- ludicrous 
dignity across the stream ; and divers, who, by con- 
cealing the r heads in pumpkins, approach the unsus- 
pect'ng water-fowl and seiie them by their legs. Re- 
specting the hippopotamus, which is said to abound Iq 
Nubia, Mr. Browne never saw or heard of any in 
hgypt. 

From Ca-ro to Assiian, a distance of near three 
hundred and sixty miles, the banks of the river, ex- 
clusive of occasional rocks, resemble a succession of 
steps, and are clothed with all sorts of esculent vege- 
tables, among which that useful plant the bamea is 
predominant. It usually grows to the height of three 



IK E6VPT AND LIBYA. 209 

ftet i its leaves are similar to those of a curraol bush^ 
and it produces oblong aculeated pods that lead an 
agreeable flavour to the repast. 

Of the Saracenic structure on the island Ronda, 
v/hich has been repeatedly described by Europeans^ a^ 
containing the mokkias> or Nilometer, our author 
observes^ that its graduation is confined and imperfect, 
and should never be depended on ; and during the Nile's 
increase, the criers are suborned to make such a report 
as is agreeable to the will of government j wherefore, 
those who wish to inform themselves correctly as to 
the increase of the river, should make their observa- 
tion on some snoooth surface that is washed by the 
Nile and perpendicular to its plane. 

Previous to the discovery of a passage to India by 
the Cape of Good Hope, the commerce of Cairo was 
very extensive} but since that period it has gradually 
declined, and is at present restricted to the following 
articles, viz. coffee, odours, drugs, and gums, from 
Yemen; muslins and various articles of cotton manu- 
facture from Surat 5 shawls from Cashmir -, and a. por- 
tion of spices from Ceylon. It may still, however, be 
regarded a's the metropolis of the trade of eastern 
Africa, as Tripoli is of the west. Slaves are brought 
from Abyssinia by way of Jidda and Mecca ; caravans 
frequently trade to Sennaar, Dar Fur, and Fezzan, 
from whence they bring gold dust, ivory, ostrich 
feathers, gum, drugs, &c. ; and there is another oc- 
casional caravan from Morocco, that employs five 
thousand camels for the express purpose of merchan- 
dise. Part of these pass on to Mecca, and part remain to 
await the return of the pilgrims, while the merchants 
transact their own business. The other caravans are 
merely for the carriage of goods, and their camels are 
annually supplied by the Arabs of the Desert, 

The exports to Europe have been already mentioned, 
under tliexiescription of Alexandria ; Hedjas in Arabia 
is entirely supplied with grain from Egypt, but witU 
t3 



210 BRO;W'IIB*li TKAVBLS 

Jndia and Jidda the trade is ch ietiy carried on by no* 
iiey ; black slaves, coflee, and Indian goods, are sent 
to Constantinople, though tor the roost part they are 
conveyed, tliithei; by caravans. I'o Libya are exported 
rice, flax, crude leather, and a sniall proportion of wheat. 

Owhig to the extreme facility with which the sugar- 
cane is cultivated in Egypt, a nianu6ictory was for- 
merly established at Cairo for the pur|x>se of supplying 
Constant inopJe witli sugar; but as a capital was indi- 
spensably requisite, governinent made such demands 
on it as speedily crushed the trade. The sugar was 
of a close texture, well refined, and of a Kgbt white, 
though inferiour in strength to that of the West In- 
dies. It is now, however, exceedingly bad, and is so 
scarce as to sell for fourteen pence per pound. Tliere 
is a considerable manufacture of linen doth, made of 
the fine Egyptian flax; a second ibr sal ammoniac, 
which is of an excellent quality ; and others for glass 
lamps, saltpetre, gunpowder, and coloured leather for 
borne consumption. 

The curious method of hatching eggs without in- 
cubation is almost peculiar to Cairo, and has been fre- 
quently described by other travellers. A low-arched 
apartment of clay with two rows of shelves forms the 
oven, where tlus eg^s are placed in such a manner n^ 
to partake equally ot the heat without touching each 
other. T^iey are slightly moved about every four 
hours, during the whole time of their remaining in the 
oven, which never exceeds twenty- two days, as the 
chickens then free themselves from the shells, and are 
delivered to their proper owner, who pays the master 
of the oven so much a hundred for his care and atten- 
tion. Those eggs which prove unproductive, are ge- 
nerally known to be such at the expiration of the first 
eight days, and on the delivery of the chickens they 
are likewise produced for the satisfaction of all parties. 
During the Ramadan the following amusements 
are regularly exhibited : after breakfast the people are 
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trnjAoyed in devotion, which occupies a condderahie 
portion of time j the principslineni Miiea swmrnoiif 
their attention, and the transaction of bosinessj oi ihe 
arrival of visitors, to pay their rcspectsttd the fcif , £Ui 
up the interim till the commenceniCilU of Khe 'atti^Bth 
roents) when the gerid and various other exfeniises are 
pertbrmed by day-light, and tiie evetiing is introdaced 
with an exhibition of wrestling, in trbicb theloKv^t 
class of Egyptians show a c;)nsidcrable degree' df vi- 
gour and activity, lioweyer deticient they maybe ii» ctttj*- 
summate skill, Tlie>ie are succeeded by wale slngen;, 
whose plaintive melody has been the subject of remark 
to many European travellers. Next advance the story* 
tellers/ who relate surprising scenes of ronisintic advert* 
tares, wiih astonishing readiness and rapidity of atter'>> 
aiice. Then appear the wits, whose droij and unexpected 
similes yield the highest entertiiinmeiU to tiieir audltot^^ 
and the ple-asures (xf the ei'cning are terrainated by thd 
excrtiiuis of tiie rope dancers, female singers, and Wb- 
mtm who play on musical instruments, and exhibit in 
their dances nil thot the most luxurious imaginatioa 
can possibly surmise. ^ ' 

To the south (yf Cairo, Misr el Atike is pleasantly 
«Itii<ired. and well inhabited. An extensive mosque htis 
been there recently rescued from oblivion, by the 
mandate of Murad Bey, who, being informed that 
some treasures were dejwsited under the edifice, had 
recourse to the finesse of pretending to rebuild it. He 
did in fact rebuild a part of the wall ; -and while the 
workmen were employed in clearing the foundation, 
they discovered a sycamore chest, that was found to bo 
full of ancient Arabic books, some of them written on 
veilnm in the Kuphic character, and very beautiful, f a 
this edifice about thirty-five columns still retain their 
ciriginal position ; the rest have been reversed, and set up 
again without any regard to order. The most perfect 
remain is a small octagon building in the centre of 
the mosrjue, supported by eight Corinthian pillars, with 
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shafts of blue and white marble. Upwards of a hun- 
dred columns appear around j many arches of an ellip- 
tical form still remain, and some inscriptions are vi- 
sible on the west, which might have been the place o\ 
tht^. original gate, as it is now oft' e modem. 

From the convent of St. George, the ruins of an 
ancient city are clearly seen, ascertained to have been 
the Babylon of the Persians -, at present, however, they 
merely constitute aheap of rubbish. 

Bulak is an extensive, irregular town, that has gra- 
dually risen around the port. It is furnished with an 
excellent okal or warehouse, chiefly appropriated to 
the reception of goods from Alexandria ; embellished 
with a variety of handsome gardens ; and rendered ex- 
tremely lively by the great number of boats tliat crowd 
the river. 

Nearly opposite Bulak, in. the middle of the river is 
an island where Murad Bey has a kind of summer 
retreat, and some pleasant gardens. On the opposite 
coast is the village Embabil, famed for fine cattle and 
excellent butter. 

In a more southerly direction is a considerable towu, 
called Jiza, the walls of which are very ext»*nsive, and 
mounted with cannon 5 they have six half moons, are 
ten feet high, and three feet thick, and were originally 
raised for the purpose of resisting any hostile troops 
of cavalry. 

In the southern quarter of this town is a palace 
originally biiilt by Ismail Bey, and since completed 
and iu habited by Murad I'ejr. It is supplied with an 
abundance of apariraenls for the Mamelukes, and with 
every convenience that can possibly Ite desired, either 
for ease or luxury. 

As Murad Bey has of late years judged it expe- 
dient to establish a marine, he has purchased a few 
European vessels, and has caused three or four to be 
built by the natives. Six of these vessels, the largest 
5f which carries twenty-four guns^ were moored be- 
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f re Jiza at the time of our author's visit, from whence 
they could not be navigated till the season of, the 
Nile's increase. ' The/ were all well appointed, and 
had tfieir fall complement of marines, who were chiefly 
Gre^s of the Archipelago under the command of a 
native of Sagos. 

The pleasure-boats, m^:\ by the great on the in- 
crease of the river, are exceedingly numerous. In 
form the}- are light and elegant, and have usually from 
four to eight rowers. Such as are appropriated to the 
use of the ladies are covered with wainscot, but those 
for ihe men are either hitticed, or left open at the sides j 
others aie kept for hire, in the manner of the gondolas 
at Venice. They are used indiscriminaiely upon the 
Nile, and in a considerable canal, called the Chalige ibn 
Menji, which, from its opening near Bnlak, extends to 
Bilbeis, where it mingles with another canal, and &ow$ 
on to the lake Sheih. 

In order to give his countrymen some idea of the 
personages who boire the sway over the people during 
his residence at Cairo, Mr. Browne has given, the fol- 
lowingiconcise description of the most celebrated beys, 
viz. Ibrahim Rey, Murad Bey, Mohammed Bey Eifi, 
Ibrahim ficy el Unli, and Aidb Bey el Zogljt^ir or 
junior. 

The first of these is a tall, thin man, upwards of 
sixty years old j he is extremely avaricious, and has 
contrived by his wealth and connections to secure a 
large party in his interest. He is reputed dexterous 
in the management of the sabre, but his character is 
entirely destitute of enterpri'sc. lo strengthen his 
interest, he negotiated a marriage in the year 1792, 
between his daughter and another powerful bey, which 
was celebnfed with great pomp at Cairo. An elegant 
coach, drawn by two horses, and decorated with 
wreaths of artiticial flowers, proceeded through ifcc 
principal streets, with a beautiful slave from the harem, 
who acted as deputy to the bride, whose features were 
rather ordinary ^ the blinds of tlie carnage were, how« 
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ever, drawn up, and the fair Jady sat* concealed U]\ 
the procession, attended by a few beys wilh their oflS- 
cers and Mamelukes, stopped at the house of the bride- 
groom, who received her in his arms, and ordered an 
exhibition of fire-works for the evening. Presents of 
shawls, cafFetans, money, and other articles were then 
liberally distributed at the houses of the husband and 
the father ; and the female singers found sufiicient 
employment in the city, upon the joyous occasion. 

One of these women, who had been singing in the 
Birket el Fil, or chief open place, not only during the 
day, but through part of the night, was mentioned to 
Ibiahim, the father of the bride, as having collected 
donations to a considerable amount. He accordingly 
sent for her, and demanded how many half sequins 
she had obtained by her vocal exertions. The woman 
readily replied, ''About ten thousand." "Pay me 
eight thousand then,*' said the Bey, '' and I will give 
you a note of credit on my secretary." The singer 

- complied with the demand, but, instead of receiving 
the note, was cruelly driven from the house, and shortly 
after lost her life through extreme sorrow and vexa- 
tion. An anecdote well adapted to mark the avari- 
cious disposition of the beys, whose systematic rapacity 
could not be lulled by such a season of festivity. Ibra- 

» him Bey is indeed described by our author, as rather 
imitating in his conduct the greediness of the vulture, 
than the daring flight of the eagle : his Mamelukes are 
estimated at oiie thousand. 

Murad Bey, who in the service of Mahommed Bey 
Abu-dhahab defeated and took prisoner AH Bey the 
Great, is a man of a . replete habit of body, about 
forty-five years of age, of an energetic character, i nd 
equally prodigal and rapacious, riis Mamelukes, iu 



* In general, at Cairo, the bride walks untlcr a canopy, 
completely veiled, and supported by two females, to the re- 
sidence of the brideg^room. 
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1/9(5, amounted to one thousand seven hundred. His 
wife is the daughter of the celebrated Ali Bey, and the 
widow of his master. She is much respected by all 
her husband's cotemporarics 5 and whenever a bey is 
appointed over a government, she lectures him on hi« 
duties, and reminds him of the excellent conduct of 
her father. 

Mohammed Bey Elfi, whose name implies he was 
purchased for a thousand patackes, is next in power to 
Murad Bey^ his former owner. He is a man of quick 
apprehension and impetuous action, about thirty- five 
years old ; possessing eight hundred Mamelukes, and 
visibly increasing in grandeur and authority. 

Ibrahim Bey el Uali, alluded to in the nuptial anec* 
dote as the bridegroom, is a young man about the same 
age with Mohammed Bey Elfi ; his character is firm 
and sedate -, his Mamelukes about six hundred, and his 
interests inseparably attached to those of the elder 
Ibrahim, his father-in-law. 

Aiub Bey el Zoghier, or junior, is likewise a power- 
ful ruler ; between thirty and forty years of age ; the 
most eminent in capacity among all the beys, and con- 
salted by them ^upon all occasions. He possesses but 
few Mamelukes ; yet his prudence and abilities ensure 
him respect, and the populace rarely accuse him of any 
extortion. 

1 he women of Cairo are of a middling stature, and 
well formed. The upper ranks are tolerably fair, 
which, together with their obesity, ensures them the 
admiration of the Egyptian gallants. They usually 
enter the connubial state at fourteen years of age, and 
are accounted past their prime at twenty. The Coptic 
women are favoured by nature with a genteel forndj 
dark animated e^s, and an interesting countenance. 

Jt is a remarkable feet, that the children of Europe- 
ans, born in Egypt, seldom survive their second or 
*hird year. Mr. Browne is of opinion that it chiefly 
results fl-om the injudicious fondness of their parents, 
who destroy their health by an implroper ' warmUi <£ 
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place and xlotbiiig, >vhi]e the children of the nstives 
are snflTercd to run about with scarcely any covering, 
and constantly enjoy a vigorous constitution. 

Having devoted part ot the summer to the task of 
learning (be Arabic language, and being provided with 
an interpreter and a menial, Mr. Browce commenced 
his journey towards Abyssinia on the 1 0th of Sep- 
tember ; and after a pleasant passage of eight days over 
the Kile, he landed safely at the city of Asbiut, which 
is at this time the most considerable place in Upper 
Egypt. The situation is in all respects delightful, and 
the mai-ner in which the water is conducted round 
the towii is worthy of observation. A canal, dug in a 
parallel direction with the river, laves the foot ol ilie 
adjacent mountains ; and after surrounding Assiut and 
the neighbouring villages, it descends agaiii into the 
Nile. The water, however, is only admitted at a 
certain period of the increase, when it is suffered to 
overflow the lands, and the city communicates wiih 
the river by an artificial road, that is raised above flie 
common level, and leads to the point where the hvr.y 
are laden and discharged. 

With respect to those vessels commonly appropriytcil 
to the use of passengers, between Cairo and AsstYit, our 
author observes that, exclusive of the motley company 
by which they are filled, they yield the most plta- 
aurablQ mode of travelling that can possibly be ima- 
gined, a? they are furnished with a simple awning 
of branches, as a protection against the immediate 
actiop of the sun, and their mariners chauntresponsiie 
to the motion of their oars,, while the calm and majestic 
Nile glides slowly fbiward, and the banks on either 
$ide are crowned with the luxuriant produce of the hus- 
bandman's toil. The surrounding scenery, adds our 
traveller, is in every sense alluring, and the vessel offers 
an apt emblem of smiling fortune in her most prosper- 
ous Career. 

The internal government of Assidt consists of the 
vadi/ assisted by other civil o&cexs, and fivecashefs. 
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who constsintly resid^ there; it is the 8^at of a Coptic 
bishop, though the majority of the inhabitants arQ 
Mahoipetahs. Its chief ^uppprt is derived from the 
Soudan caravans. Large quantities of wheat and fine 
fiax. are cultivated in the nei<5hbourhood, wliich are, 
sent to Lower Egypt in exchange for salt and other 
articles. . Indian goods are i imported from Mecca by 
way of Cossir, but the European articles of broad 
cloth, tin, &c. ar€j seldoiii seen. In the mountain 
^bove the city are several spacious caverns, curiously 
adorned with hieroglyphics and other emblematic fi- 
gure9. In one ,of the caverns (which seem to have been 
sepulchral, as they contain fragments of jars that for- 
merly held, the ibis, dogs, cats, and other animals, 
which were either regarded as sacred, or slain tq 
attend their owners to the silent npansions (>f the dead,] 
three chanij)f;rs are hewn in the rock, which is of free 
stone„one sixty feet by thirty, another sixty by twentyl 
^ix, and ^ third twenty-six by twenty-five. Further 
up the ipouQtain there ai'e caverns still more extensive 
jhan thes^. ■■ • r 

Female chastity is so severely guarded iir this coun- 
try, that iraniediate death ensues upon its violation j 
arid tbj^ father, brother, or husband, who from ten- 
derness of disposition might hesitate to inflict this pu- 
iii^htnpnt, would be shunned by his acquaintance aiid 
'driven from society. The. number of inhabitants iii 
Assiiit is estitnated by Mr. brown6 at twenty-five 
thousancl. llieir provisions are cheaper than those of 
Cairo, ^pd the sexijiak or bey of Said divides his yea^ 
of office betwepn Girgi apd this city. 

A^sjdt Jias become yerj populom wiihln a few years, 
througfj tlie excellent ^overrfme'nt of Solyman Key; 
.who fias al§6 adorned it witti many trees atid other iiii* 
prpvetnent's. ' It was formerly known to the Arabia 
wfitgjrs )ify the name of iiaut (^s Sultan, or the King'^ 
fish Pond, though no' ope is at present able lo dtt^^ 
mthe' from what clrcuitist^ce such an appellatioili 

VOL. XW. U 
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arose. Tlie chief antiquities between this city and 
Cairo arc found at Shech Abad«, vihich receives its 
name from the tonib of a Christian ecclesiastic, and 
at Ashmunein : in the former are two Corinthian co- 
lumns richly adorned, each bearing a Greek inscrip- 
tion and standing diagonally opposed to each other. 

After passing about .fourteen days at Assiut, Mr. 

Browne procured a boat of a moderate size for the 

•accommodation of himself and his com]5anions, and 

reembarked on the 4ih of October in quest of new 

discoveries^ 

1 he ensuing evening was spent before the village of 
Mehal;t||^iat has been built within twenty years by 
command of a certain Osman Bey. The materials are 
indeed rough, aiid the numbt r of houses inconsiderable j 
but the four streets of which it consists, are'burlt in 
right lines, and are four times as wide as the genenriity ^ 
of streets in such places. r . ' 

Ihe expense of building is extremely small to the 
villageri of Upper Kgypt, as cKiy and unburnt bricks 
Xay always be had Tor the trouble of collecting of 
for ving tliem; the case is exactly similar with regard 
lojhatch; and the diate tree, though of a. perishable 
nature, affords the requisite twiiber. 1 he rustic build- 
ers never waste their time^in the preparation of useless 
decorations > but in the considerable towns, as Ghenne, 
Assiut, Girgi, &c , the houses are generally constructtd 
of superior materials, and are sometimes magnificent 
in their appearance. 

Several large islands were remarked by our author 
in the course of the. Nile ; but as they were frequently 
chan^ng place on account of new depositions of mud, 
it was impossible to mark them with accuracy. Op 
the eastern side between Cairo and Assuan, the number 
of towns and villages amounted to near one hundred 
and sixty ; and on the western bank, where there is a 
greater extent of cultivated lands, two hucpdred ^nd 
twenty-eight were visible^ exclusiye of many that are 
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situated wjthin the limits ot tiie arable laud, and con- 
sequently cannot be distinguished by a passenger on 
the stream. 

Having passed Monfalut, a city of considerable ex- 
tent and popula ion, Mr! Browu;.* continued his na- 
vigation up the Nile tiH the 6th^ when he cania vyithin 
sidU of Kaw, or Gaw es Sherlj^i, the Antaeopjlis of 
antiquity,, where are several colamas, tlul forint^iy 
appertained to a curious temple. Many of the stones 
are frotn eigliteen to twenty feet in length, and are 
richly covered with emblematical figures and hierogly • 
phics. 

Frpra hence he proceeded to Achmim» the ancient 
Chemmis, or PanopoUs, now a pleasant villai^e on the 
eastern side; of the Nile. Some fragments of^colu^nns 
still remain at this place, and siinilar caverns to tho.se 
of Assiutare found in the neighbouring mountain. ^ A 
mummy ha'd been recently taken from the principal 
chamber; as appeared from several remains of prepared 
cloth and human bones. The hieroglyphics are here 
painted in distemper, as is usual, upon a smooth 
sur&ce of free stoue, and the ceilings of the chambers 
have been plastered and coloured. From this circum- 
stance it 8e«ms probable that the ancisat Egyptians 
held a custom, like many other Oriental naiioari, of 
annual visits to tlie dead, and that these rooms were 
built for the accommodation of the relations on such 
occasions. , . • 

The neighbourhood of Achmin produces an abun- 
dance of. sycamores, and the gardens are finely em- 
bellished with date ^nd other trees. . 

Tbese^ sycamores bear a small dry fig, of a yellowish 
colour, adhering to the trunk of the tree. 
• On the 1 1th of October our author arrived at Girgi^ 
which, though now declining, was fo merly the capital 
of Upper l^gypt. It has a spacious marketnplace, and 
an abundance of shops,; and several large pieces of 
granite were, discovered, iibptit three feet thick, and 
nearly two ^ards in diameter, with a perforation of 
u 2 
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twelve inches square in the centime. They were su^- 

jposed by Mr. Browne to be ant^ue mill- stones. 

Passing a populous towq denominated FdrshitSt, ani 
noted tor tlie abode of hiany Qiristians, our traveller 
reached Dendera, the ancient Tentyra, oh the 17th, 
when he yras agreeably entertained with the sigb't 
of the noted temple ^hich is iccodnteti the most 
perfect remain of Egyptian architecture. Its form is 
an oblong square, two hundred feet by ofie hundred 
and fifty. A flight of steps in the niiddlle of th'e wall 
leads to a dark ^Uery that pas^'throisgh all tbb sides. 
Many of the columns letain their original ^position> 
and the painted hier6gl> ph\cs in rhb pitoMo^ knd in 
the gaileiy are in ekceilent pwfsfervatron. A casbef, 
supposing that treaKures Were conciealfed utidei* thii 
'mouldering edifice^ was employed irt the tintfe of otft 
European's visit in blowing up the walls. 

Continuirg his navigaitioh on the Nilebyih6on)i|ht, 
which rendered his pds^agie ektremely deli^itfia], Mr. 
Browne arrived the same night at Ghenne, ihfe ancfent 
^Ccenopolis, and frdm thence prbceedfed^ on 'the igtb^ 
to Kepht, or Coptis, where the ruins of its ancient 
buildings may fill a circumference cff two 'itiflSes. Se- 
veral sHiall granite columns are scattered over thb 
ground; and part of a bridge is visible at ^ small di- 
stance ; but it is impossible to kscert^inr the era of it$ 
'erection, nor is there any thing sufficiently striking in 
its formation to interest the curiosity of a spectator. 

Quitting Kepht, our author proceeded on the follow- 
ing day to the town of Kous, the ApollinopoTiis ParvS; 
jt is situated about a mile from the eastern bank of the 
Kile, and is tolerably populous, Towards the north- 
east Mr. Browne observed an andent giate, cfmbel* 
lished with a deep cornice and several emblematic 
figures. 

On the 21st he visited Nakade, where lip found a 
Catholic convent; and the n(!Xt day arrived at Aksor, 
the ancient Thebes, whefe he undefrstbod the inhabi- 
ILauts had retently tebelled against the authorify of the 
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Mamelukes, and ihnt ihe Troglodyte's of the cavTrns 
in the Thebaic district still remained tumultuous, and 
frequently assaulted the troops of the beys by firingr 
upon them from their recesses ; and wnen pursued • 
tliey would elude the vengeance of their enemies by 
a precipitate flight to the mountains. 

The massy and magni6cent ruins of ancient Thebes, 
the Egyptian capital, the city pf Jove, the city with a 
hundred gates, diffused on both side* of the Nile, are 
sufficient to fill tlie breast of every intelligent spectat<>r 
with aw6 and admiration^ while Homer*s animated de- 
scription rushes into the memory 5 *' Egyptian Thebes, 
in whose palaces^ vast wealth is stored $ from each of 
whose hundred gales issue two hundred warriors, ' 
with (heir horses and chariots/* 

Thi'se venerable ruins, which are probably the most 
ancient in the universe, eKtencl for about nine miles 
along the iXi lei their breadth eastward and westward, 
towards the niountains, is equivalent to seven miles 
and a half, and the river is about nine hundred feet 
broad ; the circumference of the ancient city may be 
therefore computed at twenty-seven miles. 

In sailing up the Nile, the first village within the 
preciiicts diat strikes the eye of the passenger is 
Kourna, on the west, w^ere the natives chielly reside 
in caverns. Next is the village Abuhadjadj, and a 
sn[^di district denominated Karnak, both on the eastern 
side^ and towards the south-west Medinet Abu may 
be considered as the boundary of the ruins. 
* The most considerable remains are situated on the 
eastern bank of the Nile, and are thus briefly described 
by our author: 

The great temple is an oblong, sqtiare buildiiig, of 
great extent, with a colonnade At each extremity 5 it 
stands in the district of Karnak, and its stones and 
massy columns are entirely covered with hieroglyphics. 
I'he temple of Abuhadjadj is the next in im{)ortance» 
and a variety of ruins appears around curiously marked 
with reiuaiDs of sphinxes and other figures. 
u 3 
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' figures of calcareous stone, that wiere apparently de- 
'Signed to represent a hian and a woman. Remains 6f 
- it ftiupendous temple are likewise observed, with ex- 
^ 'cftvatecl cavetns in the rock ; and the magnificent edi- 
^ £ce caded the Palace -6f Memnoti is well deserving 
the ^xapiination of the* curious. Many of the columns 
«re nearly forty 'feet i igh, Vind upwards of nine in di- 
ameter $ the Walls and columns ^fe decorated vithu 
Variety of hieroglyihics, *l'his ruin stands at Kourna. 
fienind the pahce i^ a passage that leads up the 
%nonniain to the sepulchral caverns that were con- 
•Atruciedfor the reception of the ancient kings. They 
^re^n hewn in the frefe* stone i^k, and are apparently 
formed upon one general |>1an, though di'fFering in tbe 
VormBarion of their rtspective parts. The entrance is 
by a ]iSateage of considerable length th^t opens ipto? 
.chamber, from which it branches out in twodlrecdonsi 
*the one leading to the large chamber, with a sarcopba- 
*'gus of red granite in the midst; and the other disco- 
vering several painted cells br recesses, where, amoDfe| 
a variety of figures and hieroglyphics, Mr. Browne par- 
* tibularly noticed the two harpers described by Bruce : 
Uhe paintings were in general in good preservation. 
i! On our author's landing; with his Greek attendant 
J. ■at* Kourna, he was surprised to see no other inhabitants 
'than twt) or three women, who were standing it the 
'inouth of one of their dens | and as he passed in queit 
\ of the Shech el Belad, to request a guide, one 6f them 
'asked him in Arabic, whether he was not afraid of 
' crocodiled ; he replied in the negative ; when she emt 
-- pbaiically said, " (fe are crocodiles,'* and proceeded 
. to describe her own people as ^ ferocious clan of 
thieves and n!iurderer8. They are indeed a dangerous 
.- people, essentially different in person to the other 
. Egyptians, and regarded with *horror by the people <Jf 
-Cairo, who informed our author, that if he •attemptcii 
.: to. land dmong them he would require a guitrd df 
twenty. men. This accouht^ bowerer, protwl to be 
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€9SiigSMm, 9M two guite, ^B%htfd him bytte Shcch 
el Belad were «tifficieift to ftrot^t him ftblii imuft 
«D'd molestatidt]. 

At thevilhi^ebf'BiiiytftisliDftHi^ ^ring, ^nd setti* 
^thehi aiie foiind in «fhe ^^meiglibcmrhood, The watdr cMF 
*ivhich is ^^rtecUjr «w<)et^ though dilTerem Awi (faat 
of the river. 

4l)dr fevcnrite we^iitKm8tu«it)eMrsit)ftwe)ii«eriRMlN 
teen feet in length, which are siktdeb and dead!/ ifi* 
struments in tlieir hands. 

Th(^ughjfbme'£urOt»ea(b mithors'^ire 4»f i))>ii}ion that 
Thebes was never iurfpuhded by a Wail, Mr. Browne 
Totfnd dUfficieiit ve^t^ to 'establish a^cotitmry belief. 
In Aie preicibets of the -gveat 'temple lA Aks6r is a 
sMallchamber, lined either wifh pcflrph/ry or red gra<p 
nite, froth, ttie foof of which ma} be seen tin insulated 
mass^ toward the south/that has apparently been ti 
*gate. Solbie other imperfect remains are ' visfble^ witb 
a telescope, under the same cri:cttmstaiioe5 in the dii^ec^ 
tions west and nOrth. From the fiituation of these 
ruins, precisely opposed (b each other,, at the three 
cardinal poiktts, it seems extremely probable/ that these 
'were three of the agates belonging to the ancient city. 

After spending three days in the' vicinity ofAksor, 
Mr. Browne resumed bis voyage-up rhe Nile on the 
96th of October, and on the following day arrived at 
Isna, the residence of the fugitive beys, whoareen* 
tremely poo^r and dejected on account of their long ex« 
elusion from the government. Ibe town is tolerablf 
extensive, and a similar temple to those of ThebM 
was discovered by our author^ who observes that it 
was in good preservation, but inferior in size to th* 
others. The inhabitants hate a ridiculous superstition 
among them concerning crocodiles, similar to that en« 
tertained in the West Indies. Tliey assert that these 
creatures have a king, whose iiesidenee is in the vici« 
pity of Isna, and who has'ears:but tio tail | they like* 
wise affirm that he is perfectly harmless, and some tf 
thetnwe bo)denoiii|0h to afiy tiiey iave fic^n bin. 



After* visiting a village c^lied Hillal, where some 
--relics of an ancient town were discovered, comprising 
two small dilapidated temples, a mutilated statue, and 
part of- a thick wall of unburnt brick, our author 
proceeded to Edfd, where he in^ipected a portico and 
the ruins of a temple ; and on the 30th passed tlie 
Gebel el Si^sili, o^ Chained Mountain, froni which, in 
ancient times, a chain was pas'^ed across the Nile. The 
rock, which is of free-stone, ,is embellished with se- 
veral sculptures. * 

Fcom hence Mr. Browne sailed by Kum Ombii, 
liberally the Ruins of Ombos, saw the teniple de- 
.«;;ribed by Norden, and on*the following day arrived 
at Asauan, the ancient Syene, where he found but 
iew remains of antiquity, and those seemed rather of 
Roman than Egyptian fabric. The modern town is in 
a ruinous state, and its population is very small. Its 
chief support arises from a^ small impost upon dates 
passing from I brim to Cairo. - 
,. \i 3. small distance from Assu^n are still visible the 
tombs. of tlie Mamelukes who fled from Selim on his 
invasion of Egypt./ Nearly opposite is an isle con- 
taining some remains of antiquity, among which a 
^tat^ of g^-anite appears, bearing a lituus iu each hand. 
Many of the present inhabitaiits have the Negro for- 
A^ation, hair, and countenance. At the distance of 
ilvree hours* walk from Assuan is the cataract, in Ar 
Shelal, or more properly Rapides, being only an easy 
descent of the river among several obstructing roc)£S 
ojf granite : the noise of its fall is scarcely audible. 

> In the vicinity of this cataract Mr. Browne observed 

figfpe- black rocks, but the distance prevented his as- 

, .certaining the nature of their substance. It is well 

. kju»yn that many of the engraved stones and ancient 

fitatues ill Egypt are of basjihes ; but as no quarries of 

this kind.have been discovered either in Egypt or the 

other districts of Africa, it is most probable they were 

dfawn^ thither/rom Ahyssinia. 

-Aftisr waiting thjr^e days at Assuan in hopes of pur* 



tdTDjg hi^ ihute up tfafe Nilb, Hit. Btb^Ub i&A th« ^o^ 
tificadoii to fitid thatii ^^i* had brokefi out tJ^tUls^tt^ 
the Mlimblukbs of U^per Egypt aM the casbef df 
Ibrlfn^ ^Lich totally stopped thte c^vahs, and pit* 

tberelbre becessitaced to aMAdob his Svouhtte h^p^, 
bf vtsith^g Abyssinia by this jrout6, and to ihihk bf )t« 
turning. He accordingly quitted Assute oh thb 4th 
oT November, ir)M pkssmg rltpi^y down tht5riVei-h« 
irriv^d in thh*e days at Ghehti& 

Oh his ttfte^n to this plads U^ YtsdISttA to ^ti^ 
lRst:un6sity by ah efccu^ion td Cossih, hotwlthstahd- 
Ing tlie fiRfeoouins inftsted tb^ YosA, aiid h\k tihdeilakii^l 
^6His ieitdetiiA eltrettiely d^iAgerous by t violent t{Mirm 
that had recently taken place between the nativi^ it 
Cdi^r kitA thb nid^ners of ati English vt^sel, the 
htfeir M Vbotn hM irashly fiitd on tfa6 toWh ah^ 
I:i31ed scfv^al indivtdttals. 

Having ^gr^ ^i^ ah Ar^ !br thi^e tl^omt^daHn 
^9 ^ ^t&mUttit, te accbrdh^y Jeft Ohenhi^. e'ar^ 
hi Hhe fti6rtwng, oh th6 «th of Ndvetobet, and aMvci . 
by the ro6st hor^m Vdute at the plae6 6£ dksstinatioa 
ohiih nth, abont tfoh-ti^. The principal hihabi* 
taiAst:6inj)li^6htiedliiniimh'is«i1vai; butair^etti^ 
to Ti^ahrine him with a shspicibus leye, "^lAfit io^jtk 
)p¥dbab]y fesuh frorh his inability to convarse fluent^ 
in Arkbid. Ati old ishereffr ih paitic\ilar» who had a6« 
quired an ihtiiitive^iscrihihiattob df diavabtts^r by hil 
!fire^ilent Visits to Mefcqa, Constanthid^le^ Bagdad, ahi 
6th^ parts of the Turtcidi etap?ite, pi^le^ed tilm With 
a variety of questions, and wotdd indisputably haV6 
disbdvipred hhn, had -not his scfrvant Jackity joined tlM 
conversation, and waived the siabjei^t. 

The dress and hhguag^ df the inhsftj^ahn of ^bal^ 
feem to appVoxtthaie to those of th^ eaKrerh shore df 
the Arabian Gtxlf Irather 'h^ tb those of the Egyp^ 
tiass. I'bey ^te armefi with a lahoe^ and a long 
crooked knife called the jethbia. tll^ir tiabW S 
Very small, didugh f^ipy au^^rtitea iff iVtvtipx$ 
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who are continually parsing and repasstog through 
tjieir town. They are provided with excellent hsh, 
but otherwise provision* are very scarce, as there is 
no cultivable land in the neighbourhood; even their 
butter is brought from Arabia $ and the only good 
water that can be prociired is purchased of the Be- 
douins, who bring it froni Terfowi, which is at the 
distance of three hours. 

Ihe commerce in coflfee is considerable; pepper 
and other spices are brought there free of duty, and a 
few Abyssinian slaves are landed th^re in their passage 
from Jidda to Cairo. The houses are Commonly built 
of day* and the town is altogether uninteresting to a 
traveller^ as it does not exhibit a single remain of an- 
tiquity. 

On the 13th of November Mr. Browne, quitted 
Cossir about half past seven in the morning, and pro- 
ceeded along the straight road to the village of £ir 
Ambar, where he d>tained some repose in the house 
of a civil peasant, and then continued his journey to 
Ghenne, which he safely reached in about three hours. 

During his return^ our author remarked that the 
'road, which was almost level throughout, had been cut 
with immense labour in rough and lofty rocks of por- 
{ihyry, that stiU environed it on each side, and exhi- 
Vited a grand and terjific appearance. In die route he 
tpok in going, he observed a succession of small struc- 
tures, which, from their formation and the marks of 
fire within. them, seemed to hav^ been originally used 
as signals. A chain of rocks consisting of red granite 
seemed to extend itself in a northerly and southerly 
direction; large rocks of porphyry, boihred and green, 
were likewise visibly } and the route might altogether 
.be said to unfold a treasure of marbles that were suf- 
ficient to astonish the beholder, and to deponstrate 
- th^t, if the quarries are again wrought ^ modern archi-* 
tecture may equal that ot the best ages of Gieece or 
Home in richness and durability of ocn^pjBOt^»:. . _ 

The coloquintida is found in great abundance near 
6 



/ 
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Btrambar and Ghenn6, but its value if so trifling at 
Cairo that the natives scarcely think it worth the 
trouble of gathering. At Ghenne is a mariufactoiy 
of earthen bottles and waler-jugs, which are prettily 
formed of a fine blue clay, convenient in size, and 
possessing the power of filtration in a peculiar degree j^ 
large jars are also nnade in a similar manner, and are 
highly estimated at Cairo, where the inhabitants pur- 
chase them witii avidity, in preference to the manufac-- 
tureof any other place. ] 

Having procured a small boat for his conveyance^ 
and two dervises for companions in his journey, Mr. 
Browne Heimbarked : on the second day of his jelurn, 
and after stopping at all the principal towns, without 
any new occurrence he arrived on the 21st at the 
city of Asfeidt, where he was afflicted with a severe 
fever, in consequence of his exposure to the sharp air 
in the road to Cossir and on tlie Nile t by taking^ 
, a powerful dose of James's powder, however, it war 
happily removed, and on the 30th he had regained 
Bufficient strength to set sail for Cairo. 

On his arrival at Benesoef, he landed, and expressed 
a wish to* proceed from thence to Feiume ; but finding 
that a Conveyance could not be procured without great 
difficulty, he relinquished the idea, arid rfesumed his 
former coufse till the 8th of December, when "he 
again arrived at Grand Cail-o. ^ 

Previous to his visit at Ghenne, two Greeks, who 
were going to seek theii* fortune, came to Kous, where 
some words unfortunately arose between them, and 
they were advised to repair to the cashef, as to -a propel, 
arbitrator of their dispute : they accordingly presented 
themselves before this officer, who was notfed for his 
violence of character, and Who, on finding that ihei? 
disagreement arpse on th^ subject of money, terml- 
natcS the hopes and fears of both parties by a barba- 
rous order for their immediate execution. * 

The 9t!{sort.of this terminattuci was considerably ag- 



K?at«4 in reding C^jpi and even tt^ pef«99« of 
vietiqas were ct^anff^, ^ it w^s there asserted thai 
Qur stutbor ^as cin^ of tl^e persons so inhun^ix noas- 
fs^q^d, a^^d thi|t ^c 9a^i)f f*8 inj|$ter wa^ a^ip^g-'the 
fjupnhjfr pf tliose wh9 M bpea dec^v^f Th^ aga 
iq ^hose d^p^qient |(Lqu^ ^^ ^Uus^tGd, WJ^o^e aJf^ 
|ccoui)t of t|ie «Vfnt, i^i^jth a soluble qomii^fpt, ^o^ an. 
cffi^ pf ^Dy reasoi)fblp reparation tcj thie Austnan con* 
i^li9^ C^irp, who w^ abput 19 for«|^ard jf t^^e ?ntish 
Consul at Alexandria, when Mr. fyoYfne ^n-iyed in 
tippe to pontr^dict th^ ii^Q^ral opinion. Tkp f^urder 
cf the iysrp ill-feted Grxsp^^ wa§ saici tp jenqin un-. 
Botjcec}. ' •' ' . 

^b;i:iou$ (9 vi^i^ ^^mni, a cjty distant ^)>out sixtf 
tP^Ac^ to rbe'^tlf-westy Air. Brpwf^e qi^i^ted Cairo 
pn thp ^8tb> and p|X9cee(l^d t^ tb^ ylllagje of ^o)cnap) 
^herp hft prpcufef} ^^ fjecomcnf^pd^tor^l^ teU^r froip ihp 
fh/ecb^ tp an ofiicer v^ho re^idjed fuictlvBr on iowan| ihf 
|o^t^ and ^'ho'inigpt proves ii^^i to nim on |»b.ipr 
troduction at F^eij^ni : he thep continu^ bis journejr 
tbrougli a' fine gro^p of 4^tfrt^^» fl?at Vpr$ ^r^iz^ 
py mpans of fpvpral' pst^rps, \8applte<^ lyiib. water 
.duriog fbp iocfiease pt jtbfi Nile$ pi^^pd ^ pf^^T^i 
^|}^iQg in t|)^ pK^^ '^^^ con^titut^ thp westerij 
jwD^di^fy pf Egjrpt, aii(J sbort)y aftej: ?rrfye^ ^t Tainieii^ 
Vj|ic|> i$ pljCj^^dy pt^spcljsd by ^ cap^ij, ?n(l fOfr 
founded with the ciieerful scenp p^i^ltjvatlon. 

This ^t,tJpto,vp is cj^ljBlji^ted for ap '^jt^Jlei^t tpa- 
'^^ctuti^ pf.jpplais, though its situation M so insecure 
1^ ^reqf^ntly to ovpfwJb/eTpi the naiiv/e^ .wi^,^!^ <?jW>- 
fjrt ,(Jis!tr|P/is, pn accou)iu ojf thpir ^toclfi^.y^Ichii/or- 
itMysiitfi^ by jtH^ wanderfing i^apa,? gO.d o^ine^away 
^th<Hit' fpy pQssibirity o;f redresp. T^4:ijg^.prpQp- 
"^^pgou^ tr|iy;euer*s yjisit, ^ ;rbbbaety h^d been xob^ili^ 
I ^ ^nsi^er^^ .api^Qunt/anid musq,u^ ' w,eri»'r^R^^- 
jUy di^c^ripd/tp (kc^ off a )«iall pany of ,ihe ^« 
iti who' stJIl VpijtinvSdio^e nAighbourbooJ. 



a^ Septjris, tfcp «P^ pf a )»pspUa)>le ^becft pf the Be^ 

This city^y^hich 19 ypwallqj, Htt toj.er?rt)ljr pppuloqt, 
is situated' on the principal canal leading from thi9 Nil^ 
IQ the J9k#, apd i^ sqrrounde4 with icvUiv^M4 grpPP^ 
and J8 cbanoing ?55Cjaa<)]iBgp of pr^l^ps, fi?ri»^r}y cel|^| 
brated for a fxofmQn of r^^e^ propagated i>y comlnuef 
layers, aud p/oducinjj ap excellem yose w;^er thglt wan 
purchased 'frith avidity by thep^tiYff ^y^rious ^qn* 
triiea $ but ,th<e cultiva^ipn 1$ hqi^ ^vidcotly 90 tji^ 4f ^ 
dine. The a^^^cejit fi^ldf 91% richly c]p|be4 vit)| 
wheat apd other gr^^in : th^ >'«^r i^ /eiiceUept, ai)i4 
provisiops tplejrably pl.ep|;ifuL The city contjjijp^ -,8^:4 
vera! oopsqu^s ap4 pKal9^ pjr public v^ar^hpusry; th^ 
]io|LM» 9r9jp9rtly bpiU of pphujiped ^rick and partly o{ 
•tone* the inhabitants are chiefly Mahoip^tAO^> and t^ 
gomr^menf « yeitvd ip 9 C9»hrf . 
; /U a jRD^ll dist^ncf^^ towards thp oprtl^^ arp th^ rnipii 
of an ^ncicpt town <^led JVX^^ipel fj^fv^, pjr CiJty of 
the Persians^ b^ the A^^^. Spip^ b.ro^P f^^ fo4 
hm9 wiMehe.rp pfijuied tp s^^jipp^ vitrijBup^ippi were 
allt> obse|rv94^ 9nd seeoxei to ipdHc^U^ ^ Aif^b gjbssr 
iRTork, apd spme jiM^ .res^.blji.t>;K those fyxmer}y Jiaai 
to coptain the d^d ibi^. ^r«lBrowoe is pf ppinipi} 
that this place i^ ttud ^cient A^$.VP.op. . /J 

Hairing dtvgte4 thrc^ id/ays tp the $atij9^4pUpo pf }ua 
eprigsity and neoetsar^ i^pfr^i^bcoppt ^i, j^ejto, oujr 
yutbor pipceeded towards the l4^> pp^ called B^t^| 
iiHitxjxa, bat ivht^ is in r^]ity the Mceri^ of^tra^ 
in4 JPtpMannr. lt$ ||pn^tb if iQop^putfid ^t^'betjf^ctt 
thh^ and forty i9iieSf ap^ jU (ire^dth att^e iricl^ 
part six m^tess the utpoost <9;i^tpBt ^ its firpuit p(i|^ 
ponsfKio^^ntl^ \>f m<^c^ iit n^pety cpil^. 0a f)m 
aouth .i|X»d potO^'P^st is ^ rqcky ;^^ ifk every ^pp^ 
ance priwcys^ : jp ^ ^.Jt^TcW V «>W^t )P/^t^ f^ 
sonae |sle^» wbeie there is ^ 9at s|p<i(|r ^ore^ l^/~ 
shpit,^ ^^hote appadri|ipe ipf. tfa^ pl^ipe in a 
adapted t^ f9it^mm «kMi^9 #\#ie Wk 
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imagined this lake to be the product of human art. 
The water is hnckish, and the fish raiher indifferent j 
yet several fishermen are constantly busied on t^e 
lAke in miserable boats, and contrive to procure a sub-» 
»isteiice. * 

The western extremity is under the jurisdictioiji of 
the Muggrebine Arabs, who suflrer no person to travel 
blither unless he is under their own immediate pro- 
tection. This information frustrated the expectation^ 
of our author, who wa^ anxious to visit some ruins 
that were said to exist there. The Arab shech of Abu 
Kissc affirmed that it would require four days to inake 
(he circuit of the Inke ; that there were no villages in 
hs vicinage, and that nothing could be procured but 
from the Muggrebines already mentioned. It is re- 
ported that hliman bones are sometimes found on the 
eastern extremity. 

Pursuing a south-easterly direction from Feium, Mr. 
Browne observed two small pyramids of unbiimt 
brick, and a passage through the mountain at Hawara ; 
he then passed the town df Illahon, where the inhabi- 
tants are chiefly husbandmen. He then returned to 
B^d5«, after noticing the channel of a large canal, de- 
nominated the Bahrbila ma, and a long deep cut 
flow called Bathen, but supposed to be the artificial 
Moeris of Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus. 
'Next day he passed the pyramids of Dashdr, five of 
which appeared successively, exclusive o( those of Sa- 
iarra. That of Meddn is built of soft free-stone, in a 
Singular form, but has apparently been very elegant. 
The top li no^r extremely broad, and woul^ probably, 
be* difficult of ascent, but oar author imagines that its 
Jnmmit was originally con\pleted by another squar? 
ftiat has been removed. The northern side has been 
fhateVially injured by the attempts of various, travellers 
to gain a'View, of the interior, \^hich is however en- 
filt'efysoWd. The base of this pyramid has been erro- 
•Ji€f6usly* described as a natura^l n)ck j but Mr^ Browne, 
* 6n'i^itiovmg thetUrtetrndin^ santiapd'exmniiyn^ the 
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comers, clearly discerned the cenifnVand ihe respec 
live stones to the very foundation. 
. Of the pyramids (^f Dashur, two of which are large 
and two small, the fourth h the most southerly, aivl is 
built in the form of a cone, tern^inating in an obtuse 
triangle. 7 he fac^s of these p)rrauiids are all directed 
to the four cardinal ppints of the con\pass j they have 
not the least appearance of any casings nor do thi$ 
stones point to the centre, like those of Jizg.. At « 
small distance is a pyramid of unbumt brijck, and a 
small one of stone, not (Completed. 

Ten of these monuments, of a superior size, exist at 
Sakarra ; besides a gre^t number of smaller ones, that 
have been frequently plundered for the ^purpose of 
Building, at Jize, Cairo, &c. and are scarcely distil^* 
guishable irom the surrounding sand-hills. > 

The two largest arc at the distance of two houcs an4 
a half from Ji/e, and are well knawn to all who have 
travelled in quest of Egyptian curiosities. In .that 
which has been opened, Mr. Browne found a great 
chamber, lined with granite, that was thirty-%ir feet 
five inches in length and seventeen feet two inches io 
breadth, containing a sarcophagus of the same materia} 
as the lining of the chamber: besides these were ol>« 
served a small chamber, eighteen feet nine inches JB 
iengih, and toventeen feet one inch in breadth ; .aHo 
an antich jhiber -, a main gallery ; a descending passage 
of one hundred and five feet one inch ; and a passage 
to the inferior chamber that measured one hundred 
and nine feet one inch. The general material in ibese 
edifices is a soft white, free-stone, replete with shells^ 
and the rock on. which they stand is of the same 
nature. 

Our author also visited r the pleasant site of the an^ 
cieni Memphis, on the left bank of the Nile, between 
the river and the mountains, and about two hours 
distant, towards the south of Cairo. The land is now 
richly clothed with corn, and embellished with tine 
date trees. No remains of antiquity are visible, except 



a ib#' pieces' ftt Sculpture J ^totie dnd 'Mtnt'hea^'dt 
hibbish. The spot Wft^ fottiA&rlj inrroUtiddd with n 
e^oal, ahd ^eetns dtdgelher a mbt^ eligible ^ttuatioa 
than that Of Caitd. IcS Extent might be marked bf 
the gt-oond whem teeb^tns are samettmeS dag up, 
iod which Is oret^6wh with a %6tt of thistitfr that 
litems to flourish j^altaHy ^ri^ong ruiti^. It Is must 
^tohv^iently vSsited frdiH the Coptie uidnastery (>£ Aba 

Of theMvMl ^i^lmlstdf Egypt in 6i»^eessive ngea, 
Thebes or DtospoHs ^^ti\s \<^ lay daim to the gf ea est 
if)tit)iiity. N^kt ^Hs Moitiphii, a venerable and an- 
aUiAt eiQr. Babylon. Which atts^tiing to iill aecoantt 
l^ft fdatidfed by the PettiAtiS, ^eernd to have been oiilf 
Ihe topitdl of A p&n tetaitied by thftt people ot\er the 
subjugation of £gypt to Cattib^'^eft. Aletatidria sue* 
Iceeded Mettiphis> ttlid teftiaitled the chief dty till 
OrAbd C&i»t> wlis foudded by the 8<iraceu5. 

On the iftt tff M^u^h, lyf^, Mr. Btowne Quitted 
CAko ki Company with ja kl^« tamvsla, con^stiugof l 
llttftdMd and fiay pestdoS, ttkid two hdndi^ed <:amel^ 
In oiiAe^ to proei^d td Sti«ft. The rodd tuay be de* 
fteHbed aa iiearly dtie Ul&ifbnii ptaih, ingi^ierlil haul 
Mi ixselty, ityMigk ocis&»k)iMl4y I'trkA wtth patches of 
ieep ^nd. Us tiie <Xtt&els wet» permtttted to br^w^^ 
uri^dttt ^Aei^tatiit opoti ih^ v^ure tKat larts lightly 
^Hakhd <ifvi» the Daseft, tite jooirtiey wi& bat aiowlf 
iMiMlact«d. The mcr^ngs dad evenings tvtm rather 
cold, though th« lK»av8 tof noon ^eltt edmtnonly luittf. 
On the thir4 day a ^^wet of rain deioetided, iti xfiii* 
•e<{ci«nee i>f the «dmk-weftt wiftd haVing subsided, an! 
C(N«dM6df&H ojg^ifduf hours Mda^oaxter. Thoo^ 
#o]Be £uropt«nns have errooeoasly supposed that m 
t»iiv ^9 in £gy)ii> oor author observes^ thtt showery 
moBiAitt wUl 'someiiAaes prevail to a we<^ togetlsar H 
AtoKaifidriaj ^d that he has tometimeaaeeti raia at 
Ciifo. la Upiier £g>'pt8hiitvets4ireeatmmdy ftse^ 
#Dd OBlyoae wi v^aAe hecontiaaied in tbatiMiaitiy. . 

A^ter ia tedious ppogresn of .^we day) tbe cacaiM 



arrived at Suez., which our author describes as a suaall 
towD, bulk chiefly of unburnt brick, except a few of 
jhe mosques, which are of stone. Its population com- 
prises Mahometans and a few Greeks. Us chief article 
pf trade, is coffee, and its only apparent fortificatioa 
consists in fiome old cannon, that are in all pjobability 
unfit for service. The sea is extremely shallow near 
the town, yet there is a small yard for shi|jjbuildingi 
where Mr. Browne obsened two vessels m an im- 
perfect state, besidas four three-masted vessels at a 
small distance, with ten others of various descriptions, 
and several large boats without masts. The Arab 
method of ship-bui^ling. says Mr. Browne, is very sin- 
gular. The natives are ignorant of the art (Tf bending 
limber, and consequently none of them are crooke<J 
but what are formed so by nature. They are very 
slender, and where the upper apd lower ribs unite^ 
thPy pass by the side of each other. 'I he largest of 
the ships in, th^ neighbourhood of Suez at the time 
of our author> visit, was intended for the Indian tradej, 
and the rest were designed for traffic to Jidda. 
. Ejj^lusive of oysters, and some other of the shell 
iind, Suez is but indifferently suppHed with tish ; that 
(tif the best kjnd seldom •coming higher than Cossir. 
Meat is generally scarce j bread extremely bad ; mill^ 
land butter purchased in small quantities of the ArabSi?} 
«nd water bought by^the skin, of the same people, at 
a considerable price. 

A mount of rubbish exists in the vicinity of Suez» 
,where the ruins of Areinoe may yet be distinguished. 
The spot is now denominated Kolsum, where sonae 
If mains are visible of a stone .aqueduct that originally 
communicated wiih Bir Naba. Petroleum, which i^ 
esteemed as a cure for braises, &c. is brought to Su^ 
from a rock on tb« African side of the gulf. I* 
crosssing tl^is gulf, near the .entrance pi Sue?, boats 
are, commonly used at high water, but at other tinn^s 
it may b^ forded by either camels, horse^^ or me«, 
with the greatest safety*. /^ 
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fnthe'dhtalit^ ptats oftht ^jaMft itii, Iffr. 9A«tie 
fecoviered t -tfp^ctek df weed, <whkb, ^hig of 4i h«^lft 
ted Col<iar a(tad« spongy ^oaltty^ feippeiiired in the sutt* 
riihie exactly like caral. Thoti^h tinable to team iti 
Jkrab'rc name, c(r tiie purpose to wlMck it aay be ap» 
propriated, 6Qr aifthor is iocHoed to imagiiie tixat it 
tnay have given the recent name to this fiea> if it ^Ttt 
found in gteAt quafntutiea at a former period. This 
was utidotxbtedty tlie Arabian Gulf <if the andents^ 
whose lied Sea vas Ae Indiana Ocean, tusA the weed 
fliludiexi to tn^ probahly betbe siiph of the IWnewt , 
from v(^hence their name of the aea might h&ve arisen. 
The shores «re sprinkled with a ^eautrful variety oF 
idieils, as are also those of Maadie in the neigbbenr« 
hood of Aboulcfr. 

At Sues our author passed the ford en the «th ft 
March, and proeeeded at irst alet^ a bari^en ^sotatg 
and then through some pleasam and fertile vales em« 
hellished wi^ a variety of shmba and d^^ trees, and 
hounded by mountains df ned granite, till the I4tb, 
when he arrived at Tur, where the Greek priests df 
a snsall convent patmed out a spot where a diurch 
« said to hffve be^ buried, and miracuk>ns fvbu^es fn* 
gently heard ; but mi visiting the place, merely in 
expectation of some natural pbsenomeoon^ Mr. Browne 
affirms that he fouad nothing. 

Quitting T^on the I8ih, he ^xnitintied his reufla 
till the moniing 6f tlie 22d, when he reachf»<l the mo* 
eastery of Sinai, whicii is large, witha good garden, and 
a suh^raneous passage. A amall mosque is ere^^ted 
within the waMs for the cqnvemence of the Arabs. 

The mountain now :beariag ilie appellation of Sinai 
'IB very lofty and abrupt > on the norihera side of it 
<rar author observed sotne anow. The whc^ is a ie« 
vnarkable rock, of red granite, diversified with patches 
«of soil, that have been 'either brou^ thither isf 
human iadustry or washed down by the raia. These 
apots produce almond taees, :hgs,.and ^aes ; while iu^ 
aumerabie riila of water gush *fraia vanooa apertures 



IB tht pitdpiM^ and mestnder pleasairify. among the 
little gardens. Sinai^ sayt Mr. Browne, has tw6 
iDcmnitB, the one resen)bitng Paniassus, the scene of 
iiupiration, and the other known by the name of St* 
Catharine ; the latter is the highest, and may probably 
be the Sinai from whence Mose3 descended with the 
Deealogue. 

After contemplating the beaqties of this remarkable 
place, and observing from the nKiantain the eastern 
gttif of the Red Sea, our author returned to Sues, and 
fpom thence to Cairo^ without any occurrence that was 
worthy of mention. 

At the moment of Mr. Browne's return from As* 
cdaa lo Assist, the caraVan of Jekbs from Dar For^ 
called tlie Soudan Caravan, arrived at £lwak, when 
they aftirroed that at the exphation of two montha 
they 6hea4d return home. Their delay, however, was 
protracted durmg the residue of that winter -, and it 
was not till March, 1793, that they quitted Cairo for 
d»e Upper Egypt. i 

Tbe necessaries for their journey wesa-oollected but 
slowly, and our author employed his titne-dumg theic 
stay in drawing intelligence ^om vaiioos quarters re-^. 
iatii!<e to his passage, and 'such tilings as might b«imost 
prodently taken wi^i him. The persons ck whom ha 
re^jnested such information gave him ao intimatioo: 
of that asperity which so strongly marks the conduct 
of their- countrymen towards aChristian. The kite 
sultan of Ftir bad indeed been ^vmtHy faxad for thft 
aiildaess ofhh dispo6itioe« and dbe kindneas of hb be4. 
bavioUr towards persons of every descriptioo ; 'but m 
snxmgn* reason £tx the silence of the Funans might be 
this : A native of Soudan is always the OQOst servile uoi 
nbf«qnioiis cFeatum «f the human raOi;, at Cairo^ 
whei>e 'he treats a Christian with nearly as much ret: 
spect as one of the ^^ahometans -, in his own country,, 
however, 4)e repays with interest th<^ contempt that baa . 
^0 shown Mml:^ the inhabitantoof Egypt. . 

Having embarkol on the NUe« Mr^ i^nawneiel nut 
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firom Biddc oo the ;2lst of April, aud onthe^i^tb 
day arrived at Aisidt, after a passage that was ren- 
dered unpleasant by Contrary wukIs. His first care 
was then to provide camels for his rdute^ as they were 
exceedingly scarce. At lengtii however he purchased 
fiv^ for about the sum of 6a/. sterling; made up his 
provision of food for the journey, and after a delay of 
6fty days departed in company wkh the caravan, 
which had now assembled. The weather was ex- 
tremely sullry« and conse(]aentIy unfavourable to tra- 
velling; but the Soudan merchants, notwithstanding 
their indolent disposition, esteem the variations of cli- 
mate unworthy of their attention, when profit is con* 
cerned, and long habit has familiarized them-wi^i heat 
in such a manner, that what would completely over- 
potver the inhabitant of a northern nation is no serious 
motive with them for the remission of their labour. 

I'he route taken by this caravan was by Sheb and 
Selime, from whence .they crossed the Desert in a 
south-westerly direction. On the 25th of May they 
encamped on a mountain above Assiut till the 28tli, 
when thev pnKeeded by short stages to Elwah. 

1 he Jeiabs usually pay at the rate of about a patacke 
for each camel, to the '^uggrebines, for their protec- 
tion, or rather for forbearing to plunder them. This tri- 
bute was however refused by our author, who ^illeged 
that he was only a stranger employed on business to 
tlie Sultan, and consequently not of the number of 
merchants who regulaily tr<»dcd to Soudan. This re- 
fusal occasioned a slight dispute, but the Arabs tinaily 
retinqutshed their demand. 

hi the camels were loaded heavily, the Jelab^s tra* 
veiled slowly in detached parties, till the 31st of the 
month, wh.li they came to a high rocky mountaia 
' called Gebel Rumlie, whicb seems to constitute the 
wall of t'gypt and the tastern boundary of th^ Low 
Desert, wtiere are situated the Oases. It consists of 
ax coarse tufTi; its road seems in many places to have 
Jceen opened by art, yet it is so rugged and di%i;>. 
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^deMtfiif, tliat the travellers were ^ full \Sowrm reach-L^ 
ing ihe bottdm, while the camels stiflfercd gready be- 
neath f Mr heavy, burdens, and W€$te frequently iu the 
diost imftiioent^nn^ of fallmg. 

llie view froni the suramtt of this r^ek lost itself 
ki a spacbus valley, consisting chrcfty of recks and 
^fld, but occasfonally diversified with small clunips of' 
date trees, and other n^arks of vegetation. . ' , 

Having gained the plain, it was judged i ♦xpodient 
U> onload the camels, and alk)w thenv some re^ till 
«lie moming 5 when foor h^jow and» half were eaa^' 
ployed in passing from the footirf the mountain -ife^ 
ijile IMii, the fh-st place thai avoids a supply of watery 
add llie northdm extremity of the Great Onsia. 

Ftwn hence they proceeded ^ jrtJDut eigbt lionrs^ 
over a waste conntrj', to Gbaqe, %hen the leader of the' 
cararan tbought fit to notify hk af^dich «o the town- 
liy beat of drums, a discharge of smaM atwis, shouting, 
Md other tokenfr of joy. At? Cbaf j^ ^bere is a gtndv 
€a officer, and another at B«ris,' tooth belonging to^ 
Ibrahim Bey el Kebir, towbom these village* apper-^ 
tarn J and to tb^m % fnthisted the leaw efalbbuainesa 
that relates to the caravans during th«9tf stay «he»a 

On the 7tb of Jnne the tratdlew lesuroed thei* 
joomey, and after.a match of 'sijtih^uri over anotiiei^ 
dreary space they rea(;hed the Village Bulak> wlierei 
the houses aiFe only small piece* of gfXH\nd inclosed 
with a clay wall, and nsudUy cfestitote of any ecu 
Bering. Bulak, however, aftonJis a godd stipplf of 
water, and its inhabitants; contrive to piwcure a si^ 
ristence by the tele of their dat^Si ^- "^ no.:); 
■ Having devoted 6ne day to restand refteshmeot at 
tbift place, the travelled protiecded through B^irteantl 
Mnghess, till the morning of'the UOth; when they 
arrived at Sheb, whose name im|riies that ' k produces 
4 considerable quantity of native alum. J3y digging: 
io the depth of a few feet in thesand^ a tolerabte sup- 
ply of vi'ater is here' obtained, llie general -^surfeca 
of tt* ground abounds with ai reddisfea stone;< and' id 
many places argillaceoaa earth is visible. This part is 
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trequetitiy infested w tb an itinerant tribe of ArabK« wlla 

come hither from the neighbour hoi^d of t lie Nile^ 

Uu the 23il our author cauie to Selime, which i* 
a sihhU verdaut spot, pleaJMutly skuated at the foot of 
a riilge of rtx:ks» that are of no great height or cxttent. 
It a^brd^i the inftst excellent water of any {>lace on 
the route, but yleld.^ no vegetable, fit for ti>e support 
of either man or beast, though the eye is agreeably 
relieved fro;n the* dry sterility of the ciiXHiiBijaceat 
surface. A small building, consinting of loose stones, 
has been erected at Selime, most probably by some o( 
the wandering tribes who cross the Desert ia ail direc- 
tioiis J but the. Jelabs affirm that it was originally the 
residence of an Atna^onian priucess named Selime, 
who^ariBed with a baitle*axe, bow, and quiver, ati4 at- 
tended by a large number of followers, inspired all the 
inhabitants of Nubia with equal terror and veneration. 
/ From hence the caravan continued th%ir march to 
Leghea, where wacex' is scarce, and uni>alatable when 
fou.d. The camels were now extremely weak and 
jaded, and the merchants were at a loss respecting the 
road, though several of tlsem had traversed this desert 
ten or twelve lin^. 

• Quitting Leghea on the 2d of July^ after .sutiBring 
gfeat iacoQvenience froma southerly wind, that i:aised 
tHe dustt in clouds and almost^ stopped the powers of 
respiration, they resumed their joniney, and on the 
Sih arrived at tlie Bir el Maloa, or Salt Spring, the 
vicinity of which is remarkable for the production of 
white solid Matron, that becomes hot on iiiiinersion in 
water, and discharges a great portion of its air. The 
Jt^labs usually carry it in small quantities to Egypt, 
where it /fetches a considerabe price, and is appro- 
priated to the purpose of making snutF. 

:,At"Uje :well our. author met with some natives of 
Zegha-wa« ^ho are stationed there occasionally to sup* 
ply ilie-caravaiis with prpvistons and other necessaries, 
at- , ft [thrice thai is sutiiciently exorbitant to remunerate 
tli^rp^ives iof the fatigue of a ten days journey. Their 
ailA$:ie^. x)i^ irafticovere now peculiarly grateful, to the 
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trav«]ft»rs> as the original' stock of provisions had 
proved^tnsuiBcient^ and many caitiels Iwd perished on 
the road. 

The n«ighbourhooci of the Bir el Mallia is some- 
times infested by a wandering tribe, called Ciibba 
Beech, who rapidly traverse the Dchert on the su ifiest 
dromedarfes, and gain their subsistence from the phin- 
derofthe defenceless, They are not, however, pro- 
vided with fire-arms, and therefore seldom venture 
to attack so numerous a body as that which composed 
the caravan. - 

After a stay of four days, our adtbdr and his com- 
panions travelled with little interruption -till the 20rti, 
when they formed an encampment on a spot called' 
Medway ; but as this place was destitute of water, 
they ^ere compelled to purchase^ that needful article- '- 
of the Mahrea Arabs, tt-hom they met with wicker 
bstskets of so close -a textufe that they are- used for the, 
conveyance of either milk, water, or any other liquid.- • 

On- the 23d thfy came to tlie Wadi MafrtSk, or the 
first springs witWn the limits of Fi\r, but they were 
80 much annoyfed by a species of white ant^ that built 
its covered way to every thing within the tents, and 
by the increasing rains, which now began to inwndate 
the valley, that they were compelled to abandon tlieit 
camp, and seek a shelter in the adjacent village of 
Sweiui, where Mr. Browne* resided for several days 
in the house of a principal merchant who was es- 
tablished in the country. 

A melek, or governor, under the sultan of Dar Fdf,- 
geoerally resides at Sweini, and there all strangers- and 
merchants of every description are. obliged -to wart till 
tlie pleasure of the sovereign is announced with respect^ 
to their disposal. As our author, however, entered 
the country under considerable exceptions froiil the ^ 
general rule of t/aders, and might rather be called^ ac- 
cording to the Arabic custom, «' The king's stranger," 
lie expectc-d to receive permission immediately to pro-> 
ceed to the royal residence; bat as 'several oiisrepre^ - 
seBtatioDs concerniag him -had reached the s titao> aod^ ^ 
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coQse£]ueQtlr manacled the 'hands of ibe m^ieic, wiib 
whom he frequently nenioQ^fttrated, he ^oifmd hifnsdf 
detained without the least probability of knofi'ing the 
lieason, and therefore fesolved to copy die eMmpie of 
ihe Jelabs, and wait the event with patienoe. ' 

The house he was in coosiated of a mxmkm ^ae<- 
l^arate apartn^ents, boikofclay^ and covened s^teii a 
slanting thatcbed roof^ bnt unprovided with dpfira. All 
who could find place in it were pernutted hy ih9 }mi^ 
pttable owner to lodc^ them^Ives without distioetioa ; 
^and here the Jelabs continued for about t«ii da|^ 
srlien they all rec^ved permi^uon kom the suJtiiii to 
proceed to their fespective hpuses, on pqyjqg the ces« 
!Comary duties. 

As the circumstances sHttendtng cm iravelfer wftt 
peculiar and as ma'ny serious disadvantages could not 
have been well avoided or foreseen^ be has givi^i the 
follpwing relation t9 the public, under the idia <]f lea- 
dering an acceptable «ervice to other tmreUei^. 

" Previous to nay departure from Cairo^ I was ap- 
prised that all e^mnierce in Dar Fur was condocicd 
by means of simple exchange ; I jLhQre£6r« $oQght ior 
fa person who might transact this bustoess ^mt me 
with soo^e degree of probity, aes my entire igppranfi^ of 
^he articles fit for hift^, a<nd tli^ appliqatioo of my 
fniud to other object^, wisre sMfficiont r^^oms ito deiU^ 
ffks from acting as a ti^dex aayself. 

'* A person was^aco^rdin^ly recommended <o me a^ 
Cairo, in whom I frequentty ob<;erv«d k^eemoess* bl^ 
no fraud, and in geoeral that absoijute di««rotion ip the 
<wUL of his superior for whicJn his iminlry»aux' ace ait 
jieast e;r/emo% remarkable. 

'' Shprtly aft^r ovht jjiepartnre, bPweKer, bis f>bsc.- 
jquipus b^viour was transformcid ititp i^snlt. wi disr 
jjl)iedit5iwe, and on our arrival at SwfiW he -ppojrived 
io sen(i one of hi« assoc^tes to the aulta^** in ,01^ 
•to kec^p me from his presjeppe, and' tp .4etafi m^ ilxodtY 
^ineitence of my •pnter:ifig jthe icpuHitry mtir- f^offnp ini- 
j|ttiiou8fHf|)Q^; ^ ,the s0f»^ ti^, $h^ viHai«> jbun- 
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'ef TDj nmnentaqr absence^ :to take ifron^ one of xny 
•boxes, diat had l>eeaa brokea ttpon the xoad, a quaotitf 
0f red coral, by tbe beip of lUKhkfa commofl^ iie txr 
pected to make bis way with Ihe^reat.** " ■ 

In Goiieeqaencecf this dilaiioua pfocedure ki Mr. 
Bro.wiie!s:servant> a person arrived at Ins lodging wtth 
a specious letter^ impressed with Ite sultanas seal, cr*^ 
•dering that no person should presume to detain or 
molest bhn tiU he arrivBd at the heuab of ihrahira di 
Wohaisfaiy in Cobhis, where he i«as to continue till 
further topders should be issued for bis adaat^nee at 
court. 'Lhoogh oaraustbor was at that time igDoranrt 
of the plot, he thought it &Lir&oa^ mngular that an 
order shoidd he^sent for the laoteclion of his |>erson, 
while itoUigedhnnto confine hitpself to ixne paiticulv 
spot. He was^ howei^tf, unpeovided oveo ^Hb the 
means of lemonstian^^aad theFe£bre kiiew that sub- - 
mission was unavoidabie. 

JHis situation was how tnalgr pitiable, ivbile he Ian* 
guisbcd in the most cruel suspense mtbout aoy ap- 
parent sign of a lemedf ^-^nahaekii fnom his fiteuis^ 
separated from his Egyptian iieqfaatotance,.aDd negarded 
with horror by the mistaken devotees of the country, 
who viewed Aim as an infidel, and his cwapkxum as 
either a sign of disease, a mark of '^«ine indignation, 
.or .tbe most unequivocal .proof of iBferiorlty of species. 
Such ideas had closed ^vsry heact against him, .averted 
tb-j wonted hosptttalitDT ot the natives, and dnfiamed 
their personal pride and intoleinnt aeal. 

Thus unsettled in has oMrn mind, and persecuted by 
.an igoarant race, our author confesses that he hegan 
to .grow impatient, and .on the fourteeQ!t& day afkr 
Jits arrival the .agitation jof isis :spirits comniunical^d its 
pemicioos inflften^e to his state of health, and brougiit 
•on a" violent .feaen, attended with extreme pain in the 
tead, and a leii|patif y delirlnm. This was succeeded 
i^ a d^ntet^ that ^continued for two days, and fen*- 
-daBcdhimuoab)e}tb assist himself. Kortuiitttefy>.hov- 
levec; he hadObieffBiihaicelQrreflect^.th^iif.fi^ titi 

roL. xu. Y 
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a] invents .there to be procured^ scarcely any cou^ be 
found that. were not peniicious, and he therefore con- 
tined himself, after the iirst attack, io the use* of bark 
aod water,, which be drank in large quantities. 
. At the expirattoti of a month the symptoms began 
to diminish, and Mr. Browne ag^in requested leave to 
visit the sultan, but the desired permi^ion only served 
to increase his suiierings. The rainy season wa& in- 
deed at an end, but the air still continued insalubAous, 
which, together with extreme abstinence, fatigue^ uiid 
anxiety, served to renew the malady^ ^ndio incapacir 
tate*him during several months from all persotial *^^ 
ertion. At length, however, the increasing heat of 
summer began to meliorate the air, and to prodMos i 
regular tcanspiratiou, when he 6^gan to revive, aod 
soon gained some degree of strength. . 

On his arrival at £1 Fasher/ he was introduced to 
the melek Misselhm, one of the principal, nrinisier^ 
Though ignorant arid illiterate in the extreme, he had 
a peculiar quickness of apprehension, and gaiety (if 
temper had rendered him acceptable ajt co^irt, where, 
bur author observes, he appeared raiher as a bt^ooo 
than a minister of states r^ 

He received the. European with a rude state oi 
stupid astonishment, that was immediately J())lowed by 
a smjle of mingled scorn andi ave^htoi^. He was seated 
on a mat, under an awning of cotton cloth/ with some 
other of the royal attendants, who entered int6*c>ji- 
versation on the person, character, aod uiteiVtipns ol 
the stranger, partl^ in their vernacular idiom and partly 

, in Arable A .wooden bo^d of polenta and another 
of dried meat were then served up to them, of »:hidi 

. ourauthoi* refused to partake^ 9s his indispositioa liad ^ 
tQtally. deprived him of appetite. When they had^- 
tisBed themselves with their repast^ they asked a niunr 
ber.of ridiciilous questions conceming Europe, many 
df whi^hwere prudently waived by. our. author, and 
to others' he g^ve such replies as h|p jt^dged the mpst 
sati,s£iicto^y. He th^Qhii^r^P<i^K^i^ 
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iniportanoe fo himself, aud informed tfare mdefc that 
l}e had travelled from a far distant country to Cairo^ 
where be had' heard the ktng^ Abd el Rachm:;n» mach 
celebrated tor his magnificence, power, justice, and 
hospitality ; tbat ut conseqaence of this he had un« 
dertaken lo visit Dar Fiir, from motives of curiosity 
and to foroi a collection of tnedicipai herbs, siippobin^ 
Bis person would have been unmolested, his pro{>erty 
secure, and that permission would have been granted 
lor him to have gone wherever he might have thought 
proper ; but as h& had been unhappily deceived in all 
his expectations; he now ventured to ask redress for his 
grievances / and protection for the fuHire.' He then 
requested permission to go to Sennaar, in ord^r to pro* 
ceed to Habbesh ; entreated that three or four persons 
might be sent with him, as an escort, to the I rentiers 
of Kordofan ) and concluded by observing, that he'had 
a small present for the sultan, consisting of such ar- 
ticles as the nature of his circumstaoces permitted him 
to bring. 

To this address the melek answered, '* Merchant, 
.you are Welcome to the Dar. The sultan is kind to 
siiangers, and has ordered a sack of wheat and four 
sheep to be sent to your lodging. At present it is 
impob-siblie for you to pass through Kordofan, as the 
king has a great army there > but when the country 
shAd be in nubj^ction, he will grant your rei]0est. 
When you are admitted to an audience, you will only 
hav^e' to explain the nature of your grievances, and they 
will t>e immediately redressed." ... 

1 he ht>ur of prayer was tiow announced j when the 
officers ccMnhsenced their religious ablutions; and Mr. 
Browne retired to bis tent 

Atier this visit, our Author suffered so severe a relapse 
3$ lo- fae^uiiabie to perfoi in the common offioss of iife^ 
and even to . suppose* that it was drawing to an end; 
WJie^never any symfttom of ameiidmein appeared; he . 
sent word to the meiek that h& earnestly wished to b(^ In- 
troducexi to the stjitan-, atidtbeu tabedi^fnissed as's<Ani 
y2 
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M poMfbltf. N«> teptf wflB voocbssftd tk> Airinessaefr; 
but the following day the melek visitwlllie invalid^ 
with several attendants) jnd desired to see the mer* 
thsndise that was brought fou Gaiv(» Wiib reapeoC 
to part of the 9rtic\m, as aplcochd hahtlim^qlv <^* 
m^ec) for the king, 99c,, Mr. Browne readily aa^sfied 
his cunositjrf bat he insisted oa.naroimng the can* 
tents of 9 small chesty whivkoaataine4^ nambtr o€ 
articles that were eilbar uecfol to oixraQtkoa^ ev ia^ 
tiBiided for pareseiUfs at Sennaar^ or whefever else, he 
anight bo awe to penetrate. A poftiaivei mfiual wac 
^i^re given upon tbis^ point ; but oort^he offioer*^ 
attempting t» break openxtke boX| AU Hamad^«tl» 
Ifkacheroiis £ictor» with bia aeeost^inBed: i^^ai^, pf»^ 
iiioad diekay, and sobmlrted the artielea in^m^tiia, 
to the ine)ek*s examinatioo. Sevetal of the fagmlUtMi 
immediately dia^peared; some £oglish ptatofe.wcnr 
reserved, to be taken by the soltao at the valuaitian of 
kla own senranti $ and the teteacopes^ booksi. and wear* 
log apparel of our author were gracioudy left kani, 
etidiiintlj' because tb^were legarded as Uiiii^af no 

• ^Next day the proposed vahiadoik waa nadei> not- 
withstanding the warmest remoustiancea oo thi^^part 
^oi»f44'aVener, when a few actieles were tistimataitat 
• (bdir n^al ^alue, but nxMt of them were sm^fyc bebw 
^ it« A pair of doable-barrelled pistols, siliner moonted; 
which had eo|t twenty goinoas in London, waa vahaed 
at btie sla?o, or fifteen piarHre&f when Mr* fiao^na 
oxtkimed, that if their object waa ^Kmder, aadimat* 
'^rs of barrio and sale were eonductedJn tb^ country 
Ijjiy fcff^ iiistaad of cooaent, it would be much better 
^to'sei^'the whole, without the rkBeulous form of ^a 
purchase; > No person then voiiehsaiM him an laDswer, 
:bist oti the morrow be leceiaed two camels as a emu* 
'pensationibr his ungenerous usage. m 

i Ha^ng been expoaed during fifteen day» tjt>^M9t 
Vafiatioii& of temperature, frequently irritated' ^riXi 
tteattaoant/ and so totally^ disregarded rk$% fm conld 

8 
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scarcely obtain sufficient Whter to save bim front perish- 
ing with extreme thirst, our anther judged it expedient 
to return to Cobb6, where the sheher of a day house, 
and some degree of privacy, might possibly tend to tb<^ 
restoration of his heahh aiid spirits, hie accordingly 
hired two Arabs, and, with the camels that had b^n 
given him and the few articles that remained t>f his 
property, he arrhred on the third day at the house 
where he had received the sultan's letten 

DuriYig his residence at Cobbe he attempted to cul- 
tivate the acquaintance of the most ooasiderabje inha- 
bitants, and as they became habituated, to him his si- 
tu^ion became less «iistre#ng. By ironstantly study- 
ing the dialect of the country, which differs greatly 
from the vernacular idiom of Egypt, he frequently ob- 
tained much amusement from listening to the legal ar- 
guments of the people ; their arbitration of particular 
di«:putes ; and their mode of conducting a bargain, 
which somt'times lasted for several hours. The sultry 
hrmrs of noon were usually devoted to the society of 
the graver men, who usefl to sit and converse under a 
shed erected for the purpose ; and though their dis- 
course was seldom enlivened by witty remarks, or ren- 
jdered instructive by profundity of observation, it was 
always carried on with good humour, and served to 
banish many unpleasant reflections from the mind of 
the strangef. 

The following summer, 1794, our traveller resolved 
to gd and reside near the sultan, as he might then have 
dn opportunity of imploring redress (or his grievances, 
and at the same time press his request for permissiou 
to pursue his journey. He therefore quitted his lodg- 
ing and proceeded to El Fasher, where be obtained a 
temporary accommodation in the house of a native ' 
damed Mosa, wh<.m our author describes as the most 
worthy and amiable character that he ever met with 
' among the Mahometans. Though no motive whatever 
would have induced him to eat out of the same plate 
with a CafFre (ibe V9vae here given to an fmropean). 
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he waft EirictljP obeervaat of die i^tes <^ JiiOipitiditjr, and. 
suppli«d hit lodgtr with an flmpto provision of food 
every day from bis kitch«o. He frequi^ntly observed 
tfciit it v^as a precept of hit iaitb to detest tb« person of 
^n unbeliever^ but that he waa neither obliged to m« 
jure 8>ich an one, nor sheold be tbiok bimaelf excusable 
in attempting si. 

Aa the iiie!ek Misellim was bow employed by his 
sovereign in the south* Mr. £rov^ne was placed be- 
neath the protection of the tnelek Ibrahim* a man of 
about sixty years of age* tall of stature> but not ath« 
letic* and rather characterized by the roughness than 
the eipression of hl^ feati^es. His hair is entirely 
gray* the motions of bis body ungraceful, and his man* 
ners totally unpolished. His understanding, however* 
and sagacity, seem well adapted to bis station* which 
is one of the greatest in $he empiric, in nciatteis of 
faith he is ai) intolerant eatht^siaftt; but io private con- 
cerns* or any thing that does not afiect the prevailing 
superstition, h'*s jiklgment is cool* and genei*aily guided 
by sound prudence. Avarice is his predominant pas- 
sion ; and, notwithstanding his in^mense reveou^e* he 
possesses so little of ArabuMi generosity* Uiat a person . 
is accounted unfortunate who goes sypperle^siohis 
evening council. - Halving tiever seei) an Eiu'opean* he 
regard^ our' autlK^ 'm much the same Jight as the 
dwarfish Goitres of the Alps are contemplated by the 
inhabitants of Fxapee or £^glan4^ Pro^ hU discourse 
it appeared that he regarded the Franks as a si^al^ 
tribe* cut off from ^ rest of mankind by their siqgu- 
]arity of complexion and dreadfiil impiety. 

On our author's introduction to this singular charae^ 
ter* he was wekooM^ by the njiali^* assured of r^^dress 
for iiis.nist grievances* .and proo^d prjpteqtion {qh 
Ibe future ; hixi it see^is this laogt^^g^ was a pi^r^ com* 
plimemi, is return for ^ present that was brought b/ 
Mr. Srowne} as during three iponths he was qever 
to be seen* unless our traveller obtruded bi^nselif op 
bia fiotice^ aod. eveo thflu 1^ Ye^AVt^ iip.i^^rlfi^. 



AoxiQus tp o^taioi fin 9iidit»ce qf th^ ^lun, pw 
author r^9l«4; attend^ bi^ lf(vce$,.vHl^i(pb^i^.$x)^ 
six in the uKxroi^g till tm, b^t couldt larel/ obtaja i4r^ 
loittaace; and wbenhe4id«lm ei^genanjcedstictipoiipted 
iisxfigard, that he h^ no opoortUAity of ^(peaking. H^, 
th«a returned Xq 1^9 shed, hungry^ tl^irsty^ ^igued, 
ao4 diaappQinted^ aod aflerw^^; visited the market^^ 
which are usually h^ld from four qfclpqk 19 the ^i)cu-«) 
IMTpn tiU sun-set, Qccasipnatly he sitreiUed eso^ ^'^ 
his gun in quest qf aiQUsemet^t^ 9f>er the comtaei^ci^ 
ment of the ramy season^ but "scarcely ever ot^feq;e4 
any thing warthy Qf ^«itioe i|i the auiiQal or v^<m)i{le 
ki^dorns. 

On Mr. BrowAe*s first audieAQc^ he ol^erves, be m^. 
too much indisposed to be cap^bjje of tn^inut^ observer 
tiou. The sultan was seated at the doc^ of his. toi^ 
apd requested to |ee, tkye stranser's ^i^^^ffih, and a copy' 
qf SrpeAius's Gramnaj* whi^h had h^i^ o^entionf^ 
to hiip by oue of his servants ^ but aifti^r casting b^f 
eyes on eiwb, he immediately returned th^P?^ th4uke4 
our author for his present^ and i^p^ tq retire. 

Puri^g the uejtt suuwer Mr. Bpovne pfetafoed ad- 
missioa tP bitia when he waa huldi^ ^ <i^Kan in ti>i» 
outer court. He w^s then xQouuted pn a wi^ife n^ulf^ 
appareled with a- scarlet bepish* a white a^ii^tt^^. 
ban« ax^d yeUow bop^s. His saddb wa^ oi^*Gri^i§9% 
velvet i hi$ ^w^cd, whkh vras adprned with ^ bi)t qf 
massy gold, was held ip his right hand* mi ? <»awy 
of uiusj^ti wa^. sqpporWd ^y^ ^^ ^^* T}^ v^t qpn^ 
cousse of pepple then as? Whled r^df^fl^ H. i»p<^ibli^ 
for our author to 9ia)^o himself b^ l^e^. 

On another occasiQA h^ contriv«^ to gai^i u^Mt^vff^ 
to the ^IsLterior courts wj^ the ^ulta^> w^ M^^s lur- 
ing a private cause, wa^ seated on a ki^d oXchair^ cgh 
v^red with Turkey carpet. His h^d ^as en^cir^l/sd b^ 
a red silk turban -, his hands engaged with a chaplet of 
ted CQr^l^ 9nd hi^kiiee^ siH>F*^><)£ tl^ imperial s^^iicfdl' 
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A» our anfhor was now so ne^rhim as to nblain a per*" 
feet idea of his countenance, he fixed his eye^ upcfn 
htm for that purpose; but the soveieign.^^as evidently 
.discomposed at such an observation, and retired ab- 
ruptly the nioroent the cause was concluded. 

At another visit, Mr. Erowne found him standing 
jn the inner court, with a long staff tipped wiih silver 
jn his right hand, and ttie sword of state in his left. 
The roeiek Ibrahim presented him with a small piece 
of silk and cotton, of the manufacture of' Damascus, 
m the name of the European, when'He returned an- 
swer, ♦' May the blessing of God be on him !" and 
instantly retired. 

Anxious to make anotfaej effort to promote his de- 
sign, our author presented himself before the monarch 
. at a great public audience, when he found him seated 
on his throne, that was spread with small Turkey car- 
pets, under a lofty canopy, composed of varioiis smfFs 
of Syrian and' Indian fabric, loasely suspended from a 
light fx^nzt of wood. At some distance were seated 
the rael'eks, on the right and left, aitd behind them a 
line of guards, whose dress consi.-ted chiefly of a cot- 
ton sjiirt of the native mnoufacture. They were all 
furni?fced with spears and targets, and each wore on 
Kis head a cap ornamented >^'ith a small pla^e of cop- 
per aMsL black pstriCh feather. Behind *thtf suvereign 
were several eunuchs in splendid habUimentsj and at 
bis right hand stood a kind nf hired encomiast, who 
continued to vociferate during the whole ceremony, 
•* See the buffalo ! the offspring of a buffalo ^* a bull 
of bulls J the elephant of unrivalled strength j the 
mighty sultan Abd'el RachmiSn el Rashid ! May Goci 
prolong tjxy life, O master ! May God assist thy coun- 
dis, and cfown thy arms with conquest!" ' ' . 

' This andifnce proved, however, equally vei^atious 
H> bur traveller with the preceding ones, as he was 
jjgain Compelled to withdraw without effecting ^is de- 
(fi^nr • • 

T^e soltan hem alltided to, is v itian rather nntfer 



tod k ^vB^f fUU beafd. . Wbao b9rappe«fs in ffubUc 
l^jbi utiiiaQir «tten*4 Iw4 oiiiiabftR.Qf guar<U> a»4v 
ipvcral slaircsj tli«lattor of wbooi.are ^qdployeti to b6i« 
sk omoigf ovff his bimd^ When b« pas^ his sobjecti 
howprofouo^j to tbeearth^QT kn^ wiih ch^ d«e9e»t 
htti^illtjii .jMon tiie melj^ approaotiutiie. tbrooe oa 
thelrWds aiki ka«tf $ but ti^ sdrvllf compluneot ia 
QQl csqMaediliKuiLiQceiiiM^ 
With respect to the topo^phy of D41 Fur«. cine 

i»^i9iaeii». ter 

Tho toBvn. q£ CMm, wbid» i^ thfi pciacipi^ tmieao^ 
of. ibe i9«[*dMiitau and pl3i»4 ^bnoat in >.dk^ linei 
fioa t)i» nprtbam to t|ie» s^iillieQn.^UrQAiUy of.tfai^. 
Qonotiy, i&»t]sal^ in 14 d«^ U min^ lai. «^ % deg^ 
q min. Ion. it utmort tbaoct^a mileir long* hut 9Kr^ 
tromely a^moBW^ and etna i»QU0e% .aj%! or«cl«4 ait consir 
dorahk dUtaiHDeiW v^€b>.t<^iQibei.wJib Marg^ [lortipa; 
c^ gnwad attaffb^ t9 eaoii d^iolfii^ 2i« s^ inclosiv^e^ 
Quiii<LoCiMCes9it|i gccaavQiLati^^ VKa6tj9A It ia, hown 
eyer^ leoder^ajitrdnqiQly pl«a$aat ^ a graat ^tariety oC 
tree^, whiebiapQoar in evory qMart«ir> aftdLyi^l^d ^ cbarmt^ 
iog sHeltet ftoni ^: bea^A o£ thf. soo* Xh9 ipbabi-? 
t0m$ ajFe 9upplie(^ witb \Kat9r friocft ^Is^of a spi^ 
defttb, tbat a»» eititftr dug^itmo thei ipfilofura^of tba 
&Qu$«a»orin. tbe bed of a Utrrent, wbicb surcoiinds dMt 
town in the r&iny teasoq. %k^r midP of ^6^mg; is, 
however^ anskiuul, and tb<?y.are frequeptly drlveii.tQ. 
^eat eatrejQUti^, when tbd quantity of water jpr6y^$ 
ipadeqvMtte to the public (Q[nu^a)ptiqQ^ Q>hbi w^ 
Qfiiy fttrai$Ked with one small mpsquQ. siniply .bi^Jt of 
day.. AK ¥^' BrowBie's aifrivai* hut> w^'^^ ^o hi$ 
retuiti^ a more spacious building, was trndertakeq, witj^ 
t^ i^v^fni assii^taoco of th^isH^^ap. . T^^ itidfmA 
area w^ about sii^ty-four fteti 8qaat% «^4 ^f9^ ^^ifll 



a rrarket !» held t^d&in thd.'^M»ek, i<»r tli««!ie dl^'pm- 
vtsious, end aHolh^r coromodUks uhkh the ecmntry* 
pfbduces, or whidh con4)6cl&nv^ni&nti/pKoc»u«d from 
other parts. Iw this ntdikct kom ten lo^fifieen oxtn, 
and &bm forty to sixty sheep, are c^dlnarily sidu^iMred 
^r the consumption of the adjact-nMHIages. • Staves 
ate likewise broogbt thither, bat are eoiiifnoffly nts^^ 
privsteiyi Jhou^h the pactireis loodi^^ refuobated; as 
facilitating the sale of thoe who have be€o;stokm frcm 
other places. i .' . .. 

The other principal towns of the 0m|»ii« ar«^-Sweint, 
Kourtna, Cuhcabia. Ril, Cours^ ^6ba,v Gfdtid, tfHd 
Gelle. Sweinl is situated almost nonlv of 0>bb6» at 
the distance of two days diligent irflveliiBg. Konrma) 
a stnall towt), west by south, at the dt5lfince:of £^ 
hours. Cubcabia, a place of -greater note, neai^lydae 
' west^ at. the distance of two days and a half^ over a 
rodky ^d mountainous road; Cou^> north by west, 
at five =bours atKi a half, travelling froiUCobbe. Bij 
18 distant abottt three days -further, in a south south- 
easterly xlirection, and may be computed at sixty fntl^; 
Shoba iir tN\ o days and ^'^half distant Irotti Cobbi; Gittid 
^about:OHe day $i»d a half, in a s4>tith-ea6ter)y directioli ; 
and Gelle is situated at a small distance from Cubcabia: 
: Swetni derives its iliief importance l^oiri being the 
general resort of Egyptian irii^t cliants. - PmvisMor.s are 
^tremely plentiful, dnd during the residente of the 
Jelabs, a daily maHcet is held. 1 he poorer class of 
inhabitants are either Arabs or natfves of theprovinre 
Zeghawa. . • .: j 

• At'Kourrt^a, the population is^veTy small, eicdusiye 
of the' merchants, who, togetl>er\with their-dependapts, 
occupy the chief part of the to^u. -A 'marked n li^ld 
twice in the week for various sc-rrts^of provis onV as at 
Cobb6/ '....' ..^ ,.'-..-. 

iCubcabia may he properly denominated the 1?ey of 
the western roada, a« S^Xeini is of Che norfhern-. Tht? 
^owB i& large, atKi Us inhab'A^nts^i^uitieFoasj {^niprnimg 



i^urkinsy <Aniiisr*Q9tiv«9 of Bergooi and>-8lraogert of 
various deacriptioQS Tiieiic 9i0pket is celebrated far 
ao excellent supply of leaf>hj^ and strong cotton cloths^ 
ihat are iMtaalJy wom by Ihe people of both sefxcs. ; 
-. iCours 49 divided between a oumberof traders from 
th&.rivtir, aod a sect called Fukara, wlio afiect aa ua- 
comwon share of pie i/i and s^re peculiarly remarked 
^rthetr intolerant .z«a), and brutality to strangers. • 

Rii is the* key of the sooth and eastern roads^ inha- 
bited parley by Fur'tans. and partly by foreign- mec- 
cbatns. ^ It is well supplied with water, cattle, bread, 
bHtMsr, luilkr and- vegetables, and altogether seems 
adgiiiabiy suijLed fQr tbt iinperial residence, though the' 
fctgikii« jBuitan hss^abandoued a house that was built 
by one ..of liis royal predecessors. A naelek is com^ 
jnoiUy stationed here, with a body of troc^s, as a guard 
to ihe frontier, and to keep the wandering Arabs^ who 
abound in the vicinage, in proper subjection. 

Skol^ is said to be well: .supplied with wat«r, aiid 
h2N^ sonoe chalk^^s in the iieigbbourhood $ these^ liow-' 
ever,- were, ijeiiriy exhausted, .by couiouind o^ the suitaA' 
Fe|:atlb, w:ho fixed upoa this town as a temporary 
due(lix)ge >Qd accQiidiogly erected a palace. Some of 
the innabitaHt^ are Jeiabs, but the majority are F^^ 
riana. 

. Gidid is situated south -easl of Cobbe, kr-the road to 
fill, k is ckiefiy occi^ied by ecclesiasticfti lyhowiil 
scarcely .aJiow a traveller sufficient water to allay hb^ 
thirst, though t^ils tovi^u is noted for s^ excellent sop-; 
ply of that uselul eleaoent. Gidid*^^ likewise the. resl>?: 
deoce of some oiiental*merchantF, 
. Gelle is under th^ galli^ tyratmy of a priest, .^hose 
intrigues and hypocrisy have gaio.-d an entire, ^^oend^ 
ency over hbiiiast^'r,.aad whose insatiate aiaricehasr 
pluudered the townsmen^.t^U they hay<^.scar^ly.'a mat 
to nepose on, or sufficient, clothes to defend themiroxif 
,^ Hie changes of* the -weather. Consequently GcU^is 
esteemed the least ^ourisliiog town in jhe. empire. 
.- The ^ii^ttiatioa of CoWb^, ^e hfive ;^dy gb$efxed' 



^fading to t^t, sDoie i$f <thea •re natives «f that 
t:omifr7/lmt d^egetwndity'come from the mer. 

Eg}'pti«n« ^chMy .from Said^ « f»w Tuirisipes, and 
natives of Tnpolt, conetnd gowitli tbe caravans, odIj 
r^mafoinj^ Song; ^enough to dispose of tbetr xnerchan- 
iffise; offhershave married io I^^Fdr, and ate now 
ncogttteed «s stifa^ct to«tbe sivlann j and tliea^enaiocler 
consists fif foreigner, "fi^om Dongola; Msdcaai Scmiaar 
and Koriofkn. In this town iliore ave two or tkaet 
nlaces «|>prepriaiod'to the tnttion of Mo^. The chU- 
drenof^tlieifidtgeiit are 'QsoaOy taught gratuitous^ by 
-someof tbe Fdkara, hm ftncms in easy circomstances 
«re expected (o remunerate the teadierfor 'his tsoiibfe 
*«nd attention. Three persons usually kcture in the 
f^oBsn, and two others in, what they term, theol^^. 

The government «f Dar Fur^is the monarchical, as 
being eapresjily favoured t»y the dispensation of Ma* 
^liomet. It is true, the^ulnan cannot act in oppositioB 
^o'tlle'letter of the Koran, but bis coDdvct fiequently 
lOverftfepa fhetonndary of the'laws, and, as he Jstieither 
%entfd))ed 4)or assisted by at^ council, bis power may 
-jtetiyi)e s^rM de5^ic. He pobHcly speaks of the 
'touiMry and jta'prodoetions aa his pmofia/property, 
and of the inhabitants as little else than his absolute 
Slaires. If his decision* are at any time marked by 
-flagrant injustice, >ffae 'ecclesiastics- Tentare to express 
ihtnr aentiments with eeme bc^dneas^ :bnt the effects of 
Ih^rr oppo^tion ar^ 4lwaya triml ; nor doea the mo- 
narch ^r any 'thing but a apifit ef geaeral dlsaftction 
among his troops, -a^ are able to diag hina 'ftom his 
envied splendomr, aifd to Invest whonoever tb^ think 
wroper with tht; insignia <yf itoyialty. His pqna^r in die 
-provinces is delegated to offiaers, who aae e^vdly ar- 
'Wtrary ttt' their «sj*ective districts. J 

On thedeathoHhe sultan the title descen^p^peoperly 
'to his eldest son, and in default of mala ji^,*to his 
brother ; imt this rule of succession is fre(|oentfy in- . 
^teged-, 9pon^rious{M(asuas.5 «& thc/mi^^of the 
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son, or the pretended usurpation of the late sovereign, 
till at length the pretensions of those who have any- 
rightful clatm to the throne are to be decided by war, 
and consequently beconoie tlie prize of the strongest 
party. 

*' It was in this manner," says Mr. Browne, " that 
the sultan Abd el Rachman gained possession of the 
imperial dignity. A preceding monarch, named Bokar^ 
had three sons, viz. Teraub, el Chalife, and Abd el 
Rachman : the eldest of these obtained the govern- 
ment on the demise of his fatlier, and reigned thirty- 
two lunar years, when he bequeathed the empire to 
his sons. The second brother, however, pretended 
that none of them was old enough to govern the peo- 
ple, and accordingly seized upon the throne ; but his 
reign proved extremely short, as a discontented part/ 
commenced hostilities against him, in concert with the 
natives of Kordofan, and, with Abd el Rachman at 
their head, advanced to Dar Fur, where the two bro- 
thers came to an engagement, and the Chalife perished^ 
beneath a multitude of wounds, with one of his sons, 
who gallantly fought in defence of his father. This 
victory, however, proved entirely useless to the right- 
ful heirs, as one p£ them was sacrificed to die ambition 
• of the victor, and the others merely obtained a wretched 
subsistence firom the parsimonious alms of their usurp- 
ing relative. 

On his first accession to the imperial dignity, Abd el 
Rachman deemed it prudent to mark his conduct by 
some .d|^ee of moderation and self-denia], assuring 
his subjects that his thoughts were chiefly engrossed 
by the contemplation of a future state, and that the 
splendourof- the empire was perfectly indififerent in hit 
eyes. He even-^refiised to see the treasures of his de- 
ceased brother 3 and when he entered the interior. of 
the paUce,' with an unparalleled dissimulation he drew 
the folds of his turban over his eyes, and imploied hit 
Creator to shield him firom the effects of surrounding 
temptations. Atkngth/flxtppasinghimseif sufficie&tly 

TOL. 3LXI. z 
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established to defy his enemies^ and to expect an im- 
plicit obedience from his subjects, who never attempted 
to question his authority, he dropped the Rpecious mask 
of sanctity, and appeared in his true character, of ava- 
rice and ambition ; since that period be has been known 
to stand for whole days in stupid admiration of his goJd, 
slaves, camels, and costly apparel. ' llie severity of 
his regulations, with respect to the military, had nearly 
alienated the affection of tljat powerful class at the time 
of our author's visit, and the people were so univer- 
sally disgusted with his practices, that his lionours were 
apparently hastening to an end. 

The population of so wide a coCintry as Dar Fur 
must necessarily be attended with great difficulty to 
any one who should attempt to compute it with pre- 
cision. Mr. Browne supposes it cannot exceed two 
hundred thousand, as the army in Kordofan, consisting 
of about two thousand men, is spoken of as, a very 
large one ; and in Cobbe, .which is one of the nic»t 
populous towns, the inhabitants of both sexes, in* 
eluding slaves, cannot be reckoned at much more than 
six thousand. There are, indeed, a considerable num- 
ber of villages in the empire, but the largest of these 
is occupied by only a few hundred individuals. 

The people of Dar Fur consist of traders from the 
river ; natives of the western country, who are either 
merchants orfukaraj Arabs of diffeient tribes, who 
generally lead an itinerant kind of life on the frontiers, 
where they breed oxen, horses^ and camels ) the- people 
of Tego, or D^geou, who formerly ruled the CQuntry, 
but are now obedient to the sultan and the zeghawa, 
whose dialect is materially different from that of the 
Fuiians, and who boast of a chief that once led their 
ancestors to battle, accompanied by a thousand horse- 
men. Kordofan, and several smaller kingdoms, are 
cow subject to the crown of Fiir^ but their history is 
so imperfect^ that nothing could be discovered respect- 
ing them. 

iVgricultore does not seem, wholly to be neglected 
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by the sultan, though probably the following practice 
may be rather a blind compliance with ancient custom, 
than the effect of individual public spirit. It is, how- 
ever, indisputably laudable in itself, and forms a striking 
contrast to many other of his regulations. At the com- 
noencement of the rainy season, the natives assemble 
for the purpose of sowing their corn j and while they 
are employed in turning up the soil and depositing the 
seed, the king, attended by his meleks and a train of 
followers, enters the fields, and makes several holes in 
the ground with his own hand. This custom, which 
is similar to that of the Egyptian monarcbs, recited by 
H^odotus, is said to prevail in I'ournu and other 
countries in this part of Africa- Mr. llrowne seems 
U> imagine it a part of the Mahometan precepts, trans- 
mitt^d to posterity. When the corn is sufficiently 
ripened to admit of harvest, a number of slaves and 
women are employed in breaking otf the ears, depo- 
siting theni in baskets, and carrying iliem fr«m the 
field, while the straw is |>ermitted to stand, till it is 
either removed for thatch or applied to some other 
useful purpose. Ihe grain is then thrashed, in au 
awkward manner, dried in the sun, and trc^isured up 
in a cavity in the earth, the bott6m and sides of which 
are covered with chaff, to exclude the vermin. In 
this manner they keep their maize in tolerable pre* 
servation. When they design to use it for food, it is 
ground to flour, boiled in the form of a polenta, and 
eaten with milk, or a favourite sauce of pounded meat 
and oniTons. 

Their cakes, of the same material, called fragments, 
or sejctions, are used as a substitute for bread j and, if 
dexterously -prepared, our author affirms they are not 
unpalatable: they are also eaten with the above-men- 
tioned sauce, and sometimes with milk, or even water. 

The houses are generally built o*' clay , with a light 
roof, that serves to shelter the inmates from the in- 
convenience of an ardent sun or a sudden shower. 
The edifies of the more opulent are plastered, and 
Z2 
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coloured with red« white, and black. The apartments 
are of three kinds, one of which, called the dooga, is 
a square of twenty feet by twelve, covered with a few 
light beams, some coarse mats, a quantity of camels* 
dung, and a smooth coating of clay ; the door consists 
of a single plank, hewn out with the axe, and is se* 
cured by a padlock, as forming the repository of ail 
their property. The kournak is rather larger than the 
donga, open in front, and thatched with the straw of 
the maize ; this is accounted much pleasanter in sum- 
mer than the more confined buildings, and is therefore 
appropriated to repose and the reception of company. 
The other apartment, called the sukteia, is of the same 
kind as the kournak, but of a circular form, and from 
fifteen to twenty feet in diameter : this is designed ev 
clusively for the accommodation of the women. The 
height of these buildings depends entirely on the will 
of the owner ; they are, however, in general, about 
seven feet, except the donga, which is twelve or fif- 
teen ; the floor of each i^ covered with clean sand, 
which is changed as often as occasion requires. A large 
and commodious house, fitted to the use of the most 
wealthy ii^erchants, contains a double suite of these 
apartments, and is sometimes funiished with a mb- 
buka, or additional shed, where a company roay>sit 
and converse in the open air. The interior fence of 
the house is generally of clay j the exterior universally 
a thick hedge of dried thorny branches, which secures 
the cattle, and precludes the possibility of the slaves 
escaping 5 but which, never taking root, is gloomy and 
ungrateful to the eye of a spectator. Such of the vil- 
lagers* houses as rise above tiie appellation of huts, ara 
.built in the form of the sukteia, but their substance is 
only straw, or some other material equally coarse and 
insecure. 

In their persons the natives of Dar Fur are by no 
means remarkable for cleanliness, as in place of per- 
fect and salutary ablutions, they rub their flesh with a 
preparation of butter and ^rinaceous paste, which is 
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certainly efficacious in the removal of accidental sores, 
and the effect of a constant transpiration. The female 
slaves are extremely dexterous in the application of it, 
and to undergo the operation is one of the refinements 
of African sensuality. Though the Furians, as calling 
themselves the disciples of Mahomet, are attached to 
every superstitious formality in their devotions, their 
hair is seldom combed or their bodies completely 
washed. It is true, they are strangers to the use of 
soap, and their country is entirely destitute of baths. * 
Their intervals of toil and repose are governed wholly 
by inclination or convenience, without any established 
rule. Their labours are frequently renewed beneath 
the scorching heat of the meridian sun, and their noc- 
tnrnal slumbers are commonly disturbed, either by a 
dread of robbers, or by the mosquitoes and other nox- 
ious insects that abound in their climate. 

Their disposition seems more cheerful than that of 
the Egyptians, and that gravity which is inspired by 
the precepts of their prophet seems but ill adapted to 
their inclinations. With their fermented liquor, called 
buza, they are frequently inebriated, and have some- 
times committed such excesses in their convivial mo- 
ments, that all the property of a village has been for- 
feited to the king, and the inhabitants punished for 
their misconduct by an exposure to the most severe 
poverty. In the year 1795 the sultan published an 
edict wherein he forbade the use of that liquor under 
pain of death; yet, such was the attachment of the 
people to their wonted beverage, that they frequently 
indulged themselves in drinking from sun-rise till sun- 
set, during which time Mr. Browne supposes each 
man to have swallowed near two gallons of-buza. For- 
tunately for the natives, it has a'diuretic and diaphoretic 
tendency, which precludes any danger from such un- 
reasonable libations. 

Dancing is practised by both sexes in Dar Fdr j and 
their fondness for this amusement is so great, that even 
the slaves will dance in their fetters to the music of a 
z3 
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little drum. Each tribe seems to have its appropriate 
dance, which is distinguished by a peculiar natne^ as 
that of Fur is called Secoudari, that of Bukkara^ Ben- 
dala, &c. : Some are grave, others lascivious, but gene-* 
rally consisting of violent bodily exertions, rather thaa 
of elegant attitudes or graceful naotions. 

The vices of cheating, lying, and thieving, with all 
others of a sinoilar nature, are aJmost universal to these 
people, with whom the most trifling property cannot 
be tnisted out of the owner's sight. In matters of 
traffic the parent exults in deceiving the son, and the 
son triumphs in overreaching his fatlier; while, in 
their ordinary conversation, both God and their pro- 
phet are lightly invocated to sanction the mo^t palpa-« 
ble falsehoods. 

The natives are universally polygamists, and usually 
take both free women and slaves, without any other 
limitation than that of their own inclinations, though 
the precepts of the Koran imply that they shall only 
keep four free women, and as many slaves as they can 
conveniently maintain. The sultan has upwards of a 
hundred of the former class, and many of his meleks 
have twenty or thirty* 

The character, treatment,^ and situation of the wo- 
men are essentially different from those which mark 
the manners of other parts in Africa, and to those which 
are established in Europe. 

In contradistinction 'to the Egyptian women, those 
of Soudan, on the arrival of a stranger, either remain 
in their seats, or only retire to a small distance, where • 
they pass and repass about their ordinary business, 
within sight of the men. In Egypt a veil is the inva- 
riable guardian of real or pretended modesty 5 but in 
Dar Fdr no woman attempts to conceal her face, ex- 
cept she be the wife of some great personage. The 
middle and lower classes are contented witi a slight 
covering of a cotton cloth wrapped round the waist, 
and another exactly similar in size, shape, and qualityj 
thrown carelessly over the shoulders. 



IN 2GY7T AMD LIBYA. ^5^ 

Some of the most laborious offices are here assigned 
to the females, who prepare the soil, sow the corn, 
assist in the harvest, reduce ^t to fiour, and, finally, 
convert it into bread. They likewise prepare their 
husband*s meals, wash his clothes, draw water, cleanse 
the apartments, and patiently endure the fatigues of ^ 
long pedestrian journey) while th^lr husbands are 
mounted, idly, on an ass. At home, however, the 
voice of the woman has its full weight, as her concur* 
fence is indispensably necessary in every economical 
arrangement ; and, notwithstanding her corporeal exer- 
tions in the day, her recollection of real or supposed 
injuries is generally sufficiently strong to furnish matter 
for querulous upbraiding or pointed sarcasms. 

Whoever unites himself in the matrimonial band 
with the daughter of a king or po,werful melek, may 
indeed gratify his vanity, but must never expect to 
iind any solid advantage from their union, as she is the 
absolute moderatiix of his family, and his authority is 
soon reduced to a cypher. Of his real or reputed oif- 
spring he has no disposal, either with regard to their 
situation, government, or instruction. The princess 
who has vouchsafed to honour him with her hand, 
claims, in return, an unlimited right over all his pos- 
sessions, and her most unreasonable caprice must either 
be treated with the greatest indulgence, or her dis- 
pleasure is soon succeeded by the more dreadful ven- 
geance of the incensed monarch. 

The troops of Dar Fur are by no means celebrated 
for their skill, perseverance, or intrepidity ; but, on 
tlje contrary, the people usually rely on the Arabs, 
who. follow them to the field, and who may be pro- 
perly denominated the 8ultan*s tributaries. They are 
indeed capable, with oth«r savages, of enduring ex- 
. treme hunger and thirst -, but, even in this particular, 
they have no superiority over their neighbours. They 
retain an inveterate atiin^osity against the natives of 
Kordofan, who are, in their turn, equally implacable 
H^inst thp Furians. Our author is of opii^on that thifi 
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unvaried animosity results from a jealousy of trade, as 
b}*^ their relative position Kordofan is considered as the 
most practicable communication between Fur and 
Mecca, and the caravans are unable to proceed from 
Suakem to Fur, without first obtaining permission of 
the governors in Kordofan. 

Current coin is never seen in Soudan, except at El 
Fasher, where certain tin rings are given in exchange 
for small articles j their value, however, is in some de- 
gree arbitrary, and their sizes so various, that Mr. 
Browne observes, " sometimes twelve, and sometimes 
one hundred and forty of them are given, for a certain 
quantity of cloth/* Austrian dollars, and some other 
silver coins brought from Egypt, are appropriated to 
the decoration of the ladies ; their use in dress, how- 
ever, is by no means general, 

As gold is not found within the limits of the empire, 
it is rarely seen in the market ; when it does appear, it 
is usually hi the form of rings, each weighing about 
Jive penny-weights, in which state it is brought from 
Sennaar. . 

None but the Egyptians will receive the mahbub, 
or other stamped money. The other articles that pass 
current are such as belong to the dress of the natives ; 
as .beads, amber, cotton cloths, kohhel and rea> be- 
sides which they occasionally traffic with slaves, oxen, 
and camels. 

Previous to the establishment of Jslamism, the Fu- 
^ans seem to have formed itinerant tribes, in which 
state are many of the surrounding nations at present. 
In their persons they differ from the Guinea negroes. 
Their complexion is for the most part bla6k, and their 
hair short and woolly, though some of them are seen 
with it of the length of eight or ten inches, which they 
esteem a particular mark of beauty. The Arabs, whose 
number_is considerable within the empire, retain their 
original features, colour, and language, and seldom in- 
termarry with any but their own people. The slaves, 
who are brought from Fertib, or tlie Land of Idolater*, 
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exactly resemble the natives of Guinea, and have a 
language peculiar to themselves. 

At El Fasher, and in most of the towns except 
Cobbe, >^'luch we have already described as the chief 
residence of foreign merchants, the vernacular idiom 
is commonly used, though the Arabic is generally un- 
derstood. All judicial proceedings, held in the pre« 
sbnce of the sultan, are conducted in both languages j 
being spoken in the one, and immediately translated 
into tiie other by a tergiman, or interpreter. 

Next in rank to the officers of state are the faquis, 
or priests, some of whom liave been educated at Cairo, 
but the generality of them in schools in their own 
country. They are totally ignorant of every thing but 
what relates imiQediately to the Koran. Th'eir sect is 
that of the Iman Malek, whose tenets are held by most 
of the inhabitants of northern Africa^ except the £gyp- 
tians. 

The revenues of Dar Ftir ai'ise from a duty on s^ 
merchandise, which in many instances aipounts to a 
tenths forfeitures for misdemeanors, which are en- 
tirely at the disposal of the monarch, and rigorously 
demanded ; annual presents from every inhabitant, 
according to his rank and fortune ; occasic^ial presents 
from merchants, petitioners, and others j one tenth of 
horses^ oxen, sheep, or camels, exacted from the 
Arabs ; an annual tribute of corn from every village j 
and the entire produce of the western district, called 
Gebel mawa, which yields an abundance of wheats 
wild honey, and numerous articles, that are a[^ropri<» 
ated to the sultan's table. , The king is likewise the 
chief merchant in the empire, and must consequently 
receive a considerable advantage from the quantities of 
bis own merchandise that are regularly carried in the 
caravans to Egypt, and are frequently bartered by his 
own dependants against Egyptian articles in the coun-« 
tries adjacent to Soudan. 

Such are the facts, which our author either relates 
from actual observation, or received from persons of 
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the most unimpeachable veracity ; but as every degree 
of intelligence, however small, might.probayy faciliiate 
a fiirther progress in this part of Africa, or ) ieW some 
satisfaction to the curious reader, as relating to regions 
hitherto imperfectly described, he has presented the 
public with the following mis(iellaneous remarks on 
Dap Fur and some of the adjacent countries. 

At the ceremony of leathering the kettle-drum, the 
Furians are repn^sented as practising many superstitious 
customs J among which they are said to murder a 
young boy and girl, in the form of" a sacrifice. Many 
idols are certainly worshipped by the women of the 
sultan*s harem; and when the mountaineers are in 
want of rain, they ofier a kind of sacrifice to an ima- 
ginary being, whom they describe as the deity of the 
mountains. 

The people of Dageou, a country on the west, are 
said to have come from the vicinity of Tunis j to have 
conquered the country now called Fur 5 and to have 
held it in their possession till their power was exhausted 
by frequent civil contentions, upon which the present 
race of kings succeeded, though from what origin oUr 
author could not possibly discover. It is said that the 
people of Dageou had a custom of kindling a fire on 
the inauguration of their king, which was carefully 
kept up till the hour of his death. At present the Fu- 
fians spread the carpets of the several deceased sultans 
before a new prince ; and from the one he chooses, 
they venture to predict that his conduct will be simiLr 
to that of its former possessor. 

In Kordofiu the people were governed by a king 
named Abli Calik, whom they still tegaxd with the 
greatest love and veneration, and who, during a period 
of fourteen years, has been alwa]^. renowned for his 
justice and probity. The kings of Kordofan had been 
deputed by the Mecque of Sennaar, till after the death 
of the son of this celebrated prince, when it was re- 
duced under the power of the Furians. 

Asnou^ a country beyond Bomou, to the westward. 
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is reputed to produce so great an abundance of silver, 
that defensive armour, constriv:ted of that metal, is 
frequently worn by the natives. The coats of mail 
are represented as extremely beautiful 3 and it is said' 
that pieces are formed of the same material^ for the 
protection of the heads and breasts of the warriors* 
horses. 

Dar Kulla, among the southern countries, is a place 
of great resort to the Jelabs of Bergoo and Fur, who 
trade thither witli salt, copper, Sfc. in order to pro- 
cure slaves. Twelve pounds of salt is computed equi- 
valent to the value of a male slave, and fifteen as the 
price of a female ; if copper be the medium, two ro- 
tals are reckoned equal to fou^ of s ilt. A large sort 
of Venetian glass beads, called hoddur, are here held in 
great estimation, and of tin are fabricated rings and 
other personal ornaments. The natives are described 
as partly Negroes and partly of a copper colour ; their- 
language is nasal, yet simple in its constmction, and 
easily attained 3 their devotion is idolatry, their persons 
cleanly, and their mercantile transactions marked with 
the most punctilious honesty. In that part of the 
country known to the Jelabs, there is a sovereign 3 the 
rest is inhabited by a number of small tribes, who are 
ruled by their respective chiefs. They have some 
ferry-boats upon the river, that are impelled partly by 
poles and partly by a double oar. The nature of the 
soil and the abundant supply of water are so conducive 
to the growth of their trees, that many of them, when 
hollowed out, are large enough to form a canoe fol* the 
accoiiunodation of tfiti persons. 

Jelabs, who have visited iDar Bergoo, describe the 
natives of that country as a warlike people, who fre- 
quently make war, by sudden incursions, and spread 
ruin and devastation over a considerable space in a short 
time. Their wooden are always left behind at these 
times, which renders their military operations more 
successful than those of the Furians, who follow an 
eppoMte practice. Some of the idolatrous nations, 
6 
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dependant on Bergoo, are said never to retreat from 
an engagement ; the keads of their s^ars are heated 
in a fire, by the females, who march in the rear, and 
they likewise make use of poisoned arrows. 

In a remote part of th« Pagan country, called Gnum 
Gnura by the Arabs^ tlie people are described as can- 
nibals ; and several slaves, brought from thence, have 
readily acknowledged that they devour their prisoners 
of war. They also strip the skin from the hands and 
face^ of their slaughtered enemies, and after some slight 
preparation ^\t3ar them as peculiar marks of triumph. 
Their spears or javelins are of iron, wrought by them- 
selves, and poisoned in the most dreadful manner by 
being heated to redness, and stuck in the trunk of a 
particular tree, which yields the most deadly juice for 
their purpose. 

After waiting, in expectation of some redress for his 
wrongs, a considerable time at £1 Fasher, our author 
was at length introduced by the melek Ibrahim to the 
sultan, who having heard the nature of his complaint, 
addressed himself in a short but energetic harangue 
to AH Hamad, the treacherous factor, and to Hossien, 
a person who had accused the European falsely. " One," 
said he, turning to Ali, *' calls himself wakil of the 
Frank ; whereas, if he were a shereef and a mMim, as 
he pretends, be must know, that the law of Mahomet 
permits not a mdslim to be wakil to a Caffre 5 another 
calls himself his friend,yet both are agreed in depriving 
him of his property, and in usurping the authority of 
the lawsj henceforth,' therefore, I am his wakil, and 
will grant him my protection." All the parties were 
then commanded to retire to the house of Musa WuHad 
JefRin, melek of the Jelabs, whose appropriate juris- 
diction extends to the concerns of all foreign mer- 
chants. 

On his introduction to this mati, who was described 
by all who knew him as possessing a boundless ambi- 
tion/together with the most consummate dissimulation; 
Mr. Browne was agreeably 8i»pri«ed> by the grac^M 
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^Jgjalty o€ his manQers^ and a more polished conversa- 
tion than he had yet experienced in the country. 
During three days, our traveller was honoured by 
sitting with him and partaking of tlie provisions that 
cmwued his table^ with a];i abundant, if not a delicate 
sopply; and in consequence of this distinguishing 
mark of fevonr, the behaviour of the townsmen began 
gradually to alteo and Mr. Browne was soon respected 
by the principal people of the place. 

Having given a full and satisfactory account of the 
losses he had sustained since his arrival at Dar Fur^ 
otir author received so contemptible a compensation 
Iqr way of repress, that he pointedly observes, he was ' 
insuited with the mockery of justice, yet necessitated 
to thank his oppressors for that which was merely ren- 
dered incomplete by their corruption and malignity. 

The first week of the month Rabia el Achir was 
distinguished by a festival, called " the leathering of 
the kettle-drum.* * During its continuance, which is 
ixstrally eight or ten days, all the inhabitants, except 
absolute nienc|icants, are obliged to present their sove- 
reign with some mark of respect according to their 
rank, and the meleks accompany their congratulations 
with presents of considerable vahie. In return for 
this involuntary liberality of the people, the sujtan's 
kitchen is thrown open ibr the public 5 but so great a 
Dumber of anin(^als are slaughtered on the £rst ^ay, 
that the greater part is obliged to be eaten in a cor* 
rupted state. This festival is also marked by a review 
of the troops ; but as their equestrian exercises are no« 
thing more than an awkward imitation of the Mamie* 
lukes, a particular description must of necessity prove 
uninteresting to the reader. 

In the summer of 1794, five men were brought 
ffom some of the provinces to Ei Fa^er, under an ac- 
cusation' of corresponding with the rebellious leader in 
Kordofi^n. This charge was deemed sufficient by the 
sultan to sanction their death, and he accordingly is- 
sued out hifi orders for tlieir execution^ without an j 

VOL. zxi. ^A 
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form of trial or further investigation of the business. 
A little after noon they were led to the market-place* 
loaded with chains, and escorted by a few of the royal 
slaves, while several meleks were commanded to at- 
tend, that they might know what to expect, if they 
should ever prove remiss in their duty. Three of the' 
prisoners were very young men, the youngest ap- 
parently seventeen years of age. The executioner 
gave them time to utter a short prayer, and then 
plunged a knife in the neck of the oldest, exactly in 
the same manner as they slaughter a sheep -, he fell, 
and struggled for some time, when the others suffered 
in their turn. The two first had borne their fate with 
great resolution, but the three last were niuch agitated, 
and the face of the youngest was bedewed with tears. 
Scarcely had the spectators satiated themselves with a 
view of this horrid sacrifice, when the slaves of the 
executioner brought forward a small block, and cut off 
the feet of the victims with an axe, in order to obtain 
their fetters, and then left the bodies as they were, till 
private humanity afforded them a peaceful grave. 

Towards the end of the year 1/95, a body of troops 
was reviewed, previous to their marching to Kordofin, 
where near half the army had perished of the small- 
pox. Upon this occasion the spoils of Hashem were 
ostentatiously exhibited, consisting of eighty slaves, 
five hundred oxen, and two hundred line camels. The 
whole procession closed with eighty horses, and many 
articles of inferior value borne by slaves, while the 
populace rent the air with exclamations of " Long 
live the Sultan ! May God render him victorious !** 

As during his residence at El Fasher and Cobbe 
Mr. Browne had received many assurances that the 
monarch intended to detain him in the country, he 
prudently threw out many hints which reached the 
royal ear, and ultimately proved of the greatest advan- 
tage. He Uien drew up a petition to the sultan, iti 
which he repeated the nature of his sufFering-^, and 
earnestly begged leave to proceed on hi^ journey to 
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Kordbfan. To this request however no answer was 
given, and Mr. Browne therefore presented him- 
self at court in order to obtain some satisfaction. » No 
answer was still given to that part of the petition 
which related to our author's progress j but the sultan, 
"x^ho had received the value cf seven hundred and filty 
piastres in goods from the European, condescended to 
give him twenty indifferent oxen, that were only worth 
a little more than one sixth of that siim. ** The state 
of my purse/* says our traveller, •' would not permit 
me to refuse this paltry supply, and I bade adieu to El 
Fasher, as I hoped, for ever," 

Having made suitable preparations for his journ^ 
into Egypt, he now joined the chabir or leader of the 
caravan, who was encamped at Le Haimer, about 
three days journey from Cobbe, and who commenced 
his route on the sixth day of the second month after 
the Ramadan. The caravan then proceeded by Bir el 
Malah, Leghea, Selime Sheb, and Elwah. Their pro- 
visions were coarse and iri small quantity, which, to- 
gether with heat and fatigue, afflicted our author with 
a diarrhoea. At Beiris they were met by a cashef, 
who welcomed the Jelabs with a display of fire-works, 
treated them with coffee, and presented to each of the 
chief merchants a benish of coarse cloth, for which 
however he expected a slave in return, whose value 
was ten times as great as the present. On our author's 
arrival at Assitit, he was much debilitated by the effect 
of his diarrhoea and an abstinence of four months from 
animal food ; but after a repose of about three weeks 
his disorder was considerably abated, and he was en* 
^bled to proceed to Cairo. 

On the 2d of December, 1796, Mr. Browne de- 
parted from the Egyptian capital, and sailed down the 
Kile in a small boat towards Damietta. His little vpy<r 
age aftbrd<*d no reraark3ble incident 5 but he passed se- 
veral considerable towns, among which he mentions 
^lansura, as being remarkable lor the defeat of St. 
jLouis, as is preserved in memory by its appellation^ 
2a 2 
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which signifies *' The place of victory." During a 
stay of only a few hours it was impossible to ascertaia 
the extent of its population, &c. but our author ob* 
serves, its situation is so well adapted for trade, that 
ibost of the inhabitants are in easy circumstances. The 
mosques amount to seven, and the governmait is 
vested in a cashef, who is deputed by Ibrahim Bey« 

In the same route, about half way between Cairo 
and Manstira, are situated Miet Ghrammer and Sifte 
on opposite banks of the Nile. They are both towns 
of the second order, and abound with Mahometan 
inhabitants. The breadth of the river does not here 
.exceed three hundred yards, but its depth is consider- 
able. It may here be proper to observe that tiie great* 
est breadth of the Nile, when fi-ee torn inundation, 
may be estimated at rather more than one-third of a 
mile. In the narrowest part the distance between the 
banks may be one hundred yards j the depth froai 
^ree to twenty-four feet 

In the Delta ^ are several large towns, of which the 
.chief is Mehall6 el Kebir : the next in size and im* 
portance are S^oimepeid and Menuf. - 

On the 5th of the month our traveller arrived ^ 
the noted port of Damietta, which presents a beautiful 
aspect on the 6rst approach from the south, as the town 
is built on a gentle bend of the river, somewhat in the 
form of a crescent, and is surrounded witli a charming 
extent of cultivation, that reaches to the lake of Mao* 
zale. The soil is almost unrivalled in poi n I of excellence, 
and is richly clothed with an exuberant vegetation, 
rendered peculiarly delightful by a profusion of oranf^ 
and lemon trees, that difiuse their aromatic <doucs 
around the country, while the celebrated papyrus springs 



• To form a general jdea of the Delta, the reader may coa- 
reroplate a vast plain intersected by small channels in all di« 
rections. The canal of MenOf is almost the only considerable 
stream by which, with the assittaace of pumps, cheintentiosi 
,9^^ watered and brffugbt tp ^ tt^0it.f«r](i|4ty. 
8 . 
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up in verdant spikes to hide the deformity of the ad- 
jacent ditches. 

This plant was formerly produced in such abundance 
near Dahaietta that sleeping-mats were formed of it, 
and were transported to several parts of Lower Egypt. 
But since the ignorance and superiority of the Mame- 
lukes have permitted the channel of the Nile to desert 
its prOi>er bed, and consequently to give access to the 
sea water, the plants of papyrus and all the other vege- 
tables have gradually drooped and expired amidst the 
insalubrious effluvia of a marine marsh. Formerly 
the papyrus was known to grow to the height of nin<5 
feetj the«tem was about an inch in diameter, and 
sufficiently strong to, serve for the purpose of a walking 
stick. 

Mulberry trees and plantations fi-equently embellish 
the gardens of Damietta. The tethymalus or wart 
weed abounds in the neighbourhood. Scammony is 
by no means uncommon 5 and lucerne grows ir^ va- 
rious parts with surprising luxuriance. I'he eastern 
side of the river from Damietta to the northern extre- 
mity of the coast consists entirely of sand hills, and 
the greatest part of the road is lined with reeds. 

The town is constantly enlivened by trade, as it is, 
the depot between Egypt and Libya, and the martibr 
all the productions of the Delta. Its European com- 
merce is now very small ; a few Venetian and Ragusan 
vessels sometimes bring cochineal and other commodi- 
ties, and formerly there were several French merchants; 
but their misconduct was such, with regard to the ladies, 
that the natives insisted upon their expulsion. 

Of ruins, there are two mounts,- near the eastern ex- 
tremity of the town ; on the most northern of them 
is part of a strong brick wall, said to have been part 
of an ancient castle. From this elevation may be seen 
the places called the Field of Blood, where the conflict 
between the Christians and Saracens is reported to 
have been so obstinate, that the earth and water were 
ensanguined for a considerable time after the "battle 5 
2aS 
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and where St. Louis, accordiog to the Arabs^ w^ 
taken prisoner. 

An ancient round edifice, styled the Tower of St« 
Louis, has been lately so much dilapidated, tfaat.iu> 
vestige now remains, but a piece of brick wall, which 
originally stood on tlie outside of the moat, and of 
which the mortal: is equally hard with the brick. The 
residue of the materials was removed to the extremit|r 
of the shore, by order of Mohammed Bey Abu-dhabab, 
whose fear of the Russians induced him to erect a fbit, 
at a great expense; which, being built on the sand, 
is now in a ruix^us condition, and partly surrounded 
by tlie water. 

Two mosques were observed in the town by our 
author, which he pronounces the only objects wortibfr 
of further remark. One of them is an ancient ik- 
mous edifice ^, said to have been erected on the ruins 
of a Christian churcli. It is of considerable extent, 
and contains a number of marble column^, one of which 
is of porphyry and another of red granite. One, of 
yellow and white marble, is supposed by the supersti- 
tious natives to have the virtue of curing the jaun- 
dice, and is frequently scraped by the poorer ciass^ 
who actually drink the powder as an infaUible resto- 
rative. The other mosque is a rich foundation, r^ 
puted to maintain near six hundred indigent shechs^ 
who are either paralytic or afflicted with blindness. 

Of the population of Damietta some idea may be 
formed from the number of mosques, which are said 
to amount to fourteen. Ihere is likewise a Greek 
convent, which is appropriated to the accommodation 
of strangers, as there is no caravansera in the place. A 
considerable manufactory is also established for cotton 
and linen cloths, that are sold for the use of the bath 
and otlier domestic purposes. 



* This mosque it aow deserted, and 'uk a great meaFure 
faUen by decay. 
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The lake l/hnzal6, already adverted to« is rather 
niore than thirty miles in length, and is navigated by 
a number of small vessels, that are either employed in 
Ashing, or in transporting passengers to and from the 
islands. This lake abounds with a sort of mullet^ 
called cdri, which is dried and salted at Damietta, 
from whence it is sent, through Lower £^ypt and 
Libya, to Cyprus. It is eaten with avidity by the 
poorer class of people, and by the Christians in their 
days of abstinence, though it aiSbrds an insipid and in- 
salubrious meal. The desert islands, that diversify 
the appearance of the lake, are occasionally visited 
by great ..jDUjnbers of aquatic birds, which are en* 
snared in nm, and furnish a liveli'hood to many per- 
sons, who carry them to market. The water of this 
lake is brackish, but not strongly impregnated with 
salt Where the most easterly branch of thf^ Nile 
fell into it, are still some remains of the city of I'unis -, 
bat oor author had no opportunity of gratifying him- 
self and the public by ^n examination of the spot. 

Quitting Damietta on the ] 9th of January, 1^97, 
Mr. Browne embarked in a small trading vessel, 
bound to the coast of Libya, and commanded by an 
Arab. The weatlier proving stoimy, and the mariners 
being extremely unskilfiil, the voyage was rendered 
very dangerous, and part of the cargo, consisting /ofrice^ 
and raw hides, was of necessity thrown overboard, 
while another vessel that sailed in company was swaU 
lowed up in the merciless deep. At length, however, 
the seamen discovered the mountain of Gha^j and 
after a miserable passage of fiv« days our toveller 
landed at the town of Yaffe. 
. The situation of this town, which is neatly bailt; 
of stone, is so very unequal, that the streets are paved 
in steps. It contains three small convents of Chris- 
tians, viz. Armenian, Greek, and RomaA Catholic ^ 
and a few Jews. The town is walled, and bas three ^ 
gates, two of which still reosaia, but one of the pnn- 
cipal ones is shut np. it is provided with an ex* 
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celient wharf, an object rather extraordinary in tha 
Levant 5 but ships cannot possibly corpe' up to it, nor 
is there any secure place of anchorage. The air was 
formerly deemed unhealthy, but has been lately pu- 
rified by the draining of the adjacent mnrshes. The 
beautiful and extensive groves of orange and lemon 
trees, which formerly embellished the neighbourhood, 
have, however, been destroyed in <he sie<.';es under- 
taken by All Bey ai^d his successor, Mohammed Abu- 
dliab^b, when the Mamelukes cut down these charm- 
ing trees for the purpose of fuel. ITie government 
is now mild, being vested in an oflScer appointed by 
the Porte ; and notwithstanding the commerce is small, 
tbe population, gradually increasing, may be computed 
at negr seven thousand individuals. Water is scarce, 
being carried by the women, though there is a small 
river in the vicinage. One of the governors designed 
to remedy this inconvenience, but previous to the ex- 
ecution of this laudable plan he suflfeied an untimely 
death, by command of Jezzar pasha of Damascus. 
• Having procured two mules, for himself and his 
servant, 'and having obtained permission from the agent 
of the convent to visit Jerusalem, Mr Browne pro- 
ceeded fo Rama, distant about three hours, where he 
arrived safely, after viewing seven villages in his way 
from Yafte. 

Rama is pleasantly situated on a good soil, fur- 
nished with a well-built convent of the Franciscan 
order, and rendered peculiarly interesting by the prox-* 
imity of some ancient groves of olive trees. 

Next morning our traveller resumed his journey, 
and proceeded over a rugged, barren, and mountainous 
country, till about suh-set, when he entered the g^te 
of Jerusalem. His servant, having loitered behind^ 
was stopped by some wandering Arabs, thrown from 
his mule, and robbed. As the weather was intensely 
cold, and snow began to fall, the prospect of the ce- 
lebrated city was not then sufficiently interesting to 
gratify the European's expect^oQ. It is seated on an 
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eminence, and its walls, which remain toleraWy perfect 
aod are constructed of a reddish stone, form the chief 
object in the approach. The religious of lerra Santa 
are possessed of great power, and their manufactory of 
relics, crucifixes, chaplets, ^c. is in a most flourish- 
ing states yet the church of the Holy Sepulchre is so 
shamefully neglected, that the beams, said to be 
cedar, are falling to decay, and the whole roof is sq 
materially injured, that the snow descends into the 
midst of the church. The Armenians have a convent 
that is exceedingly handsome, and sufficiently large 
to yield accommodation- for a thousand pilgrims. The 
Catholic comrent has 9 large subterraneous cistern, 
which receives the snow as it mejts frqra the roof and 
other parts, and thus supplies the monks with water 
for a considerable part ofthe year. 

The Mount of Oliver, on th^ east of the city, eom-r 
xnands the best view of Jen;i83l^ra. In front is the 
chief mosque, sai4 hy the Mahometans to contain the 
body of Solomon. From the . 9ame mount may be 
seen in clear wefitber the Dead Se3 in a direction nearly 
south-east 5 the intervening region is extremely rocky. 

The tombs of ^he kings are composed of hard rock, 
and embellished with Grecian sculpture. On the sar^ 
cophagi 9re numerous ornaments of foliage and flowers, 
aiid ^ach apartment is secured with ^ heavy pannelled 
4oor 9f stone. They are supposed to have been con* 
structed by command of Herod and his successors, 
who swayed the sceptre of Judea 5 but they are now 
n^terially injured by the attempts of various persons 
to discover hidden treasures. 

Setblehem is situated at the distance of six miles, 
in a beautiful country, blest with a salubrious air and 
abundant fertility. The watei* is conveyed in a low 
aqueduct which formerly passed to Jerusalem. The 
Fons Si^atus is a charming spring, yielding a constant 
supply to three large cisterns, one of which is in to-> 
ierahle preservation. At a small distance from these, 
a beautifi)! rivulet called the* Deliciae Solomonis laves 
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the herbage of the valley and fertilizes some fine gar- 
dens, while the circumjacent soil is richly clothed with 
an elegant assemblage of fig-trees, vines, and olives. 

About the same distance, towards the Wilderness, 
stands the convent of St. John, in the midst of a pic- 
turesque and highly-romantic country pleasantly spotted 
with oliv« trees and yineyarde. The mode of agri- 
culture is here extremely curious. As the country 
abounds in abrupt risings and declivities, little walls 
are built for the purpose of sustaining the soil, and 
forming narrow terraces. Tl)e earth is turned up with 
sftiall ploughs drawn by oxen, and it requires a dexter- 
oas driver to turn his plough in such a manner as to 
avoid >Iamagtng the walls. The cultivation is generally 
crowned with abundant success. 

Of cattle, the breed is generally small j horses are 
vety scarce 3 and a^ses, resembling those of £urope, 
ace commonly used for travelling. 

The population of Jerusalem may be estimated at 
near twenty thousand souls. The government is in 
the hands of an aga,^who receives his authority from 
the pasha of Damascus ; his troops, however, are so 
inconsiderable^ that the whole of Palestine may be re- 
garded as in the power of the Arabs. Arabic it th<B 
general language, except among the Greeks and Af- 
meniaas. The Christian women, who abound til the 
city, are distinguished trom the believers of the Koran 
by white veils The Mahometans wear a similar ar- 
ticle of dress,. but always of another colour. 

On the 2d of March, 1797, our author quitted Je- 
rusalem, and after riding about three hours arrived at 
JBenjtrh,. where lie devoted the night to repose, and on 
the following day pursued h's route to Naplbsa, the 
(Capital of the district called Samaria. 

This town is pleasantly situated between two hills, 
upon one of which is the castle. It has several mosques, 
and carries on a considerable trade with Damascus and'' 
the coast j there is also a cotton manufacture. The 
government i$ • nominally vested in ^ person de? 
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|>ated 'fhxai the pasha of Damascus, but in fact con* 
ducted by the principal inhabitants. Th^ population 
is large^ including many Jews of tlie Samaritau heresy; 
but the natires are very hostile to Christians, who 
have DO establishment here. The adjacent country is 
agreeably diversified with hills and valleys, and is m 
general covered with vines and mulbeny trees. 

During the first part of his journey from Naplosa 
to Nazareth, Mr. Browne observes, tiie road was rocky 
and mountainous, and he only discovered three vil* 
lagei in the space of as many hours ; but the vales 
were literally filled with vines, fig-trees, and olives, 
and even the rocks were frequently shaded with a 
charming variety of vegetation. Having passed the 
mountains £bal and Gerizim, he can^c to an ex- 
tensive plain of excellent land, from whence he 
discovered a small fortress, which repulsed Jezzar 
j>asha, who undertook to storm it with five thou* 
sand men and some pieces of catuion. It contains 
seven round towers, and has two gates. The Samari- 
tan peasants are a hardy, warlike race, and are usually 
well supplied with arms. 

Sebaste, or Samaria, is now a contemptible deserted 
viUagq* Ginea is a decent town, and Nazareth is a plea- 
sant village, situated on a gentle declivity. 'J he ge- 
nerality of the inhabitants are Christians, who have 
a respectable convent. At a small distance is Mount 
Tabor, from whence there is a charming prospect of - 
the circumjacent country.' 

Quitting Nazareth, our traveller proceeded for about 
six hours over a fertile tract of land, on which, how- 
ever, but skw villages apj^ared, to the city of Acre/ 
which he describes as tolerably spacious ', containing 
from fifteen to twenty thousand individuals, and hav- 
ing several public edifices. Its sitation is on a promon- 
tory, near a small gulf, but it has no haven. In fa- . 
vourable weather the shipping is anchored near tlie 
shore, but European vessels anchor opposite a smal,! 
place at the foot of Mount Carmel, called Haifa, >vkefe 
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the water is generally smooth. The trade of Acr6 is 
pretty considerable. Broad-cloth^ tin, lead, and 0ther 
articles are imported from Europe, in exchange for 
cotton $ and from Egypt there are large imports of 
rice. As the Egyptian soil is not suited to the growth 
of cotton, this article is a staple commodity of Libya. 

The whole appearance of the city lias been recently 
<^anged by the improvements and decorations of Ach- 
met pasha, who has built an elegant mosque and batiis, 
two markets, a palace, and reservoirs for water. There 
are likewise three khans, or places for the reception of 
goods and of travellers 5 five or six mosques, an esta- 
blishment of Franciscans, and a Greek and Armenian 
church. Part of a double fossee sitill remains, wiiich 
formerly encircled the town, but is frequently diUipi- 
dated by the workmen, who are commanded ta em- 
ploy the materials in modem structures. Thepecaliar 
revenue of the pasha arises from an impost on wine, 
^rain, meat, fish, and other articles of consumption } 
the other resources flowltig, as usual, from the taxation 
of lands, the capitation tax on Christians, and the 
customs. The pasbalik of Damascus, however, pro- 
duces the greatest advantages to Jezzar, who, hy means 
of largesses attiie Porte, contrived to* add this to his 
former government. His military force was formerly 
estimated at twelve thousand, but at the time of our 
author's visit it did not gr^atly^ exceed one-third <^ that 
2Kiml)er. 

On the 2d of April Mr. Browne left Acre, in order 
to pursue his journey to Seide. The road runs- near 
•the sea- side, through a track that is completely over- 
run with thorns and thistles. Some few remains of 
antiquity were discovered, but they were so scattered 
and de4ced, that it was impossibie to guess their ori- 
ginal destination. The shore is abrupt, and accom- 
panied with deep water 5 the villages thinly scattered 
over the face of the country, and the population very 
trifling. 

After sle^ng at the bouse of a ^shech/in a small 



Tillage) our author passed the sublime and picturesque 
eminence known by the name of the White Pro- 
montory. The road b here cut through the rock, 
"which is of white calcareous stone^ covered with bushes 
on the right side, but on the left presenting an abrupt 
precipice to the ocean. This road is ascribed^ by 
the tradition of the natives, to Alexander the Great. 

The next object worthy of remark is the Leontis, 
an inconsiderable stream, and easily fordable, at th^ 
period of our. traveller's journeys but in the wet sea- 
son it swells to a rapid torrent, as is usually the casie 
with most of the rivers that descend from the moun- 
tains of Libya to the sea. Proceedmg across four small 
streams running over their beds of pure gravel, and 
the dry courses of some rivulets, Mr. Browae arrived 
at Tyre, perfectly endianted with the bright verduiie 
and elegant scenery of the adjacent country. 

The once famous and magnificent city of Tyre is 
now dwindled away into a small assemblage of misera- 
ble huts, situated on the northern extremity of the 
isle, and afFordihg a residence to a few poor fishermen, 
who seemed totally unconscious of the classic ground 
they trod. The isthmus which unttfss it with the con- 
tinent is about six fiirloogs jtn length ; the isle itself 
is of an irregular form, and does not exceed half a 
mile at the broadest part. The circumference of the 
ancient city could not therefore exceed twelve furlongs. 
The isl^. is now entirely destitute of vegetation, nor 
were any fragments of antiquity discovered, except 
three n)btilated columns of granite. Southward of 
the isthmus were observed, on the land side, some re- 
mains , of an aqueduct that formerly supplied this city 
with Water ; a cistern somewhat resemk^ing those of 
the Fous Signatus ; and a fountain that ri^es with svif- 
ficient strength to turn a mill. 

Pursuing his route over a narrow plain, by the sea 
shore, our author arrived at Seide, the ancient Sidon^ 
about sun- set. This is a larger town than Acr6, blest 
by nature with a salubrious air a&d-fbasaat situ^tioD* 
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The rustle, built by the celebrated Fakr el Din, is siir- 
rounded by the water, and the magnificent palace 
which he erected in the Italian style is now entirely 
ruinous* There was formerly a convenient port, 
formed by a ridge of rocks $ but it was filled up by 
command of the emir, to* prevent the Turkish vessels 
from entering. The sea here evidently encroaches on 
the land, as a large tessellated pavement, of variegated 
marbles, representing rf horse, festoons, &c. still re- 
mains close to the sea, on tlie northern extremity of 
the city, Sevei-al granite columns are worked mU) the 
walls, and some of them are fixed as posts oh the bridge 
leading lo tlie fort. A part of the city wall still re- 
mains, with one gate, in the vicinity of which is a 
small square building that contains the tombs of ths 
emirs of the Druses, who ^ied when Seide was in their 
possession. The castle of St. Louis was- seen by otff 
author, who observes, that it commands the city from 
an adjacent eminence on the south. 

The rent of houses, aud the mode of living, ar6' 
much cheaper at Seide than at Acre, and the govern- 
ment milder, so that strangers are not Hable to be iir- 
suited. The town is completely encompassed with 
gardens, that produce an abundance of mulberry trees. 
Silk is the chief commodity of traffic. A considerable 
commerce was formerly carried on with Marseilles/ 
but in consequence of a disagreement between pasha 
Jezzar and some French factors it has been annihi- 
lated. 

From Seide our author made an excursion,' on the 
6ih of April, to visit the district of Kefrawan, where 
he arrived after a ride of about fotfr hours, having tra- 
velled over a J'Ugged ascending road till he reached 
the convent of Mochaulus> which is pleasantly si- 
tuated in a romantic country, about half way up thc( 
acclivity. 

Next morning he visited a convent of Maronites, itt 
Kefrawan, where the neighbouring mountains are 
richly em^bellished with lofty iirs|. clothed with innu-' 
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fT>eraWe herbs and odoriferoDS shrubs, and studded 
with flowers, whose colours might vie with those of 
the rainbow. Myrtles and lavender grow wild upon 
these eminences, and the rose of Jericho adorns th^e 
jbanks of the rivulets, while the valleys are planted 
with a profusion of vines and mulberry trees \ and corn 
and 4entils are produced in surprisuig abundance. The 
jconvent commands a capital prospect of Seide^ the sea, 
^nd the adjacent coast. 

The Christians possess much greater indulgence iij 
Kefrawian than in other places, and are even permitted 
to announce the commencement of divine service by 
linging of bells. The Marpnite monks are by no 
means idle, as they serve themselves in the various car 
pacities of cooks, carpenters, tailors, gardeners, 5^c, 
each having his distfnct province. 

Hairing satisfied his curiosity at Kefrawap, Mr- 
Browne returned to Seide, and pn the pth of Aprj} 
set out for Beirdt, the anpient Birytus, where he ar- 
pired, after crossing a tract of deep sand and pj^ssing 
two rivers, one of which was the Damer, or ancient 
Tamyras. 

Notwithstanding the shameful neglect and mutila- 
tion of the iinp groves at Beinlt since the death of 
Fakrei Din, emir of the Druses, who evidently de- 
lighted in its improvement, the approach is even now 
grander to this town than to any other on the coast of 
Libya. The ci^y itself is of small dimensions, apd 
was un walled till it was assaulted by the Russians^ 
when Jezzar built the walls with several towers, to 
give it a forrhidable appearance j but this defence is 
extremely slight, ^nd the flatness of the situation is 
also a great disadvantage. It has a good and commo- 
-dious wharf, and European vessels cast anchor in the 
summer near a smali point of land that runs into the 
sea before the city, and |s denominated Beirut Point j 
but in the winter they prefer ap anchorage in a sort of 
gulf, towards the north, which is sheltered by th^ 
pnountain frpm the strong winds, and is rpputpd exceed- 
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ingly secure. The staple commodity of the country 
is raw silk, exported to Cairo, Damascus, Aleppo, 
and Europe. A pottery is also established from whence 
jars and jugs are qarried to all parts of the coast ; and, 
fi'om the peculi^ nature of the clay, are held in the 
highest estimation. Provisions are rather dear; the 
fi&h is superior to that of Sdde $ and the xed wine of 
Libanus which is brought here, is tolerably good ; but 
as it cannot be transported from the mountain without 
a license from the custom-bouse, it is much dearer 
than forn^rly. Its present price, however, 19 oply 
equivalent to 4L sterling per cwt 

The suburbs of Beirut are nearly as extensive as the 
city itself, consisting of beautiful gardens adqined 
with a profusion of figs, olives, and other fruit-trees, 
and supplied with houses for t|^e residence of the pro- 
prietors. Mr. Browne, however, was unable to find 
jiny of the gardens and apartments formed by Faiir el 
Din, on the European principle, or any of those sta- 
tues which that munificent iniprover*9 residence ia 
Italy bad enabled him to collect. 

On the 22d of April our author visited a pleasant 
village called Antura, on Mount Libanus, having pass- 
ed a considerable stream denominated the Nahr Bei- 
rut, which is the famous river of Adonis, so exqui- 
sitely described by Milton, in the vicinity of Aotura 
is a convent of nuns ; and the dress of the Christians in 
this part of the country seems pei:fectly ui>restrained, 
as they adorn their turbans with various colours, even 
with green, which is accounted sacred by the Mussul- 
men. They ave likewise freely indulged in the exercise 
of i their religion : but despotism appears so natural to 
the clime, that those who live under Christian go- 
temors complain of an equal oppression with persons 
who are subject to the Turks. '' The poor people,** 
says our author, " are fteeced by tlie shechs, and the 
^hechs themselves are fleeced &y the pasha Jezzar.*' 

From hence Mr. Browne made a little excursion to 
{larife, the resideiiice of tlie Maronite patriarch, and 
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returned to Beirut, He then joined a party of dis- 
banded soldiers^ and proceeded in their company to- 
wards Tripoli, over a tract of country that is noted for 
an excellent production of tobacco. 

On the third day he arrived at the place of destina- 
tion, which he describes as a lafge city situated about 
twelve furlongs from the sea. The houses are well 
builjt, and the generality of the streets are paved. On 
the highest ground, tow^r<l the south, is the castle for- 
merly possessed by the earls of Tripoli 5 it is a large 
strong edifice, an4 comn^ands a partial view of Mount 
Libanus. Thp population is estimated by our author 
at ^ixt^n thops^n^ individuals, among whom are some 
of the richest and most respectable Mahometan mer- 
chants in the empire. This city is the seat of a pasha, 
and together with Damascus, Acre, and Aleppo, con-^ 
stitutes the only four pashaliks of Libya. That of Tri- 
poli, is the smallest in power and territory. Vessels an- 
chor near the shore, and are sheltered froip the fury of 
the winds by a ridge pf rocks, but the situation is 
deemed rather insecure. The gardens in the neigh- 
bourhooil are well stdtked with mulberry and other 
fruit trees j but owing to a considerable quantity of 
stagnant water the air is -very unhealthy, llie chief 
article pf commerce is silk 5 and the miri, or public 
revenue, paid to Constantinople, is about lOQOi. ster- 
ling per annum. ' 

Quilting Tripoli, on the 30th of April our author 
continued his route to Ladakia, the ancient Laodicea^ 
built by Seleucus Nicandr in honour of his mother". 
The first appearance of the city was extremely melan- 
choly, as exhibiting the ravages of an earthquake, 
which, in the year 179^* ^^ shaken a great part of 
its buildings to the ear&> and swept numbers of the 
inhabitants to an untimely 'grave. It is situated in an 
extensive plain, is unwall0d," and only paved in part; 
but the streets are perfectly clean 3 the air is salubrious, 
and the fragrance of the surrounding gardens delight* 
m. Jiie town contains eight mosques, an4 has ^ 



convement |K>rtj across tbe eutrance pf which is a bar 
of sand. I'he government is in th^ bands of a deputy » 
sent tbitber by tbe pasha of Tripoli. 

On the 5th of May Mr. Browne departed for Alep- 
po, in company with four other persons, and oa llie 
second day passed through one of the most picturesque 
countries that he had ever seen in the whole course of 
his travels, and which preaeated a scene — 

Where round the loftj rock's majestic brow 

JLuzu riant foliage twines, and Aowrets blow. 

Amidst this clifts unnumbered afarubs appear, 

Or murmuring riv'lets soothe the trav*iler*« tar $ 

Whi Ut aromatic herbs perfume the gale» 

And vines and olives crown the fertile vale. Smitr. 

The following day was occupied in t|:aversing anotlier 
romantic district^ and U)e travellers passed the night in 
the open air, at Shawr, in the vicinity of the majestic 
river Orontes. The town of Shawr is populous, and 
has a good caravansera, originally designed for the ac- 
commodation of the caravan, which rests there in its 
journey from Constantinople to Mecca. At a small 
distance is a good stone brid^> consisting of seven 
arches. 

Continuing their route, the travellers arrived op the 
fifth day at the village of Keftin, remarkable for the 
number of its pigeon>houses, which supply the coun- 
try even to Aleppo. The natives are a sect of pretend- 
ed Mahometans ; but, when in company with Chris- 
tians, they aflfect to approve of their religion. 1 heir 
women are fair, and tolerably featured -, they go un- 
veiled i and at Martrawao, which is not &t distant, 
they aiie introduced, by their fHends, to the notice of 
ttrangers. The circumjacent fields are extremely rich 
ia soil, and yield a great abundance of wheat and 
fcadey. 

From hence our author proceeded £>r about eight 
hoars, when be came within view of Akfxpo, and in 
about two hmr» more arrived at that magnifiqent city. 

Aleppo is weU built, and paved with aUme; tbe site 



w roc^c^r and pnequal $ 9 number of tall cypres^ trees^ 
contrast^ wi^ii t^ wi)ite miQajrets of the mo^ues, 
give jf^mpst pict.ure9qu9 appearance^ and the gardens 
chiej^^j^odaoe pisiadlii^ios. Tl>e bouses are clean, sub- 
stantia)/ and coromodious. The people sire distin- 
guished by an air of affect^ politeoess seldom fqipd 
Ih the other towns of Libya, and even their dialect has 
its characterii^tic quirks. The population and buildings 
are apparently on the increase 5 bu;t in proportion as 
<he capital is augmented the surrounding villages are 
gradually deserted. 

The ^ereefs, or descendarits of Mahon^^t, hefe form 
^ consideiable faction, consisting of all ranks^ ^0l;^ the 
highest imam to the most obscure peasant. Their 
number is coai)}uted, by our author> at n^ar sii^ty 
thousand individuals. The Janizaries, who fctrna pa 
opposite faction, are greatly superior in cpurage, bwt 
little acquaiiated with the i;se of ard(ns^ pr Ijhe n^iUf^p^- 
yres of a battle. The fqrcie ^tbe two parties is there- 
fore merely balanced, and many disputes arise fpr of- 
&oi^ of proigt i»r au!thor»ty, which usi;»lly efid in hjlopd* 

The i?)auufactures of silk and cottQn ^rein a flourisih* 
log condition, and yield, an e]cce}lent su^iatence both 
to Mahometans and Christians. I^arge caravans ij;e- 
qu^ntly arrivje ^t Aleppo with coffee from MoRha, ; 
cherry* t];ee pip^s and tobacco^ from Persia 5 an4 Jn;^^ 
]ins, shawls, kcl Ax^m India. 

Besides thp above me^itioned manufactures oi Alep- 
po, and the productioos of the circumjacent countiy, 
which are regularly exported to £urQpe> three or four 
caravans, laden with pistachio oMts and. other artiales 
of merchandise, proqeed annv^lly thrpv^g^ Anatolia 
to Constantinople. A epmoaiercil^ intenQpi^rse is «ilso 
roaiptained with Aiitio6b> Paipasctp^ Lo^^kia, Tri- 
poli, and the eastern towns in the vicinity of .the £u- 
|>hriK«8. 

At ^ «aiaU distaac^ from the Antioch g^te %rfi%t 



•i^uarries, which supplied the stone for the etcclion of 
the city. On hoth sides of a road, cut through the 
jiolid rock, are seen the mouths of several caverns, 
from whence a number of passages branch out in various 
directions. It seems probable, that these quarries 
Vvcre designed by the ijative artificers for some useful 
purpose, as several rough colijmns and perpendicular 
shafts are left, which admit some portion of lights an4 
|he walls are hewn to a greater degree of sniopihnes§ 
^han is usually seen in such places. They have been 
evidently occupied afterwards, as marks of firie, maijr 
gerg for horses^ and burial places, may be clearly 
discovered. Probably they aflforded a retreat to thfe 
disbanded Dellis, who have been frequently known to 
assault and sometimes murder the unsuspecting pas- 
jienger. Without the city there is a large cerhetcry, 
where Mr. Browne discpv<3red the toipob. of an English- 
fnan, inscribed with the date l6i3. 
•' The price of provisions has increased greatly within 
a few year's. Meat is good and plentiful.* Of fish there 
'ar6 none, but a few eels,' found in a small riyer called 
the Coik, which d^ends from Aintab, and after 
^(Mssing thidugh the city is lost in a marsh on the 
West. Wine is extremely 4eai, as no^ie is produced 
i)t the neighbourhood, 

' At Aleppo^ onr author witnessed an illumination of 
t||i^ mosques on Thursday night, to usher hi th^ Ma- 
hometan sabbath ; a practice unknown at Cairo and 
'^her cities of the so'nth. llie' dress of the natives ap- 
proximates to that of Constantinople, rather than tp 
that of Egypt and Southern Lfbya. In wet weather a 
kind of patten is worn by persons of both sexes ; but its 
shape isf disagreeable to the eye, and its noise on the 
pavement insufferable to the ear. THc' women of 
jflLleppo are ratjier masculine/ ^nd pf |)rpwn ^pm? 
]^xi6nE|.'' •'**■•' 

''Pnthe nth of June our author recommenced his 
Jopfney/ ^(^ after traversing 9 countiy fK>wp with 
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hashish, a kind of ^x, s^nd passing the Otontes, at a 
ferry^ ke arrived at Antioch on the 14th, which he 
thus describes at the period of his visit. 

Antioch, now called Aotaki, is governed bjr a mo« 
hassel, who receives his appointment from Constant!* 
Bople. Ihe walls are extensive, running from the river 
Orontes, the southern boundary of the city, up to the 
summit of the mountain. They are substantially built« 
and are flanked with several towers. A bridge U 
erected over the river, which meanders through « fer- 
tile v^leyj and a large castle on the mountain, now 
muci^ dilapidated, commands an extensive prospect of 
t^ cp\intry« The situation of Antioch is supenor, in 
^11 respects, te that of Aleppo ; the W is more salu- 
^rioi^s ) it is well supplied with wine from the moun- 
tain, and a varjety of sea fish 3 and the moiith of the 
f iv^r fbr^s a convenient haven for small vessels. The 
length of the plain Qf Antioch is computed at i|bout ttn 
xniles ^d a half, tbe Vidth six miles; the language 
generally spoken by the inhabitants is the Turkish. 

I^rqm henoe Mr. Browne made an excursion to 
Suadesi, the ancifsnt ^eleucia, at the distance of four 
liours from Antioch ; the intervening road is agreeably 
diversified with hill and dale, and the country richly 
embroidered with a profusion of fiawering and odori- 
ferous plants ; as myrtles, ole^iMiers, .cyclamens, &c. 
yet the population is app^jKotly very small. ' AAer 
crossing four rapid and translucent streams, that run 
into the Orontes, owr author obtained a night's lodging 
in a garden of mylberries, which seiVed to furnish a 
iivelihood for the numerous fasify of a heritable 
natii^e. >« 

8eleucia presents to the contemplative mind a strik- 
ing idea of the immense labour used by its former pos- 
sessors to render it convenient for the purposes of 
traffic, though it is now shamefully neglected by its 
present masters. One large gate, of the Doric order, 
fitiU remains entire, near a rock th^ lias been hewn 
cut into several apartments. Some portion likewise 
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cexnains of the substantial wall wjbich defende.d Ser 
leucia to.wards the seji. Thcugh the port be at present 
^dry, the sand in the bottojm is not higher than the sur? 
face of the sea. It is formed by a mole of large stones, 
jind must consequeptly have been commodious and 
secure, though pf smajl dimensions. Towards the 
north w^s observed a cuiious passp.ge in the rock, lead- 
ing by a gientle declivity from th.e summit of the mouur 
tain to Uie brink of the river. Jts length is aboj^e si^ 
hundred common paces, its height from thirty to fifty 
&et, and its breadth about twenty feet. ^ streamlet 
Of pure water runs down its side from the mountain to 
Seljeuda, and the upper part of the rock is fixM of arti- 
ficial ^cavations. Towards the sea there ar« some 
catacombs, ornanaent/ed ^th mouldings, cornices, and 
pilasters. . • 

Our iraveller now returned to Anttoph, and from 
ih&ipii proceeded safely to Aleppo, not^thstanding 
Iha caravans are frequently attacked by two wandering 
Iribes, called the |Curds and the Turco^nans, who 
usually pass the winter in the plains of Antioch, and 
^^inng Uie summer infest th^e vicinity of Anatolia. 

On the 2^d pf July, Mr. Browne set put with the 
paravan for Damascpi, where hp arrived, after a jour- 
'4iey o^ about 0fitee|| days. The approach of the city is 
yi^ry remarkabli^ . Mfeji emheU'rsited for ^ieveral miles 
SMtb a number of gamtn aifdl j^en by a paved way 
pf considerable length. The sitoatton of Damascus is 
jn an extensive plain, adorned with trees, flowers, &r. 
to tne length of nine miles, and the breadth of more 
4han four miles af>#%half. The walls are pf a circular 
form, ancient, and sf|N)ng, but not very Tofty. They 
are furnished with nine ff^tps, and near the mountain 
aresome Saracenic i*jemai^s of a mosque aujd palace, 
i;>earihg several iiiscriptiotis in the Coptic cliaracter. . 

' Damascus is the seat of a cons^erable trade, and Its 
jnanufactures, consisting of silk and cotton, afford em- 
4>Joyment and support to a great number of Mussulmen 
^p4 phristi^ni^. Much soap is alsQ made^ apd c^rrl^ 
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id Egf^t and various ^parts of Libya. Such European 
articles as are used by the Orientals are brought from 
Seide, Beirut, and Tripoli, by the regular caravan^. 
From Persia and the £ast, sbawlSi; maslins; and the rich 
fabrics off Suftrt, are conveyed by the caravans of Bag- 
dad. Foritierly the Dama^oenes were extremely ad- 
verse to mairitfine commerce, and it is but lately thati 
tliey have ,been persuaded to transport their merchant 
dise by siea to Constantinople. 

Among a nlumber of elf^emosynary establisbmentg ttt 
the city, the most remarkable is one, constructed by 
command of sultan Selim, for the reception of strao**' 
gers, thovigji at . present it is appropriated to other put- 
poses. The building consists of a large quadrangld>. 
lined with a colonnade^ and roofed with a succession of 
^mall domes. The adjoining mbsque is a magnificent 
edifice, covefed with a cupola i it has two minarets, 
and the entraiide is supported by four beautifvd colunm^ 
of red gi^anite. The apartments are numerous, anS 
the kitchen, on th^' Side opposite to the mosque, i$ 
perfectly consonant with the grandeur of the esta- 
blishment. 

The Damascenes have been formerly noted for their 
intolerant behaviour to Franks ; but this was not ex- 
perienced by our author, Who describes them as a sobef, 
industrious, and unassuming people. Tbt sif6m6fx 
and children are generally fair, and well featured. 
The female dress is much the same with that of Con- 
stantinople. The population may^be estimated at two 
hundred thousand souls. 

Exclusive of contingencies and crbitrary exactionsV 
the land-ta^ and the jizie constitute the only resourco^ 
in the province of Damascus; the miri, ot public re- 
venue, may probably amount to five hundred thousand 
pounds sterling. The pashalik ^s the first in Asia; 
the city is divided into twenty^three district»> each o£ 
which i$ under its distinct magi<rtrate. The shops itf 
the extensive baa^airs are all furnished with every specie? 
of merchandise, and both the population and ti^ jhrd 
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gradmilljr increasing, ubder th» government of a jtrSt 
and equitable pasha. 

On the departure of the sacred caravan from Da- 
txiascns, the {msha is rendered accountable for its safety ; 
and when he reeeiveft tire senjak sherii, or easign of 
the prophet, from the governor of the castle, he is 
' obliged to give a writing, before witnesses, in which he 
engages to brhig it ba<£. Wheh he approaches the 
city, on his return, a messenger is sent to Constanti- 
nople, with water from the famous well Zemzem, in 
the vicinage of Mecca, and dares from Medine, which 
are presented to the emperor on hts visiting the 
mosque. The vizir then presents a list of pashas for 
the ensuing year, and the ^n^w are made out in 
due form. 

On the day after; his arrival our atithor witnessed the 
entrance of the gratid caravan from Miecea, when some 
of the inost wealthy, pilgrims were carried in litters, 
but the greater ntimber rode in panniers placed on the 
back of camels. The street, which was several miles 
l6ng, was completely lined with spectators, who had 
assembled, some with anxiety to see their friends, 
Cithers tb gratify their curiosity, and a third part im- 
pfessed with reverence for the sacred procession. 

The ensuing Saturday presented a still grander scene 
to the Edropean, viz. the entrance of tlie pasha of 
Damascus, who is always the chief of the caravan by 
office* It entered tlie city in the fallowing manner : 
three hundred dellis, or cavalry, mounted on Arabian 
horses 3 fifleea men seated on dromedaries, with 
musqaetoons, or large carbines f some great ofBcers, 
well mounted and elegantly clothed -, part of the pasha 
of Tripoli's janiaaiies, followed by the pasha himself, 
with his officers^ and the remainder of his guard. Next 
adduced the tattarawaia of the Damascene pasha, an* 
other tr^p of four hundred dellis, a body of thirty 
rousquetooners, and one hundred and fifty Albanians 
in uniform, befoi'e whom was borne tlie standard of 
Mahomet, composed of green silk, with sentences of 
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the Koran embroidered m gold, and ihe magnificent 
canopy brought from Mecca, attended by a strong 
party of foot guards. Then came the pasha*s threo 
tails, consisting of white liorses, richly caparisoned, 
and' each bearing a silver target and a sabre -, six le4 
dromedaries, in elegant housings ; these were folio wed- 
by the chief personages of tlie city, among whom were 
the aga of the Janissaries, the governor ot the castle, 
and the raoha^ei. The rear was then brought up by 
the pasha of Damascus, dressed in a habit of greeni 
cloth, adorned with the fur of a black fox, and accom- 
panied by his two sons, who, like himself, were mount- 
ed on the linest steeds of Arabia. Upwards of a hun- 
dred camels were employed in bearing the tents and 
baggage of the pasha, and the whole procession passed 
without the least noii>e or disturbance, to the great 
credit of the spectators, whose usual repast had been 
delayed several hours in consequence of their curiosity. 

Quitting Damascus, on the lO'th of August,* Mr. 
Browne set out for Balbec, or Heliopolis, with only 
one attendant. After pa^^sing through a district finely 
adorned with vines and hg-trees, he reached the con- 
vent of Seiduaia. which commands an excellent view of 
Damascus and the surrouiiding plain, l^rora thence 
he proceeded through the village of Malula, (which 
coniains a convent, said to have been erected in the 
time of Justinian), to Yebrud, the ancient Jebruda, 
where the inhabitants are chieily Musaulmen. He 
now travelled in company with a Greek bishop to a 
small town, on the north of the wood called Mara, 
from whence he proceeded under the Dahr el Chur, 
said to be the highest summit of the Anti-Libani.an 
mountains, and on the 20th arrived at Balb c, after 
descendmg, for nearly three hours, through a steep and 
jugged glen in the mountain. 

From the high grounds our author had a complete 
view of Balbec ; but as he observed nothing particular 
to add to the description of former travellers, he is 
silent upon that subject, and hasiens to inform us, thdt 
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he' proceeded to die town of Zahbl6, pleasantly 
situated among the mountains^ and embellished with a 
great abundance of Lombardy poplars. It is divided 
into five districts, each having its separate sbecb, who 
is tributary to the emir of the Druses. One of the 
chief articles of cultivation is tobacco. , A rivulet, that 
descends from the a^acent rock, turns the mills and 
fertilizes the soil. Ine air is salubrious, and the po- 
pulation, chiefly consisting of Christians, is sufficiently 
large to send forth seven hundred warriors to the field 
of battle. In the vicinity of Zahble is a structure, 
called the. tomb of Noah : its length is about six.ty 
feet, which the orientals suppose to have been the 
st£^ture of Noah i and it is apparently the remains of an 
aqueduct. The pilgrims, who formerly visited a 
neighbouring mosque, were extremely numerous^ and 
the religious revenue is said to amount to three hundred 
purses aunually. 

After a wearisome progress, of two days, over the 
ridge of the mountains, our author visited the con* 
vent of St. John, where a printing-office is established; 
but, owing to the high price of paper, and the little 
demand for books, he found the press was stopped. 

At Zibdan6, on his return, he observed a gate of 
Gretian architecture ; and from thence pursuing his 
route through a fertile valley, intersected by the river 
Barade, here-entered Damascus, of which he says, in 
addition to his former remarks, *' The houses are re- 
markably large and commodious 5 and the furniture of 
the more opulent, comprising sophas of the richest 
silk embroidered with pearl, mirrors, Persian carpets, 
&c. is generally worth from five thousand to twenty- 
five thousand pounds sterling. The inhabitants are 
well supplied with water 5 and the fruit-trees in the 
vicinage are so abundant, .hat evei^ those which die 
are sufficient to yield plenty of fiiel for the city, while 
the others, that are cut down, are appropriated to the 
purpose of building, together with the walnut- tree and 
the Lombardy poplar." 
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On the 7th of Octbber Mr. fir()wne set out on his 
return to Aleppo, where he arrived^ after a journey of 
twelve days, having observed, in the course of his routej 
that almost every town and village was provided with 
4 market, though the caravanseras were all in a ruinous 
condition. 

From Aleppo our author set out on the 21st of Oc« 
tober, in order to proceed through Anatolia to Con« 
stantinople. The direct road lies through Beilan, 
Adene, Konia, Kutahia, and fiursa ; but, as the pasha 
of Beilan was in a state of rebellion, the caravan was 
constrained to turn tothenortli-east^and take an unusual 
route through the cities of Aintab, Kaisaria, and An- 
gora. On the SOtlvthey arrived at Aintab, which our 
author describes as a large place, inhabited promiscu- 
ously by Mahometans and Christians. It has a fortress 
and a garrison of Janissaries. There are five principal 
mosques^ a castle built on an artificial elevation, and k 
large burying-ground, which, at a distance, resembles 
an extensive suburb. The houses are built of stone. 
The chief commerce is leather and raw hides, cottons, 
and various coloured woollens. The language is the 
Turkish, tind the government is vested in a mitsellim, 
who carries his authority from Constantinople. 

After a progress of several days, our author ascended 
Mount Taurus, now denominated Kardn. It is a 
chain of high rocks, running from east to west, chiefly 
inhabited by the Kdrds, Snd yielding a retreat, in the 
summer season, to the Turcomans, who then retire 
hither froln the plain ofAntioch. Several thousand 
acres, on the mountains, abound with large cedars, 
savines, and junipers. The bases of the hills general- 
ly consist of tufa, and they are frequently intersected 
by streamlets of the purest water. 

Descending from Mount Taurus, they arrived at an 
extensive plain, watered by the river Sanis, and sur- 
rounded with mountains. Here they visit«i the town 
of Bostan, where the natives, like the generality of 
Anatolians, form a striking contrast to the more polish* 
2c2 
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ed inhabitants of Libya. The women are of fair and 
ilond complexions, but rather ungrac eful in their mo- 
' tions and formation. Ihey usually shelter their faces 
from the siin and rain, by broad, flat pieces of metal, 
flaced upon the head, and fa-tened with strings under 
the chin The nK»re opulent have theirs of silver, the 
ethers are of copper. Exclusve of this curious orna- 
ment, the c(.mmon dress is a short jacket and fiinged 
turban. Here our author noticed seme small tvo- 
Ivheeled carts, drawn by two oxen. " The wheels,** 
says he, ^'are solid, and the axle turns with them j 
consequently their progress is sufficiently noisy.'* 

From Lence, to Kaisaria, the country is plain, but 
thinly inhabited and ill cultivated. Adjoining the city 
there are, however, some productive fields, and the 
Lombard) poplar is again seen in great abuudauce. 

Kaisaria is situated on the south side of a fertile plain, 
•well watered by the Yermok and some rills, and con- 
taining a tolerable number of inhabitants. The cty is 
surrounded by walls, which are, however, much dila- 
pidated. The government is in tie hands of a mit- 
sellim, appointed from Constantinople. Great quan- 
tities of timber are transported from hence to various 
parrs, and our author obsei-ved great numbers ot black 
buffaloes, and large shaggy camels, that are bred by the 
Turcomans. 

Proceeding over a plain, that is nearly inundated by 
,the river Tumm, and crossing a bridge over a rapid, but 
apparently shallow, stream, supposed one of the 
branches of the Halys, Mr Browne reached Angora, on 
the 22d of November, about two hours before sunset. 

This city, which is situated upon an emiiience, near 
a small river, has a striking and agreeable ajpearance 
at a distance. It has been surrounded with a substan- 
tial wall, in some places apparently double; marks of 
a ditch are also clearly visible. I'he castle is very an- 
cient, and may originally have been deemed impreg- 
nable, as it is erected on a high perpendicular rock. 
A chain of outworks occupies, all the elevatedgioUAd lo 
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a considerable extent;^ Our traveller passed three 
gates^ on two of which he discovered some imperfect 
Greek inscriptions. On the nortli-west are said to be 
remains of an amphitheatre, but circumstances preclud- 
ed him from visiting them. There are also some ruins 
of a magnificent curia,^ of Corinthian architecture, and 
marked with several inscriptions highly complimentary 
to the emperor Augustus, in whose time the butlduig 
was constructed. - , * • 

The trade of Angora chiefly consists of yam for shal- 
loons and the native manufactureof stuffs. They likewise 
make shawls of goat's hair> that are equal in width and 
quality to the Kashmirian 5 but the manu^cturers are 
unable to work flowers in them. Good cloth was for- 
merly fabricated, but this branch of business was soon 
abandoned for want of due encouragement. Large 
quantities of opium are cultivated in this part of Ana- 
tolia, and wax. is exported to various quarters. 

The city itself is described, by our traveller, as one 
of the neatest he had ever visited ; its streets are paved 
with large granite, but without footpaths, and it is com- 
pletely surrounded by mountains. There are, how- 
ever, numerous gardens in the neighbourhood, that 
produce an abundance of finits, particularly excellent 
pears, which are sometimes sent as presents to Con- 
stantinople. The esculent plants are merely sufficient 
for the consumption of the citizens ; and corn is pur- 
chased at other, places, as the land is employed to 
greater advantage in the cuhivaiion of pasturage for the 
goats* M 

Quitting Angora, on the l6th of November, our 
author proceeded through Kostabec, Tourbali, and 
Yeywa, to Ismit, or Nikmid.the ancient Nicomedia, a 
large maritime town, built on the side of a hill, to the 
cast of an extensive plain. It is paved, but extremely 
dirty, and the houses are built of wood. Almost GVQvy 
habitation has a garden attached to it. The khan is 
neat, but not very spacious. _The adjacent mountain* 
are veiy lofty, and a long bridge leads from the town 
2C3 
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over a marshy land, near the liver Sakaria, which dis- 
embogues itself into the Black Sea. A great number 
of Greeks were observed among the inhabitants. 

From hence Mr. Browne departed, on the 7^^ ©f 
December, and, after passing along the shore, till the 
morning of the yth, when he arrived at Scutari, he 
continued his progress inin ediately to Constantinople, 
.where he found a new institution had been recently- 
ordained by the reigning sultan, who, finding his sol- 
diers unable to cope with those of Russia, had, with 
the assistance of the French, founded a regular corps, 
of about one thousand infantry, clothed in a tighter 
dress than formerly, supplied by gbvernment with 
muskets and bayonets, and furnished by the French 
with some 'brass field pieces, battering cannon, and 
flying artillery. 

After correcting the jjolice of the capital, sultati ^e- 
)im turned his attention to the encouragement of li- 
terature among his subjects, and has accordingly re- 
vived the mathematical school, restored the printing- 
office, and given an establishment to an engraver on 
copper. In the mathematical and marine school, a 
substantial and commodious edifice, there is an abun- 
dance of every thing except looks and histrtimenh. 
There are, however, professors who meet and smoke a 
social pipe, and thus the end of the institution is con- 
sidered as fully answered. Such is the consequence of 
the sultan's ignorance of the world, which led him to 
suppose that his commands could inspire genius, and 
that a pension could confer capacity. A new Arabic 
type was casting for the printing-office- bat whetlier 
the improvement of the type may tend to diffuse sub- 
stantial knowledge among the Turks, is a question 
not easily answered. The subjects given for engrav- 
ings are, the armillary sphere, some plans of fortifica- 
tion, the box .compass, &c. 

Among a variety of public libraries the most elegant 
Is that of Raghib pasha, formerly grand vizir, but whose 
bead was deyoted a sacrifice to the envy of the sultau. 
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Tills edifice is erected in the tiuddle of a square court, 
Consisting entirely of marble. The tomb of Rashib 
pasha^ adorned with gilt brass^ forms the centre of the* 
library. Aroond are elegant carpets and cushions, for 
the readers, and tiumerous books on all subjects, but 
chrefiy theology. The light is well disposed, the place 
perfectly quiet, and constantly attended by a librarian, 
so that our author observes he never saw a building ot 
histitiUion more complete of the kind. 

Fronting the street, there is a school, founded by xht 
same pasha. It is a convenient room, of thirty- five 
feet long and a proportionate width. About a hun- 
dred boys are here instructed in reading, penmanship, 
and the more simple parts of the Mahometan theology. 
A young Englishman, who has lately embraced the 
faith of their pretended prophet, is now established in 
the city, and has undertaken to read lectures upon 
mathematical snbjetrts. There is a considerable mar- 
ket for books, consisting of numtjrons shops well sup- 
plied. 

Strata of coals are found at about four hours di- 
stance, on the European side ; but it is difficult to 
work, on account of the sandy soil, which is apt to fall 
in. The mine has lately been neglected. 

Previous to his departure, our author visited a Greek 
printing-house, conducted by an Armenian. The press 
was then employed in printing a small exhortation in 
the Greek language, written by the patriarch of Jeni- 
salem, against the prevailing tenets of deism and 
atheism ; they throw off about a thousand sheets a day. 
The Turkish ladies, in fine weather, imitate the 
European custom of taking the aifj but as their faces 
are veiled, and they are likewise concealed in small 
latticed waggons, they are consequently unable to at- 
tract the admiration of the other sex by a display of 
their charms. One of the sultanas, sister of the mon- 
arch, has lately commanded a villa to be built on the 
Bosphorus, partly in the Chinese a&d partly in the 
European style. 
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The navy has been considerably improved by some 
French ship-builders. It now amounts to fifteen ves- 
sels, fit for service, and of considerable force. 

Between the city and Adrianople, the country is en- 
tirely plain, and the capital, on the land side, is capable 
of repulsing a victorious armjr. On the other side,' the 
forts are defended by the uncertainty of the winds and 
channels. 

Having satisfied his curiosity with respect to this 
&mous city, and made such remarks in the course of 
his observations as we have laid before our readers, Mr. 
Browne proceeded to Wallachia, from whence he 
travelled through Vienna, Prague, Dresden, Potsdam, 
Berlin, and Hamburgh, and on the l6th of September 
1798 he arrived in London, after devoting near seven 
years to a toilsome and perilous research, which reflects 
the highest honour upon his abilities, prudence, and 
perseverance, and which must ever raiik high among 
the generous efforts of Europeans. 
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"OEFORE we introduce to our readers the most in- 
teresting adventures of Park, and others, on the 
African continent, \re flatter ourselves that a concise 
abridgment of Barrow, whose descriptive powers en- 
chain attention, and extort applause, will prove in« . 
atructire to mani/y and acceptable to a//, who honour 
oor successive pages with a candid perusal, and are 
consequently entitled to the fruit of our labours. 

By his residence at the Cape of Good Hope, Mr. 
Barrow has l>een enabled to enrich the British librarfes 
with a dej5Cription of that settlement, far superior to 
any which has hitherto been mingled with the writings 
of other travellers ; and by his personal researches in 
the surrolmdiog districts, the geography, state, pro- 
dttce^ and popaiaition, of that extensive colony, with 
those of the circumjacent countries, are transmitted to 
Baropeans in the energetic language of truth, whiqh 
DiDSt indisputably flourish, when romantic opinions and 
fabulous discoTeries shall fall, exploded^ to the ground* 

According to a chart, which was ^executed in the 
yean. 1907 to 1798) t>7 order it the tarl 9f Macart.^ 
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ney, the colony of the Cape of Good Hope was found 
to include an area of 128,150 square mites, computing 
the length from west to cast at 550, and the breadth 
from south to north at 233 English miles. 

This extensive country, exclusive of Cape Town, 
contains about fifteen thousand white inhabitants, each 
of whom might, on a simple calculationi be supposed 
to possess ei^ht and sr half square miles of land : this, 
however, \§ not the case, as a very considerable por« 
tion of this territory consists of thirsty plains, that are 
doomed by nature to perpetual sterility, and chains of 
stupendous mountains, which are either wholly desti- 
tute of Tegetation, or scantily furnished with plants of 
a poisonous quality. j 

' Ihese mountainous chains are described by our aUi« 
thor under the three following names : The Irregular 
Belt, which encloses a fertile tract of land, from twcaty 
to sixty miles in width, pleasantly intersected with a 
Tariety of streams, luxuriant in fruit and forest trees, 
refreshed with frequent showers, and blest with aa 
equable temperature. 

The Zwarte Berg, or Black Mountain, which is 
superior in height to the first, and frequently consists 
of double ranges ; the district enclosed between this 
and the first chain is about forty miles in width, pre* 
senting to the spectator a varied scene of barren accii- 
Tities, fruitful meads, and naked plains. Its general 
surface is considerably higher than that of the Irregular 
Belt, its temperament more uncertain, and its intrinsic 
Yalue much inferior* 

The third mountainous range is called the. Nieuw- 
Teldt Gebergte, which, together with the second, en- 
closes the Great Karroo, or Parched Desert, which il 
utterly destitute of any human habiialion* 

The country likewise rises in successiTe mounts, 
from the western coast towards the lntt*hor ; tlk.* musi 
elcTated of these is denominated the Rogf«veldt, and 
closes with the Nieuwfeldt. To the northward o( 
the Ca^ the sotf is s^dy^ )Mmxi/«id disalAtt^. bat 
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the traveller who proceeds in an easterly direction 
will meet with some rich and picturesque scenery, to 
reward his toil and crown his expectations. 

Tlie territory known by the name of the Cape is di- 
vided into four districts *, in each of which a landrost, 
or civil magistrate, is established, who, with the ap- 
probation of six hemraaden, or country burghers, 
usually adjusts litigations, determines petty causes f, 
and superintends the aflfairs of government. 

The Cape district is chiefly composed of that moun- 
tainous peninsula whose southern extremity is called 
the Cape of Good Hope ; and the northern is the 
Table Mountain, flanked by the Devil's Hill on the 
east, and the Lion*s Head on the west. 
^ This peninsula, about thirty-six miles in length, and 
eight in breadth, is connected with the continent by a 
low neck of land, and may be properly described as 
one broken mountain; the different masses of which 
are of various formations, that alternately pierce the 
clouds with rocky fragments, and cheer the country 
with a smiling vegetation. 

Table Bay and False Bay, one of which laves the 
northern and the other the southern shore of the isth- 
mus, are usually resorted to by trading vessels. From 
September till May, while tha south-east winds are 
predominant,- the former affords the best shelter ; but 
during the rest of the year, when the north and north- 
westerly winds are strongest, the preference is gene- 
rally givea by mariners to a cove or indent, called 
Simon's Bay, on the western shore of the latter. 

There are likewise two small bays on the western 
side of the peninsula ; one of which is denominated 
Hoot, or Wood Bay, aftd the other Chapman's Bay. 



• ^he four districts are : that of the Cape, of SteUenbosch 
and Drakensteen, of Zwellendam, and of Graaf Reynet, which 
were successively colonized in the order here observed. 

f From these decisions an appeal may be made to the cour( 
of juttfte at Cape Town. 
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similar to the ruined walls of some stapeisdoas for* 
tress. 

The height of these walls is three thousand five him« 
dred and eighty-two feet above the leV^i of Table Baj ; 
the eastern side is still bolder, and-has one point con- 
siderably higher ; to the west the rock is rent into va- 
rious deep chasms, and worn away into numeroas 
pointed masses ; and about four miles toward the sondiy 
the mountain descends in successive terraces to the 
chain which extends completely along the penlAsala. 

The wings of the front* denominated the Lion's 
Headj and the DeviKs Mountain, are, in &ct, but dis- 
united fragments of the Table Mountain. 

The height of the former is two thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty feet, and that of the latter three thou- 
sand three hundred and fifteen. The upper part of 
the Lion's Head is a circular mass of stone, which, 
firom some points of view, exactly resembles the dome 
of St. Paul's' cathedral, erected upon a lofty, cone- 
shaped eminence ; but the Devil's Hill is broken into 
a variety of irregular points. 

The exact horizontal position of these three moun- 
tains, which are composed of multitudinous tabular 
masses, clearly demonstates their origin to be Nep- 
tutiian, and that no convulsion of the earth has ever 
happened in this part of Africa, since their formation, 
sufficient to disturb the Ace arrangement of their parts. 
The substratum of the plain on which the town is 
built, and the shores of 1 able Bay, compose a bed of 
blue, compact schistus, generally running in parallel 
ridges towards the south-east and nortli-west, but oc- 
casionally interrupted by considerable masses of a flinty 
rock of the same colour. From Robben Island, in the 
mouth of Table Bay, fine blue flags, diversified with 
white streaks, are procured, and appropriated to the 
purpose of paving the terraces before the houses. 

A body of strong clay, tinged with iron, and abound* 
ing with brown, foliated mica, lies upon the schistus j 
immense blocks of granite are imbedded in the clayi 
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and tBMOf coarser blocks/^ of a similar class^ afford 
sixelter to runaway slaves among the African mono* 
tains. 

The first horizontal stratum of the Table Mduntain 
commences about five hundred feet above the level 
of the sea, and rests upon the day and granite already 
mentioned. Upon a rough sand-stone^ of a dingey yeU 
low colour, is a deep brown sand-stone^ containing 
Teina of hematite and calciform ores of iron. This is 
succeeded by a mass of shining, granular quartz^ about 
a thousand feet in height, which ^ by exposure to the 
weather, is in many places changing into sand-stone. 
On the ^summit of the mountain such a transition has 
entirely taken place, and myriads of pebbles, of s6mi« 
transparent quartz* surround the skeletons of rocks io 
which they Were formerly imbedded. 

The ascent to the summit of the Table Mountain 
lies through a deep chasm, about three quarters of a 
mile in length, that divides the curtain from the left 
ItastioD. The perpendicular cheeks at the foot are 
above a thousand feet high, and the angle of ascent is 
equal to forty*five degrees. 

After quitting the romantic scenery of the chasm, 
and passing the portal, which forms two lines of na* 
toral perspective upon the summit, the adventurer feels 
a momentary disgust at the tame and insipid plain tliat 
spreads its dreary extent before his eyes ; this, how* 
ever, most infallibly subside when he reflects on the 
great command obtained by the elevation over sur* 
xoooding objects* On approachmg the edge of the 
mcuotain-— 

The weak brain turns, while down the craggy height 
The wond*ring traveller bends his aching sight ; 
The seaman's Tessen*d form astonished views, 
Or o*er the main some fleeting bark pursues x 
Though far beneath the sullen billows roar» 
Impetuous foam, and lash the sounding shore* 
The vast ascent theii* thundering noise repeU, 
And on its head eternal silence dwells. Smxtb. 

2d2 
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All the objects on the adjacent plain are m fact A* 
xninished to insignificance in the eye of the spectator; 
the hojises of Cape Town appear like childish fabric* 
Coniposed of cards ; the shn;bbery on the sandy isth- 
mus is merely visible; and the farms, with their enclo- 
sures, resemble a small picture held up at a distance. 

The wooded clifts of the mountains, on the penin- 
sula of the Cape, still afford a shelter to wolves And 
hyaenas, which, of late years, were exceedingly tvoable- 
some to the town. Their numbers are, however, 
greatly diminished, and the latter generally avoid the 
habitations of men, though the wolves are frcquentlj 
enticed, iu their nocturnal rambles, to the verge of tbe 
town, by dead cattle and tbe offals from slanghter- 
houses, that are usually exposed on the sides of the 
public road, to the disgrace of the inhabitants. 

In the excavated rocks, which abound in the colony, 
is found a small animal called the Das, It is about the 
size of a rabbit, of a dusky colour, with short ears, and 
no tail. The flesh irf eaten by the natives, but is neither 
pleasing to the sight nor grateful to the palate. 

A species of antelope cal'ed the Griesbok, or gri«-i 
sled deer, is frequently found among the thickets : iti 
height is about twenty-one inclies, its length two feet . 
nine inches, of a grayish colour, with black, naked 
ears, and a short tail. The male is distinguished firom 
the female by its horns, which are about four inches 
long, straight and tapering. 

Another species, denominated the Dailer, or diver, 
from its usual mode of seeking covert under the bushes, 
is likewise met with upon the sandy isthmus * though 
neither this nor the griesbok has yet been mentioned 
in any sy^t'^matic work. The colour of the diiiker is a 
dusky brown, about three feet in length and thirty- 
inches in height. The female has no horns, but those 
of the male are long, black, and annulated towards tbe 
base. 

The steenbok, though abundant beyond the isthmus, 
is nearly extirpated from this part of iUrica ; ia which. 
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however, it was once more numerous than any of the 
antelope tribe* 

The horses at the Cape were originally brought from 
java> and since that a variety of breeds have been in- 
troduced from several parts of the world. Among 
those the black and the grizzled Spaniard, imported 
from South America, are reckoned the most valuable 
for their beauty, strength, and docility. 

The oxen are indigenous -, they are commonly used 
jfor the purpose of drawing heavy waggons, and are 
remarkable for the length of their legs, the height of 
their shoulders, and the size of their horns. 

Of birds, the most remarkable are eagles, vultures, 
kites, and cranes, that constantly hover round the sum- 
mit of the Table Mountain, and assist the wolves in 
removing such nuisances as are shamefully permitted 
by the rulers. 

Snipes, teals, and ducks, are frequently seen, in the 
winter, in the vicinity of the pools and periodical lakes ; 
and the gardens, near the town, are much frequented 
by thrushes, fiscal birds, and turtle doves. 

Among the various sorts of fish, with which the 
market is constantly supplied, are the Roman, a rose* 
coloured perch ^ red and white stone breams, the ca* 
heljau, tl^e Hottentot's fish, the silver perch, of a rose- 
coloured tinge with five silver bands on each side 5 the 
stompneus, with six transverse bands of black and white 
spots, one back fin, and tail bifid ; the harder, the 
klip, or rock fish, the elst, the scomber, springer^ speer-- 
ingt and atherina. 

Besides these, soles, muscles, crabs, and oysters, are 
found in abundance; dolphins are frequently caught in 
the bay after a strong gale. A species of the aslerias, 
or star-fish, is sometimes sent to enrich the cabinets of 
Europeans, as are the syngnatkus hippocampus, and th6 
paper nautilus. 

Whales are extremely plentiful during the winter 
fieason in all the bays of Southern Africa, where they 
aie ti^en by the fishermen with much greater facility 
2d 3 
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than in the midst of the ocean. "They seldom exceed 
sixty feet in length, their bones are therefore of small 
value ; yet they produce about ten tons of oil each, and 
are deemed sufficiently important to attract the at-^ 
tention of a company, which has been recently esta- 
blished, for the purpose of carrying on a fishery at 
Table Bay. 

The rocky islands of False Bay were formerly inha^ 
bited by a great number of seals 5 but are at present 
more worthy of remark, as the resort of the penguin, 
that curious animal, which seems to form the link of 
connection between the marine and aerial tribes. 

The lew shells which are found on this part of the 
African coast are already known, and described by na- 
turalists. Tlie most common are of the Univalve tribe, 
as the Patella, ihe Haliotis Midae, Cypraea, Volutes^ 
and Cones. These are occasionally collected, atid re- 
duced into lime in the vicinity of the Cape, as the pe- 
ninsula is utterly destitute of lime-stone, and the ex- 
penditure of fuel would be too considerable for the 
inhabitants to attempt an importation of it from other 
parts. 

Among the insects which infest the Cape are lai]^ 
black spider;, \'enomous snakes, scorpions, and scolo- 
pendras. Land turtles, cameleons, and other lizards, 
are frequently perceived by the traveller ; a species of 
locust is exceedingly injurious to the gardens in the hot 
months; and persons who have occasion to traverse' 
the sandy isthmus, are greatly, tormented by sand and 
flies, which are so small as scarcely to be visible : mus- 
quitoes, however, are Jess troublesome than m most 
warm clin^iates, and their bite is seldom attended with 
much inflammation. 

Little pains have yet been taken with limber neftr 
Cape Town, Though iris extremely scarce and expen- 
sive. Plnntutions of stone-pine and white poplar, with 
avenues of oa'k ti1?es, are sometimes found near the 
countr) houses; bui the timber which they produce is 
seidolii eq[viivBletlt to the rapidity of their growth. 
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The sides of the hills in the vicinage of the town 
•re abundantly clothed with the silver tree j the cono- 
carpa, and various others, which are collected for the 
purpose of tuel^ and spread over the country in wild 
hixuriance. 

Among the exotics which^ in the opinion of our au-' 
thor, might be introduced successfully at the Cape, 
•re difierent species of the cactus, the varieties of the 
cotton plant, the cultivated plant of India, and two 
sorts of indigo, which are at present found in several 
parts of the colony. 

Sugar-canes seem to flourish, as likewise the tea 
and coffee plants,, the latter of which was lately brought 
from the island of Bourbon. 

Two sorts of the myrica cerifera, or wax plant, are 
abundant on the sandy flats. The dwarf mulberry, 
the palma Christi, and the aloe, are extremely pleu« 
tifui. 

From the approximation of the Cape olive to the 
cultivated plant of Europe, Mr. Barrow expresses his 
surprise that the latter has never been introduced, since 
its success appears indubious, and the colony is desti- 
tute of vegetable oil that can be used for cuiinar)^ pur- 

pObCSa 

Many of the tropica^ and most of the European 
fruits, are cultivated successfully at the Cape j by 
which means the table may be constantly supplied 
with a good variety of fruit, either green or dry, as 
China and mandarin oranges, grapes, ftgs, guavas, apri- 
cots, peaches, pears, pomegranates^ apples, quinces, 
and medlars ; likewise strawberries, walnuts, almonds, 
chestnuts, and mulberries, all of an excellent quality, 
and very plentiful. 

The vineyards, fruiteries, and gardens, are com- 
monly divided into squares, and defended from tlie 
parching influence of the south-east winds by cut 
hedges of quince-trees, oaks, or myrtles. 

Ibe gram, which is chiefly confined to barley, is 
raided upon open grounds in the peninsula^ bat bejK>nd 
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the isthtnns and along the western coast com is cuU 
tivated to great advantage. 

At the close of the rainy season, which is usually 
in September, the plains beneath the Table Mountain, 
and on the green point, or the western shore of Table 
Bay, are beautifully enlivened with the large Othonna, 
which springs up in charming luxuriance, from a ver*- 
dant carpet of the creeping Trifoliutn melihtos. Equally 
numerous are the Hypoxis stellaia, or star-flower, with 
a regular radiated corolla, either of a beautiful yellow, 
or the purest white, occasionally diversified with violet 
and deep green ; and the Oxalis cernua, that varies its 
colour through every lint, from the most brilliant red 
and purple down to the most unsullied white. 

When the beams of the sun are withdrawn from the 
gay parterres, and the painted tribes begin to involve 
their odoriferous petals, the modest Ixia dnnamenbea^ 
that has remained close and invisible amidst the hoii£» 
of noon,'^begins to unfold its delicate blossoms, and 
perfumes the evening gale with the most reviving sweet- 
ness. 

The Mororea, the IrU, Gladiolm, and AnthoUxa, 
each furnish a variety of species ' equal in grace and 
elegance to the Ixia. The sides of the hills are richly 
perfumed by an abundance of geraniiuns ; and in tlie 
liliaceous class the /Amaryllis is described by our au- 
thor as well deserving tlie attention of the spectator. 

So great an abundance of shrubby or frutescent 
plants are found on tlie hills, in the sandy isthmus, 
and in the deep cavities of the mountains, tliat few 
botanists have visited tlie Cape without enriching the 
cabinbts of Europe with some unknown and curious 
plants. 

Among the deep foliage of the oak, and browner 
hue of the stone-pine, the soft and siiver-coloured 
leaves of the Protea argentea attract the eye of the 
stranger, and give it a distinguished appearance frooi 
the surrounding scenery. 
. Extensive plantations of this tree environ the ft:Qi uf 



tlie Table Mountain, and both hills and vales are oc* 
casionally enlivened with a tribe of heaths, that are 
equally numerous and elegant. 

The swampy parts on the flat summit of the Table 
Mountain are frequently clothed with a variety of 
handsome shrubs, among which are found, in abun- 
dance, a tall frutescent plant, denominated the Cemga 
mucrcnala, and the Physodes, a species of heath, whose 
delicate blossoms, highly glared by a glutinous coating, 
exhibit a charming appearance, when the landscape is 
cheei^d by the beams ©f the sun. 

The division of the year at the Cape may be said to 
consist of four parts, as in the countries of Europe. 
The spring, which commences at the beginning of 
September, and continues till the entrance of Decern* 
ber, is indisputably the most agreeable season. The 
tommer, from December to March, is rather sultry. 
IHie autumn, from March to June, is distinguished 
by a variety of weather> though generally pleasant to- 
wards the end ; sod the winter, from June to Septem* 
ber, is usually rainy, cold, and stormy, 
■ On the summit of the Table Mountain, the air is con- 
siderably lower in the clear weather of winter thaa 
in Cape Town ; and in the summer the difference is 
ttlM gieater, when the head of the mountain is enve- 
loped bj a ^ecy cloud, not inaptly termed *^ the table* 
cloth.'* 

The south-east and north-west are the two most 
powerful winds ; the former of which blows with ex- 
txeme violence when the doud rests upon the moun- 
tain, and generally predominates from the end of Au- 
gust till the middle of May. The other commences 
About the end of May, and blows occasionally till the 
terraifiation of August. 

The approach of winter is generally observed by tlie 
subsidence of the winds, and the disappearance of the 
€eecy cloud. These tokens are succeeded by heavy 
dews, thick fogs, and cold north-westerly winds, accora- 
pamed by violent storms of thunder, lij;htning, and rain* 
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Ac the ezpiraUoa of three days die atmosphem 
begins to brighten, and the mountaitis on the contioeat 
appear with their summits buried in snow; a light 
sprinkling of snow or hail is likewise seen about the 
head of the table. 

The nights are always cool, though the mornings are 
sometimes close; a south-east breeze generally nses 
about the middle of the day, and gradually dies away ia 
the evening. The general standard of the temperature 
in Cape Town during the winter months, is from 50 
deg. at sunrise^ to 60 deg. at noon ; and in the midst 
of summer the variation of the thermometer is from 70 
to 90 degrees. In the clear days of winter the mercur/ 
in the barometer varies from 2g,46, to 30,35 inches, 
one point denoting settled iair weather, and. the other 
indicating a storm, with thunder, lightning, and rain. 

The smallest change in the state of the barometer is 
an unfailing token of an alteration in the weather, as 
the greatest range is merely eighty-nine hundred parts 
of .an inch 3 and in the summer season, the mercury is 
seldom seen above 30,10, to 29,74 inches. The south* 
east winds rarely occasion a variation of more than 
fifteen hundred parts of an inch. 

^' Happy," says our author, " are the inhabitants of 
Cape Town, that by these gales a perpetual circulatioa 
of the air is kept up in the hot months, without whicb« 
the rays of the sun, reflected from the naked front of 
the Table Mountain, would make their residence insup* 
portable." 

Such diseases as prevail among the natives, are, in all 
probability, more the effects of pernicious habits, thaa 
the result of any unhealthiness in the climate. 

An indolent, sedentary life, excessive gluttony, and 
an immoderate use of raw spirits, tobacco, &c. are the 
distinguishing characteristics of a native of the Cape, 
by which means, a sc^irrhous liver, or an apoplexy, is 
brought forward ; the former usually drags die skve 
of intemperance to an early grave, and the latter, 
though seldom attended with sudden dissolution, ter* 
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mmates In a dropsy^ and thus proves equally fatal with 
the other. 

Children are most commonlj afflicted with Tarioiis 
sorts of eruptions and 3ofe throats 5 the small-pox has 
been seldom seen since the establishment of the colony, 
nor are the measles endemic, though more frequently 
cxoerienced ; but few of the inhabitants attain to longe* 
▼ity, seldom surviving a period of sixty years. 

The ladies of the Cape are universally noticed by tra- 
vellers, tor their beauty, good humour, and vivacity ; 
yet the young men of the same families are awkward^ 
dumsv, and unsociable. 

Children are not here subject to the caprice of their 
parents, as is commonly seen in £urope, since the fa« 
mily property must be equally divided between the off- 
spring, whether male or female ; and no person is per- 
mitted to disinherit his child, without assigning, on ab- 
solute proof, at least one reason, out of the fourteen 
Tirbich are enumerated in the Justinian code. 

On the marriage of two persons, a a)ramunity of all 
property, real and personal, is supposed by the law of 
the colony to take place, unless a solemn contract has 
been maide to the Contrary, previous to the celebration 
of the nuptials. ' 

As the establishment of public seminaries has not 
hitherto been successfully planned by the government, 
the education of youth has been consequently much 
neglected : it is, however, but justice to remark, that 
many of the young females have really attained several 
accomplishments which to all appearance the limited 
means of instruction must render extremely tedious and 
painful. Most of the young ladies in respectable fa- 
milies are conversant with the French and English 
languages, proficient in all kinds of tambour, iace, 
and knotting work, and are applauded for a tolerable 
degree of execution upon the harpsichord, or other mu* 
Sical instruments. 

Their persons are generally small and delicate, their 
manpei^ unaifectedj and their dresses regulated accord* 
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iag to the prevailing fasliioiis of Europe, which they as- 
siduously copy from the female passengers who touch 
at the Cape in their voyage to India. 

The males, while boys, are naturally clever and vi- 
vacious; but for want of a proper tuition, which might 
teach the young idea to enpand, and increase the laudablo 
thirst of erudition, their Jaculties are gradually envelop- 
ed in a cloud of careless ignorance, and the youth whoai 
nature had evidently blessed with superior talents, sooa 
degenerates into themostdespicablecharacter, and con- 
tentedly sacrifices every literary attainment to the brutish 
enjoyments of food and sleep. 

Occasional balls are the only public amugements at 
the Cape, and family paities, who assemble for the pur- 
pose of dancing or card-playing, are the only proofs of 
social intercourse between the inhabitants. 

Money and merchandize are the unfailing topics of 
conversation, though none of the natives are in very 
affluent circumstances ; many however enjoy a decent 
competency, while the objects of public charity are but 
few, and beggars are utterly unknown in the colony. 

The carriages for pleasure, which are here maintain- 
ed at a very trifling expense, are open, and capable of 
containing four or six persons ; these, however, are only 
used for short excursions, as journeys are usually per- 
formed in a light machine, similar to a waggon, that is 
sufficiently spacious to accommodate a whole fiimily 
witli provisions, apparel, ike. and are sheltered 6:0m the 
weather by a covering of sail-cloth. The drivers, who 
are usually of a mixed breed, between a Hottentot and 
an European, or a' female Hottentot and a slave, are 
extremely dexterous in their avocation, and will either 
turn abruptly or gallop through the most dangerous 
avenues, with eight in hand, with the greatest facility 
imaginable. 

Owing partly to the reluctance that a conquered peo- 
ple must naturally feel in mingling with the victors, 
and partly to the ditlerent manners of the two nations, 
may probably h-^ at backwardness^ which the male in- 



IK AFKfCA. 313 

habitants testify to any association with the English. 
No real cause, however, of disaffection or complaint can 
be possibly alleged against the British government at 
the Cape, as many of the taxes have been sensibl> di- 
minished, all articles of import have been decreased in 
price, while the productions of the colony have risen 
exceedingly j the laws and religion of the natives are 
still preserved inviolate, and are duly administered by 
their own countrymen. Property has been secured to 
its possessor and doubled in value ; each individual 
participates in the general prosperity, and, to use the 
words of our author, *' uninterrupted peace and domes- 
ttc tranquillity are given by the rulers to the inhabitants 
of the Cape.'* 

Mr. Barrow's departure from Cape Town was ap- 
pointed for the first day of July 1797, ^n^ ^^^ preced- 
ing month was passed in making the necessary prepara- . 
tions, fitting up three spans, or teams j and providing 
a sufficient number of draught oxen, which, after the • 
recent drought, were ill conditioned and extremely 
scarce 5 these, however, were procured with drivers and 
Hottentots to lead the relays, and on the evening of the 
above-mentioned day all things were in readiness, and 
the waggons <juitted the town. 

Though ^ the rainy season usually sets in about the 
beginning of May, the entire month of June was one 
series of tine weather in this year, by which the hus- 
bandmen were materially injured, and the cattle so de- 
bilitated, that two of them dropped under the yokes be- 
fore our traveller had proceeded three miles, and were 
consequently obliged to be left behind. 

After a tedious progress of seven hours, in which 
they had merely travelled fifteen miles, they came to 
a place called Strickland, which is considered a very 
important station in case of a powerful attack, and is 
therefore supplied with extensive stabling for dragoons, 
and suitable accommodations for the officers and 
soldiers. 

VOL, XXI, 2 b 
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Strickland is situated on the south point of the Tiger 
Mountain, terminating on this side the Sandy Isthmus. 
A variety of gardens, fruiteries, vineyards, and cchu 
fields, dotted with several pleasant farms, wind round 
the fbet of the mountain, and enrich the circumjacent 
valleys. 

The plain that extends to the eastward from this spot 
IS more frequently clothed with plants and shrubs, than 
the Isthmus ; the soil is also less sandy, refireshed with 
cooling rills, and lightly sprinkled with the abodes of 
rastic industry. This plain, at the distance of twelve 
miles from Strickland, is terminated by two mountains, 
between which a road leads to a populous and fertile 
flalley. To the right the lofty Simonsberg rears its 
Parnassian summit, which is usually encrusted with 
snow in the winter, and enveloped with clouds in the 
summer. A murmuring spring, Uke a second Helicon, 
runs trickling .down its sides, though the Muses have 
not yet visited this African eminence ; and a story is 
related of a man, who, having melted down ^ quantity 
of Spanish dollars, presented the mass to the governor, 
whose name is perpetuated by the mountain, as a spe- 
cimen of silver which he had discovered in this- place. 
The stratagem succeeded to the wisli of the impostor, a 
sum of money was granted to the adventurer-for the 
purpose of working the mine ; ^nd the mass of silver 
was manufactured into a chain, to which the keys of 
the castle might be suspended : this chain is still in pre- 
servation, as a memorial of matchless effrontery and 
laughable credulity. 

On the left of the pass into the valley is a hill deno- 
minated the Paarlberg, from a chain of large round 
stones that encirle its summit, like the pearls of a neck- 
lace. Two of these are placed near the central and 
highest point of the range, and are called ^' the pearl 
and the diamond " the former of which is about four 
hundred feet above the summit of the mountain, with 
a sloping declivity on the northern side,^of one thousand 
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feet in length, covered \(^ith a species of verdant lichen; 
the other sides, which are totally inaccessible, are di- 
stinguished by imipense rifts^ as if the rock had fallen 
asunder with its own extreme weight. Near the top 
it is quadrisected by two tlifts, that are well supplied 
with beautiful aloes, and several cryptogamous plants ; 
and the circumference of its base is a full n]ile. 

The plants on the mountain are equally beautiful 
and luxuriant, comprising an elegant tribe of heaths^ 
that nearly approximate in size to trees. The melli- 
fera, or sugar-tree, whose vase-shaped flowers abound 
with a saccharine juice, that is often used by the natives 
for the purpose of preserving fruit ; and the wild oUte 
of the Cape, whose dark green foliage is interwoven 
with the surrounding flowerets, form a charming con* 
trast, and greatly add to the beauty of the romantic 
scene^ which is rendered still more delightful, by se- 
veral species of the Certhia or creeper, whose brilliant 
plumage, fluttering among the pamted blossoms, in- 
evitably attracts the notice of the passenger, who ^r a 
time forgets every ^other object while contemplating 
these charming birds, as they sit perched on the edge 
of the corollas, to extract with their sickle-shaped bills 
the sweet juice from the melllfera, or warble tlie most 
delightful notes amidst the ambrosial shrubbery. 

The mountains that bound the valley on the east are 
exceedingly grand, but totally destitute of vegetation -, 
they compose a part of that stupendous chain which 
stretches to the northward firom False Bay. This im- 
mense range of mountains excludes from the Cape the 
countries that lie beyond it so completely, that a few 
gallant soldiers, in possession of the passes, might always 
prevent any conmiunication between the sea-coast and 
the interior. 

Notwithstanding the wild appearance and natural 
sterility of the mountains, the vale which they enclose 
is extremely beautiful and well cultivated. This vale, 
which is refreshed by several arms of the Berg river 
that glides through it with a smooth unruffled current^ 
iE 2 
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contains the divisions of Fransche Hoek, or French 
Corner, Great and Little Draken!>teen, and the Paar , 
the last of which is an assemblage of about thirty houses, 
erected in two parallel lines, at such dii^tances as to 
form a street about a mile long; in ihecentre stands a 
chnrch, which, like the houses, is neatly thatched with 
straw. Plantations of oak^s that commonly run from 
ten to fifteen feet in circumference surround the habita- 
tions; and by their tops, which are neither bent nor 
shaken, the traveller is convinced' that the winds are less 
violent than in the vicinity of Cape Town. 

^Fransche Hoek consists roe»ely of some detached 
farms that are sprinkled ovtr the valley at a considerable 
distance from each other; and the two Drakeusteens 
are equally destitute of any assemblage of bui. dings 
that merit the name of a village. 

At the time ofour author's visit the people were busied 
in pruning their vines, which constitute tlie chief pro- 
duce of the valley. 

Unlike the vines that are reared in Europe, and per- 
mitted to depend upon standards or frames, they are 
here planted in the same manner as gooseberry bushes in 
England, and repay the labour of the husbandman much 
better than any other kind of produce. 

To convince our readers of the veracity of this asser- 
tion, it is only requisite to observe that one acre of land 
will bear five thousand stocks of vines, which will gene- 
rally yield a pipeofx)ne hundred and fifty-four gallonsof 
wine. The retail price of such a quantity at the Cape 
is from 10/. to 30/. sterling. That sort which is deno- 
minated •* Cape Madeira" sells at 1 2/. a pipe, as does 
likewise a tart pleasant wine called the Steen wine. A 
great variety of sweet rich wines are also produced in 
the colony, from several sorts of grapes, as the Haena- 
pod, or cock's foot, the Muscadel, and others^ of whfch 
the wines retain the strongest flavour. 

Some few persons who have carefully attended to the 
distillttion of spirits, have produced brandy of an excel- 
lent quality. This article is however, in ^eperal, ex- 
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tremely badj as the materials which are commonly 
thrown into the still are of the coarsest kind^ the ap- 
paratus is indifferent, and the process is usually com- 
roitted to the hands of a slave, who either through care- 
lessness or drowsiness suffers the fire to go out, and 
then contaminates the flavour of the spirit, by a rapid 
blaze- which is used to supply the loss of time. There 
is, however, a peculiar taste in all the liquors of the 
Cape, notwithstanding every precaution, that probably 
arises from the circumstance of the grapes hanging so 
wear to the earth. 

The uncultivated parts of the valley are covered with 
thick shrubberies, and abound in game 5 among which 
are the Cape snipes, partridges, widgeons, Dominican 
ducks, common teals, and kochaens, which, on the 
approach of a sportsman, take wing and raise a violent 
scream, as if to warn the feathered tribe of impending 
danger. 

Witli the griesbok and duiker, already described, 
are found among the quadrupeds a curious species of 
antelope denominated the klip springer, or rock leaper, 
from its surprising agility. Its hoofs are cloven^ sub- 
divided into two segments and indented at the edges, 
by which it readily adheres to the steep sides of a rock 
without slipping : its hair is of a grayish colour, ex- 
tremely light, and so brittle that it breaks in the hand 
upon the slightest touch 5 it is furnished with short 
black horns that are erect, and annulated a little above 
the base. 

The Berg, or Mountain, River crosses the road at 
the distance of a few miles from the Paarl, and during 
the winter season its depth is so considerable as to re- 
quire the construction of a floating bridge. It is, how* 
ever, fordable a little lower down, and the peasants fre- 
quently cross it with their cattle in the roost dangerous 
circumstances, rather than pay the small toll that is 
established at the ferry. 

Beyond this passage the traveller finds a level road of 
hard compact clay ^ the country, however^ is but thinly 
2»3 ♦ 
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inhabited, and the surface towards the north becomes 
rather sandy, though still enlivened with a charming 
variety of heaths, proteas^ and other fruteiscent plants. 

At the approach of evening our author observed a 
number of land tortoises crawling gently towards the 
bushes from the open road, on which they had lain to 
bask in the beams of the sun $ and as the ^arknet^s be- 
gan to ifictease, the travellers were much annoyed hy 
the hideous cries of the jackals and the disrnal howl oif 
wolves, which attended them till midnight, when they 
reached a solitary habitation, in a wild, extensive coun- 
try, on the borders o^ a lake, denominated the Vogel 
Valley. 

In the vicinage of this lake were found an abundance 
of v^hite pelicans, geese, ducks, and teal. The rose- 
coloured flamingo was likewise seen, whose wings are 
commonly used by the peasantry to beat away the flies, 
that infest the houses in incredib e numbers 

From hence Mr. Barrow proceeded to the entrance 
of Roode Sand Kloef, or the red sandy pass over the 
great chain of mountains. This kloef, though not 
steep, '8 exceedingly rugged, and persons who ascend . 
it are obliged to cross a stream several times which 
meanders dowu its side. 

Between a number of rooky masses that have rolled 
from the mountains, the passengers discovered a rich 
and nutnerous assemblage of pknts, among whicl^ the 
palma Christi, the melianthus, aod the calla Ethiopica, 
were most predominant. 

Whilst tlie waggons were ascending the pass, a num- 
ber of baboons uttered the ijDOst liorrible ooises from 
their concealed dens 5 the summits of the mountains 
were totally covered with snow, and at sun-rise the 
thermometer stood on the plain al the freezing point. 

The valley of Waveren, or Roode Said, is a fertile 
tract of land, about thirty juiles in length, well watered 
by a variety of streamlets which fall from its moui> 
tainous boundaries^ and Is Inhabited bj about foi\j 
i^milies. 
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The surface of this vale, which is richly clothed wirh 
corn, raisins, and other fruits, is near five hundred feet , 
higher than that which lies on the Cape side of the 
mountains ; a branch of the same chain forms the 
boundary to the east, which, though much higher than 
that of the pass, is nevertheless accessible by waggons. 

Game is extremely plentiful in the valley, including 
bustards, partridges, mountain geese, ducks, and snipes. 
Besides the klip springer, steenbok, dijriker, and gries- 
bok, another animal of the antelope species is observa- 
ble, which seems to have been hitherto omitted in 
every systematic work 5 in size it resembles the do- 
mestic goat, though its formation is much superior in 
point of elegance. Its colour is a blueish gray, except 
the breast and belly, which are a pure white ; and its 
horns, which are annulated above the base, are about 
eight inches in length. 

An animal called the yxsr varhe, or iron hog, fre- 
quently burrows in the ground, and is highly valued 
bv the Dutch, who esteem its flesh, when dried and 
salted, as a gi-eat delicacy. The Cape hare and th^ 
earth hog are also very common, as is the ant-eater of 
the Cape, which usually resides, like the porcupine^ m 
a subterraneous abode, and furnishes the natives with 
6uch hams as they pronounce excellent. 

From this division our traveller i)roceeded across* a 
wild and desolate country, where the eye was wearied 
by a long succession of naked tracts, sandy roads, 
swamps, bogs, and stagnant pools, to the easterh 
mountains already mention^. 

This branch of the great chain consisted of irhmense 
masses of sand-stone, tinged with red, ^nd occasionally 
passing into steel blue. Their uneven and corroded 
tops, like the frowning battleraenls of some dilapidated 
tower, leaned from their bases, and apparently do 
pended on eadi other for their only support 5 while 
the strata, which inclined to the eastward in an angle 
•f about forty degrees, seemed r^dy to slide down over 
each other. ' 
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Another range of hills stood on the opposite side of 
the dale, whose origin was apparently volcanic ; some 
were truncated at the summit^ in the manner of those 
where craters are usually found, and others were per- 
fectly conical: they were found to be composed of 
quartz, iron, and sand-stone, but not stratiEed like 
Ih^ great chains j every hill stood upon its own base, 
and was frequently rent into large fragments. 

After a minute examination of these hills, our au- 
thor descended to a pleasant valley, about three miles 
long and two broad, the surface of which was extremely 
level, and the soil admirably adapted for rice grounds, 
as it is completely traversed by a strong stream, that 
might be easily caused to inundate the valley. Thb 
stream, which was supplied by some springs at the 
foot of an adjacent mountain, was sufficient to turn the 
largest mill, the water was smoking hot, and perfectly 
clear, and its channel was composed of a whitish sand, 
mixed with numerous small crystals of quartz, its 
purity is such, that linen and coloured clothes may be 
washed in it without injury, and a family who reside 
in its vicinity usually employ it in cooking their vic<* 
tuals. 

Proceeding from thence over the Breede, or Broad 
River, our traveller entered the Hex River's Kloef, 
which is about four miles in length, and opens a pas- 
cage on the northern side of the vale, through the se- 
cond great chain of mountains. The ascent is here 
much less than at Roode Sand Kloef, and th^ fall of 
the river, which gushes down its side, is only about 
two hundred feet } the Kloef itself is enriched with a 
variety of large frutescent plants, but the mountains 
that environ it are naked, wild, and dreary. 

From the head of the Kloef was seen a narrow val- 
ley, about two miles broad and fifteen in length, which 
is merely inhabited by four families, who are plend- 
iuUy supplied with cattle, game, and every necessary 
production of the teeming earth, bywhic'h meamsthey 
,may be said to possess a secluded world of their own. 
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Some large partridges vviih red wings were here no- 
ticed by oar author, who describes them as far su- 
perior to the partridge of the Cape. A quadruped was 
also nc*ifced which, to evade pursuit, flies directly to 
the mountains, as the extreuie length of its hind legs 
is better suited to ascend the craggy eminences than to 
run swiftly over the plain. By some it is called the 
Cape Bergoa, but is usually styled the Berghaas, or 
mountain hare. 

As the travellers were now to commence a tedious 
passage, of at least sixteen days, over the Great Kar- 
roo, or Arid Desert, they continued two days in the 
Hex River valley, in making suitable provision for 
their journey, and waiting for some persons who wer^ 
to meet by appointment at this place, as auxiliaries, ia 
case of an attack from the Bosjesmans, a savage tribe 
of Hottentots, who are said to shoot their poisoned ar- 
rows from the cover of a shrubbery against the unwary 
passenger. 

On the arrival of these people, with several children, 
Hottentots and Caffrcs, in two waggons, the party pro- 
ceeded, July the I'ith, in a north-easterly direction, and 
after four hours gained the summit of the mountains 
by which the valley is inclosed ; the ascent, which was 
of successive tenaces, might be ne^Ir fifteen hundred 
feet in the distance of six miles, but from the top to- 
wards the east the descent was sen;»ibly diminished. 

An entire change of scenery now took place; the 
stupendous chains of hills began to sink into the hori- 
zon ; the lofty trees, the odoriferous shrubs, and painted 
flowers, were no longer seen ; no verdant acclivities, 
romantic views, nor cultivated plains, now charmed 
the spectator's eye ; but a rugged and broken surface, 
scarcely affording one miJrk of vegetation, without a 
bird or beast to enliven the dreary waste, presented a 
confined and wretched prospect to the disgusted tra- 
vellers. 

After a progress of about fifteen miles they entered 
a narrow pass, between two perpendicular hills, that^ 
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opened open a level plain ; and the following day thej 
reached a place called Constaaple, after a Hottentot^ 
who £bnnerly took up his residence by a spring of ex- 
cellent water, which he curiously environed with a 
plantation erf trees } he was soon however compelled 
to c]uit his retreat, and two venerable oaks are the only 
remaining vestiges of his habitation. 

Ab the road was now extremely rocky in some places, 
and sandy in others, and as the oxen were evidently 
grown faint for want of pasturage, they only travelled 
twelve miles on the t4th, hoping by so easy a stage to 
obtain sonie refreshment. ' 

At Mentjies Hoek wette found a few rushes and a 
number of succulent plants, among which the African 
bullocks clieerfully browse when destitute of grass. 
The remains of a hut, and one solitary oak, that shaded 
a spring ot clear water, might be said to enliven the 
melancholy uniformity of a barren desert, upon which 
our travellers had not yet discovered a single blade, nor 
any vegetation, but a few wretched shrubs, that grew 
ki tlie vicinity of the springs, that were occasionally 
found. 

On the subsequent day they continued their route to 
the Ritft Fonteyn, or Bed Spring, which rises from a 
lofty, conical hill, and glides softly down toward the 
south : its margin was covered witli a thicket of the 
doom boom, or thorn tree, which is remarkable for 
the hardness of its wood, the astringency of its bark, 
and the enormous doable thorns, with which it is com- 
pletely armed from its sumfnir to the ground. 

From hence they crossed the bed of the Buffalo 
River, which, though fifty yards in width, contained 
but an insig!uhcant current. Its periodical power was, 
however, sufficiently indicated by the depth of ks 
shelving banks, and a grand chasm which it had forced 
through the black mountains in its passage to the easf^ 
em ocean. 

After a progess of about ten miles, over the most 
ateril part of the desert, where the whole surface of 
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the country was covered with small fragthents of purple 
slate^ and black tumified stones, an encampment was 
formed for the night upon the hanks of a small brook 
called the Geelbeck. 

A flat, sandy marsh, abounding with saline springs, 
and covered with rushes, formed the p^ain, which was 
encompassed by several bills composed of dark-coloured 
slate, and covered with a multitude of zebras. All the 
naked, sandy patches on the marsh were lightly sprin* 
kled with a fine powdery substance, similar in its ap« 
pearance to snow ', it was found to encircle the roots^jf 
a frutescent plant, that was apparently a species of sal- 
sola, or saltwort, whose woody branches were closely 
surrounded by minute fleshy leaves, and which grew 
here in great exuberance. 

A quantity of the powder was collected, with some 
sand, by Mr. Barrow, who obtained some crystals of 
purje, solid nitre, by boiling the solution and evapo« 
rating the water; the liquor also produced a small 
quantity of a different alkaline salt. From the ashes 
of this plant, which is known to the peasants by die 
Hottentot name of Canna, almost all the soap that is 
used in the colony is manufactured. Another shrubby 
plant, with spear-shaped leaves, is also frequently foundj 
but the soap tliat is formed from its ashes is of a blueish 
tinge, and much inferior to the quality of jthe former. 

Ostriches are commonly seen on' the great deserts, 
whose black and white plumes, moving in the wind, 
serve to direct the Hottentots to the adjacent nests. 
This animal, vi'hich seems to form a link of union be- 
tween the birds and quadrupeds in tlie great chain of 
nature, differs materially in its cBconorny from the rest 
of the feathered tribe. Its camel-shaped neck is cloilied 
with hair, its cloven hoofs and strong-jointed legs are 
admirably adapted for defence and speed ; its voice rC'* 
sembles a mournful lowing, and it usually graces ou 
the plain with the zebra. , . 

Several females commonly lay their eggs in the same 
nest, which they hatch altogether, with the assistance 
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of a roale, who regularly take« his torn of sitting among 
the rest. Each teiuaie usually lays about ten or a dozen 
eggs, and the time of incubation is six weeks. These 
eggs are considered as a choice delicacy, and conse- 
quently prepared in various ways, according J6 the 
taste or huonour of their possessors j the Hottentots, 
however, simply enclose them with hot embers, and, 
through a small perforation in the upper pqrt of the 
shell, stir the contents continually, till they acquire the 
consistence of an omelet. 

It was now judged expedient to supply the Hottentot 
drivers with fire-arms, as ihe company had been much 
annoyed by several parties of Bosjesmen. 1 hey ac- 
cordingly went out in search of the enemy, and soon 
relumed wiih six strangers under their guard, three of 
whom were runaway slaves, and tliet)thers were Hot- 
tentots, who had subsisted for a considerable time upon 
the desert by nocturnal -depredations on the flocks that 
were occasionally driven thither by butchers, farmers, 
or other persons, in their passage home. They were, 
however, now disgusted with this wretched mode of 
life, and gladly consented to join the attendants of the 
travellers. 

On the 17th they continued their mute for about 
twenty-four nr.lcs, over a rising country, cliarmingly 
diversified by hilN and dales, but affording no other 
vegetation than a few species of the mesernbryanthe- 
nium, cr fil. nar) gold, occasionally spotted with patches 
of the elegant ice plant. 

Ihe black mountains, which stand about fifteen 
miles to the south w^ird, were now completely buried 
in snow, and the nights were so intensely cc:ld that 
two of the h<'rses ptrifched under the severity of the 
weather, and the residue of the cattle were at once 
dej-r-ved of thtir wonted spirit and vigour. 

1 he (oll( wing day the pai ly crossed the Dwyka, or 
Rhinoceros Kiser, end icrrjed an encampment on the 
opposite sh(=re. The bed of this river was a fine blue 
sand, upwards of a hundred yards in w- idth 5 but all 
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the collected streamlets that gentiiy glided over it^ would 
have scarcely furnished sufficient watei^ to turn an or* 
diriary mill. Its banks were abundantly covered bj 
mimosas, which, though the circumjacent country is 
entirely naked, are the inseparable companions of all the 
p*! nodical streamlets, to which the thirsty traveller may 
be infallibly directed by the appearance of this plant. 

After traveling -twenty miles over a level and ex« 
cellent toad of hard clay, they rested fdr the evening 
on the banks of the Gbamica, or Lion's River, which 
was completely surrounded with mimosas^ and occa-* 
siottally diverstfied with a species of willow $ a consi- 
derable stream rolled over the bed of the river, and in 
its vicinity were found an abundance of mountain geese^ 
wild dveks, hares, and partridges. 

Quitting the direct road, our travellers now turned 
off towards Zwarteberg, which was distant about twelve 
miles from the spot of encampment, where they expe** 
rienced a friendly reception, and obtained such tefiresh^x 
ments as were no less charming, after a tedious passage 
over a barren desert, than the discovery of land to th^ 
exhausted mariner after a long and perilous voyage. 

The rapidity of vegetation at this place is truly sur- 
prisitig, when we reflect, that the summits of ^e neigh- 
bouring mountains were covere4 with sndw, while the 
peach and almond trees were in full blossom, the 
oranges' thoroughly ripe, and the vegetables so luxu* 
riant in their growth, that many of the cauliflowers 
measured eighteen inches in diameter. This fertile 
spot is, however, screened from all the pier<iing and 
unwholesome winds 5 and the thermometer stood at 
46 degrees, when the appearance of the weather in- 
dicated a severe frost at the distance of a few miles on 
the desert. 

The mistress of the mansion where our author was 
eatertamed was apparently sixty years of age, tall, ac-* 
tiv^ myi well proportioned, with a family of sixteea 
children. From the facility ^ith which the inhabitants 
of these parts obtaia a good supply of food, is^ithout th9 
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fatigue of kbour, ihey frequently attain to the gi"eatest 
possible size, and have thereibre been often described 
as a race of giants. 

From this place may be discerned, to the northward, 
that chain of noountains which forms the highest 
terrace that has been ascended by European tra^ 
vellers. 

From attending to the general s^ope of the country, 
which rises in a fine pereepUbie swell towards the 
north, and the sudden. ele\'aiions of the successive ter- 
races, our author is inclined to snppose that the sum- 
mits of the Nieuwveldt mountains must be ten thou- 
sand feet above the level of the sea. They are gene- 
rally buried in snow for about sifx mouths^ and are 
apparently composed of the same materials as tlibsc 
already mentioned, except the detadied Mis, near their 
base, which consist entirely of a species of rock 
that bears a near resemblance to the toad- stone of Der- 
byshire. 

Having rested three days M'lth the inhabitants of 
Zwarteberg, from 'whom a loan of sixty stout bul* 
locks was procured, the travellers recommenced their 
journey over the Desert, and proceeded on the 23d, 
for about thirty miles, to a spring denominated the Sleu- 
te\ Fonteyn, and shordy after encamped on the banks 
of the Traka, or Maiden River, wl>ere the water was 
extremely thick, and impregnated with salt, and 
the sand on its banks was covered with a thin pellicle 
of nitre. 

Ou the 25th they proceeded ten miles along the 
ijde of the Traka, passed the Ghowka, or Boor's 
River, which was perfectly dry,, and arrived in the evea- 
ing at the great Loory Fonteyn, which was scarcely 
covered with water, that was disgusting to the eye and 
ungrateful to the palate. 

As this plflCe was totally destitute of vegetation, it 
was thought expedient to continue the jouriiey, though 
in the dark, till some iefreshment rtiight be found for 
the cattle. They acccnrdingly proceeded till midutght) 
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when they arrived at th* Utile Looiy Fontejn, where 
a rill of water had Ibrmerly flowed, and which still 
produced a few patches of sulsola, mimosas, and other 
succulent plants, that were devoured by the oxer, and 
horses with great avidity. 

On the subsequent day they travelled near thirty 
miles, over a bed of compact cl.y ; and in the evening 
pitched their tents upon a meadow that was completely 
covered with a rich and luxuriant herbage. 

This spot, which is called De Beer Vailey, is a very 
es: tensive plain, stretching along the fet of the Biack 
Mountains, and apparently forming a reservoir for se- 
veral f)eriodical streams, that take their rise in the * 
mountains of Nieuw veldt, (Jamdeboo, and Winter- 
berg. 

I'he surface of the valley was clothed with several 
ppecies of rushy grass, and ilie streams were pleasantly 
skirted with. tall mimosas that spread out into a forest 
of eveigreens. 

In this delightful spot, which afforded shelter, food, 
and water, in the midst of a barren desert, our au- 
thor observed a great variety of game, particularly ef 
the antelope tribe, in which he particularly noiiced 
three sorts, that he had never seen before ; these were 
the springbok, or leaping antelupe, the gemsbok, and 
the koodoo. 

The springbok is never seen but in large herds, 
which the peasants affirm will frequently amount to 
ten thousand. The strength and elasticity of its mus- 
cles are such, that to avoid a close pursuit it will spring 
from fifteen to five-and-twenty feet at a single leap 5 its 
common pace is a constant jumping, with all its legs 
stretched out at the sanie time, while the hair on its 
rump,divides at every spring, and displays a surface of 
unrivalled whiteness. Both the old and young ones 
are reckoned excellent venison, and are frequently 
killed by the Dutch formers for the sake of their skins, 
which are converted into sack-j, apparel for the slaves, 
and other useful articles. The young kids are frequently 
2f2 
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caught after a long chase; but the old ones are to6 
powerful for the dogs, who therefore will not venture 
tQ approach them. 

Ibe gemsbpk is much krger than the former, and 
is extremeiy beautiful ; from its natural courage, which 
n entirdy opposite to the general character of the an- 
telope, it will cooll)^ sit down on its haunches, if 
wounded or closely pursued, and, by striking with its 
long sharp^pointed horns, keep both dogs and hunts^ 
men at bay. The dogs are ^quently killed in their 
attempts to subdue it, and the sportsmen are too sen- 
sible of its strength and disposition to venture wfthin 
its reach till it is either dead or considerably exhausted. 
Its flesh is esteemed superior to any in the tracts of 
Africa. 

The koodoo is about the size of an ass, but consi- 
derably longer. Its body is of a mouse colour, varie- 
gated^ on the hinder parts with clear white stripes ; its 
spiral horns, which are thirty-six inches in length; seem 
iiUadapted for its convenience, as it usually resides in 
a thick covert ; the neck is furnished, wi^h a short 
mane, and the flesh is dry and insipid. 

From Pe Beer Valley the travelJers advanced about 
twenty miles, and passed the night on the boniers oi' 
the Hottentot's River, the channel of which, though 
tolerably deep, contained only a few pools of muddy 
water. ' 

On tlie 28th fhey arrived at the Poort, which re- 
ceives its name firom a narrow passage between a chain 
of hills, that branch out from the mountains of Canv- 
deboo, and traverse the Desert. The plains are en- 
livened with a variety of shrubs, and were inhabited 
by a multitiide of springboks, steenboks, ostriches, 
and duikers. 

Though the Poort is called the entrance of Camdc- 
boo, the first habitation is twelve miles distant from 
it, and the second is ten miles beyond the first : no 
others were seen either to the right or left, but the 
count^^ was as naked and as desolate as the Karroo itself. 
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Beyond the second habitation, oar author remarked 
one farm house, after riding sixteen miles ; and this 
was the only one which occurred till the evening of the 
30th, when the travellers arrived at the 'village of the 
drosty, or residence of the landrost. 

From thi& place Mr. Barrow proceeded to examine 
the division of Graaff Reynet, whidi occupies about 
ten miles on each side of the village. 

Its boundaries are the Sneuwberg, or Snowy Moun- 
tains, on the north and east ^ and the division of Cam- 
dtfboo on the south and west. It is merely inhabited 
by twenty-six families, twelve of whom reside in the 
village, and the remainder are scattered over a desolate 
country, that is little superior to the Karroo Desert. 

The Sunday Rivei;, in its descent from tiie Sneuw*- 
berg, winds round and fertilises the plain on which 
the Drosdy is erected : the utmost extent of this plain 
is two square miles, and its situation is extremely un- 
pleasant, from its proximity to the stupendous moun* 
tains, which during the sumoier reflect an intolerable 
heat, and in the winter admit the northerly wind* ^ 
through the kloof with astonishing violence. 

•The village of GraatF Reynet is about five hundred 
miles distant from Cape Town, in lat. 32deg. 11 rain, 
south, and Ion. 26 deg. east. The huts are formed of 
mud, and are placed in two lines, at some distance from 
each other, in the manper of a street j the house of the 
landrost stands at the up{)er end, which is likewise 
built of mud -, and several miserable hoviels^were ob- 
served by our author, that were originally designed 
for public offices, but ai'e now deserted and tiambling to 
decay. 

1 he prison is constructed of the tome materials as 
the houses, and is thatched with straw; but its-strength 
is so contemptible, that an English deserter, who was 
shut up in it for an imprc^r conversation with the pea« 
sants, contrived to escape through the thatch on the first 
evenii»g of his coofin^spient 
2F3 
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Wretched as the habitations in such a place must be 
of themselves, they are rendered $tiU more unconiT 
fortable by a species of white anty that excavates tht^ 
walls^ UDdermines thie floors, and frequently destroys 
every part of the building. Another inconvenience 
also arises from the bats, which come from the thatch 
as night advances, and commonly flutter about the 
rooms till every light is extinguislied. 

The inhabitants of the village are chiefly mechanics, 
and petty officers under the landrost. Neither milk^ 
butter, cheese, nor vegetables, can be procured upon 
any terms 5 butchers, grocers, chandlers.,^ and bakers, 
are utterly unknown, and each individual is ol)riged to 
provide himself with the necessaries of life in the best 
manner he is able. The natives are ^en tire strangers to 
the taste of wine or beer, and usually content theixir 
selves with the water of the Sunday Hiver^ though 
during the hot nnonths it 19 strongly impregnated with 
salt. 

What motive could possibly h^ve induced the choice 
of this place for the residence of the landro^t it would 
indeed be difficult to determine ; though most probably 
the election was made by a contradictory spirit^ or fm 
erroneous judgment. 

Quitting Graafi^ Reynet, on the llth of August, 
Mr. Barrow with his companions proceeded in a southr 
erly direction tliEough a parched and steril. country, 
that scarcely aflbrded either water or vegetation 3 and 
- on the 13th they encamped on the arid plain, in the 
distript of Zwart Ruggens, or Black Ridges, at some 
distance from the Sunday River, which they had al- 
ready crossed pine times, to the manifest peril of the 
VR^aggons, that w*ra frequently expected to overturn. 

Jn this district, whiph extended -about forty miles, 
there werp scarcely a l^undred yards of level ground j 
the roads were alternately carried over firm rocks, and 
covered with large fragments ofioose 9tone, which, 
ipgether with theur constant risings and deQliyities^ ^^7 
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haunted the patience of oiir author, and induced him 
to pronounce then) " execrable,'' 

On the' subsequent day they passed a narrow openn 
ing through a long range of hills, extending towards the 
east and ^trest, beyond the limitation of sight. The ap-* 
proacb to this pbasm was perhaps the most beautiful that 
can be foriped by a vigorous imagination. For the space 
of three miles, on the northern side, a serpentine n>ad 
pursued its charming windings through a tall and ele- 
gant shrubbery, where all the choicest plants of south- 
ern Africa unfolded their beauties to the eye of the 
passenger, and impregnated the passing gales w (h their 
ambrosial odpufs. v 

Among these, the beautiful scarlet cotyledon, a rich 
variety of the crassula, and several species of tbe aioe, 
threw out their painted clusters to the admiration of 
the traveller, or proudly rose in spikes of blushing red, 
to the height of fifteen feet ; while the African briony 
curled fondly round the variegated p\ants, and from its 
own unsvillied bjossoms breatlied ^ sw^ft perfume, 
that scented the surrounding country. 

The road through the shrubbery w^s levd, smooth, 
and sandy, and the Rietberg, or Reed Mountain, 
which formed the back of the landscape, was covered 
to its summit with a profusion • of tall aloes, whose 
pink-coloured flowers shot forth in a sweet succession, 
and added fresh lustre to the enchanting scene. ' 

After passing a plain of six niiles in width, and en- 
campixig on the Wolga Fonteyn, at the feet of a 
mountaindus range opposite the Rietberg, the travel- 
lers proceeded for about three days over a country that 
iyas finely diversified with romantic hills, fertile plains, 
gradual swells, and excavations, the whole of which 
v^Fas completely covered with a luxuriant shrubbery. 
During the day our passengers were greatly delighted 
with the magnificent appearance of this extensive forest, 
but on the approach of night its inconvenience was se-r 
verely felt, when there was no space for tbe tents, wag- 
gons, or oxen ; and, what was still worse, no water ^ 
sl]iv tbe thirst of either man or beast. 
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Uncomfortable as this- situation must naturaHj have 
been, it was still rendered more terrific when the 
prints of a lion's foot were clearly discovered, and a 
dismal concert composed of the lion's dreadfbl' roar, 
the jackal's shrill ery, the howl of wolves, and the 
deep bellowing of buffaloes, assailed the ears of per- 
sons who were encamped in the midst of an extensive 
forest, to which tJiey were total strangers. 

On the 17th they formed an encampment on the 
brink of a beautiful lake, in the midst of a wood of 
frutescent plants. The water of the lake was perfectly 
clear, but as salt as brine, and its bottom was covered 
with a continued body of salt like a sheet of ice, which 
is usually broken up by the natives, either for sale or 
their own consumption. 

The next evening they arrived atZwartkop's, orAlgoa 
Bay, where they found a British vessel lying at anchor. 
This bay is completely exposed to every point of the 
compass, and consequently can afford no shelter against 
the prevailing winds ; but the bottom, which is com- 
posed of fine sand, is exceedingly good. 

The latitude of ttie landing-place is 33 deg. 55. min, 
south, and the longitivde 26 deg. 53 rain, east of 
Greenwich. The extent of the bay, which is five hun- 
dred miles distant from the Gape, is about twenty miles 
iiromtbe western to the eastern extremity, and the shore 
is in general a fine sandy beach. The Zwartkop's, the 
Kooka^ and the Sunday rivers, disembogue themselves 
into this bay ; and in the vicinity of the landing-place 
there is a fine salubrious spring, on a slip of ground 
dbout four thousand feet long and fwe hundred wide, 
that is composed of a charming soil gently inclinir>g to- 
wards the shore, and altogether the most desirable si- 
tuation for a smaH fishing village tliat can possibly be 
imagined. 

Fifteen miles westward of the bay,* the sea shore is 

richly skirted with a grand arid romantic forest, whose 

♦tees, of vaiioQs sorts and dlniensions, completely cover 

many thousand acres of land. 

Among these are founds in greiat exuberance; the gee! 
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hout, or yellow wood, which frequency grows to the 
height of forty feet in truok^ clear of branches, and 
len feejt in diameter. The yzer hout, or iron wood, 
is likewise very lofty, about three fpet in diameter^ 
close-grained, hard, and ponderpus. 

The stink hput, or stinking >yood, so called from 
an offensive odour that constantly proceeds from ifr 
while green, is but little inferior to the size of the 
gee] hout, atid is indisputably the finest timber in the' 
colony : it appears admirably calculated for the purpose 
of ship-building, and from its grain and shading, which 
nearly resembles the waltjut, some beautiful furniture 
might be made with the greatest facility -, and the has- 
sagai hout, which approximates to the size of the iroa 
wpod, is a beautiful tree, oif a closer grain than plain 
mahogany, and rather darker. It is commonly xns^i 
for i>ayes, spokes of wheels, fellies, and several imr 
plements of husbandry. 

Exclusive of the forest trees were fourid a great va? 
riety of small woods for poles j and the coast was com- 
pletely covered for more than a day's journey to tho 
westward, with thick brushwood thfit nearly descendecl 
tp the brink of the water. 

The habitations of the graziers, in the midst of these 
extensive forests, are indeed the pipture^ of extreme 
wretchedness. Amiserable hovel, composed of four mu4 
walls with a door of wicker work, a slovenly thatch of 
rushes, and a couple of holes to admit the light, is th|i& 
Visijal residence of a peasant who possesses several 
thousand sheep and an equal number of cattle. 

Though tjie farmers in the vicinage of Zwartkop*% 
Bay are too indolent to manure the land, they com- 
pionly expect a return of thirty or forty for one, if s^ 
stream of water can be opcasionally turned upon the 
ground : their carelessness of manure is evident fron> 
jhe heaps of dung that surround their hovels to th<5 
depth of twelve feet ; nor will tliey ever extend thtj 
cultivation of their grain, unless a coasting trade &houl4 
i^e established. "^ 

■Jbe valjey which is traversed by the Zwartkop*i| 
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River in its course to tl>e bay, is a fertile tract, about 
twenty miles iu length and scarcely three in breadth. 
The adjacent hills exhibit a continued range of ever- 
greens, which, in point of si«e, appear to hold a mid- 
dle rank between shrubs and trees. 

FdUr families are the only inliabitants of the valley, 
who, not contented witli their division of five thousand 
acres of land, have frequemly attempted to burn down 
the forest, that their cattle m'^ht browse ott its sweet 
grass with the greater facility. 

A swamp of considerable extent was discerned in one 
part of the vale, which abounded with teals, ducks, 
a«d mountain geese ; also a great variety of water fowl, 
as pelicans, flamingos, and several species of cranes. 
With bustards, pheasants, and partridges, our ?»uthor 
remarked the wilde pauw, or wild peacock, which he 
pronounces tlie finest bird in Southern Africa : its fea- 
thers are of an ash-coloured blue under the throat and 
on the breast ; the back is finely undulated with brown 
and black lines, the tail marked with alternate bars of 
black and white 5 the plumage on the neck, of a bright 
chesnUt colour, is long, thick, and loose , the sprt^ad 
of the wings is about seven feet, and the length of the 
bird forty-two inches. It is frequently found in the 
vicinity of the farm-houses, and might in all probability 
be easily domesticated. 

The swamp also contained a species of antelope, 
called the rietbok, or red goat, which seems to have 
escaped the attention of naturalists. Its size and co- 
lour are similar to those of the blue antelope, its horns 
are near a foot in length, inclining forwards, and an- 
nulated abo^t three inches above the base 5 and its 
throat is covered with a crest of short hair, from which 
the animal has received a name applicable to the goat 
genus. Our author likewise noticed an animal deno- 
minated the orabie, that bore a great resemblance to 
the steenbok, and was marked do^\Ti the face with two 
yellow lines. The royal antelope is a beautiful creature 
about ten of twelve inches high j its sides are ot a de- 
licate brown, and its back of an ash- coloured blues 
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the horns, which are short and parallel^ are black, and 
polished like the finest marble } this is reckoned the 
smallest of the hoofed quadrupeds, except the pygmy 
musk deer. Griesboks^ steenboks, and duikers, were 
Seen in abundance upon the plains, and the white spot- 
ted launches of the antelope sylvatica were frequently 
discerned among the brushwood. 

On the 29th of August our traveller quitted the 
Zwartkop's Kiver, and, pursuing an easterly direction 
for about twenty miles, encamped upon a bank of 
the Sunday River, which at this place was destitute of 
any perceptible current -, the channel was completely 
skirted with thick woods of kar ro mimosas and greea 
willows, and the water was strongly impregnated with 
salt. 

After an unsuccessful excursion in quest of some 
elephants, which had disturbed the party during the 
night, our author proceeded across a romantic coi^ntry, 
finely marked with noble swells, pleasant meadows', 
and verdant shrubberies, to tlie Bosjesman's River 1 
fom whence he ' proceeded the following day to the 
river of Hassagai ^osch, whose source is in a smaH 
pendent forest, on the declivity of the Rietberg. 

The travellers were now joined by several persons 
who wished to accompany them to CafFraria, and se- 
veral fresh teams of oxen were procured for the in- 
tended joiimey; with which they pursued their route 
to the banks of the Kareeka, where they formed an 
encampment amidst several hundred Catfres, who ad- 
vanced, on their approach, from the adjacent shrub- 
beries. 

A female party first saluted them, and by the most 
insinuating , behaviour endeavoured to procure some 
tobacco and brass buttons from the strangers. Their 
j)ersonal charms were not indeed adapted to captivate 
the a Sections of an European, though (exclusive of 
-their colour, which was a glossy brown) they might 
with justice be accounted handsome. They were in^ 
deed low of stature, strong^limbed, and muscular, but 
their dispositions made ample amends for every peraoDdl 
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defect. " We found them/* says our author, ** to be 
modest without reserve j extremely curious, without 
being troublesome 5 viyacious, but not impudent ; and 
sportive without the least shadow of lasciviousness.*' 

Th6 men were talli robust, and muscular, distin* 
fpiished by a peculiar firmness of carriage, and a fine 
ingenuous countenance j some of them were six feet 
ten inches high, and S3 elegantly proportiomed, that 
Mr. Barrow affirms they would not have disgraced 
the pedestal of Hercules in the ^slrnese palace. 

Their skins, which were extremely darkj and their 
short curling hair, were rubbed with a soluti<$h of red 
ochre, that gave them the romantic appearance of 
bronze figures. They were in general destrttite of 
raiment, except a tew, who were covered with 
cloaks of skins. The women were clothed with long 
cloaks, that descended to the anelei and tlieir heads 
were covered with leather caps, ornamented with a 
profusion of «bells^ beads, and polished pieces of 
co|)per. 

After a distribution of tobacco among the females, 
who presented it to their husbands and fathers, some 
baskets of milk were brought as a grateful return 5 and 
the women seemed to feel uncommon pleasure while 
these curious vessels, composed of interwoven reeds, 
excited the admiration ^f the strangers* 

About sun-set the plain was ccmipletely covered 
with herds of cattle that were brought in from every 
quarter.by a sort of whistling noisei, which operated as 
a signal of command, and was so perfectly understood 
by the cattle that they came forward to be milked, and 
returned to the pastures in the morning in obedience 
to other sounds of a similar nature. 

The chiefe were stout, well-formed men, clothed 
with long cloaks of calves* skins, that were extremely 
light and pliant, and distinguished by a small brass 
chain, which hung suspended from a chaplet of copper 
b«ids$ their wrists were encircled with bracelets of 
iron or copper ; broad rings of ivory were worn on the 
upper part of the left arm ; their necks were surround* 
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edby^mall gkss ornaments, and their ears decorated 
with the quillft of a porcupine. 

The'vives of these men were apparently adorned 
according to the direction of their own caprice, or the 
Jiature of their circumstances, without any peculiar 
fashion or order. Brass buttons, old knee buckles, . 
hron rings, or any metallic material that had fallen into 
their hands^ immediately became an article of dress. 
Some were observed with fifty necklaces about their 
necks, festoons of little shells around their caps, and 
several rows of buttons stitched upon their calf-skin 
cloaks j others were more remarkable for a variety of « 
bracelets, and iron rings upon their legs ; and the ge- 
nerality of them were supplied with a quantity of red 
ochre, which is frequently applied to their faces, and 
therefore suspended from the neck in the shell of a 
small land tortoise. 

On the 2d of September our travellers skirted the 
banks of the Kareeka, wbkh werq. occupied by multi- 
tudes of Caffres, and their extensive herds j of the latter 
Mr. Barrow supposes that five tliousand head were seen 
in the course of one day*s journey. 

After continuing their route over a level country 
that abounded with grass, they encamped for the night 
on the borders of the Great Fish River, which they 
found to be near four hundred yards in width, and of 
a considerable depth. Jts sloping banks were plea- 
santly -covered with grass from the elevated plains to 
the brink of the water ^ and on the side of Cafiraria 
the ch^nel was skirted with thick woods, while the 
adjacent coasts, as seen from the hillocks of sand, were 
wild, rocky, and without eithec bay or indent. 

The hills -that terminate this division to tite north- 
ward, the sides of the knolls, and all the chasms with 
which the plains are here frequently intersected, are 
finely clothed with a tall luxuriant shrubbery, and oc- 
casipnally spotted with clumps of forest trees; among 
these, the euphorbia held a .distinguished place, whose 
naked aiins were .extptji.ded frotn a strai^it and lofty trunk, 

you X^XA, 2 6 
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The geel hmrt was still considerably bighler j ftn^ A* 
erythrina corallodendmm, or Catfre's bean-tree, ad- 
mirably adorned the surroundmg scenery witk its daz- 
zling cLusteijs of red fLowem, that exactly resert)bi)ed so 
many branches of coral, cadousiy entwined amidst the 
small and elegant foliage. 

Having passed the Giieat Fish River with frtuch dif^ 
ficulty, owing to the height of the batiks and the ra- 
pidity of the stream, the travellers entered upon a beau- 
tiful country, that was abundantly supplied #ith her- 
bage, wood, and water ; and passed the night in the 
> vicinity of a stream denominated the Kowsha. . 

On* \be subsequent day they passed the villages of 
Tooleyand Malloo, situated on two charming acclivi- 
ties near the Kowsha 5 they also observed several vil- 
lages on the banks of the Guengka, and continued their 
route to a river of considerable magnitude, called the 
KeiskamtDa. 

As the river was not fi^rdable for waggons, and the 
opposite mountains precluded the possibility of Conti- 
nuing the journey with carriages, it was judged ex- 
pedient to send some messengers to the royal residence, 
which was only fifteen miles distant, in order to obtain 
his majesty's sanction to their progress through his do- 
mirvioiis. Three Hottentbw were aiccordingly dis- 
patcl^ed, with a few presents, while the company fol- 
lowed on horseback, over a country that was com- 
pletely coveted with thick underwood and thorny mi- 
mosas, and occasiotially dotted with small villages 'of 
ten or twenty huts, from whence the peasants' of all 
descriptions issued, to gratify their predominant passion 
by a sight of the strangers. 

On their arrival at the village, that was honoared by 
the residence of the king, they ^^re kindly received 
by the queen and his majesty's m<)ther^'who itiformed 
them that the monarch was at his gracing village, about 
ten miles distant, to which a nQiessenger was instantly 
dispatched; while the travellers were greatly enter- 
tained by the cOaversation and vivacity of the ItuSes. 



.Tb^sove^^ign,.Gaika> now came galboping to the 
vil^ag^ upon -^ ox^ with se\iei:al attendants^ and re- 
ceived the strangerti under ibe. shade of a spreading 
mimosa. After a short conversation, .which reflected 
ihq highest honour on the sense and pradence of the 
young raoDarch, he graciously received a present jj-ccn-. 
fii&ting of sheets of copper, brass wire, knivesyt beads> 
tuider-boxes, looking-glasses, aud. tabacco> and alsured 
them of his favour and protection. 

Gaika, who was at this time under, twenty-years of 
age, was about five feet ten inches high,, of an elogant 
iiitm and graceful deportment ^ his complex ioo was a 
de^ bronze j bis eyes brown and animated j his teeth 
vhite as unsullied ivory,- and his «pen countenance 
strongly marked M'kh ibe habit of rejection : vigorous 
in his mental, and amiable in his personal qualitiesy 
Gaika was at once the friend and ruler of a happy 
people, who universally pronounced his nanae with 
transport, and blest his abode as the seat of felicity. 

His dress was similar to that of the chiefs in the 
cok)ny ; con^^ting of a cloak faced with the skin of a 
leopard, i^rge ivory bracelets, a necklace of beads, and 
a fancifol copper chaplet^ adorned on the left side with 
a brass chain j these ornaments are, however, only worn 
occasionally, as h^ i^s. usually destitute of apparel^ like 
the generality of hi3 subjects. 

Ihe quetn, who was very young, and agreeably fea» 
tured, -was merely distinguished from the other ladies 
bji a cloak with three rows of brass buttons, that ex- 
tended from the liood to the extremity of the skirt. 
The skin caps of the women are here covered with a 
profusion of buttons, shells, or beads, that are vari- 
ously placed, according to the siiggestions of their own 
iiventive fancy. 

'Ihe village where Gaika now lived, was a small 
assemblage of about fifty huts, situated upon the banks 
©f a streamlet cnlled the Kooquanie, and bounded on 
the north by lofty mountains, pendent woods, and a 
luxuriant herbage. The huts were constructed of wood, 
2o 2 
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clay, and matting, in the form of bee-hives ; one of 
which seemed destined for the use of the queen -, it» 
dimensions were larger than the rest^ and its com|>osiT 
tiou much finer. 

The natives pf Gafiiraria^ if taken coHectively, are 
perhaps superior in point of figure to the inhabitants 
of any other natipn upon earth ; they are, indeed, ex- 
empt £nom many of those causes/ which^ in civilized so- 
ciety, tend to debilitate and impede the growth of the 
human body. Their diet is perfectly simple^ their ei- 
ercise conducive to liealth; and tiie air they breathe is 
salubrious. Strangers to the licentious appetites which 
frequently proceed from a depraved imagination, they 
cheerfully receive the bounteous gifts of Nature, and 
when midnight sways her ehon sceptre over the cpun- 

Sweetly composed the weary peasant lies. 
Though through the woods terrific winds resouad*; 

Though rattling thunder shakes this vaulted skies. 
Or vivid lightning runs along the ground. 

And when Aurora, rising from the maiu. 

Comes smiling forth, to lend the world her Iight» 

AmazM, he views the deeply delug'd plain. 
Strange to the horrors that couruls d the night. 

• Smith. 

Languor an4 melancholy have, indeed, but little to 
do with the Caffres, whose nerves are unshaken by ip- 
toxicating liquors, and their tempers unruffled by jea- 
lousy j their countenances are always cheerful, and 
the whole of their demeanor bespeaks 4 happy and 
contented i^iind. 

Polygamy is allowed to all, but chiefly confined to 
the chiefs, who generajly purchase their wives from 
the Tambookie nation. Thie other inhabitants are sel-r 
dom able to purchase more than one -, and as the fe-; 
males of this country regard themselves as the absolute 
Ufoperty of their parents, any suitor, who is able tjj 
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advance the sum demanded, may rest assured of sac- 
cess. Yet, says our author, it would be unjust to tax 
a people with sensuality, naerely because they are stran^ 
gers to those fine sentiments and exquisite feelings that 
seem peculiar to the inhabitants of Europe. 

In cases of infidelity, which seldom occur, the pu- 
Disbment is a ^ne, with the dismissal of the wife at 
her husband*s option ; but if he receives ocular de- 
monstration of- his dishonour, he is permitted to sacri- 
fice both the parlies to his indignation. A murderer 
is instantly put lo death, unless the fact was accidental, 
"when fee must pay a certain fine to the relatives of the 
deceased, as a compensation for their loss. Imprison- 
inent is totally unknown among these })eople,and thieves 
are merely compelled to restqre the stolen property. 

Their favourite employments are of a pastoral kind, 
and what portion of time they have to spare, is usually 
devoted to the chase j in agriculture they use the small 
end of a keerie* for the puiposc of planting, and the 
principal weapon used in war is an iron spear, fixed 
upoq a tapering shaft about four feet long, which is 
called a hassagai by the Hottentots, and known among 
the CaiFres by the name of the omkontoo. 

As their skill in music is not superior to that of the 
JJottentots, they seldom attempt to sing, and when 
they do, the performance is really ipiserable. Equally 
destitute of grace are their dances, in which a Caffre 
woman appears to the greatest disadvantage, as her 
fealures are overspread with an unusual gravity, her 
eyes fixed on the earth, and her body apparently dis- 
torted by the most convulsive motion*. 

Tattowng is here extremely prevalent among the 
women, who frequently devote their leisure hours to 
this strange amusement, and exercise their ingeAuily 
chiefiy upon the stomach and the arms. 

• A kccrie is a stick abc ut ihirty inches long, with a heavy 
knob at one end, uhich the natives throw successfully at va- • 
rlous sorts of. birds and the smaller anulopes. 
2g3 
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Of fishery they are so totally ignorant, that the whole 
extent of their coast, though washed by the sea, and 
intersected by several considerable rivers, does not pro- 
duce a single boat or floating vessel of any constrac- 
tion ; probably soiiie peculiar superstition may prohibit 
the use of fish, or otherwise they are unwilling, from 
a natural timidity^ to intrust themselves in a firail bark 
upon the deep waters. 

The enunciation of their language is fluent^ soft, and 
harmonious, though not the smallest vestige of a writ- 
ten character is to be found among them. Of astro- 
nomy^ they only know that, rn about thirty days, the 
moon will have gone through all its various appear- 
ances, and that twelve moons will bring a revolution 
of the seasons. Their chronology, which is kept by 
the moon, and registered by notches in a piece of tim- 
ber, seldom extends beyond one generation^ when the 
old series is cancelled, and the death of a favourite chief, 
or some remarkable conquest, serves for a new xra. 

Their manner of disposing of the dead is extremely 
singular, and essentially different from the practice of 
the surrounding nations. Their chiefs are usually bu- 
ried very deep under the places that are appointed for 
the nocturnal repose of the oxen 5 and their children 
are commonly deposited in excavated ant-hills ; ' but all 
other persons are exposed on their decease to the wolves, 
and are instantly dragged away to the dens of those fe- 
rocious animals, which are therefore held sacred by the 
Cafiires, and permitted to ravage the country without 
molestation. , 

Having satisfied his curiosity at the residence of the 
Caifre monarch, Mr. Barrow resolved to examfne the 
moutli of the Keiskamma, the» stream of which was 
greatly superior to that of the Great Fish River j but, 
as he was obliged to traverse a wild and uninhabited 
country in order to arrive at the desired object, the 
majority of his companions thought fit to amuse them- 
. selves with shooting, while he continued his route, in 
a southerly direction, towards the sea-coast. 
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In the evening he pitched bis lent upon die btnk of 
a small clear stream^ that inteniepted a funeapd pictu- 
resque country* whose banging woods, e:i(tepsive pas^ 
tuies, and beauteous c)urops of shrubbery, ro^mbled 
a suite o& English pleasure grounds 2 while several 
fields of millet, und verdaiit eminences, lightly sprin-r 
kled with small villages, enphaiped the attention of our 
traveller, and induced hini to pronounce this romanfic^ 
spot, ** the most beautiful part of Africa/* 

About the close of the folk>wu)g day he ^arrived af 
the mouth of the Keiskammaj wber^ the river waa 
very deep, and apparently as wid^ as X\^ Thames at 
Woolwich. The surf broke with violence upon a bar 
of sand that defended the entrance j reefs of rocks 
ran out on each side to a considerable distance, and 
the rocky coast extended as far as the eye could reach^ 
without any indent or winding. 

Having found the mouth of the Keiskamma to bar 
situated in 33 deg. 12 min. south latitude, and 20 deg. 
6. min. east longitude, our author leci^^ssed the Great 
Fish River, and travelled over a plain towards Graaf 
Reynet, where a mass of pure iion was found some 
years ago, and carried as a great curiosity to Cape Town. 
From this circumstance some persons were inclined to 
suppose that it was really to be found in the country 
in its native state 3 biit as the mass in question^ which 
weighed about three hundred pounds, exhibited evi<r 
dent marks of force that had been used to flatten or 
draw it out, and as it was totally destitute of matrix, 
pebbles, or marks of crystallization, it was in all pro-f 
bability the thick part oifa ship's anchor, that had been 
removed by the Caffres from the sea-coast, and by 
them vainly attempted to be reduced into smaller 



In the vicinity of the Bosjesman*s River, our author 
received a visit from the chief of the Ghonaquas, who, 
with about a dozen followers, constituted the last r&r 
mains of this mixed tribe of Hotttsutots and CafiE^es. 

Atter passing the fertile division of BruyntJesHoogte, 
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whicluf ft Mnflfkable lor th^ turbulent spirit of Ih^ in- 
habitanfs, tbey descended to the Karoo plates of Cam- 
deboo. These plaitw' are Intersected by foor rivors, and 
supplied w'tfb an abund^ice of game^ ^particudaplf 
tfpringboks and th^ larger kindst^antelopesr A beau- 
tiful ground-squirrel was also found; about eight inches 
in lengthy of a dark chesnut colour marked on each 
side with a white stripe, and furnished with a grizzled 
tail about ten inches long. 

Among the feathered tribe, Balsaric cranes, Oumea 
Ibwls, woodpeckers^ and kingfi>hers, are the most 
numerous. Three species of the colii were also noticed 
by our author, and several sorts of swallows, that fre* 
quent the habitation of man, and deposit their eggs 
under the shelter of his roof. 

. The Sunday River abounds with delicious eels, and 
turtles that generally run about a foot in diameter. 
Of the latter a great number were taken by the travel- 
lers; who now crossed the ford, and on the 30th of 
September an-ived at tlie village of the Drosdy, after a 
long circuitous journey of near two months. 

Three weeks were devoted to rest and refreshment 
in the di^ion of GraaiF Reynet, when our author un- 
dertook to visit the Sneuwberg, or Snowy Mountains, 
that are inhabited by tlie savage race of Bosjesmans. 
Accordingly he departed with some attendants on the 
20th of October, and after crossing the Sunday Rivti 
and the Karoo, he reached the feet of the mountains, 
and formed an encampment upon one of the extensive 
^plains, which lie between the scattered mountains that 
(Compose the Sneowbei^. 

Next morning they proceeded to Waay Hoek, or 
Whidy Corner, from whence they made an excursion 
^mong the hills, in quest of Bosjesmans, some of whonk 
bad recently driven off a number of cattle, and were 
supposed to renjain in the vicinity of the mountains. 
Their usual retreats are indeed easily discerned, bujt 
nearly inacceissible, and extremely dangerous to ajy- 
prpach. A succession of caverns^ formed by the rap^d 
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torrents that v'ash^be sides of the stratified mountains^ 
piresenta a choice to the Bosjesman^ who generally Hxet 
on the highest, as affording hin^ at once a secure shel« 
ter and an extensive command of the circamjacent 
country. 

In one of these excavated rocks were discovered 
several bundles of fresh grass, and fires that were 
scarcely eKtinguished. 1 he sides of the cavern were 
ornamented with drawings of antelopes, which, though 
rotighly performed, were really excellent copies of the^ 
several beasts, that were Intended by the savage paint- 
ers $ and the figure of a zebra, executed "with pipe- 
clay, charcoal, and vm-ious sorts of ochre, was so ad- 
mirably dtflineated, that Mr. Barrow affirms, "a worse 
resemblance, in accuracy of outline and correctness of 
proportion, has often passed through the hands of tbe^^ 
engraver." 

i'hie upper part of the cavern was covered by a thick 
substance, whose colour, consistence, and tenacity, 
were similar to Spanish iiquorice j its smell was fiiint, 
ofiensive, and slightly bituminous; it fiamed weakly 
in a candle, and the residuum appeared of a black 
coaly substance. The patch that adhered to the rock 
was completely covered with myriads of little fiies, of 
which our authpr attempted to procure a sp^men by 
cutting o^ fk piece of the substance with bis knife; 
but his cpmpanioqs assured^him it was the most deadly 
poison, and if the smallest particle should aocidentally 
fall into his eycj inevitable blindn^s» would ipqtgpt^y 
ensue. 

Proceioding from hence to the northward, the at- 
tention of our travellers wai excited by the appearance 
of a tro<^ of Ipcusts, that completely covered the sur- 
face of the earth for the spac^ of a square n^ile. While 
they remained upon the grounds the herbage was so 
totally obscured, that neither gr^s l^or shrubs were 
visible^ and when they rose up on the approach of the 
waggons, the air was darkened as with a great aad un- 
useal cloud. "^ 

Pp the evening of the 23d, ^n encaippment wa^ 
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Iwtnect at tl*-Toot 'of a mountain, that fo«ns <»e of 
tk© highest points in Southerti" Africa : it 4«. divided on 
every sidefrom the lieighbourirtg hills- by a large, level 
im^kow, from whcince the- waters flow in every dfTeo- 
tion ; and its summit is so remarkably pointed, as to 
induce a British traveller to^ive it the appellation of 
the* Compass Mountain . 

The genewil surface of the country, on the nortJiera 
side, is fifteen handred feet above the surfec** of the 
Sunday River, and the dJev^ition of the peak above |hi» 
surface is nearly bquivakfit to the measurement of the 

• The Btrfeamlets, that ^tded^^rough the adjacent 
meeidiiiws, wer^^abtmd^tly covered with reeds, and 
frequented by flodks of small birds, among wh'tch are 
remackabie, the Ionia ovix, or gtenadier, and the loxia 
Cafira, or long-tailed finch ; the former of these is of 
a grayish-brdWfl colour, eiicept in the summer mc»iths« 
when the feeitliers of the male assume a beautiftil crim- 
fion hue,' upon the n^k, breast, and back, and on the 
throat and beMy are of a glossy black. The long-tailed 
finch ift Subject to greater- and more curious changes 
than the former ; the feathers of the tail, which am 
fifteen inches long, though the body is scarcely €ve, 
are placed m i^imllat positions to those of the domestic 
cock 5' but this only continues to the commencement of 
wintePi when it ia brown, short, and horizontii], like 
that of tiie female. The construction of their nests is 
excefedingly curifous, thirty or forty of which were fi«- 
quently seen by our author in one clamp of reeds. 

The mountains that form what is usually denomi- 
nated the Sneiiwberg, are composed of sand-stone, 
which is found lying in horizontal strata ; their bases 
rested on blue schistus, like the great ranges in the 
vicinity of the Cape ; but their summits are generally 
destitute of that quartz for which the other -eminences 
arb remarkable. 

The soil in the division of Snenwberg comp>reheads 
^n extensive tract of country : it is of a clayey nature, 
and frequently clodded together in Uidurated masses 
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that contain a considerable portion of 4ark« foJiated 
mica. The plants that wei-e sprinkled (Mrer the «xst^ 
face^ were a small diosm^j two species of the irisj' 
with tall spikes of blue or yellow^ flowers ; and a beaa- 
tiful mesembryantkemtim with snntili scarlet flowers; 
The lower parts of the plains were' likewise embroi- 
dered with a profusion of syngenesious plants^ tliat were 
in foil bloom at the period of onr author's visit. 

Shrubbery is so extremely scarce in this division> 
that many of the inhabitants aifirmed^ they had fiever 
men a tree ; and our author rem^rk3> t^tiie travailed 
' for miles together, over the elevated plains-, witheMat 
meeting with a singlestick. " At length/' says he, 
'* we passed one kloof, in which a dos^en minoosas stood 
between the hills, and these were completely covered 
with a variety of nests, that the smart birds of d\f^ 
ferent species had built as thickly as those of crows in 
a rookery." 

Though nature seeihs unfriendly to the pix>ductiojfi 
of trees and shrubs in the Sneuwberg, grain is easily 
raised, and generally yields a rich reward to the la^ 
bouRS*, utnless, as is sometimes ih6 cafee, it is injured 
by the heavy. showers which fall at tins time of harvest, 
or is devoured by the locusts, that occa^iotially infdst 
the country in prodigious multitudes. Th^ farmers, 
however, suffer materially from the predatory- excur- 
sions of the Bosjesmans, of whose af>p^09ch thena* 
tiv«i of Socuwberg are continually apprehensive^ 
and to whpse arms the numerous dependants of tii^ 
farmer are-too frequently opposed in vain 5 yet, notwith^ 
standing, the division has its charms. It is di&ljfest 
Rursery for slieep ill the whole colony, as they axe heie 
much larger knd &)er than iiti any of the s^roQAdfi6g 
districts > the tails usually weigh from twelve to fifteen 
pouikls> and sometimes considerably more. Each far- 
mer &s» ooaunonly tferee or fouf thousand sheep, -be»- 
tidbs borees, di^ughtoxen, and tows l^€it |H^iie6 8ii 
ebdndaoce ^ butter which h a^GoUated supeididr to 
any other in the country. 
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The iobaibitftots are a brave aod hardy race, yet 
peaoeable, orderly, and obliging in their dispositions. 
Tiie coQiitaDt danger to which their persons and pro- 
perty are exposed, luidoabtedJy increases their natoial 
vigilance and activity. Nor are the men alone enti- 
tled to the character of bravery and animation, since 
such instances have been shown of female fortitude, 
as have certainly rivalled the strongest exertions of their 
snale companions : as a proof o( this assertion, our 
author was credibly inf(»rmed« that the invaders were 
frequently cepulsed by the vigilance of the females, and 
a woman ef his own party had formerly, in her bus- 
band*s absence, pursued a party of Bosjesmans, who 
hid carried off a flock of sheep, and with a single 
musket and one Hottentot attendant, she put the 
plunderers to flight, and returned home with the les- 
cfjed animals in triumph. 

Quitting the Sneuwberg, our author proceeded 
about twenty miles to the northward, across a level 
GouQtry, that was well supplied with water and clothed 
with pasturage^ but totally destitute of shrubbeiy -, a 
variety of wild animals were observed in the course of 
the day, as gnoos, quachas, and hartebeests; and to- 
wards evening the travellers encamped at Gordon's 
foBleyn^ in the vicinity of the last Christian habitatbn 
that »cas found in this quarter of the colony. 
, As it was judged imprudent to proceed any further 
without an armed force, sixteen farmers and eight 
Hottentots were persuaded to accompany the traveller, 
who, with this addition, now amounted to near fifty 
persona* 

Tl^following night was passed near the commeBce' 
ment of the Sea Cow River, which is formed from 
tlie collected branches that ran to the northward, horn \ 
.various parts of Sneuwberg, and the Roodeberg, or 
Red Mountain. This river formerly abounded with 
the animals from which it flrst received its name ; hot 
^wi^g to the.proximity of the colonyj and the conve^ 
7 .. u. 



tilence of hunting them in the pools that abound in the 
channel, they are nearly extirpated. 

Continuing their journey over plains, that were 
abundantly supplied with game, a prodigious large 
wolf, two quachas, and a couple of venomous snakes, 
were killed by the travellers, who now proceeded to 
Edel Heer's Baaken, on that part of the river where 
Governor Van Plettenberg erected a stone, to serve as 
a line of demarcation between the colony and the coun- 
try of the Bosjesmans. 

Here tfiey found about a dozen large bashes, loaded 
with nests of a surprising size, and inhabited by a 
numerous flock of small birds, that were immediately 
recognised by the farmers as the locust-eaters, which 
had not been so near the colony during thirteen years, 
in which titne the locusts had so dreadS^lly infested the 
Sjjeuwberg. 

This bird is apparently of the thnwh species^ k is mi- 
gratory, and only to be seen in such places as are fre- 
quented by the locusts ; its head, breast and back are of 
a pale cinereous colour, the belly white, the wings 
and ta*l black, and the throat marked wifli two naked, 
black channels. 

The nests, which at a distance appeared to be of 
so great arijagnitude, were found to consist of several 
littte cells, each of tRem forming a separate nest, with 
a tube that led to it from the side. 

*' It is,'* says our author, *' impossible to ibrm an 
adequate idea of the innumerable multitudes of the 
larvae;, or incomplete insect of the locusts, that at this 
time infested an area of sixteen hundred square miles 
in Africa, where the whole surface was literally co- 
vered with them. The water of the river was actu- 
ally blackened by the swarms which had perished in 
attempting to reach the reeds that grew in its channel, 
•and every fruitful spot was entirely stripped of its 
verdure. 

When on a march; which is usually with the wind, 
it is utterly impossible to turn the direction of a troop :^ 

VOL. sxu 2 a 
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nor can thej be aU^ked wUh muck, success till sun-set 
wijen they divide into smajl companies, and surround 
the small shrubs, tufts of grass, or aDt-hills, to which 
the farmer instantly drives two or three thousand sheeo^ 
that by their restlessness the insects may be ha[yp\\y 
trodden to .pieces. 

After a considerable time had been devoted to the 
chase on the borders of tlie Sea Cow River, the travel- 
lers proceeded to a craal, that was situated in the mouth 
of a defile, where the inhabitants were at first much 
alarmed at the appearance of so large a party of Ku- 
/opeaiisj hut on the reception of a few trifling pre- 
sents, their terrors were dispersed, and they con- 
tentedly associated with the strangers for several suc- 
cessive day^. 

1 he horde, or cijial, contained about five-and-twenty 
huts, constructed of small grass mats, fastened upon 
two semicircular sticks, open before and closed behind. 
They were about a yard higli, and four feet wide, witli 
•a h<ij41ow place in the middle of the ground, that re- 
sembled the nest of aa ostrich. In this hollow a little 
grass was placed, to serve the purpose of a bed, where 
the inmates evidently lay coiled round, in manner of 
•some quadrupeds. All the men were entirely naked, 
acKl xendered still- more disgusting by a porcupine's 
quill, or a piece of \vood, tliat was universally passed 
through the cartilage of the nose. The females wore a 
wn^li belt, of spriifgbok's skin, cut into long fringes, 
while Uieir heads were fancifully adorned with leather 
caps in the form of helmeta^ bits of copper, ^^ells, 
and beads. 

In tl^ir persoQS. they are extremely dimlaHtive, 
scarcely ever exoeediog four feet nine inches in height ; 
the taltest woman seen in the craal ooieasured four fe^t 
four inches^ and a^odier^ who was merely three feet 
itine inches high) was th^ mother of several children. 
From their complexion, hair, and turn of countenance, 
.cur aotlior i$ kKdiined to proaeunce theoi of the i^me 
xxnffn with ith^^.liQt^iihi^i tbb^gb^, ki psfi^o^al ap-* 
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pearance, the diflfer^hce i^'exoeddlnglj^^'gr^af." HmT 
Bosjesmans are peculiarl)' distinguished by the dej|r^- 
sion of their noses, the height of their chfeek'-ttoftes, 
the prominence of their chlns^ and the fortBatk)ftt)f 
their eyes, the rounded lids* of "which arc Nearly .siijii**' 
lar to those ofMie Chinese. Their^belheB arelite"-- 
wise exceedingly protuberant, dnd their baeka hollow, 
though their limbs are cohimonly well-tUrnefii and' 
their agility is such, that they will ieap the preeipliJes- 
of the mountains like the klip-springing antelopes s/nd 
outstrip the fleetest horse, on roiJgh ground, with thO-' 
greatest facility. ' ' 

. The disposition of the Bosjesmans is widely differ* 
ent from that of the Hottentots who reside in the coo 
lony. Cheerful, active, and yivacioUs, they cam ^ 
precarious subsistence with inuch danger and fatigue,' 
and usually satisfy the cravings of an empty st^n4'ach> 
with the larvae of locusts, or a few graminebus rootsy 
that are pungent, and ungrateful to the palate i; yetj 
when the surrounding formers have retired to their ha- 
bitations, and the moon breaks forth in unsullied hright^ 
ness upon the landscape, they apparently forg^f their 
perils and their wants, and usually devote the hdurs to* 
dancing, till the orient cloiids are burnished wfth the 
beams of the rising sun. Ttiey are likewise extremely 
joyful at the approach of the first thunder storni after 
the winter, which they consMer as a token of thesiim- 
mer*s commencement, and • express their delight by 
rending their skin coverings, throwing them in the air^ 
and dancing for several successive nights. 

When their various plans of entrapping game are 
rendered jibortive, and the chase proves unhucccssful, 
they proceed to the colony in quest of plunder, though 
the undertaking is toilsome and extremely hazardous. 
If they are unexpectedly surrounded by the farmers, 
they will throw themselves in the midst of their ene- 
mies, that, by creating a general confusion, their couni 
tr}'men may take an advantageous aim from the adiji-* 

9h:j 



formed '^t tlfe-loohof a mountain, that ^dfms <Mie of 
tk© highest points in Southertr Africa : it ii divided oa 
every sille-frotti the ii€tghbouring hills- by a large level 
ineadow^ fnnn whijnco the- waters flow in every dftec- 
tion ; and its summit is so remarkably pointed, as to 
ifidlice a British trawller to-^ive it the appeliation of 
the* Compass Mountain. 

The gerreml surftice of the country^ on the northern 
Side, is fifteen hmftired feet above the surfece of the 
Sunday River, and the dlev;ition of the peak above |bi«^ 
surface is nearly bqnivaleflt to the measurement of the 
foiiiier. 

-The ^rfeamletSi that glided ^ifhrough the adjacent 
meadows, were ^abundantly covered with reeds, and 
fi'equented by fiook» of ^tnall' birds, among which are 
rematkabie, the loxia ovix, or gijenadier, and the loxia 
Caffra, or long-tailed finch ^ the former of these i& of 
a grayish-brdwn odlodr, ei^ccept in the ^uminer months, 
when tlie fi^thers 6f the male assume a beautiful crim- 
son hue, upon'the nack, breast, and back, and on the 
throat and belly are of a glossy black. The long-tailed 
finch lb Subject to greater and more curious changes 
than the forttier ; the feathers of the tail, which aie 
fifteen inches long, though the body is scarcely €ive, 
are placed i« Bimjla'r positions to those of the domestic 
cock J- but this only continues to the commencement of 
wintePi when it i» broWU, short, and horizontal, like 
that of ^he female. The construction of their nests if 
exceedingly curious, thirty or forty of which were fre- 
quently seen by our author in one clump of reeds- 

The mountains that fortn what is usually denomi- 
nated the Sneriwberg, are composed of sand-stone, 
which is found' lying in horizontal strata ; their bases 
rested on blue schistus, likf; the great ranges in the 
vicinity of the Cape ; but their summits are generatty 
destitute of that quartz for which the^ other-emineaces 
ar6 remarkable. 

The soil in the division of Sneawberg comprehends 
^n extensive tract of country : it is of a clayey nature, 
and frequently clodded together in indurated n^sses 
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that contaiu a consklerable portion of ^ark' fo)iated 
roica. Tbe plants that weiX3 uprinkled over the «itr5 
face, were a small diosma ^ two specied of the ii^is^' 
with tail spikes of blue or yellow flowers j and a beau* 
tiful mesembryanthetntim with smali scarlet ilowers: 
The lower parts of tbe plains were' likewise embroi- 
dered with a profusion of syngenesious plants^ that were 
I m fall bloom at the period of our anthor's visit. 

Shrubbery is so extremely scarce in this division> 
that many of tbe inhabitants a^rmed, they had fievef 
Ken a tree ; and our author remarks, that he traveled 
r for miles together, over the elevated plains, without 
aieeting with a single stick. " At length/' says he, 
" we passed one kloof, in which a dozen mimosas stood 
between the hills, and these were completely covered 
with a variety of nests, that the small birds of dif- 
ferent species had built as thickly as those of crows in 
a rookery.*' 

Though nature seethe unfriendly to the pix>ducti6h 
of tiees and shrubs in the Sneuwberg, grain is easily 
raised, and generally yields a rich reward to the la^ 
bounsr, unless, as is sometimes Ih^ case, it is iDJiired 
by tlie heavy sbo^^rs which fall at the time of harvest, 
or is devoured by tbe locusts, that occaiiiotialiy inf<tet 
the country in prodigious multitudes. The formers, 
however, suffer materially from the predatory- excur- 
sioosof the Bosjesmans, of whose approach the na- 
tives oi Sneuwberg are continually apprehensive^ 
and to whpse arms the numerous dependants of th6 
tarmer are too frequently opposed in vain j yet, hotwkh* 
standing, the division has its charms. It is lii&'beist 
Bnnery for sheep in the whole colony, as they kvt here 
jxrach larger tod finer than vi any of the s^rooddffig 
' dis^ cts 3 the rails usually weigh from twelve to fifteen 
poundsjr and sometimes c6nsidiirably more. Each far- 
ifcier bsn odmmotily three or fouf thousaiKl sheep^-be^ 
inteft horses, draught oxen, and tows t^ett |H^iio6 tfi 
ebdtidaDce kff butter which Is o^coikited fliipeij^r to 
any other in the country. 
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The inbAitants are a brave and hardy race^ yet 
peaoeable, orderly, and obliging in their dispositions. 
The cooDtant danger to which their persons and pro- 
perty are exposed, vuidoubtedJy increases their natural 
vigilance and activity. Nor arc the men alone enti- 
tled to the character of bravery and animation, since 
such instances have been shown of female fortitnde, 
as have certainly rivalled the strongest exertions of their 
auile companions: as a proof of this assertion, our 
author was credibly informed* that the invaders were 
frequently eepolsed by the vigilance of the females, and 
a woman of his own party had formerly, in her hus- 
band*s absence, pursued a party of Bosjesmans, who 
Jbad carried off a flock of sheep, and with a single 
musket and one Hottentot attendant, she put the 
plunderers to flight, and returned home with the x^- 
cued animals in triumph. 

Quitting the Sneuwberg, our author proceeded 
about twenty miles to the northward, across a level 
country, that was well supplied with water and clothed 
with pasturage, but toully destitute of shrubbery -, a 
:i'ariety of wild animals were observed in theeourscof 
.^heday, as gnoos, quachas, and hartebeestsj and to- 
wards evening the travellers encamped at Gordon's 
EoBteyn, in the vicinity of the last Christian habitation 
that ncas found in this quarter of the colony. 
. Jis it was judged imprudent to proceed any further 
without an armed force, sixteen . farmers and eight 
Hottentots were persuaded to accompany the travellers, 
who» with this addition, now amounted to near fifty 
persons. 

Tl^foUowing night was passed near the comm^ce' 
ment of the Sea Cow River, which is formed from 
tlie collected branches that run to the northward, from 
.various parts of Sneuwber^g. and the Roodebeig, or 
Red Mountain. This river formerly abounded with 
.the animals from which it first received its name ; but 
^awij^g to the.pTpximity of the colony, and the conve- 
7 .... 
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ulence of hunting them in the pools that abound in the 
channel, they are nearly extirpated. 

Continuing their journey over plains, that were 
abundantly supplied with game, a prodigious large 
wolf, two quachas^ and a couple of venomous snakes, 
were killed by the travellers, who now proceeded to 
Edel Heer's Baaken, on that part of the river where 
Governor Van Plettenberg erected a stone, to serve as 
a line of demarcation between the colony and the coun* 
try of the Bosjesmans. 

Here they found about a dozen large bashes, loaded 
with nests of a surprising size, and inhabited by a 
numerous flock of small birds, that were immediatelv 
recognised by the farmers as the locust-eaters, which 
had not been so near the colony during thirteen years, 
in which time the locusts had so dreadfully infested th^ 
Saeuwberg. 

llils bird is apparently of the thru«h species^ it is mt- 
gratory, atid only to be seen in such places as are fre- 
qtiented by fhe locusts ; its head, breast and back are of 
a pale cinereous colour, the belly white, the wings 
and ta<l black, and the throat marked w'lfti two naked, 
black channels. 

llie nests, which at a distance appeared to be of 
so great aiiragniiude, were found to consist of several 
little cells, each of tBem forming a separate nest, with 
a tube that led to it from the side. 

" It is,^' says our author, " impossible to form an 
adequate idea of the innumerable multitudes of the 
larvae, or incomj^ete insect of the locusts, that at this 
time infested an area of sixteen hundred square miles 
in Africa, where the whole surface was literally co- 
vered with them. The water of the river was actu- 
ally blackened by the swarms which had perished in 
attempting to reach the reeds that grew in its channel^ 
and every fruitful spot was entirely stripped <^ its 
verdure. 

When on a march; which is usually with the wind, 
it is utterly impossible to turn the direction of a troop ; 
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iior can thej be atjtacked wi^h muGh success till svin-set^ 
when tiiey divide into smajl companies, and surround 
the-smali shrubs, tufts of grass^ or ant-hills, to which 
the farmer instantly drives two or three thousand sheep, 
that by their restlessness the insects may be ha|)pi^ 
trodden to .pieces. 

After a considerable time had been devoted to the 
chase on the borders of the Sea Cow River, the travel- 
lers proceeded to a q^al, that was situated in the mouth 
of a defile, where the inhabitants were at £rst much 
alarmed at the appearance of so large a party of Ku- 
jopeaiisj but on the reception of a few trifling pre- 
sents, their terrors were dispersed, and they con- 
ientedly associated with the strangers for several suc- 
cessive day5. ■ . . 

1 he horde, or ci^l, contained about five-and-twenty 
huts, constructed of small grass mats, fastened upon 
two semicircular sticks, open before and closed behind. 
They were about a yard tugh, and four feet wide, with 
*a hollow place in the middle of the ground, that re- 
sembled the nest of aa ostitch. In this hollow a little 
grass was pltced, to serve the purpose of a bed, where 
tlie inmates evidently lay coiled round, in manner of 
'sorae quadrupeds. AU the men were entirely naked, 
and xeadered still > more disgusting by a porcupine's 
Quill, • or a piece of >a ood, tliat was universally passed 
through the cartilage of the nose. The teoiales wore a 
soijall bdlt, of sprii^bok's skin, cut into Ions ^inges, 
while tlieir heads were fancifully adorned wito leather 
caps in the form o^ helcnets, bits of copper^ ^ells^ 
and beads. 

Jn their persons, they are extremely dimiaHtiye, 
Mc^rcefy evevexc^eedicigfour feet nine inches in heig-ht i 
the tallest woman seen in the craal -measured four fb^t 
four inches^ apd anodier;^ who was merely three feet 
jOine inches high> was- th^ mother of several children. 
From their complexion, hair, and turn of countenance, 
,cur aifttlkor i$ kidined to pronounce them of the tiftm& 
xirigio with |h^ . tJot(ta(gil^ i |haMgb>. in peipiOQal ap-> 
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penrance, the diflfereiice H 'exo^ddinglf 'gr««:" llnf 
Bosjesmans are peculiarly distinguished by the de(|r^'- 
fiion of their noses, the hefightof their cheet'ttolles, 
the prominence ©f their chins^ and the foriBatifoftt)? 
their eyes, the rounded lids' of -which arc Nearly, si i|li*«' 
lar to those ofMie Chinese. Their- bclhes are likr-* 
wise exceedingly protuberant, stnd their backs hollow, 
though their limbs are c6himonly well-tUrnefii and' 
their agility is such, that th'ey will leap the pre^ptees- 
of the mountains like the klip-springing antelopes s/hd 
outstrip the fleetest horse, on roiJgh ground, with the-' 
greatest facility. * ' 

. The disposition of the Bosjesmans is widety diflfef* 
ent from that of the Hottentots who reside iti the coiJ 
lo'ny. Cheerful, active, arid yivaciolis, they ea*n 9 
precarious subsistence with much danger and fatigue, 
and usually satisfy the cravings of an empty st^nl'ach 
with the larvae of locusts, or a few graminebus root8>' 
that are pungent, and ungrateful to the palate } ye^s 
when the surrouiidfing formers have retired to their ha- 
bitations, and the moon breaks forth in unsullied bright* 
ness upon the landscape, they apparently forgdf their 
perils and iheir wants, and usually devote the hours id 
dancing, till the orient clouds are burnished wfth the 
beams of the rising sun. Ttiey are likewise extremely 
joyful at the approach of the first thunder storni after 
the winter, which they consider as a token of the^sum- 
nier*s commencement, and express tlieir delight by 
rending their skin coverings, throwing them in the air^ 
and dancing for several successive nights. 

When their various plans of entrapping game are 
rendered jibortive, and the chase proves unhuccessful, 
ti^ey proceed to the colony in quest of plunder, though 
the undertaking is toilsoriie and extremely hazardous. 
If they are unexpectedly surrounded by the farmers, 
they will throw themselves in the midst of their ene- 
mies, that, by creating a general confusion, their coun^ 
trymeu may take an advantageous aim from the adjsi^ 
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farmed *af tl* -Toot .'of a mountain, tljat^dttns one of 
the highest points in Soatherti^Africa : iti^dwided oa 
every side from the neighbouring liiilsby a large levd 
mea^oWj from whtince the', waters flo\v in every direc- 
tion } and its summit is so remarkably pointed, as to 
induce a British traveller togtve it the appellation of 
the* Compass Mountain. 

The general surliice of the country-, on the narthera 
side, is fifteen htirtdred feet above the surfece of the 
Sunday River, and the 6iev;ition of the peak above jlhis 
surface is nearly bquivaleat to the measurement of the 
fbrtner. 

•The Btrfeamletsj that glided ^T^irough the adjacent 
meadbws^ wer^* abundantly covered with reeds, and 
frequented by flooks of sttiail birds, among which are 
remackabie, the loitia ovix, or gtenadier, and the loxia 
Cafira, or long-tailed finch ; the former of these is d 
a grayish-brd^n colddr, e'^c^pt in the sum iner months, 
when ttie fecitliers of the male assume a beautiful crim- 
son hue/ upon the neck, breast, and back, sind on the 
throat and belly are of a glossy black. The long^tailed 
iinch is Subject to greater and more curious changes 
than the former ; the feathers of the tail, which are 
fifteen inches long, though the body is scarcely fi««, 
are placed in Similar positions to those of the domestic 
cock 5' but this only continues to the commencement of 
wintePi when it is browti, short, and horizontal, like 
that of tlie female. The construction of their nests ts 
<2xceedingly curious, thirty or forty of which were fre- 
quently seen by our author in one clump of reeds. 

The mountains that form what is usually denomi- 
nated the Sneuwberg, are composed of sand-stone, 
which is found lying in horizontal strata ; their bases 
rested on blue schistus, like the great ranges in tb« 
vicinity of the Cape j but their summits are generally 
destitute of that quartz for which the other -eminenoes 
ar6 remarkable. 

The soil in the division of Sneuwberg comprehetids 
^n extensive tract of country : it is of a clayey nature, 
and fre^^uently clodded together in ijidurated masses 
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that coDtaiu a consideiable p(>riion of ^ark' faJiated 
mica. The plants that weiX3 spriukled Over the «itr» 
face, were a small diosma]; two specied of the \f\si 
with tall spikes of blue or yellow flowers > atid a beau- 
tiful mesembryanthemtim with smnli scarlet flowers; 
The lower parts of the plams were ' likewise embroi- 
dered with a proflision of syngenesious plants, that wene 
in foil bloom at the period of our author's visit. 

Shrubbery is so extremely scarce in this division> 
tiiat many of the inhabitants affirmed, they had never 
seen a tree ; and our author remarks, tkat he travelled 
^ for miles togeiber, over the elevated plains, without 
meeting with a single •stick. •* At length/* says fie, 
'' we passed one kloof, in which a dozen mimosas stood 
between the hills, and these were completely covered 
with a variety of nests, that the small birds of dif- 
ferent species had built as thickly as those of crows in 
a rookery." 

Though nature seeths unfriendly to the pix>ducti6fi 
of trees and shrubs in the Sncuwberg, gtain is easily 
raised, and generally yields a rich reward to the la^ 
bourer, unless, as is sometimes ih6 case^ it is injured 
by the heavy. shc^XMjrs which fall at tlie time of harvest, 
or is devoured by the locusts, that oCcaJiiotially inf<etst 
the country in prodigious multitudes. The ^rniers> 
however, suffer materially from the predatory- excur- 
sions of the Bosjesmans, of whose app^om:h tbena* 
tivei (A Sneuwberg are oontinually apprehensive^ 
and to whpse arms the numerous dependants of th^ 
tarnaer are too frequently opposed in vain ) yet, notwith* 
standing, the division has its charms. It is tii&'beist 
Runery for sheep in the whole colony, as they kpt here 
jnuch larger and finer than vi any of the ^torroundl^ 
districts ; the taUs usually weigh from twelve to fifteen 
pouikls> and sometimes considerably more. Each far- 
ifcier ba».cdimnotily three or four thous&fkl sheep^-be^ 
infe^ horses, draught oxen, and tows t^at |H^tiee tfi 
ebdtidancc if butter which is o^coikited siipeiaior to 
any other in the country. 
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The inbAitants are a brave and hardy race, yet 
peaceable, orderly, and obliging in their dispositions. 
The constant danger to which their persons and po- 
perty are exposed, undoubtedly increases their aatuial 
vigilance and activiry. Nor arc the men alone enti- 
tled to the character of bravery and animation, since 
such instances have been shown of female fortitnde, 
as have certainly rivalled the strongest exertions of their 
auile companions ; as a proof of this assertion, our 
author was credibly inf<»rn|ed« that the invaders were 
frequently eepolsed by the vigUance of the females, and 
a woman of hia own party had formerly, in her hus- 
band*s absence, pursued a party of fiosjesraans, who 
had carried off a flock of sheep, and with a single 
musket and one Hottentot attendant, she put the 
plunderers to flight, and returned home with the res- 
cued animals in triumph. 

Quitting the Sneuwberg, our author proceeded 
about twenty miles to the northward, across a level 
country, that was well supplied with water and clothed 
with pasturage, but toullydestitute of shrubbeiy ^ a 
variety of wild animals were observed in the course of 
the day, as gnooa, quachas, and hartebeesU^ and to- 
wards evening the travellers encamped at (Gordon's 
:PoBteyn, in the vicinity of the last Christian habitatbn 
that ucas found in this quarter of the colony. 
. As it was judged imprudent to proceed any further 
without an armed force, sixteen . farmers and eight 
Hottentots were persuaded to accompany the travellers, 
who, with this addition, now amounted to near fifty 
persons. 

Thefollowing night was passed near the comoieBce' 
ment of the Sea Cow River, which is formed from 
tlie collected branches that run to the northward, from 
yacious parts of Sneuwberg, and the Roodebeig, or 
Bed Mountain. This river formerly abounded with 
the anizsals from which it first received its name j but 
^awij^g to the proximity of the colonyj and the conve- 
7 .. ... 
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ulence of hunting them in the pools that abound in the 
channel^ they are nearly extirpated. 

Continuing their journey over plains, that were 
abundantly supplied with game, a prodigious large 
wolf, two quachas, and a couple of venomous snakes, 
were killed by the travellers, who now proceeded to 
Edel Heer's Baaken, on that part of the river where 
Governor Van Plettenberg erected a stone, to serve as 
a line of demarcation between the colony and the coun*- 
try of the Bosjesmans. 

Here t}iey found about a dozen large bashes, loaded 
with nests of a surprising size, and inhabited by a 
numerous flock of small birds, that were immediatelr 
recognised by the farmers as the locust-eaters, which 
had not been so near the colony during thirteen years, 
in which time the locusts had so dreadfully infested the 
Soeuwberg. 

This bird is apparently of the thru«h species; it is mt- 
gratory, and only to be seen in such places as are fre- 
quented by the locusts ; its head, breast and back are of 
-a pale cinereous colour, the belly white, the wings 
and ta*l black, and the throat marked wifli two naked, 
black channels. 

The nests, which at a distance appeared to be of 
so great aiuagmtude, were found to consist of several 
litt^ .cells, each of tlTem forming a separate nest, with 
a tube that led to it from the side. 

*' It is,'* says our author, " impossible to form an 
adequate idea of the innumerable multitudes of the 
larvae, or incomj^ete insect of the locusts, that at this 
time infested an area of sixteen hundred square miles 
in Africa, where the whole ^rface was literally co- 
vered with them. The water of the river was actu- 
ally blackened by the swarms which had perished in 
attempting to reach the reeds that grew in its channel, 
•and every fruitful spot was entirely stripped of its 
verdure. 

When on a march; which is usually with the wind, 
it 18 utterly impossible to turn the direction of a troop "} 
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iiqr can tliej be attacked wifh much success till sun-seL 
wiien they divide into smap companies, and surround 
the small shrubs, tufts of gr^ss^ or aDt-hills, to which 
the farmer instantly drives two or three thousand sheep^ 
that by their restlessness the insects may be ha|)pily 
trodden to .pieces. 

After a considerable time had been devoted to the 
chase on the borders of the Sea Cow River, the travel- 
lers proceeded to a craal, that was situated in the mouth 
of a defile, where the inhabitants were at first much 
alarmed at the appearance of so large a party of Eu- 
Topeaii[g5 but on the reception of a few trifling pre- 
♦sents> their terrors were dispersed, and they con- 
tentedly associated with tlie strangers for several suc- 
cessive? days. 

The horde, or c^l, contained about five-and-twenty 
hnts, constructed of small grass mats, fastened upon 
two semicircular slicks, open before and closed behind. 
They were about a yard lugh, and four feet wide, with 
*a h<t}41aw place in the middle of the ground> that re- 
sembled the nest of aa ostrich. In this hollow a little 
grass was pltced, to serve tjie purpose of a bed, where 
the inmates evidently lay coiled round, in manner of 
'gome quadrupeds. AU the men were entirely naked, 
aiKl xeadered still < more disgusting by a porcupine's 
quill,- or apiece of >*ood, tliat was universally passed 
through the cartilage of the nose. The females wore a 
soijall beit, of springbok's skin, cut into long binges, 
while tliek beads were fancifully adorned wiUk leather 
caps in the -form o^ bela^ts> bits of copper^ ;shells, 
and beads. 

Jfi. tlteir persons ^ they are extremely dimiaHtive, 
scarceljr ever exceeding four feet nine inches in heigiit ; 
the tallest woman seen in the craal ^measured four ie^t 
four inches, and another^ wlio was merely three feet 
lOine inches htgh> was- th^ mother of several children. 
From their complexion, hair, and turn of coiinteiiance, 
,cur aiitlkor is kudined to pronounce theai of the tftme 
.ctrigk) wt(h|b^Jji>t(tn(pi^^ |l^Mgh».i» pei^j^Qi^al ap« 
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fearance, the diflferehce W-'exo^^ingl^'gw^:-^ -Urt^ 
Bosjesmans are peculiarly distinguished by the d©gr^8?^' 
fiion of their noses, the hefight of their ch feet* ttoftes, 
the prominence ©f their chlns^ and the fctfpsdtkrt.^i? 
their eyes, the rounded lids'of "which are Nearly siqit*^* 
lar to those ofMie Chinese. Their- beiiies are liter- 
wise exceedingly protuberant, afnd their baoka hollow, 
though their limbs are c6himonly well-turnefij and* 
their agility is such, that they will leap the pi-e^lC€i«- 
of the mountains like the klip-springing anteloj^es /nd 
outstrip the fleetest horse, on rotrfgh ground, with thO-" 
greatest facility. ' 

. The disposition of the Bosjesmans is widely diflfefi*- 
ent from that of the Hottentots who reside in the doi^ 
lo'ny. Cheerful, active, arid yivaciolis, they eain 9 
precarious subsistence witli knuch danger and fttigue, 
and usually satisfy the craviAgs of an empty st^n^jsrch 
with the larvae of locusts, or a few grarainebus roots^* 
that are pungent, and ungrateful to the palate^ yet^ 
when the surrounding fiarmers have retired to theiF ha- 
bitations, and the moon breaks forth in unsullied hright* 
ness upon the landscape, they apparently forgdf their 
perils and iheir wants, and usually devote the hdurs id 
dancing, till the orient clouds are burnished wfth the 
beams of the rising sun. Ttiey are likewise extremely 
joyful at the approach of the first thunder storni after 
the winter, which they consider as a token of the^siim- 
mer's commencement, and express their delight by 
rending their skin coverings, throwing them in the air^ 
and dancing for several successive nights. 

When their various plans bf entrapping game are 
rendered abortive, and the chase proves unsuccessful, 
they proceed to the colony in quest of plunder, tliough 
the undertaking is toilsome and extremely hazardous. 
If they are unexpectedly surrounded by the farmers, 
(hey will throw themselves in the midst of their ene- 
mies, that^ by creating a general confusion, their couni 
try men may take an advantageous aim ftom the ( 
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ccntcoocealmetits, wbUe their wives and children may 
escape unpercetved. 

If they are pursvedj when retreating with a hooty» 
they always divide into two parties, one of which is 
employed in driving off the cattle, and the other in 
engaging iheir pursuers : if, however^ the coloi^ists 
are likely to prove victorious, they instantly revenge 
their misfortune^ by stabbing or maiming the whole 
herd n^ith poisoned weapons. 

Miserable as the life of a Bosjesroan must appear 
to our riders, it is probably no worse than that of 
savage tribes in. general. Universal equality prevails 
within his horde. Hunger or satiety is alike expe- 
rienced by all, and they are all equally .destitute of 
Qianagement or oBconoray with respect to provisions. 
If their different exertions prove unsuccessful, the horde 
must contentedly suffer the pangs of a temporary fa- 
i^ine i but if a herd of cattle is brought in from the 
colony, the craal is soon covered with a mass of putre- 
faction, and the circuniambi^nl air is tainted with the 
noxious effluvia. 

Th^ir constitutions ^re much stronger than those of 
the Hottentots, and their lives are usually of longer 
dusatipn. In every kind of sickness, they cut off tl^e 
extremities of the fingers, |)eginning with the little fin* 
>geron the left hand, as the li^st important. This ridi-r 
culous operation is performed upon the supposition 
that the effusion of blood will carry trff the disease. 

Their Aineral customs are similar to those of the 
Hottentots, and the graves of their deceased friends 
axe generally covered with large piles of stones, that 
must. have required a considerable degree of labour 
in the collection, as not a single stone is to be found, 
naturally, upon the grassy plains thst surround their 
craals. 

On the evening of the 30th our travellers proceeded 
to an opening in a cluster of hills, that was denomi* 
f^ted the £xst pQprt, ^ind on the following day they 



reached the second poort^ or pass, through which the 
tea Cow River also bent its course. 

This kloof was in general so very Barrow, and tli^ 
river so remarkably serpeDtiaed, that they really der 
spaired of making a^iy progress, till accidentally falU 
ing into a large track, that was beaten by the hippopo« 
tami, or sea cows, they continued their journey fbf 
about fifteen miles, through reeds and shrubbery, to • 
the end of the kloof, and the termination of the Se^* 
Cow River, whose rapid stream of muddy water rolled 
over a rocky bed towards th© north, and to which, ii^ 
point of siie, the collected waters of the colony wqu14' 
not be equal. 

Quitting this riyer on the 5th of Peoember, Mr. 
Barrow travelled across a level countr}^ of a strong 
playey soil, and well covered with fine grass, to th^ 
highest ridge of mountains that run across the southern 
angle of Africa 5 from whence a variety of streaaalfits 
were observed to flow in opposite directions. 

On the morning of the 7lh, the travellers resolved 
to traverse this eminence, known by the name of the 
Zuure Berg, or Sour Mountain, in que$t of the draw- 
ing of an unicorn, which some of the party affirmed 
had been recently discovered in ©ne of the kloofs j but 
nothing was found that bore the least resemblance to a 
quadruped with a single horn, though paintings were 
discovered in several places of a variety of aninnals. 
The fatigue of the excursion was, however, amply 
repaid by a rnultitude of other interesting subjects that 
constantly occurred to the eye, and demanded admir 
ration j among which were most remarkable, a sin- 
gular and beautiful plant, denominated the disaj 
the beauteous tints of the xeranthemum fnlgidom | 
and the still more briiliant flowers of the speci^sis^ 
§imunri. 

After shooting a zebra and a Bosch varke, or Afri- 
can wild hog, our autlior with his coropapions ar-? 
rived at a farm-house in the division ^f the Sea Co\w 
J^iver, and the Rhinoceros Berg, whei* sevci^l fam^ 
2h3 
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lies, like thoie of bneuwbeig, have constantly afforded 
each other a mutual assistance, aod have thereby with** 
stood the attacks of the Bosjeamans. 

At this place, which abounded in flocks and herds, 
though dreadfully infested by the locusts, the auxilia- 
ries were discharged, and a fresh party selected from 
the farmers oi Agter Sneuwberg, who flight guide 
our traveller along the eastern skirts of the colony, and 
tlirough the deserted division of the Tarka, which hQ 
now designed to visit. 

They accordingly departed in 9 so^th-easterly direc- 
tion, to a chain of four salt-water lakes, lying oqe 
immediately after the other. The bottoms were co» 
vered with a^ pellicle of salt, that in the thickest part 
did not exceed an inch ; beneath this was a thin coat- 
ing of red sand, below the sand was a stratum of soft 
blue clay, and under this a coarse yellowish play con«> 
taining small saline crystals. Sevend springs were ob- 
served on the borders of the third salt-pan, whose 
waters were ungrateful to the palate, and nearly filled 
with reeds and rushes. The others were totally naked, 
and the circumjacent cpunt^iy was likewise destitute of 

vegetatioiv 

After passing a restless night in the vicisiity of the 
salt'-pans, that frequently resounded with the terrific 
roaring of lions, Mr. Barraw continued his route to- 
ward the east, and on the lOth arrived ^t the division 
of the T^rka, under the point of a stupendous moun- 
tain, called the Bambos £erg, which is completely 
inaccessible to either waggons or horses. 

As it was impossible to surmount the obstacles which 
nature had^ thrown between our travellers apd the 
country that lies behind the Bambos Berg ; and as they 
were credibly informed that a horde of Bosjesmans^ 
consisting of five hundred people,^ were posted on a 
point of the mountain, they prudently relinquished ' 
their original design, and pursUed their journey in a. 
southerly direction, immediately through the Tarka. 

This division, which receives its name from a river 
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that flo.rs directly through it, in its progress from the 
BambosBerg to the Fish River, isa well covered country »« 
and was formerly considered as the best nursery for sheep 
and cattle among all the divisions of Graaff Reynet. 
Vines, peach-trees, almonds, pears, and apples, were, 
found at the deserted farms, in a most flourishing con- 
dition, though un Wintered and totally unattended. - 

From hence they proceeded,on the I2th, to the Fish- 
River, which receives its name from an abundance of 
the finny tribe that are constantly found in it, and are 
apparently a species of cyprinus, or carp. Two hepa- 
tic wells Vere here observed on the right bank of the 
river, that emitted a strong smell, like the rinsings of 
a foul gun barrel. The first of these, which was about 
a yard in depth, composed of a hard crust of cemented 
rock, and similar in its shape to a pot, threw up the 
water by sudden starts, but the other boiled up uni- 
formly. The soil of the adjacent country was a firm 
blueish clay, like the banks of the river, and the wells 
were surrouiided by circular elastic bogs, that gave out 
a cold tasteless water, and rose to the height uf four or 
five feet above the common surface. 

After our travellers had satisfied tlieir cariosity at 
this place, and discovered a considerable quantity of 
native nitre in the kloof of a detached mountain, 
which stood about twelve miles to the westward, they 
made another excursion into the Tarka mountains, near 
the place where they unite with the great range that 
mns along the upper part of Cafiraria. 

As one of the parr)r now undertook to guide them 
to a place where the representation of an unicorn might 
be found among the drawings of the Bosjesmans, they 
took horse at an early hour, and passed through seve- 
ral defiles, along the beds of temporary streamlets, till 
they arrived at an extensive and curious cavern, that had 
been gradually formed by a stalactitical matter, which 
had been deposited by an adjacent water-fall, and now 
presented as fine a piec6 of romantic scenery as the 
raost fertile imagination could possibly design. 
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Under a long projecting ridge of sand- stone, seve» 
Tal sketches of various animals were observed^ with 
Hiany ludicrous caricatures of the colonists, who were 
here reprefented in the most ridiculous attitudes^ and 
characterized by their common hpbits 3 but the granij 
object of research was still wanting. 

Several excavations in the kloofs of the mountain^ 
were now examined, and at length a deep cave was 
discovered, whose front was shaded with a thick 
shrubbery, and its sides complete)}^ covered with draw- 
ings. Among a variety of figures' that were tolerably 
well executed, one was noticed by our author, that 
was evidently intended for the representation of an 
anlnial, with a single horn projecting from its fore- 
head ; the only parts, however, which appeared di- 
stinctly, were the head and neok, as the body had beei] 
erased, to give place to the figure of an elephant that 
stood before it. 

*' Nothing/' says' Mr. Barrow, " could have been 
more mortifying than such ap accident 5 but the pea- 
santry seemed to enjoy my chagrin, till, on being tol4 
that five thousand rix dollars would be given to any 
one who could procure an original, their laughter was 
changed into the wild gaze of astonishment, and they 
were ready to enlist for an expedition behind the Bara- 
bos Berg, where they positively affirmed the animal 
might be found'* 

The weather had been extremely sultry for •se\'eral 
days 3 and as our travellers were descending the moun- 
tain, a thick and Jieavy blackness overspread the skies^ 
and just as the waggons reached a shelter in the valley, 
the storm commenced with the most surprising fuiy. 
The wind was so powerful that it bore down all before 
it, and the successive peals of thunder which roared 
among the^ -mountains, were so tremendous, that they 
actually alarmed the travellers, and seemed to shake 
the foundations of the earth 3 "while hail-stones and rala 
descended in one continued shower, and the horizon 
literally blazed with streams of fire. 
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Next morning our autlior passed a grove of tall mU 
mosas, that were torn up by the storm, and continuing: 
his route across a rough mountainous countxy, halted , 
on the 30tb in the vicinity of the fiavian*s« or Baboon's * 
River, which flows from a chain of hills in Caifraria, 
to the Great Fish River, wliere tiie streams are united* 
The surface of the country was elegantly clothed with, 
spreading mimosas, and embellished with numberless 
golden clusters, that hung in rich luxuriance among 
the lively foliage, and afforded employment to myriads 
of bees^, whose honey was found suspended in large 
quantities' from all the adjacent rocks. 

From hence he made a second excursion into Caffra- 
ria, and ascended the Kaka, or continuation of the 
first mountainous chain in the Sneuwberg, which was 
agreeably diversified with hills and dales, patches of 
grass* and clumps of forest trees ; while the eastern 
prospect was sizknowledged the most grand and pictu- 
i:esqae tb^ tb^ African traveller bad jet di2»covered. 
From the summit of the Kaka was aUo visible the land 
of Cafiraria southwards tp the brink of the ooean» and 
south-eastwards to the residence of the king ; while 
the desolate plains, that formerly yielded their pastur- 
age to the Hocks and herds of ihe Ghonaquas, were , 
stretched out with the Kat and the Kaapna Rivers, at 
the Ifeet of the spectators. 

From the Bavian*s River our author proceeded. 
through Bruyntjes H(Kigte and Camdeboo to tbe village - 
of Gr^af Reynet, where he arrived at the expiration , 
oi' five d^ys, in the warmest weather that he had yet 
felt in the whole country. While exposed to the wind 
in thii shade, the thermometer rose to 108 deg. and 

♦ The npsts of the«e Insects are earily discovered by the 
Hottentots, who implicitly rely on the direction of a little brown 
liird, denominated the Indicator, or honey bird, that, on tiie 
discovery of a nest, ilies in quest of some person, to whom ic . 
iQakcs known the f^pit ^ i^ research by whisfling a^d flying 
towards ;he pUic^ 
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witbio ddort it was pleasant at 82, The hot* winds 
frequently happen upon the Karroo plains, and are 
often attended with dreadful tornadoes that overturn 
the waggons, threw, down the astonished travellers 
with their horses, hurl tht5 small pebbles into the air 
with the violence of a sky rocket, and raise the sand, 
in terrific columns, to the height of several hundred 
feet. 

Such tempestuous weather is usually succeeded by 
rain and thunder, which purifies the air, and brings 
down the temperature to its general standard of 80 or 
84 deg. in the middle of the day, while the peasants are 
refreshed by the cooling breezes that usher in the morn- 
ing and lend their fragrance to the welcome-evening. 

A long continuance of dry weather had for some 
time delayed the progress of our travellers, as the pas- 
sage of the Karroo, or Great Desert, was rendered 
impracticable by the scarcity of water and the parched 
condition of the 'herbage. A heavy and continued 
rain, however, fell for three days upon the western 
part of the country^ and Mr. Barrow v^rith his com- 
panions departed ' from Graaff Reynet, upon the sup- 
position that a Sufficiency of water might now be pro- 
cured for the journey." * 

They accordingly proceeded to the Sunday and the 
Camdeboo rivers, which they found so much swelled 
with the rains as to be scarcely fordable : a small river 
was likewise running with a rapid stream at the port 
of Camdeboo, which opens toward the desert; and 
the sanguine 'expectations of Our tourist with respect 
to water were now completely established- A pro- 
gress of a few miles however entirely dianged the scene, 
and the face of the country soon beg^in to wear one 
continued aspect ot barn nness aiid aridity. A fe>v ^- 
line plapts, "that were lightly sprinjcled over a white, 
clayey soil, were so totally bbrivelled, as to break be- 
neath the feet like rotten sticks,, and the beams of the 
fiun, playing upon the naked sands, were at once di- 
stressing and injurious to the eye. 
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A faint hope was still diertshed that the Hottentot'^ 
Riven oi'^ould contain some water 5 but to tlie great 
TOorlificatioa of the party, who had patiently borne m 
ftitiguing day'-s journey, in expectation of* a- timely 
fiupply, they found the river completely dried up, 
and its bed broken and divided, by tiie intenae heat of 
the sun. 

' As serious apprehensions were now entertained con*« 
cerning the cuttle, a consultation was "held to deliberate 
upon the most prudcntmethod of procedure in such an 
exigency 5 when it was resolved to let the oxen rest for 
9 few hours', and then proceed with the relays. 

This plan was accordingly adapted, and about mid^ 
night the journey was contint^ towards the nearest 
part of the Karnka; but the ensuing morning discovered 
•an equal degree of aridity on *his wished-for spot, which 
might in all probability have relieved, ia some degree, 
the distress of the thirsty .travellers. 

Whejj the rising sun began to dart his 'scorching ray4 
over the extended, cheerless waste, the ears of th^ 
travellers were wounded by the piteous cries of the 
children, the hollow lowing of the oxen, aod the per* 
petual bleating of the sheep, that alike experienced 
the distressing want of water and the j!«ngs of extreme 
weariness. Not a single quadmped. appeared on the 
suri'omiding; plains, nor bird nor insect passed- in view^ 
b'jt all was silent, desolate, and sad. 

With such a wretched prospect, and in such a situ- 
ation, a total suspension of .the vivifying princifde 
seeoied to prevail, and the sickening mind recoiled 
from that tremendoius death* which now began to 
threaten the unfortunate adveilturers. A single hope, 
however, still reooained, and- -that was fixed, upon De 
Beer Valley> which might probably yield a supply <jf 
water, ^ it -formed a kind of reservoir to a varietv of 
periodical streataas, that descended from the distant 
AX)ai>taint of SneuWberg, Ni0awveldt> aiid Wjntev* 
berg. 

.The appearaocc of tlos pljee from a dcstaiK» \#a9 
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extreKiel)r beautifa), and the Hotteutots and cattle 
scanipeitid towards it in full career the moment it 
caught their eye j but when, on their arrival, they found 
•no more than one little puddle of muddy water, their 
disappointment was indeed severe, And their looks were 
su£EK:iently distressing to have melted the most obdurate 
heart. A small quantity of the water was with diffi- 
CQ^iy bailed out for the horses, and the oxen consumed 
the reeds of the valley with astonishing avidity, to 
which our author attributes that strength which they 
iigain exerted in the prosecution of the journey. . 

Towards evening they proceeded slowly through k 
pass of the mountains which proved to be tolerably 
Jevel, and about. midnight arrived at a place where a 
little muddy and fetid water was discovered in a kind 
of swamp, and eagerly swallowed by the Hottentots 
and cattle, while a bottle of chalybeate and another of 
hepatic water, that had been kept for experiment, af*- 
forded an acceptable refreshment to ^r author and bis 
^nipanioDS. 

Continuing their route fcM* about five hours, they 
rame to a clear, limpid stream, denominated the Keur 
Fonteyn, or Choice Spring, wliose waters were indeed 
delightful; and it was with the greatest difficulty 
that the Hottentots and cattle were restrained firom 
drinking of it to excess, after a severe abstinence of 
four days. 

The next encampment was firmed in the vicinity of 
the Olifant's River, where a bog was discovered that 
contained- several hot springs of chalybeate water, 
.which are much frequented by the neighbouring pea- 
sants, who are afflicted with sprains^, bruises, or rheu- 
matic complaints. The soffac^of the bog was covered 
^with irregular pFeces of ponderous iron*stone> which 
'.appeared to have been in a state of fusion. The cban- 
:oels through which the water ran, abounded with an 
-orange-coloured ^edioient -, and^the wells were com* 
pletely covered with a fine steel-blue scum.^ The sides 
^of the^tDeamletswexe embelMshed by aiuxuriant shrub- 



bery, iimong whidra zone-leafed gersinidm iws ob- 
terved, climbing to the height of fifteen feet ; and tha 
surrounding vegetation was th6re tlian usually fertile 
and e&uberant. ' '^ 

The stream of tiie OHfant*« River tras completelf^ 
dried np by.th« long drotight, and the face ot jh6 
country wa^ nearly as barren jis the Karroo, on the op-» 
po^e side of the bii^k Mountains, except on the banker 
of the ri^irer, where the mimosas still retained their 
.verdure, and presented their golden blossoms to the sun* 
^From hence our travellers inmed off to the souths 
ward, and desceinled fi*om arange of hills to Lainge 
K.loof» or tlie Long Pass^ which is a nurrow tract, 
beinmed in between a stsccessire ch^n 6f mountain^ 
to tlie south, jittd a range of green hills on the jiorth; 
stretching wiltmut interruptiotn to the length of on^ 
bufidred and fifty mites ; the northern hilte terminate 
in the vicinity of Zwartfcop*s- River, and the moun-*. 
ta^fMns chain on tlffe op]x>s*ite side tuns in^o the sea 
near Camtoo*s Bay, and extends wtestWahJ t<> the loftjr 
mountains of Het River. ^ 

The kloof itself consists of a rtch sotl, finely em- 
bellished with vineyards, fruit€»ries, a'nd gardens, di- 
versified witli patches of eitcellent jiSs'tarage, and 
plentifully supplied with water ; but the only passagfe 
for waggons is considered as the most difficult road iii 
the coiouy, and is therefore seldom made use of. 

In the accent of this road, which was extrerhfeiy 
riafrow, steep, and rocky, if was rendered necessary 
lo lift the waggons by main strength upon the succes- 
sive steps of the rock, which in many places were fo\ir 
feet above ettch other ; and when our travellers had 
pihed the summit, which was in fact one of the points 
iti the chain dehomtiKlted the Do}^irs Kop, or th* 
i>eviVs MouB'ain, an astonishing proof of the ihsta«» 
hiWtf of the climate octtmed ; for, whereas the wea- 
tftier h^d been remrfTkal^y ple^saiilt doting the ^scettt, 
IheKeavdti© ^fcrfe now overspread with darkne^s,.tll^. 
\(dnd blew ire^^ ii^4 ih ittin^ense bod/ q£ black v^poi^ 
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was -seen to rise from the sera, which upproacbed/ in 
rtill in g volumes, till it compJeteiy enveloped tlie head 
of the mountaiD ; (he temperature of the air was also 
so muclj decreased, that the thermometer immediaiely 
sunk 35 degrees; yei, before the v^aggons had passed 
the highest peak^ the mist was totally dispersed, and 
the curiosity of the travellers was then gratified with a 
vit-w of the plains near the coast, thai were apparently 
' deli^ed with rain, while the northern side of the 
pioun tains enjoyed the beams of the sun, without thtf 
Interposition of a single cloud. 

Tl)e descent of the mouutaia proved much noon! 
gradual than the opposite side, aiid the scenery was now 
/hanged from a small grassy surface to ^n extensive 
sbrubLery, richly adorned with heaths^and proteas, en* 
Jivened by the gay blossoms of the niorea, the iris; and 
gliidiulus, and finely perfumed by the revitving odours 
pf the Cape sophora and the ardujt^a. Z 

At the feet of the mcMmtai nous chain was observed a 
spacious wood, that extended, with little interruption, 
for near two hundred miles, aini contained a surprising 
.variety of forest trees, many of which were of an un- 
common height and 'large dimensions. The counlrf 
is likewise beautituUy wooded, about fifty miles to the 
eastward of the mountain, and finely diversi^d with 
streamlets, lakes, and rivers; while the surrounding 
hills are clumped with trees, aixi the romantic scenery 
•termmates iu a vai^t'and impenetrable forest. 

The farm-houses weie also superior in this part of 
the country to those whidi aie usually found at so great 
a distance trom. Cafie Town ; the buildings were in 
general whitewashed, as the proprietors hail collected 
.aqu^tity of shells from the adjacent coast, which they 
iiad reducett tohme; and a small inclosure was at- 
tached loeach habitation, that was apparently designed 
for the family bur) ing-grunnd j these mansions of the 
(iead were commonly shaded^ by a grove of trees, and 
seemed to t)3ve engaged the attention of the peaiants 
much more J ^^ the abodes of the jiving. 
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" Plettenberg's tiay is situated in 34,deg. 6 min. souih 
latitude, and 23 de^. 48 min. east latitude, distant 
from Cape Point three hundred and twenty miles; Like 
Zwartkop s Bay, it is entirely exposed to the south- 
east winds; and the eastern shore rounds off into tha, 
general 4irectioiiof the coast, which from the landing- 
place resembles a lofty contf-shaj)e'd mountain, called' 
by Dutcli fnariners ** The Grenadier's Cap. * ' j 
. Close to the landing-place were'bbserved a mign- 
«ine 'for the reception of timber, a handsome dwell- 
ing-house,, and a strong commodious building for the^ 
accommodation of soldiers. Not far from hence a 
(mall rivulet murmured along, who>e banks were 
elothed vith the elegant Sl?elitzia alba 5 and the adja* 
cent forests yielded a fich abundance of the creeper, 
6n narke vine of Africa. 

Pursuing a w:esterly course from Plettenberg*s Bay, 
CQf author crossed several deep and dangerous rivers, 
and proceeded to a place denominated the Grootvader's 
Boscli^ frbm wh<*nce he cont nued his route through a 
beautiful .valley to the drosdy of Zweilendam, which 
he found to be composed of aboiit twenty houses,- 
sprinkled over a feitiie yale, that is supplied with an 
excellent stream of water, and adorned by the habita- 
fi€«vof the landrdst, which is, uj fact, a comfortablv? 
building, surrounded with plantations of oak and ex-- 
tensive gardens, that are abundantly stocked with a 
charming variety of fruit. 

. Tiie'district of Zweilendam is situated between the 
Black Mountains and the sea coast> and stretches to the' 
«»iiward as far as the commencement of Graaf Reynet.' 
It is computed to contain near six hundred families, 
and the population of whites is about three thousawi 5 
the number of Hottentots may be reckoned at twelve 
handried, allowing two to each family; and that of the 
slaves Is soititthing more than double. 

Hosrses are brought up for sale in considerable nam* 
^t&ti^ but sheep and cattle are r either scarce -, few auie^*^ 
2i^ 
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Ippes' are nolv found in tbe district, exclusive of tbe 
reebok, duiker, ^ad steenbok, though fbrip^rly. tha 
country abounded witli large troops of the hoiuebok 
2)ud tbe Ieucophoca> or bkie antelope: hares aud pjH'- 
tjidges are, however, extrecnely plentiful, and thft 
y oods are abundantly stored with a great vaciety of 
birds. 

Our author now entered the district of Stellena 
Bosch, crossed the 'river Zonder End, and proceeded 
to a patch of excellent ]a»d, denoniinated tbe Zocint 
Melk Valley, that has been recently converted, by or- 
4er of tbe government, into a station for cavalry, la 
the evening he. took up his lodging at ^be Bavian'a 
£.loof, wber^ a small number of Moravian naifision-ii 
aries have b^ep several years established, for the expr/es^ 
purpose of teaching the imenligh.tened Hotieotots>. the 
glorious doctrines of the Christian religion. 

After a riight of undisturbed fepo$e, Ae ^^a* 
^wakened eai;ly by the most melodious souud«» wiiick 
proceeded from a group of female Hottentots^ wha 
were neatly dressed in printed cotton gowns, and ^ 
sembled to chaant their morning hymn. 

The ministers were three in numbpr, of modest 
manners, humble deportment^ and unfeigned piety ^ 
. lively and intelligent in conversation, ,they feely ac-* 
nweved every question that was asked them, apd cheer^ 
jjully welcomed the tiavelier to their habitations, whicb 
Were equally remarkable for cleanliness and simplicity. 
. Their church was a plain neat building i their mill 
superior to any in \he colony ; and their gardea abun-t 
d^ntly stocked with an excellem variety of useful ve<* 
getables. i 

Through the unremitting exerlians of these men* 
six hundred Hottentots have been already united- in one 
society. Who have been instructed in different trades, 
and live connfortably in little hius that are sprinkled 
over the valley, from whence they hire thetDseives out 
occasionally t% tb^ neigbbonring i^eaiants^ or. emplM|} 
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themsefyes at home in such avocatlon» as arc most con- 
ig^isA to their own inclinations, and best adapted for 
the subsistence of themselves and their families. 

On Sundajrs^ tbey-regalarly attend their public devo- 
tions, when their apparel is extremely clean, and tlieir 
behaviour truly devout. At the time of our author's 
visit, about three hundred composed the congregation; 
to whom an excellent and pathetic discourse was de- 
livered by one of the faihers. The voices of the fe- 
males were in genera) harmonions, and th«r style of 
singing was extremely sweet and plaintive. 

To the southward of Bavian*s Kloof, at the point 
of a small mountain, is a warm spring, that is usually 
resorted to by invalids : the waters rre strongly im- 
pregnated widi iron, like those in the vicinity of Oli- 
fant's River ; and the ruins of a house are observed, * 
that was formerly erected by the Dutch government 
for the accommodation of such persons as were inclined 
to use the bath. • v • 

.From hence Mr. Barrow proceeded in a westerly di- 
rection, across a steep sandy hill called the Hou Hoek,* 
and descended the difficult pass of Hottentot b^olland's 
K^oofi from whence a magnificent view of the Cape 
peninsula greets the eye of the spectator, whoaher^' 
nately regiirds the sweeping shores of the two great 
bays and the intermediate isthmus with pleasure- and 
astonishment. 

From hence to Cape Town is a small distance of 
thhrty-six intles, which our traveller easily accomplished ' 
in one day ; and^ after a perilous tour of seven months^ 
returned to his residence on the 1 8th of January, with 
that information which' could only be obtained by a * 
voluntary exposure of his health and person to many 
great and serious difficulties. 

TKree months, however, had scarcely elapsed, wbea 
our adventurous author resolved to commence a joorney 
to the northern parts of the colony, along the western > 
coast ; and accordingly departed trem Ca)}e i own, on 
the lOtb of April, with a covered Waggon, twelve 
2i3 



&ioui ox«n> anda 6ad41e*borae^ aHendecl by ore'^tfre, 
a:Mvaggoner^ aje^deo and an additiooal HotteutQtl« 
attend il^ relays. • ' 

After two days journey of. abou^ tliirfj-^fDnr itliles, 
tb'ey arrived at Greone KJoof, a division of the Cap» 
district, that Consists of se^Hf^ll cMiDips of snial] hiiiis 
and vales, that are ricbly clothed ^itb ])at$tiu'age and> 
"well sup}^ied with excellent water. Stcenboks, ne*- 
boks and duikers are here e;iceeding ploniif u), as an* 
likewise korbaens, grouse, liares, and partridges. Va^ 
rious species of the ainaryliis* and other bulbotiSf^ 
r<>ored pKinta w.ere in l)lo(nii at the time of Mr, Bar- 
]-uw*s visit, but the long drought had nearly deH)ioiled> 
the country of its v<»rdure, which was. naw 'onty to to. 
ibund on the margins c\f the rivulets> or ia the viomftyr 
o^ the springs. 

, Frotn the house of Slabert, ^vhich is the next stage. 
b&yond Greone Kloofi our traveller crossed the country, 
to Saldanha Bay, which he describes as the most se- 
cure aod coounodtoGS sheet, ot inland sea** water, £>r 
the reception of sliipping, that he had eves seen : itst 
length is about fifteen .miiest and its entrance marloKi 
hy three rocky islands, which, if pro\»rly.fortitied, 
vrould render the bay inacoessiUe to an enemy^s fleet. 

Two other islands were observed to the southwaiYl: 
of the entrance, between which thtrr& is a^pKaagei 
called the Laguna, or Lake, where schoouer»i ontteFS-^ 
and ^hing* vessels, niif^ht. lie as securely as ia.a(dock :. 
but the most eligible andjconvenientanchoia^ forlav^gi}' 
shipping is on the nortliern side^ ma part denominated <* 
Hootjes Bay^ whicb is. landlocked, and^ comfpletely 
sheltered from all the winds. Th9 west^iiahareofi 
thi^. bay isi skirted by a.rai^ of granite rocks^ wtoe^ 
vessels migl»t be careened aad repaiised with tbe^gr^at- 
eat facility ) theia^ is .also a charming^ landing-place^ 
near a conoderable mass of gORiitei that. miglMiibe 
easily coaverlediiito a commoduius'pier^ 

The surface of I tfaecountiybeiiveea.tlMi' Berg BUcir 
aod ^danha £ay,4hoogh ^t and s^ndy^ is^ooii^teily 



«nr«red?'^kb a cMitimiad fowgt of fibmbbe^. Its po- 
fmkicioii is> verjr tKrfliiig, on aoaanattof. tbo scarcity of 
watei^ bat Uae ground: is uocoitiBiocily fepitlov yieldniBg 
anexQ^eat retntn^of whmtaxtA bifky>,.aQd praduorng 
a varietur, of ^deo filants, as aieW»a^ pnnipkiiist, caon . 
lifloiwers^ &c:, ifitgreat eanbaranoe. 

About fifteen^ miks to tiie noitiiirard of Hooljea 
Ba^, over ar sandy; slip of land^ isthe bi^ of St. Hdenay 
wbosoappesMonce ia^noariy similar to tll»t of Table Ba^r, 
wttb tbi& di#ev6ac8y^ tbat k is> mtheri ntora Exposed la 
tto north audi iM3rtb<*trestciily gale& 

Qur trairelterrnow crossed the £ir^ River in a boat, 
aodidDated'over the waggoabf means.ofia cask to tho 
^pp0JBite>. side, v^there bi» ptogreaa^uaa greatly aetan;b(l 
bf the^exfrdmoheavfnesst^f the roada^ and the unilbraai 
aorfaoe of sa&d and bmbes^ whiob campietoly pazadod 
the driver, though an inhabitant o^ the ootmtry, and 
perplexed' the jotarney ^wiitb fraidass turniogs^ t^the 
eartb* wa» oversforead' 'with, ^rioeii^ before fhey ai« 
rii^^at any human babitatioir: at length,, however, 
alter a> long and weariisonie se^ach^ tliey arliv^:at a 
x^serable hovels rliat Was oonatroetad of rashes, in ehe 
Biiete^of a sdndtf plain, ^ereit vuas ftmnd iaapoBsiUe 
to provide the eianlowitb either ^Itei!, foed> or ^ra^ 
ter 5 Mr. Barrow therefore^ resolred to prooeed^ at the 
liasard'- of' losing hja> way at seodad ttnie, to the next 
^wHVwig^ wkkh wag said to be* fbinr miieadiiianf* - 

%h]», OR o»r amhot'aarnvai!, was found! but little 
anperiop to tlitooiiMn as. ti«e boose bone the murics of 
69Mren»^peiitiTif, and> its itihabicanta^ tmese apparetfitlyt 
larretche^; yet tbe^ possesfled'a odifideiofi oows, a^litile 
com, a/e^x^9heep/aiid some goatfr, with which, oarau- 
^t|M>r3ju$rfy'iBdiili|irbs, they^oati^ttofneoesiit^be' better dy-^ 
cumstanced than the generality of peasants ii¥ £«Mio^ew 

A fwftsh teans- of c^en^ wa»ftiirtuii0t^ypToeQi«d)at 
itii^i eastern extTen»ii;r€xf the- .sa9d^}pliii»> ^here the 
country was ^Mted^ with a^variMfo^fbrina', fteK^pro* 
dtj^offi^ grainy ftalC'S> tobaeoo^ aadf a' tolevaMe atvicnbeit 
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Aflttr ^ 8]crcr and tedious progress* fbf abbitt iinrtf^ 
whiles, beyond the northern point of a chimp of moun-^ 
tains, deimminated the Piquet Berg; a grand and cu- 
rioas spectacle presented itself to our travellers, who 
belield with astonishment a multitude of pyramidical 
columns, many of which were severai hundred ieet in 
betght and as many in diameter, rising ont of the 
coarse crystallized sand, and fragments of sand^stone, 
aU>ng the summit, which were several mil^ in width, «^^ 
and only bonftded io length by the horizon. From 
the cavernous appearance of these columns, which • 
bad hitherto so w^ resisted the ravages of thne, and ' 
the coarse sand with which their bases were enven 
loped, it was^suificiently Evident that they were ori-c* 
ginally united, and in all probability might then form "- 
one connected mountain^ similar in its appeara^ice ta» * 
the northem^ range. 

A large sheet of water, called the Verlooren Vaitey^ 
or the Fotlom Lake, fs oomposed of the united stream- 
lets which meander, among these hills : it bore some 
resemblance to thaKnysa, in the vicinage of Pletten-^ 
berg's Bay ; b»t instead of tlie verdant margin -at^ 
lefty trees hj which the Knysa is beautifully likHrted'^ 
the Forlorn Lake was' surrounded t>y extensive sm^i 
dreary rocks^ and barren mountains; 

After {Crossing the Olifant^ or Elephant's Btver, at a; 
part where the banks^ were covered with a luxuriani3e» 
of' rice that vied: in colour with the falling Sttow^ Mr. 
Barrow obtmned a fi^esh supply of sixteen .oxen, and 
in the spacer of eight hours effected a. passage ovor, 
the great chain of noonntains^ whose ascent was lofty 
and magniiieent, and the intennediate roads, that sec^*; 
peotized among the lower passes were dre^fidly 8te<^ 
an4 rooky. ^ 

OQ^approaching the summit of tbochain» where a 
variety of romaoiic peaks appealed that were near » 
^usaod feet mliQisht* the weather suddenly changed 
from a .miM^a^id . secede lepupeii^ture to. a, perfect hwrri-^ 
cane^ that roared with terrific power amidst the expi*> . 



vnti^tii 9f the m<3iiMil4iitt : >'«c.<»it tiiVif)dv<i<fQd ^ uno- 
eomfortaUe attuatkon^ iMir author ob^erv^d a hi>il 
wMcb a yiesmnt i»d Qrecsed in \htd vkmny ^^ ^ ^^^^^ 
spidog, tbat sert^4 to i^kike his th\tk\» ^yUile a sc^qtjr 
auppiy flf brioad mi^bt be pirocorad from tb^ liule f|>9( 
ot groufid'tbat wfts aitached lo tbe cottage. 

FrutD hence out travolkr proceeded to Uie Bo)ct^e* 
Y^d's Moautaiq» whicb in its af^tearance aod pro* 
duoe grpatly. rasecnbles (be oiouDtabs oi Sfieuwherg» 
aod was mucb aqnc^d by a YkiGKO- %tuiim Qf tbund^rji 
rain and ball^ that fell with incredible furyA and |ure»r 
tented to \ht view of the spectators a pr<^usioo of Iwil- 
ttoues, tbat ineasured six^^^ootbs of an inelb m didniM^-r 
ler^ After whicb^ ia tiie coQite ol a few daya« the 
suiiace of the moumain was^cocoptetely clotbed with ji 
rich assemblage of herbaoeoi;» plaotAj smd etegaat/^ 
embroidered wUb a pro^ion of red, wbite^^nd yei^ 
low Qxalis. 

Havwi§ proceed an sd(£tion to bis pee{rif « as a pFOn 
tection .agjaiisst the savages and for tiie purpose of 
gilidc8>Mrer an oninbabited desert, qur ^ulbor descend ? 
ed from the precipice^ which in many parts was AOl 
less than two tliousaod feet« and halted about midu^hA 
on. th^ banks of the Thorn Riyep> whose saline wator# 
unexpectedly rati, in a rapid sireaia : (be heavy *rdita»t 
however, had uot extended to thia plaee, as the sur-f 
iace of t^e. country vraa remavkably dry, and fclie sue** 
culent pknts were so completely shrivelled as scarcelji 
to aSosd asioglp mark of vegetaiioii. 

From hence the route was continued across the De** 
sert to a naipow pase among the hi&> which are con- 
sidered as the commencement of the Namaaqiia gouih 
try. The surface was broken, into. biU and dale, but 
generally destitute of vegetation^ exoept the bookef 
boom, or quiver tree, vrhichis fcequeeilly seen on th^ 
sidea of the hiUa^, and a few species of the geranium, 
thai wepe occasionally! Ibund in some of the pas#es> 

Removing ten miles»ftirther, Ihey arrived at the. bod 
of the Hartebeest Biv€t^ w^^hy thoiigb finely &hadb<i 
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with «{Mrea^g nifa»io5as> was entiveljrdry* - A stre^' 
6f clear fi^sti watfcr was however . found, by digging 
five t'eef under the pebbly and crystallized sand ; and 
Mr.- Barrpw ^enis indined to think, from this and si- 
itttkii' experimenfs, that Che generality of the African^ 
riveri are supplied with such subterranean waters* 
- In the vicinity of this place was discovered axraal, 
or horde, of Naoiaaqua /Hottentots^ who possessed 
about three thousand sheq)^ besides a few cattle^ aud. 
a herd Of beautiful little gd^tt, that were spotted liko 
a leopard. . , . ; 

' As the native^ of this place codd neither undecstand 
the kfigiiage of the HotleBtots nor speak a word oi 
Dutch, our adveutuver proceeded to the hovel of ar 
Dutch peasant, situated in a narrow de61e berweeit 
two ran^sof mountaina, w)iere the company was re4- 
ceived by. a tail old inan,. whose sallow visage^ strag-« 
gling hair, and dingey beard, were well suited for thc^ 
descrtptfVQ ^eri of tl&e novelist. Unaccustomed to the 
visits of «Q-angers, he was evidently agitated at out au^ 
thor'a entrance, who observed an ancient matron in tbi^ 
thiknney corner, whose face was full as black as that 
6f her bearded master ^ and a female slave, whose ap-t 
pearance was exactly similar to the two former, was 
commanded to supply the hearth with fuel, and to pro^ 
vide a repast.for the weary travellers. A quarter of a 
sheep was accoidinglv broiled, .and served up on the 
kd of an old chest, that w^s covered with a piece of 
cloth exactly siniiUr to that which composed the pettw 
coat of the cook. - . . « 

' in the course of conver^ttofi, our traveller found 
that his host,, who bore the;eppeaianoe of exti^me po<« 
terty and wretchedness, was iu fact a wealthy mij»er, 
possessing an abundance of flocks and- herds, an4 
placing out large sums of money at interest ; while the 
old . Hottentot, who had at least passed one ^eatury , 
and the slave, were his only companions, and a, tribe 
of Hottentots, who resided round bis hovel in detac()e4 
ItcaJirhuts^ wer^his odlydep^ants. 
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Our flttfhor now proceeded to the Khamies Berg, 
4he highest point of which be attempted to ascend on 
horseback; but he was* soon prevented by a heavy 
ithower^ which obliged him to. seek a shelter 'in tho 
hovel of a peasant that stood on the general sdmmit 
of the mountain. As, however, there was no- appear* 
ance'of the rain abating, and as the cold began to grow 
very intense, it was judged expedient to g4ve up die 
original attevBnpt> and descend the mountain with ail 
possible expedition. 

AH the numerous tribes of Nama^uas, who for* 
meiiy possessed an abundance of cattle, and cbeer- 
fiiUy drove their flocks to the plains which iie between 
the Khatniesand the Gxoote or. Orange Biver,~areifi 
Jess than one century diminished to :fe«r insrguifit^ant 
Jbordes, who are in fiict the drudges of the netghix>ur9> 
ing peasants. . * , .. . 

The language of uhe Namaaqua Hottentotr vartet 
exceedingly from Ihe other tribes of their nation; 
though* they universally retain thdt clapping of. (be 
tongue, •by which the Hottentots are uecivliarly distin*- 
guisbed. Their stature i» eommonly nigher, aftid tliey 
are less robust than th^ generality, of the eastern tribex. 

Among the females, some wer6 observed- whose ii* 
gures were truly elegant, and their vivacity pleasing. 
Like the Hottentots of the east, they bestowan abun- 
dance of pains upon their little leather aprons, wiiich 
are fancifully adorned with a profusion of beads^ shells, 
■copper chains, Hec, 

Their huts are likewise widely different to thosie 
which are erected by the Hottentots of the colony^ 
the Bosjesmans, or the natives of Caf&aria ; they ai^ 
framed of semicircular sticks, and covered ^ith a kin4 
of matting made of -sedges; they are about twelve 
feet in diameter> and so truly commodiousi that tbt 
peasantry of the adjacent Khamies fiei^ very ir^quent* 
ly model their own habitations by those simple dwell- 
ings of these Namaaquas* 
. . JiriKe sb^.G9&e$, they are Tcm^fkably attentive 4^' 
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tbeif cattle, and gite ah artificial direcfion io the 
horns of the tncen, after the manlier of that ti*-' 
tron. The berda that *^rerB seen m the postessStjn of 
both Dutchthen and HottebCots ^ere bany> laTg^» 
acid equal in everj resped lo tbosb which are reated afc 
Soeawberg* 

Thoagh thb Nam^qiKlg have rdiiiqaished their m* 
ciene weapona, which) from the decrease of wiM beasts 
ta?d a dn^ of the suvage Bosjesoaatis, are aceomrted 
useless, they are evidently tvell acquainted with poi* 
aonons subrtanccs, with wtiich the points of tii^ir ar* 
rows were probably rubbed, when the kloofs ofth^ 
Khamies Berg at>ounded with a variety of game^ and 
were often A-^joented by beasts of pi*ey. 

PtevtotM to oar author's artivai at the foot of the 
flicmhtafn, a donaideralhle stit had bees oebasioned itk 
the country by the foUovving occurrence : — A Hotten- 
tot, who bad tor sooae tnme litt^mpted to drivQ his 
tnast^*s cattle Inton pdol of water, stiddeoly beheld a 
rety large )icin, coaching in -the midst of the pool, 
whh its ^e« directly frxed upon him : alarmed s|t so 
dreadM and unexpected an appearance, he ibstantiy 
woi fbi^OQgh the heitl, hoping: tliereby to elude the 
dreadful pursuit $ aa kf in aW prdbabUiry the monster 
would sacrifice the fiwt tJeast that catne in bis way. 
The Hottentot was, however, t6tally «iijtakeh ; for oti 
lits ttrming his head, be perceived rh^ Hdn had ahea^^ 
passed ^ ca^le, and WA6 following him as quitk as 
possible* Breathless, and nearly fainting \*ith lert^or, he 
ttow climbed u^ an rtde-tre^, the trunk di which had 
hiekify beeti cut itim 8*e{* fbt the pufpdse G?f ascend*- 
♦lig with tlie gteifter facihty to sonie bittte* nests that 
w^re built anibng tlie fdr^ : the li^on, ar the sam^ 
Twom^nt, sprang tdWatds hittl, but fortuftately missed 
h\i aTim, titsd' fell to thef ^Tth, Where ha isewiiBttd f»v 
the spafefe tf twftn«y-fotft ht&iirs, at the exp^wiflbti <jf 
, Wh%^h he gave the WMfchfefd pfrfoftier l^isutfe to' ftttt 
home, while he went to qu^tich his thirfit «t a r^dgh*• 
Wo^ihg spnpgjiKid 4tKh Wdi hH pit9fcv«mi(S^> Qiat 



. he'aftm'wai^^i^iaKnedtO'thetme^aBdlitmtfidi^ieHptf 
tentot. withtB three haodved paces of the honae. 
^ The n^tuiralist Mnould fiud baft few occurreiiceB wortiif f . 
o^ his remark, in the auiaiai kingdcsn^. beto^een tlie 
Cape and the Ehamies fiiergv Tlie skia of a jiieka^, 
covered with thick fivr^.aixd fororished \vitix<'a< black 
bushy tail, was $een by Mr, BanrowMa the hiU-ofia. 
Namaaqua^ and the tails of the dqgjS'wece^n^raliy 
recurved on- the right side^ which is^ contrs^iy' to the-, 
specific chm^acte; of the docne^tio. dog,, as. given b^ 
Linnaeus. 

A shoTi-'er of , rain happenicgao > fall \yStb gr^iat - vip* 
lence at tiie time of our amUtyr's d^oent' iironi'- the- 
roountain, he- was obliged to take refugp^ aitkimg^a: 
honde of Namaaquas, whosre cbief had been< formerly 
a keen sportsmanj as was sufiidently evinced by^tJ^ • 
ap(}earan6e of ills hul:> which wasri completely covert 
on the inside with tlie trophies of his cxsn^est oyer 
the beast»of the field, Helnformed his visiitor6> that 
he had in one excursion killed three whiter 9hinooeix>se&' 
and sevea cameleopardales ; a&d kindly grfl^fied tWr 
curiosity by sliowing theixi hideKtensive>g«-d9R9^ that- 
wens wellf supplied wrth otiions^ pu Aipkin?^ • and. tobae-^ 
CO } ^d e^j^ainmg the vakie of Impb^eet^ons^ whxdi 
chieBy consisted of horses, sheep, and horded* cattle. • 

/Vt tim place' Ml*. Barrow held sotne -conir^rsation 
with a person known: by the* name ofja- Dftnaara>;^ 
though his dppear^ce exactty resembled' that of tbe< 
O&ffresr who rejHesfettted the Damar a^ ay a - vefyf ihdi- 
g^c tribe, whose eKlstehce chiedjr dejieH^ed on the' 
cjcchange of copper ornaments, which >ihey^maB^fac^ 
ture, wijth the Briquas and the NMna^as* l^ieit* 
c&^htry, which extends along the^ea^coast-fi^omsomt*' 
cirgtaiice beyond' the- Orange Biver to thetibpib/ pl^ • 
dttG^s Qotliibg'fdF ' tbei sttp|)ort • of cattle, but - isrich^'- 
furnished with an abondatie* of coppejror^% frotawhich^ 
the Daftndra^ e&frai&V thib^ |HJiir« metal in' 'the- fdlk)vt^ipg^ 
|ni»»n6r: 
. H^cig tHUd^' &*80fl'or d«HK:oadf^'0dii|atk4»^Mpbec^o^* 
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their miotosatf; the flame of which is smothered by sand; 
they bre4k the ore into liide pieces, and' lay an alter* 
nale strata of the materials in a small inclosnre of 
stones ; the cliarcbal is then kindled^ and blown witH 
«Qyeral pair, of bellows, that are curiously made from 
gemsbok!3 skins, and iiamished with the horns of those 
animals in place of pipesj 

By this simple process the copper is obtained in its 
pure metallic state, and then manufactured into brace- . 
letSi chains, rings, &c. by means of two stones, whiclt 
supply tbe*waut of an anvil and hammer. Their rings 
and the links of their chs^ins are all open, as they have 
not yet discovered the art of soldering ; but the work- 
manship in general is extremely good, and such as an 
artisan, supplied with, better. tools, need not bki^h to 
acknowledge for his own. 

Having dried their clothes, our traveller with his 
'companions now quitted the craal, and continued their 
descent of the mountain till- the approach of niglit,- 
^h^n they safely reached the plain, and pursued their 
journey with pleasure and facility % the light of the? 
JiK>oci, which completely illumined the circumjacent 
country with jier soft reviving beams. Next morning- 
'the thermoQleter stood at the freezing point, and the 
surface of the grpund was covered with a hoar frost.. 

: From hence Mr. fiarrow returned to the Bokkeveld, 
a^nd received a yisit on the border^ of the Desert froni 
a Bosjesman captain, with the inhabitants of his craal 
and a number of female Namaaquas, whose husbands - 
and childien were in the» service of the neighbouring 
. farn)ers. One of these particularly arrested our an- 
. thor'jB/attention, who affirms that she.wa^ upwards ot 
a hundred year$ old, and possessed of a daughter who 
headed five generations. On -being asked whether 
she recollected the first visit of the Christians to her 
country, sh^ shook her head mournfully, and replied 
that she had sufficient qause to remember that event ; 
for, whereas she was a total stranger to hunger beforo 
their arrival^ sho now foutid it a difficult matter t0 g^t 



AifBdent for .the absolute wants of nature. The ge- 
peral appearance of the horde was very (teplorablei 
yet^ through the laudable exertions of the captain and 
i few well-di&posed farmers, several horde^ of the va^ 
grant Basjesmans have been brought in^ and suppU^ 
with a considerable quantity of sheep and cattle, which 

. nf ay probably wean them by degrees from a life of 
peril, poverty^ and nakedness. Anxious to effect a 
work of so great importance as the civilization of this 
unhappy people^ one o£ the worthy Morjivians has 
kindly offered to go amongst tbemi and endeavour to 
promote that sense of coipfort to themselves, and de- 
votion to their Creator, jvhich has been so successfully 
diffused^ among tjie inhabitants of Bavian*s Kloof. 
Other missionaries hs^ve likewise undertaken to instruct 
tl^eip in the mild doctrines of Christianity $ by whose , 
gen^e and humane conduct it may certainly be expect- 

, ^d, that these untutored savages will leai'n to. place a 

' degree of confidence in persons of a dirfereiu com- 
plexion to their own nation, who will doubtless use 
their best endeavours to cpnvine them that the present . 
government of the colony is widply different from that 
which shamefiilly sanctioned the Dutch peasantry m 
al) ttieir lawless ^nd vile oppressions. 

Pursuing an easterly direction, our author now tra-^ 
yersed a rough stony country, and in about two day 9 

' arrived at the foot of the H^ntam Mountain, where 
he found the inhabitants greatly alarmed on account of 
a hostile party of fiosjesmans^ who had recently driven 
off a considerable number of sheep and oxen, with 
which, after wounding two Hottentots with their poi- 
aoped arrows,, they had retreated to the kloofs of the 
mountain. 

One of the unfortunate persons who suffered in 
this occurrence was wounded dangerously in the an- 
^le-joint, where the arrow had broken, and indamed 
the leg, which was dreadfully swelled as high as tho 
jinee* 4* ^^® people were entirely ignorant of / any 
2k. 2 
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.proper method of <<reatnient m such a case, -Mrs^'Barfow 

.^huoQtfinefy examined the wour>d« 'v^iich was already 

v^^ypaready encircled witiv^gaagrene^ and directed them 

to apply a poultice of bread, oil, and onions; and to 

waab it occaskmaJly with a solution of-aadmouiaprac- 

(^nata. This advice was rmmedi^ely put in^ practice^ 

and at tbe exptnitfon df four days our author had the 

ij>kaaare'to find chat the^appearance ef the wound be*r~ 

^'^;an to change materiaUy fe»the better. 

•The grnenal fai^etif the country, jn^he dfviston'jrf 
)Hantam,' reaetttbl«« that of the fiii6U5V,berg, is. lightly 
--aprinidcd ^with cottages, and produces an excellent 

' rbreed.of aheep. and cattle. The horses are indeed sub- 
.jectto a disease that prevrfl* greatly in' Grjrtff'feyfltt ; 
tdt is.'honnever, iremarkably partial, fer "#bile iftagea 

, -maff the ;bas^ dt 'the emmence,^the^t? summit i^en- 
-tiai^yfree, on Jixfhich account every native has therii- 
fberty of sending leight horses, <lur log the sickly seacon, 
-to this part of .the mowitain. 

A troop of locusts, with whieh the cottBtryis ^auoh 
iSnS^ed^ wa?^ obsei-ved by ^oar traveller, • as* they passed 
itfae eastern' sWeef the Hantara. ^' Forseveral baurs," 
Fwyslie, '* they conlinudd toh^ver ia the air, at such a 
iteight as not to be individually xHstinguisbed ; but their 
'httnieme number fornied a kind of ckmd, that corn- 
:'pietety-t0ok btf the radiated beanjs of tJne «un, and ca^ 
ta^owiftjsed- shadow upon the-grouud.'* 

JB<.the-Bokkeveld and- the Kamies Berg,- these mseoU 
rhadibeem* exceedingly tro6blesotpe for the last two years, 
'Ttfll, after^varietyef unsuccessful experiments, the far- 
mers' at kist ^aml out an expedient to sasrc their ooriv 
wiiidt-ithey ifnraediatdy reduced »to practice,' by kind* 
Jing fires of sour acrid plants,' that soon created such 
-sail i(isuA«rable snooke as the locustswere bb^igcid \jo 
'4An\n by a speedy natgratk)n. 

' l^ie Hantam Mountain consists of 'a number of ho- 
rizontal strata t^f sand-stone^ like Jthe hold fronts of 
^CaiBd<^b«o> that.su|:»pQtt the Sneuwbei^-: and, as itM 
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«viderit1y tke Ttrost elevatei line inr the co1oHy,"it fiifi/ 
m^aUbecoHsiiei^d asa prfrtof the same ildge. 

Daring the winter months, it is excessively cold, bn 
account of its great devatioii ; and its sides are laved 
by a variety oif streams that ^wr^ora thencci to every 
point m the compass. 

jiftQceeding from bence in a sotftli-edsterly tHrectiOH, 

our traveller ascerrded tile adjacent heights 6f Rogge- 

veld, which have probably received their name from a / 

<«fpeeie!» of f)'e-gr<ass,- fourtd in gr^at abundance among 

Abe -iiol levies j Mrhere the catde coftrmonly find sufficient 

' for their subsfetencein tlle.^lnTrt[^e^. In scane parts tlie 

ilogjgewld presents to the nextlowfer terrace a per- 

,<f)endie^hr wall' of stone' ilear fonr thousand ^eet ia 

' beight ; • yet frdm- stich .uncommtm elevations the de- 

-gcent'is merely perccpt>t!^. 'The 'Fish Rh^er, whicji 

•j46eg> f^wn the summit ' of 'the raotmtain, pursues a^ 

•^sterly cours^ with scarce^^y any- cuTf^nt ^ arid ^fhe 

•commit it^e^f is so uneqcEil, "as to -give it the iappeararice 

-©f .a lYTotmtainous cliaiB xistng outtif th^geuefal sCir- 

;/ace. X!>f ithese the highest is denotftinated 4he Kom;, 

»o^ Gwp Mountain, and is said te ascend to the amajilAg 

veleratron of*five thousaod feet above the plains oflCar- 

fffo. ^In the xiepth of winter the Roggeveld is buried 

rin vsnow, when tjxe .peasants are obliged to drive their 

^lerds to t42e pi^in^ where they cotkinue till the com^ 

meneeraent of spring, in teupporafy .dwellings of str^v 

;iOr rushes. , 

The country to the eai^twatd. Is chiefly ihhabUedT^y 
the Bosjeomans, a horde of which, called the JBLoranas^ 
dvt'dt on ^le riglit side of the Orange JRiver, and are 
^described as ar very formidable race, being at bhce more 
.cruel and courageous than the dtlier tribes of their nar 
tion. Though they possess a few flocks arid he^rd^ ^ 
tbcy have .the same wandering and drshohest-iriclina- 
-tkjjnsas the other "Bogeii&idns j hence the~ CafFres of 
Brieqo^, who reside in the vicinity *of their teftitorie^ 
are ire<tueHtly stripped of th^r possessions, w ounclfed^ 
and enslaved^ by<ti)e fietx^e Koranas^ whose euormoos 
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jshiQlds * defy the hassagais of their enemies, wh^e 
they scatter desulation around them by noean^ of their 
poisoned arrows. 

Large parties of four or five hundred frequently go 
put in quest of plunder, when the division of the spoil 
'generally creates an altercation between the dearest 
friends^ who corampnly terminate their disputes by a 
horrid massacre of each other, till but few of the sa- 
vage victors are l^ft up«n the field. 

A traveller, who merely quits his native abode in 
quest of' curiosities or delightful spectacles^ would 

> most prot)abiy be disgusted with a route across 
the Roggeveld Mountain, where the country is ex- 
tremely naked, the roads miserably, -apd |the dreary 
scene linenlive^eja by the appearance of native animals. 
V ultufes^ kites ) and crows, are the only birds- that are 
found. Of the former, pur author fired at one of that 
species called by ornithologists the conder; its size 
was a^mazing ; the spread of its wings ten feet one incji ; 
and its strengtl) so considerable^ that after its wing was 

' broken by tlie discharge of the gun, it kept three dogs 

' at bay for a considerable tiipe^ and at last seized one of 
them with its claws, and tore away a large piece of its 
flesh J when the ethers mstandy lost fhei^ ;Coqrage, 

^ and retreated with the utmost pr^cipitatiop. 

' ' " After a progress of twelve days along the summit pf 
^the mountain^ ,]Vfr. BarrbV descended to the Karroo 
Plains, where the eye is fatigued with a barren lev^l, 
that is only bounded by the horizon j and the mind 
' alarmed by a variety oi tremendous dangers, without 
the transient enjoyment of one cha^'ming ^cene, or the 
occasional relief which is sometimes afforded by a rapid 

' succession of different images. 

Ou the western sides of those arid plains are several 
dumps of lofty jnouQtains, inclosing vales and fertile 

* One of these shields was seen by Mr. Barrow, who aiiinns 
fhat it was made from' the hide Qf an elephant, aad measu(;ed 
ttx feet by four. ' ' 
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infeado>frs, that are called the Little Bokkeveld : ftes6 
are evidently ramifications of the great chain aheady 
described, and the intermediate tracts appear to have 
been the beds of lakes, ais they contain a grdit number 
of springs and swamps^ and arei copiously supplied with 
water, when the surrounding lands are literally burnt 
with the excessive drought. The winter is not so se- 
vetQ in this part as at the Roggeveld, as it roerel/ 
obliges the inhabitants to remove their cattle to the plaint 
of Karroo; while themselves may remain, without any 
material inconvenience, at their usual habitations.- 

OiSr author now repassed the great chain of ntoctil* 
tains, through the £laiid*s Kloof^ where he found the 
road considerably better than he expected, from the 
accounts of the peasants ; mid from whence he agairf 
contemplated the venerable ruins that lay scattered 
around bene^lth the influence of corroding time. 

Betweeif the feet of this <:hain and a parallel i-ahge of 
hills, denominated the Kardouw, the 01ifant*s River 
pursues its course ; and a spring of chalybeate water is 
found on one of the adjacent hills; whose temperature 
is 108 deg. of Fahrenheit's thermometer. A hotise 
\va^ erected liear the bath, by order of the Dutch go- 
vernment, for the accommodation of such persons atf 
frequented' the waters ; but, lik6 the generalky of th# 
public buildings, it* is now tailing swifdy to decay. ' 

The division of tl>e Four-and-twenty Rivers extendi 
from the western side of the Kardouw to the banks of 
the £erg River. ^ This tract ot country, including 
Zwartland^ is a flat extensive plainy well' ^Qpplied 
with water, richly clothed with corn; grass, and fruits, 
and more considerable in its population than most parta 
of the colony. 

With atproper degree of laboitf and attetofti^lb' tb the 
culture of ^he laud, our author afl^rms that a suflB- 
cient supply of all the necessaries o^ life might be 
raised within the great chain 6f mountain^, lK>tb for 
(he consumption of the Cape and all the V«sfela ttoHI 
occasionally frequent its ports. 
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After crosslsg ite Berg River, Mr. Barrow ent^sr^d 
ZirartlaAd, wker« he found the natives busily empioy-. 
cd in pJpughitig up., the grouiid, whkh till the late- 
rains had proved irwpcnetfable to their attempU« This 
division is supplied wilh an -a^ndance of wells^ and 
springs 5 but the vat«ri are so strongly and universal 
impregoated widi fi»}t, as to be scarcely bome id the 
mouth of ,a p^rsoo \iho has not beea long aecostomi^d 
to the use of iht^ j tlKJ'Jnl^abvtants, however, ; pieter 
tliexa to the most salvbriooe sprii>gs, which they term 
tasteless and insipM. A relfha^kaWc instance of this 
was observed hi an old nia*i who resided in the Bote* 
Xeveld, frona i;ffhe^c« be reguiait^y sent, by every op- 
portunity, for a few bottkfrof the sgjine water that he 
had been accastonaedto drilah'froin tlie tender years of 
Hifoncy, 

Leaving ^wartland and. its salt watets tfr tlie enjoy- 
ineatof the natives; ourimrhorncTw pursued' his jour- 
Bey across tlie Tig^ Berg, or Tiger Mountain,, from 
wlience he proce^Wd fo the- Cape, and safc'ly' arrived 
al/his habitasrioaon-tliead of June, ]798, after a fe- 
dious progress^ that origluiated-in the nSost laudable 
motive*, ariy consecjwpiitly entitled him. to that app^anse 
which a g^ierous public is ever ready to bestow on the 
gaJJant chjffaeters who cheerfully suhmir to a temporft- 
ry suspeiiMiiwn of their imtivfc/enjoy men t^, and venture 
th^i^ p^sons iann unknown country, in>©rder to elu- 
cidate ^uch p^r-ticu arrf as now eitjgage the attention of 
men of lettersy and may hereqfter prove of greai im~ 
po^tanceta £ucopeait^<ii>'g!$ue]^. 
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